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  Message from your Vice President 
 
Dear Members,  
I cannot believe that we are in June! Our club is growing quickly, 
and members appear to be enjoying the activities and guest 
speakers. The May meeting with The Forever Reef Project visit 
following was so informative and an incredible asset to be here at 
our Marina. Lunch at Hemingway’s afterwards was very 
enjoyable. 
 
Photos of the event are on page 3 of this Newsletter.   
 
 

 
 
 
The inaugural Sunset Drinks at Rex Smeal Park was extremely well 
attended and is on the last Thursday of the month. Bring your 
own chair, food and drink. 
 
Some of the members attended the Historic Village 
Herberton's Pioneer Weekend and I believe it was an enjoyable 
event.   
 
Check out the photos on page 4 of this Newsletter. 
 
Our next meeting is at 9.30am on Monday June 22nd 
remembering that it is the fourth Monday in June. The guest 
speaker is Nicky Swan, who is the Chief Executive Officer of 
Mossman Botanic Gardens, and she will enlighten us on the 
progress of the project. 
 
I close hoping to see many of you at the June meeting where you 
will hear of what is planned for the rest of the year. 
 
Cheers, 
Julie 
Vice-President 
 

 

Port Douglas & District Probus Club was formed after an expression of interest held 
at the Port Douglas Neighbourhood Centre on 26th August 2024 

 



Meeting day/time: 4th Monday of every month at 9:30 am (except January which is 3rd Monday) 
Meeting venue: Tin Shed – Douglas Community & Sports Club Inc., 7 Ashford Ave, Port Douglas 
Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
View Photos on Website  https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/portdouglas/About_Us 

 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

Next meeting 9.30am Monday June 22nd  
 
Guest speaker is Nicky Swan who is the Chief 
Executive Officer of Mossman Botanic Gardens. 

 
 

Social Events 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SUNSET DRINKS 25th June 
Sunset drinks will be held at Rex Smeal Park on 
the last Thursday of each month at 4pm. Bring a 
chair, a drink and yourself. No registering for this 
event or notifying us, just turn up.  In the right far 
corner of the park.  
 
We hope to see you there. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Next meeting  

 
22 June 9.30am 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/portdouglas/About_Us
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The GBR Reef Legacy - Forever Reef Project tour 
On Monday 25th May, following our monthly meeting, members met at the Marina for a wonderful GBR Legacy 
Group Tour.  For just over 1 hour our group had a guided walk-through of the coral holding facility, up-close 
viewing of thousands of living coral fragments, and insights into coral biology and reef restoration.  It was an 
excellent tour which was followed by a lovely lunch at Hemmingway’s.   
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Herberton Trip  
Members took advantage of the annual Pioneer Weekend at Herberton Historic Village 30-31 May to enjoy a 
couple of nights on the beautiful Tablelands.  Just over an hour’s drive from Port Douglas rewards you with the 
most spectacular scenery and an array of historic delights.  Spectacular weather and fascinating sights! 
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Unmask the Night on 12th November 

  
 
There has been great interest for our ‘Unmask the Night’ event on 12th November at the Tin Shed.  It is $75 per 
head for a 2-course meal and a complimentary drink. If you have not registered and wish to attend, then please 
email Toni Hickey at Tonikhickey@gmail.com 
 

NO MASK - that’s part of the fun!  We will be looking to run a small mask workshop for those wishing to create 
their own unique mask - paper, ribbon, paint or feathers. Or, keep it simple - tinsel up the snorkel, Covid mask or 
goggles that’s already in the cupboard! From ancient legends to grand masquerades, masks have hidden stories 
for centuries:  
 
A mask once danced in ages past 
And somehow made its fame last 
It hid a king, a god, a clown, 
A noble’s smile, a doctor’s frown! 
 
In old Venice, masked folks would roam 
Sneaking through parties far from home 
A baker could flirt with a duchess so grand 
Till she found flour, all over his hand! 
 
On stages in Ancient Greece, actors would grin 
Swap one mask out and another mask in 
‘Now I’m a hero’!  Now I’m a goat’! 
‘Now I’m a King’!  Where’s my note?’ 
 
A mystery prisoner wore a mask too 
And nobody knew what actually was true 
Was it iron?  Was it cloth? What a task! 
The rumour became bigger than the mask! 
 
Today we wear masks for dust or disease 
Or for superheroes swinging through trees 
Some hide our faces, some make us laugh 
Some help us sneeze on only half! 
 
So here’s to masks through history’s pages 
Changing their jobs through all the ages 
From gods to parties to doctor’s guests  
They’ve covered our faces - and sparked our best guess! 
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