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President’s Message: 

Dear Probus Members, 

Hi again, and I hope you had a blessed and Happy Easter with family 

and friends! The year is rolling by quickly and I can hardly believe the 

year is nearly a third over.  

It was terrific to see many of you at our last meeting in our new venue 

at the Tin Shed, Port Douglas, at the Club Mossman bowls and dinner 

event in March, and then again in April at the Tin Shed lunch followed 

by the fantastic performance of Mamma Mia! Photos of that event in 

the next edition. There are many talented people living amongst us in 

the Douglas Shire! 

We have a few committee member apologies for our next meeting at 

The Tin Shed, commencing 9.30am this coming Monday, April 

28th. I will be away participating in the Melbourne Anzac Day March 

to the Shrine, alongside my brother (a Geelong Probus Member) and 

with two of my sons who will be banner bearers for the 2/6 Cavalry 

Commando Regiment- check out ABC TV approx. between 10 and 

10.30am.  I also have a couple of theatre productions to see, a big AFL 

footy match to go crazy at, plus watch my son who plays in the VFL. 

Not to mention catching up with all my family and friends living in 

various parts of Victoria. Extremely exciting!  

Our Guest Speaker Officer, Dusty will also be absent, but you will be 

in safe hands with Chris (Secretary) David (Treasurer) and 

Membership Officer Em, who has kindly agreed to chair the meeting 

in my absence – thanks Em! Please note that our guest speaker will 

commence just after 9:30 am at this meeting. 

Recently I organized a catch up with U3A President, Peter Watts. It 

was good to chat about our vision for both organizations, and how we 

can work together, alongside each other, in goodwill and 

collaboration. It was pleasing that Peter and I share a similar passion 

for our community. We agreed that as the Douglas Shire community 

demographics change, with a projected increase of senior citizens, it is 

especially important we are prepared and ready to serve; to provide a 

numerous range of activities, events, and social opportunities. So, stay 

tuned, later in the year we are hoping to plan a joint event together. 

In the meantime, please help our club grow by inviting your friends 

along to a meeting or an event. 

   I look forward to seeing you at our May event and/or meeting! 

   Seize the day!!                               

Susan 

Susan Stafford (Foundation President) 
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View Photos on Website  https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/portdouglas/About_Us 

The Port Douglas & District Probus Club held an 

outing on the 21st of March to Club Mossman where 

members were able to enjoy a game of “Barefoot 

Bowls”, followed by dinner. 

 

Most members had never played bowls before, but 

that didn’t stop them from having a fabulous 

afternoon. Who expected the balls to curve? We 

certainly showed our lack of bias there ☺!  

 

Once us novices worked it out, we were soon curving 

balls all over the green. Didn’t matter though, it was 

just a lot of fun, and who knows, some of us may 

even take it up! 

 

We had three teams of six out on the green, and many 

onlookers from those who chose not to play but still 

came along to support us. Believe me, the players 

gave plenty of entertainment. 

 

Afterwards we all took over two large tables inside 

and ordered meals. It was a great evening and a 

chance for members to talk and learn a bit about each 

other, not to mention some new bowling skills! 

Membership fees 

The Probus financial year commences annually on 

April 1st, therefore, fees for 2025/2026 are due now. 

For members who joined prior to January 2025 

the annual fee this year is $20, due to a previous 

overcharge error. For those who joined in 2025 the 

fee is $50. 

Fees can be paid by bank transfer to: 

Port Douglas & District Probus Club 

Bendigo Bank 

BSB:  633 000  

Account: 223 888 793 

or by cash to our Treasurer at any Probus meeting. 

Please include your full name in the Reference 

Box. 

 

 
Our Guest Speaker for April is: 

 

“Gazza,” back by popular demand. Garry 

McIlroy is a local radio personality who presents 

a weekday show from 6:00am – 9:00am on 101.5 

Douglas FM. He has had a long and interesting 

career both within and outside radio and has 

collected a plethora of interesting anecdotes along 

the way, more of which he will be sharing with us 

today. 

 

Please note: Due to Gazza’s business 

commitments, he will be presenting at the start of 

our April 28th meeting at 9:30 am. 

 

 

Proposed Social Events 

 

Below is a list of proposed social events for the 

next three months. Feedback would be 

appreciated on these, and any other suggestions 

are welcome for future events or group activities. 

If you know a potential guest speaker or have a 

skill you would like to teach and share with 

others, please get in touch! 

 

May - Day trip to Herberton 

 

June - Sunset cocktails with music at St Crispin’s 

Café, Port Douglas 

 

September - Mt Carbine tour with lunch at Mt. 

Molloy   

 

Specific details of our proposed events to follow. 

 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/portdouglas/About_Us
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CHECK OUT OUR PHOTO PAGES 

Barefoot Bowls at Club Mossman: Friday 21st March. 

 
Lydia shows how it’s done 

 
Watch that ball Lorraine    Susan shows her style 
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PHOTO PAGES 

 
Chris sends one down   Kim being closely watched Lesley getting into the zone before bowling 

 
 Toni is a winner         Me too says Lorraine    Janice in action 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Emily Morgan – Guest Speaker at our March Meeting 
 

 
Em had a very interesting story to tell us about her life in the IT industry. From starting as a data entry 
clerk in a bank, she rose through the ranks to end up project managing the installation of huge computer 
systems into the bank she worked for. She eventually was transferred to Sydney, Australia from her native 
New York City. She was one of very few women in the industry and despite the very long hours and 
monthly international airflights, she thrived in this business. Em eventually found her way to Port Douglas a 
couple of years ago where she has happily settled. Thank you, Em! 


