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Welcome back for 2026 fellow Probus colleagues, 
 
Since December 2025 there has been much activity in preparation to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Probus in Australia.  Probus South Pacific 
Limited (PSPL) has developed a toolkit for Probus clubs to use to reinforce 
and promote membership and festivity through 2026. 
 
On Tuesday 3 February 1976 the first Australian Probus Club opened in 
Hunter’s Hill, Sydney.  Since that time there are now over 1,300 Probus 
Clubs totalling 90,000 members and in the last 50 years approximately 
500,000 members belonged to a Probus Club. 
 
At Boronia Probus Club we are entering our third year as a club and 
developing new insights regarding groups, activities, events, excursions and 
even tours.  The Management Committee met last week to look at 
providing some exciting events this year of diverse interests. 
 
On Thursday 12 February we will be returning to the Boronia Bowls Club for 
our first General Meeting after a two-month break.  Please remember to 
arrive at least 15min prior to the 10am start and it’s helpful if members 
could wear their badge.  This month each member will be asked to 
complete an interest’s survey which is very easy.  The committee will collect 
these surveys on the day to inform us of your passions. 
 
As well there are nomination forms available for members to complete if 
you are prepared to help the club by joining the committee in a specific role 
or assisting as one of 3 general members.  Some requests for duties will be 
put forward as well.  
 
I encourage all members to please attend the February and March 
meetings so we can celebrate together as we induct 4 new members and 
it would be appreciated that we acknowledge our new Boronia Probus 
Club members. 
 
Keiran Smith - President 
 
What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to 
what lies within us. 
        Henry Haskins 
 

Special thanks to the office of Jackson Taylor MP for providing the printing 
of this Newsletter 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 



 
REMINDER 

Next meeting – Thursday 12th February 2026 – 10am SHARP! 
Everyone must register in on entry to the meeting - NOTE – this is required for 
insurance purposes 
Also, don’t forget to bring along your coffee cup for morning tea  
If you are unable to attend a meeting, please send your apologies to be recorded, 
to the Secretary at sec.boroniaprobus@gmail.com or text 0467 203 587 
 

The happy group at our Christmas Luncheon at Fortnums 

 

February Birthdays 
Brenda Wells 6th Feb 

 
 
 
 
 

Lucky winner of the Hamper 
 
 
FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKER – SYD SHERRIN  
 
Hear the story behind the invention of the Australian Rules 
official football - Sherrin 



KEIRAN’S JOKE OF THE MONTH 
Q. What do you call someone who gets mad when they don’t have any bread? 

A. Lack toast intolerant!!!   
 
RIDDLE OF THE MONTH 
If New York is 8 hours ahead of us, then why can’t they predict what’s going 

 to happen in the future. 
 

DID YOU KNOW! 
 Venus is the only planet to spin clockwise other than Uranus. 

 
 Finland has more saunas than cars. 

 
 President Theodore Roosevelt had a pet hyena. 

 
 

Membership Renewal for the Probus 2026 Year 
Annual Membership subscription is due and payable by 1 April 2026. 
Annual Membership fee: $60.00. 
New and or replacement name badge: $10.00. 
You can pay your subscription fees by direct deposit to the Club’s Bank 
Account. 
 
Account Name:  Boronia Probus Club 
BSB:    633 000 
Account Number:  218 076 883 
 
Don’t forget to put your name in the detail section on the bank transaction. 
If a receipt is required, please speak to the Treasurer at the next scheduled meeting. 
Sue Humphris 
Treasurer 

 
REMINDER – AGM – Thursday 12th March 

 
A lunch has been arranged with the Boronia Bowls Club following 
our AGM.  For $10, they will provide a BBQ lunch, open the bar, 
and offer an opportunity to play bowls. 

Interest Board will be out for this event 

 
  



ACTIVITIES AND OUTINGS 

Several members have already kicked off the New Year with an enjoyable Probus ouƟng—a delighƞul 
trip into the city to explore: -  

 A Step Back in time at La Trobe’s Cottage – Sunday 11th January 2026 
Most of the group chose to travel by train and tram, making for a relaxed and social journey. Before 
the tour, our group of 19 shared a lovely lunch at the Observatory Café in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
a perfect seƫng to enjoy good food and great company. 
Given the inƟmate size of La Trobe’s CoƩage, we divided into smaller groups for the guided tour.  The 
volunteer guides were wonderfully knowledgeable and brought the history of the coƩage to life. 
Originally erected around 1839 on Governor La Trobe’s Jolimont estate, the coƩage is Melbourne’s 
oldest surviving building.  Constructed from prefabricated materials shipped from England, it was 
home to Charles Joseph La Trobe, his wife Sophie, and their children. Touring the coƩage offered a 
fascinaƟng glimpse into domesƟc life in Melbourne’s earliest days.   
A special thank you to Kay for organising such a wonderful ouƟng.  Your effort and aƩenƟon to detail 
ensured a memorable day for everyone. 

