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BULLETIN 11/2020.  Club No 51732   Incorporated No. A9753E 

  

  

  INCORPORATED INC. NO. A9753 

ADDRESS ALL 

CORRESPONDENCE ETC. 

TO SEC. June PO. BOX 

1802, BAIRNSDALE 

3875 

Every Monday except on Public Holidays:  The Bairnsdale Monday morning 

coffee group is now meeting at The Cells at 10.00am. Look forward to seeing 

you there. Easy parking & great coffee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tour of the ABC Studio, 

336 – 340 York Street, Sale. 3850  

followed by lunch at 

Briagolong Hotel, 10 Forbes Street, 

Briagolong. 3860 

 

 

Special Interest Groups 

The Following Special 
Interest Groups are 
being established. 
Please advise the 
Secretary if you would 
like to be part of any or 
all of these. 

 
Arts/Entertainment 

Walking/coffee 

Caravan & cabin 

Cards 

Bulletin 3/2023 Club No51732  Incorporated No A9753E 

Wednesday, 12th April 2023 

At the Bairnsdale Bowls Club, 54 Grant St at 10.00am 

         HOSTS: John Sykes & Bev Jordan 

         MEETING ARRANGER: John Haylock. 

         PROFILE SPEAKER: Pam Evans 

        GUEST SPEAKER: Liz Dorsett, Poet & Balladeer 

 

   

 

2023 March Bulletin 

 BULLETIN 

 

Date:   Wednesday, 

22nd March 2023 

Time: 10.30am at  

  the studio. 
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March 2023

 

 

Date: 08/03/23 

 

 It is my pleasure to deliver my annual 
report for Bairnsdale Probus Club. 

 

 I believe we have had a most satisfactory 
year.  Our membership has stayed around 48.  
Unfortunately, we lost Graham Abbott and Roger 
McCracken through the year.  We have had 
several members leave or about to for various 
reasons but no dissatisfaction.  I have inducted 
nine new members.  We also have had several 
visitors who hopefully will join. 

 

 We had a promotion day at the Howitt 
Park Market on the 26th of February 2023.  Some 
people showed interest which we hope will 
progress. I would like to thank June and Peter 
Owen and John Haylock for setting up early with 
a gazebo,  a  table and literature.  At our February 
2023 meeting, we set a limit of 70 members.  The 
two main reasons being, the size of this room and 
over 70 people could create problems keeping 
everyone involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are fortunate to have a very good 
arrangement with the Bairnsdale Bowling Club.  
They do not charge us any hire for this room, but  

they expect as many members as possible to 
have a meal in the Bistro after our meeting.  I ask 
you to respect this arrangement as some other 
clubs are not as fortunate as us.  This allows us 
to keep our membership fee low.  

 

 We have had good meetings with 
interesting profile speakers.  Our range of guest 
speakers have been excellent.  I would like to 
thank Kay Nelson for providing our speakers.  
Being able to show photos on theTV screen 
makes the talk much more interesting.  We must 
run to a strict timetable to include everything and 
finish on time.  We have a Committee Meeting 
starting at 9am, finish at 9:30-9:40am.  Then 
some socialising before the prompt start to our 
meeting at 10am.  At our last Committee Meeting, 
some members felt that the red bucket with four 
prizes was irrelevant.  I believe it provides a 
lighter side to our meetings.  On a vote, we 
decided to keep this interlude.  We try to finish 
about 10:40am so we can mingle and have a 
cuppa.  We need to start again at 11am sharp to 
allow our guest speaker an hour.  I have had a 
job to have everyone seated for an 11am start.  I 
didn’t mind having to raise my voice as it 
indicated to me that members are having a good 
time, much better than sitting around bored.  Our 
arrangement with the Bowling Club requires us to 
be finished by 12pm to vacate the room so it is 
available to their members. 

 

 I want to thank Peter Owen for providing 
us with a lot of very interesting V and E activities.  
Peter puts in a lot of groundwork to ensure the 
success of these days.  A highlight was a silo tour 
through the northwest of Victoria during 
September 2022.  We saw a lot of painted silo 
murals and a lot of other interesting displays.  At 
our Christmas gathering, at the Central Hotel in 
Lakes Entrance, we had a good attendance and 
the staff provided us with a lovely meal.  I was 
very pleased to present life memberships to June 
and Peter Owen.  These were thoroughly 
deserved.  June has been an outstanding 
Secretary for a number of years.  As well as 
taking and recording the minutes of the meetings, 
she does a lot of extra things to make all our 
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activities so much more successful and 
enjoyable.  Peter, as well as our V and E 
coordinator, has been President and Treasurer as 
well as providing valuable input to our meetings. 

 

 I want to thank Dawn Wallace for 
accepting the President’s position for the next 12 
months.  Thanks also to Leo Hamilton for 
accepting the Vice Presidency. 

