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MUNDARING’S HIDDEN SECRETS 

Our speaker on Monday  May 11th   was Tracy Willet, who is the curator of 
our local museum housed in one of the  classrooms of  the old  
Mundaring Primary School. This is situated on the same site as our Visitor’s 
Centre near the northern side of the Great Eastern Highway. It is open to 
visitors 9.30 – 4pm, Monday-Saturday. 
 

Nearby,  of  Jacoby Street, is the restored Staton Master’s house where the 
Mundaring and Hills Historical Society is based. This building is open to the 
public form 9.30 – 4.30pm  Monday-Saturday and where Tracy and Jef  
Murray, Ofce Manager of the Society, have their ofces. 

Tracy retred 25 years ago from working with the City of Strling, and took up 
Museum Studies at ECU. She now lives in Chidlow with her family on an 
acreage and is so happy living in the Hills as she was brought up in the   
country. 

Such is the importance of retaining this area’s unique history that            
Mundaring Shire now employs Tracy and Jef for two days per week to look 
afer all the donated artefacts and photos from the last 70  years.  She also 
welcomes the many visitors from all over the world, enquiring re  locatons 
of old photos of buildings, railway statons,  where their ancestors lived and 
worked etc. Tracy even researched her own family history and found to her 
surprise her own great grandparents actually lived locally! All artfacts and 
books donated to the museum are  photographed  and  digitsed  and items 
labelled.  

Tracy emphasised how important it is that we lodge in writng all our local knowledge of our ancestors who lived in this 
area, so that in the future, the next generaton can access them.  All artfacts and books donated to the museum are photo-
graphed  and  digitsed to preserve them  for future generatons. 

Some of the current historical projects being researched are that of Chidlow Tavern. The Mahogany Inn and the Sawyers 
Valley Hotel, fnding out when and why these buildings were built and by whom.  Many convicts from the UK afer being 
freed, worked in the area as wood choppers, using pit saws to produce planks for building houses, sheds and shops etc and 
producing charcoal for using as a fuel used by blacksmiths. 

Each year several groups of school children from local primary schools come to experience a day at school a hundred years 
ago. At the end of the day they are asked to identfy items – a favourite one being a chamber pot!  (they have no idea of its 
use! Haha!). 

Thank you, Tracy, for your inspiring enthusiastc presentaton and for reading some of the stories writen by the residents of 
the area during the last 70 years or so. 

At our next meetng on July 13th, Jef Murray will talk to us about how the development of the local railway lines in the area 
years ago helped establish the current community in the area. If there hadn’t been railways, would Mundaring  Shire ever 
have become such a great place to live today? 

We are all looking forward to Jef’s presentaton. Maybe we could organise small group visits to these buildings prior to 
having lunch at one of our great Mundaring cafés? 

Helen White 
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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Apologies for missing the meeting on the 11th May. 

I’m assured by other members that Tracy Willet’s talk was very   

interesting. Her knowledge of local history is quite expansive. As 

curator of the Mundaring Museum exhibits at the Visitor’s Centre, 

Tracy gathers and selects items for the exhibits. I’m sure you 

learned that from her talk. 

Maybe we could have a “Bring an Item” display at another meeting 

for Tracy to examine. 

Later in that week, Pat, Gay, Peter and I represented the Club at 

the Governor’s Morning Tea. This was to celebrate the 50th        

Anniversary of Probus in Australia. We met and mingled with fellow 

Probians and enjoyed some tasty finger foods. 

While waiting for our return transport, I took the opportunity to pho-

tograph one of my heroines, Edith Cowan. 

 

Robyn Cain  

 

PROBUS AUSTRALIA TURNS 50! 

“Probus Australia was formed in 1976, which 

means this year, Probus  celebrates 50 years 

in Australia. Our Club will celebrate in Probus 

Week in October with something a litle bit 

diferent.  

Vale Eileen Elton 
We were saddened to hear of 
the recent passing of Eileen. 
She was a long tme member 
of our club and wife of Nick 

Elton, our Life Member.   
Our sympathies to Nick and his 

family. 

URGENT REQUEST 
 

We are asking for a volunteer to be Publicity Ofcer.   
This involves writng artcles for The Darlington Review  

and similar publicatons.   
 

 We also need someone to write the front page of the Bulletn  
each month, giving a run-down of our speaker. 

 
If you would like to take on these rolls, please contact  

Pat  -  0410 651 271. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2026 
 

For our monthly meetngs, we suggest you aim to arrive at 9.30/9.45am 
for a cuppa. Our actual meetng will start at 10.00am sharp. 
 

 

Saturday, 30th May 
10.00am Morning Tea at The Hive, Darlington. 
 

Monday, 8th  June 

Our 42nd Birthday Celebraton at Chidlow Tavern, in lieu of meetng. 
 

Saturday, 27th June 
10.00am Morning Tea at The Hive, Darlington. 
 

Monday, 13th July 

10.00am Speaker Jef Murray, giving an insight into the local railways in our 

area in days gone by. 

Saturday, 31st July 

10.00am Morning Tea at The Hive, Darlington. 

2026 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

President: Robyn Cain 

0417 179 761  romacain@gmail.com 
 

Vice President:  Wilma Achterkamp 

0409 292 565   

wachterkamp45@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: Pat Moxon  

0410 651 271  moxon@iinet.net.au  
 

Treasurer: Gay Ross 0414 068 328  

gayandewan.ross@gmail.com 

 

Publicity Officer: Vacant 
 

Immediate Past President: Helen White 

0409 293 819 

helenwhite@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer and Bulletin Editor: 

Pat Moxon  

0410 651 271  moxon@iinet.net.au  
 

Social Secretary: Sue Burton  

9299 7046  mh.burton@bigpond.com  
 

Liaison Officer: Ian Forrest 

0405 153 231   
 

Raffle and Weekend Coffee Organiser: 

Brian Doubikin  

0414 892 855 bdoubikin@gmail.com  
 

Welfare Officers: 

Sue Burton 9299 7046  

mh.burton@bigpond.com 
 

Arlene Collings 0447 654 980  

gwaliagold@gmail.com 
 

Committee members: 

Helen White 0409 293 819 

helenwhite@iinet.net.au 
 

Sharryn Turrell   

0448 723 118/9295 2961  

sharryn.turrell@gmail.com 
 

Helpers: 

Roster Wrangler  

Elaine Reynolds  

0419 936 740  ereynolds51@icloud.com 
 

Kitchen Organiser  
Eileen Davis  
0449019700 ejdavis16@gmail.com 
 

Welcoming Committee 
Arlene Collings  
0447 654 980  gwaliagold@gmail.com 
Joe Sweet  
0409 373 886  miridiya8@bigpond.com  

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  

WEAR YOUR BADGE TO ALL 

MEETINGS AND OUTINGS. 

MORNING TEA ROSTER 

Volunteers are needed to supply morning tea on the 13th July. 
 

                       Please give your name to  
                     Elaine  -  0419 936 740 

 

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 

It is important for us to keep correct details of all members.  

If there have been any changes to your address, phone number/s,  

email address or emergency contact, please let me know.  

Pat Moxon 

Membership Oĸcer 

Monday, 8th June 

Our Club’s 42nd Birthday Lunch 

CHIDLOW TAVERN 

 

 

 

 
There will be a great selecton of Rafe prizes to be won.  

Everyone present will be given a FREE rafe tcket   
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