 
 
 



 Werribee Zoo – Thursday 5th February 2026 
Twenty-four happy travellers gathered at the Boronia Library car park for a pleasant bus trip to Werribee 
Zoo, safely and comfortably driven by Steven on the Knox Council bus. 
On arrival our first stop was the Meerkat Bistro, where everyone enjoyed a coffee and snack while 
watching the ever-entertaining meerkats at play. 
Then it was safari time and we made our way to the Safari Station for a guided tour of the Savannah.  
Along the way we spotted an impressive range of animals, including antelopes, camels, ostriches, zebras, 
bison, rhinos and giraffes. 
After the safari, we had a couple of hours to explore the zoo at our own pace.  A highlight for many was 
the majestic elephant herd, always a favourite. 
We concluded the day with a relaxed bus ride home, grateful for wonderful company and a thoroughly 
enjoyable outing. 
A big thank you to Keiran for organising such a fantastic day out. 

Photography Group  
A Photography Program commencing on Friday 20th February is being organised by Keiran. 
 
This photographic club is NOT exclusively for photographers.  Any member can aƩend these 
ouƟngs with the photo group.  In fact, you are encouraged to parƟcipate in the experience with 
those who are keen on photography.  All members are welcome to join in the fun with this group. 
The first ouƟng on 20th Feb is to the Shrine & Royal Botanical Gardens (MET and Metro Tunnel) 
Train.  See aƩached program for further informaƟon. 
More details will be provided at the meeƟng this week.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Monthly Walks 
10.00 am 

 
Coffee & Chat 

10.30 am 

General Meeting 
Boronia Bowls Club 
9.45am for 10.00am 

 
Outings 

Host: Kerrie Host: Helen  Host:  Heather/Helen 
 

Wednesday 18th 
February 

Lilydale Lake 
Meet near the coffee cart 

 

 
Thursday 26th February 

Lorna’s Café 
Burwood Highway 

FTG 

 
Thursday 12th February 

Speaker 
Syd Sherrin 

 

 
Wednesday 25th February 

DINE OUT - LUNCH 
Stamford Homestead 

Rowville 
 

   Host: Keiran 
 

Wednesday 18th March 
Kings Park Upper 

Ferntree Gully 
to Wally Tew Reserve 

and Return. 
Meet at the Car Park 

behind Coonara 
Community House, 

Willow Rd,  
Upper Ferntree Gully 

 

 
Thursday 26th March 

 
Montano’s Café 

719 Mountain Hwy 
Bayswater 

 
Thursday 12th March 

AGM 
 

Followed by lunch at 
Boronia Bowls Club 
Cost $10 BBQ lunch, 
drinks at bar prices 

Opportunity to play a 
game of bowls 

 
Wednesday 11th March 

“Frankly Sinatra” 
At – The Round 

379-399 Whitehorse Rd 
Nunawading - Cost $22 

Must be paid by 13th Feb 

   Host: Kay 
 

Wednesday 15th April 
Emerald Lake Park 

50 Emerald Lake Rd, 
Emerald 

Meet at Emerald Lake  
car park 

 

 
 

 
Thursday 9th April 

Speaker  
Janet Werkmeister 

“Melbourne’s Roaring 
Twenties” 

 
Sunday 22nd March 
Kirth Kiln Picnic - 

Gembrook 
BYO everything 

Please indicate your interest in any of the outings, on the attendance 
boards at the General Meeting 

OUTINGS PLANNED FOR 2026 
March 

 Sunday 22nd March - Kirth Kiln Picnic.  This will be a bring-your-own (B.Y.O) picnic event. 
Map references and further details will be provided closer to the date. 

 “Frankly Sinatra” – Wednesday 11th March 2026 – 10.00 am 
for morning tea – show at 11.00 at THE ROUND 
Starring actor and music theatre star Ian Stenlake, this new producƟon tells the story of one of the 
greatest crooners the world has ever known – Ol’ Blue Eyes himself. 
Fly Me to the Moon, My Way, Mack the Knife and of course New York, New York, are just some of this 
20-song musical parade.  Ian will be joined on stage by the stunning Michelle Fitzmaurice, who pays 
tribute to Liza Minelli with a sƟrring version of Maybe This Time.  14 Tickets $22 each  

 “Creedance Clearwater Survival” – Friday 27th March 2026 – 
7.30 – 9.30 pm at the Community Arts Centre - Bayswater 
Creedence Clearwater Survival recreate the atmosphere and energy of a real ‘live’ John Fogerty/CCR 
concert.  Playing all the hits, everybody has come to know and love; ‘Green River’, ‘Born on the 
Bayou’, ‘Proud Mary’, ‘Bad Moon Rising’, ‘Fortunate Son’, ‘Old Man Down the Road’, just to name a 
few. Every audience has been amazed at the faithful recreaƟon of Creedence Clearwater Revival.   
12 Ɵckets $30 each.