 

 Peter Bryant, our Publicity Officer, has 
been able to give us excellent coverage in the 
Bairnsdale Advertiser.  Peter’s reports have 
enabled the public to see our club is active and 
interesting – thank you Peter. 

 

 Gary Grey accepted the Treasurer’s 
position through the year, after the death of Roger 
McCracken.  Thank you, Gary, for your efforts.  
Tom Eager has continued as our Auditor.  Jeff 
Robertson, as Almoner, has kept us up to date 
with members who have been ill.  Verna Stairs 
and Heather Bury have been ill for a long time.  
We hope they can recover from their problems.  
Rosemary Douglas is Assistant Secretary and 
Alison as Vice President.  I thank you four people 
for serving as Office Bearers.  John Latimer 
compiles the Bulletin and also keeps track of our 
membership – thanks John. 

 

 I was only able to attend once, the 
morning coffee group, who meet at Cells Café at 
10am on Monday mornings.  This sort of activity, 
Champions the ideals of Probus being friendship, 
fellowship, and fun. 

 

 I have enjoyed my time as your President.  
I hope my efforts have met with your approval. 

 

Neville Evans 

President 

 

 

Profile Speaker:  

 Mal Robertson 

 
 Mal was born in Dalmahoy Street, 

Bairnsdale on the 25th June 1928. Both 

grandparents lived in the eastend it was a very 

happy childhood. Grandfather Fuffa Heath had 

a beautiful orchard – apples, peaches, apricots, 

grapes and strawberries the like of which she 

does not get to taste these days. Each night, 

their cow, Molly came up from the farm to be 

milked and returned alone the next morning. 

Time was spent fishing, swimming and rowing 

the flat bottomed boat their father built for 

them.  

 Mal started school at “754” when she 

was 4.5 years old and never missed a day; she 

loved it! She won a scholarship to MGGS in 

Melbourne but did not like it and looked forward 

to coming home in 1945 when she worked at 

the Bank of NSW before returning to Melbourne 

to take up kindergarten training. While in 

Melbourne she met her future husband, Geoff 

who was a wool buyer then. They became 

engaged and married in 1950.They bought a 

farm at Bengworden which they developed into 

a fine merino stud over the years. Mal and 

Geoff had four sons, a doctor, a lawyer, a 

marine scientist and only one farmer, Rick.  

Mal and Geoff moved to Riverine Street and 

spent time travelling, 9 trips in all of which 6 

were to Europe including the last to Turkey and 

the city of the recent earthquake. 

 Mal enjoys Probus, Book Club, History 

class at U3A and her first love, Bridge! 

Mal and Geoff continue to live happily in 

Bairnsdale and have been married 72 years. 

For all our members 

who remember Mike 

Middleton – this joke 

is from him! 
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Guest Speakers Report: Kay Nelson 

advised that the Guest Speaker for 

April will be Liz Dorsett, Poet and 

Balladeer. 

V&E Report: Peter Owen advised 

that the V & E outing for March will 

be a tour of the ABC Studio in Sale 

followed by lunch at the Briagolong Hotel. 

Membership: John Latimer reported 

that the total membership now stands 

at 50 including 5 life members. 

Membership is capped at 70, so get 

your friends and acquaintances to “give Probus 

a try”. 

Treasurers Report:  Gary Gray 

Financial Report for 8th. March 2023 

Opening balance   $3551.72 

Receipts:  $   174.20 

Expenses:  $   356.28 

Closing Balance:   $3369.64 

A/cs for payment: $   445.75 

Available Funds:   $2923.89 

Publicity: Peter Bryant reported that 

Yeates Publishing has been 

approached to include the exposure 

that we currently enjoy in The 

Advertiser to be included in the circulation of 

The Lakes Post in future. 

Bulletin: John reported that there were no 

issues for the publication of the bulletin. 

Almoner: Geoff advised that the 

recent regular email updates on the 

welfare of members who are unwell 

prior to meetings were well received 

by the members and will be continued in future 

with the most recent updates also given at the 

meeting. Heather Bury is back in Bairnsdale 

while Verna Stares hopes to be back in 

Bairnsdale soon. Pat Abbott had a fall in her 

garden in Wodonga and was hospitalised with 3 

stents inserted to her heart. 

General Business: Suggested Changes to 

Standing Resolutions as follows:- 

 MEETINGS & OUTINGS 

 Current: General meetings are held on the 

2nd Wednesday each month, commencing at 

9.45 am proceeded by a Committee Meeting 

commencing at 9.15 am as determined by 

the President. 

 Change to: General meetings are held on the 

2nd Wednesday each month, commencing at 

10.00 am proceeded by a Committee 

Meeting commencing at 9.00 am as 

determined by the President.  

