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Port Douglas & District Probus Club was formed after an expression of interest held
at the Port Douglas Neighbourhood Centre on 26" August 2024

President’s Message:
Dear Probus Members,

It has been wonderful to see many of you at one or more of
our three meet ups so far this year. To kick off the year we
enjoyed the extended Morning Tea as part of our January
meeting and the yummy food provided by the Tin Shed. Then
there was fun and fellowship at The Ramada happy hour
drinks with many staying on for dinner. At our recent February
event, the Mini Travel Expo at Club Mossman, we were
treated to interesting and informative presentations on
Turkey -Dusty, China -Toni, another Probus Club’s travels-
Susan, Probus travel benefits - Lorraine and general travel info
from remote travel consultant — Peter Martin. Peter gave us
some potential ideas for small group travel which the
committee will investigate for 2027. Please put forward your
ideas and suggestions — the world is waiting! It would be great
to get started on organizing our first trip away together.
During morning tea members participated in a quiz with the
winner announced at the end — congratulations to Liz Kendall
who won the $50 Club Mossman voucher!

Please note: Our next meeting, our AGM, will be held on
Monday February 16" (not 23" due to the Tin Shed being
closed that day). Please make this a priority as this is our
inaugural AGM and the committee would love to see as
many of you there as possible. After the AGM, Committee
member Wendy Crossman will be our guest speaker
followed by Morning Tea.

Stay tuned for more information regarding our Cairns Ten Pin
Bowling event in March! We hope to carpool for this event, so
if you have room to take passengers, please let us know. We
are looking at two potential April dates for Rocky Horror
Picture Show at The Clink Theatre to give members a choice of
a night and matinee performance. So, Thursday April 16™ at
7.30pm and Sunday April 19t" at 2pm — please let us know
what you think? There will be the option of dinner and lunch
before performances.

See you at the AGM!!

Stay safe and stay connected!!

Susan Stafford ©
(Foundation President)
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February 3™ MEETINGS & EVENTS
Mini Travel Expo

Meetings

February 16" AGM Meeting: Tin Shed at 9.30am
Presentation by Wendy Crossman

Proposed Social Events

March - date to be advised
Ten Pin Bowling Pease Street — Manora
With lunch after at the Edge Hill Tavern

April Proposed dates:
The Rocky Horror Show at the Clink
Thursday 16" @ 7.30pm or
Sunday 19" @ 2.00pm

Membership fees

The Probus financial year is 15t April to 315 March. Recent Social Events
The annual fee of $50.00 is due on 1%t April each
year. Members joining at any other time during the February Tuesday 3" 2026 @ 10.00 am
year will pay a pro rate price — please ask one of the Mini Travel Expo
committee. Fees can be paid by bank transfer to: Club Mossman

Bendigo Bank

BSB: 633 000 January 215t - HAPPY HOUR

Account: 223 888 819 Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Please also include your full name in the reference
box when transferring so we can track who has
paid!

PLEASE NOTE: The bank account number has
changed.

We're all part of the Probus Community Why not stay at our venue
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View Photos on Website https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/portdouglas/About Us
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SPOTLIGHT ON......

Wendy Crossman

I spent the first half of my life living in England with a career others thought glamorous
given the high-profile celebrity-based events I worked on. That all changed when I chose
to visit a friend in Cairns, Australia. Up until that time I was not unsatisfied with my life
but my experience in the Far North proved to be life changing. I fell deeply in love with
the area, moved by its beauty and laid-back lifestyle. It was a love that finally made me
put my Pommie life in deep storage and embark on a sojourn of indeterminant duration
back to Australia.

I started my life as an Ozzie in a camper van and spent many months in the outback and
outskirts of Darwin. Being in the middle of nowhere, feeling so insignificant against the
backdrop of such awesome landscape was the closest I have ever had to a religious
experience. It was amazing. After a year I ended up getting a job selling tours on the Marina
in Port Douglas. It was only meant to be for a short time but within a month I had met my
now husband, Alan Crossman and 34 years later we are still here.