 MEMBERSHIP 

 Current: The maximum number of ordinary 

members is 100. 

 Change to: The maximum number of ordinary 

members is 70 as resolved at a Committee 

Meeting on 8th February 2023.  

 MANAGEMENT 

 Current: The Committee is to consist of: 

President, Vice President, Immediate Past 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, and up five 

additional Committeemen responsible for: 

Membership & Bulletin, Speakers, Visits & 

Entertainment, Almoner and Probus Liaison. 

Change to: The Committee is to consist of: 

President, Vice President, Immediate Past 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, and up seven 

additional Committeemen responsible for: 

Membership, Bulletin, Speakers, Visits & 

Entertainment, Almoner, Publicity Officer and 

Assistant Secretary

 SUBSCRIPTIONS

 Current: The subscription payable by 

members shall be $40 per annum not 

withstanding that a spouse or partner of a 

member will incur a subscription of $30 per 

annum.

 Change to: The subscription payable by 

members shall be as determined annually at 

the Annual Meeting. 

 Current: The joining fee payable by members 

on admission to the Club is $25. 

 Change to: The joining fee payable by 

members on admission to the Club shall be 

determined annually at the Annual Meeting. 

    Carried 

.  

Club Notice Board 
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Judith Robbins 10/4 

Graham Barnett 11/4 

Dawn Wallace  12/4 

John Leach  17/4 

John Nelson  24/4 

Tom De Voil  26/4  

 

 

 

Lucky door prizes this month 

were: 

Peter Bryant 

Kay Nelson 

Pam Evans 

        Andrea Ford 

Rex Blennerhassett introduced Beth and Ken 

Lade to the meeting who were duly inducted to 

the fellowship of the club by President Neville.  

 

President Neville and Past President John 

Haylock working hard on promoting Probus at 

the Clubs new membership drive at the recent 

Howitt Park Market Day on Sunday 26th 

February 2023.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
       

       

    

Lucky Door Prize winners for 

March 

 

 

President Elect, Dawn Wallace 

accepting the Chain of Office. 



6 | P a g e  

 

The New Committee

 
 

 

 

 

 

The onus is on you as Club members to support 

the new committee as much as you can.  The 

committee is always happy to hear ideas and 

complaints from the members – this is the only 

way they understand what you as members 

want.      

 Club Activities 
Dates to Remember until the next meeting: 

 Monday 13th March -  NO Coffee morning as 
it is a public holiday 

 Monday 20th March –– Coffee Morning at 
Cells Café at 10.00 am 

 Wednesday 22nd March - V & E Activity – 
10.30 at the ABC in Sale followed by lunch at 
the Briagolong Hotel 

 Monday 27th March  – Coffee Morning at 
Cells Café at 10.00 am 

 Monday 3rd April – Coffee morning at Cells 
Café at 10.00 am 

 Wednesday 10th April  – NO Coffee morning 
as it is Easter. 

 Wednesday 12th April – Club meeting at 
10.00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership is now due: 

Members are advised the annual fees are now 

due. Fees are $30 per member and $20 per 

second member of the family.  Please pay 

directly into the Probus Account -  the 

preferred method.   

Account Name:  The Probus Club of Bairnsdale 

Account Number:  BSB 033 203  Acc No:  750806 

  Or 

By cheque or cash paid to the Treasurer 

Monthly Funnies: 
 

 

Back:  Neville Evans, Keith Ford, Gary Gray, Peter Bryant, 

John Latimer 

Front:  June Owen, Rosemary Douglas, Dawn Wallace 

(President) Kay Nelson and Geoff Robertson. 

  Absent:  Leo Hamilton 

A trucker came into a Truck Stop Cafe' and placed his 
order. He said I want three flat tires, a pair of headlights 
and a pair of running boards.' The brand new waitress, 
not wanting to appear stupid, went to the kitchen and 
said to the cook: 
 
'This guy out there just ordered three flat tires, a pair of 
headlights and a pair of running boards..... What does 
he think this place is an auto parts store?' 
 
'No,' the cook said. 'Three flat tires mean three 
pancakes; a pair of headlights is two eggs sunny side up; 
and a pair of running boards... Are 2 slices of crisp 
bacon! 
 
'Oh... OK!' said the waitress. She thought about it for a 
moment and then spooned up a bowl of beans and gave 
it to the customer. 
 
The trucker asked, 'What are the beans for, Honey?' 
'She replied, 'I thought while you were waiting for the 
flat tires, headlights and running boards, you might as 
well gas up! 

 
A woman is sitting at her recently deceased husband’s 
funeral. A man leans in to her and asks, “Do you mind if 
I say a word?” 
 
“No, go right ahead”, she replies. 
 
The man stands, clears his throat, says “Plethora”, and 
sits back down. 
 
“Thanks”, said the woman, “that means a lot”. 
 

 