Not able to have children, I found satisfaction in purchasing businesses and improving
them. The first was the dinghy hire on the Marina which I called Do it in a Dinghy (and
people did!), the second was a video shop with all of 250 videos which I turned into an
internet café, rental equipment hub, ice cream store and video rental library, known as the
Wicked Store, and the third was the purchase of a rundown resort, known back then as
Archipelago, which I rebuilt over 15 years into a boutique resort now known as By the Sea
Port Douglas.

At 65, I thought it time to spend my remaining life enjoying what I so love about this
beautiful part of the world in which we live. I am now retired and doing just that.
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David Campbell Travel Story

It was January 2010 after a tour of India.

We sat in an aircraft for 5 hours waiting for the fog, (smog) to lift. Eventually we were
offloaded to a shanty motel for the night.

I have learnt to take basic toiletries and a change of undies in my carry on after visiting about
40 countries.

After about 2/3 hours of no sleep, we went back to Delhi airport to fly to Singapore. All good
so | thought but we had lost all connecting flights. Some of group were able to fly out but I
couldn’t get a seat to Sydney so we sat around Changi Airport for hours until they decided to
put us up in the hotel at the airport. If you have to sit around any airport for hours Changi is
the one. We were given food vouchers but the kitchen was closed at 3 am. A quick shower
and a couple of hours sleep and back in departures where we waited and waited and
eventually on board to Sydney where I was hoping to get some sleep but I can’t sleep on
aircrafts. I have tried alcohol but feel terrible after little sleep so I don’t drink. After arriving
in Sydney, I made my way to the domestic terminal and went to the Virgin counter looking
like something the cat had dragged in. I had to explain my situation as I had missed my
connection flights to Ballina (my home at the time). The lady had heard about my situation
and within 30 minutes I was on a plane to Ballina with a row of 3 seats to myself. Still no
sleep but I made up for it when I got into my own bed.

That is the good, bad and ugly of travel.
I am sure everyone has some travel experience so let us know.

David Campbell
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Probus Happy Hour at the Ramada Resort

On the afternoon of the 21 January, a large group of Probus Port Douglas and District
members met for happy hour at 4.00pm at the Ramada Resort. Nearly half of the attendees
then stayed on for dinner afterwards. Everyone enjoyed the afternoon immensely.

Leslle Stephen and Trevor enjoying a drink Plp and Chris at the Ramada

Dusty&Tnnl enjoying the afternoon N - Vee
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Mini Travel Expo — Club Mossman
On the 3™ of February the club held a travel show at Club Mossman.

It consisted of Dusty showing his audio visual of ‘8 Hours in Istanbul’. Dusty’s audio visual
was made up videos and photos from his and Debbie’s 2024 cruise on the Mediterranean.
As the title pointed out, the ship docked in Istanbul in the morning and departed again that
evening. However, this was enough time to see several important sites in the old part of
town in Istanbul. The audio visual also had many captions to help the viewer understand
what they were seeing.

This was followed by Susan showing photos of recent trips that her brother’s Probus group
in Victoria have done. She also showed the pricing for the various trips. This was to show
our members what is available and an idea what the pricing for such trips are.

We then had Toni with her audio visual of her trip with Inger, Lorraine and Andrea to China.
Toni spoke about each of the places they visited and by now was an expert in pronouncing
place names that most of us will never be able to pronounce. Toni narrated while showing
us the audio visual. What with the Great Wall, Terracotta Soldiers and stunning views, |
think Toni was able to change many members perception of China. Of course, she had her
fellow travellers in the audience who were very happy to chip in with answers during
question time.

We then had a talk from Peter Martin, a travel agent who has been in the business for
many years. Peter has organised many small group tours all over the world. He specialises
in small groups and can tailor travel plans to suit the individuals, instead of being stuck with
a large companies’ inflexible tour.

The morning finished with the results of a quiz that members had filled in during the
morning tea break. The quiz was designed around the audio visuals and the winner by a
mile was Liz Kendall.
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Mini Travel Expo — Club Mossman

Julia and Lydia ready for the show

Sue and Katherine
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The audience listen to Peter
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Peter telling us all about travel
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Mini Travel Expo — Club Mossman
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Toni with the winner of the quiz, a very happy Liz Kendall
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The room was decorated in an Asian theme
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