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NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 8t February 2023

At the Bairnsdale Bowls Club, 54 Grant St at 10.00am
HOSTS: Jeff Fuller & Verna Stares
MEETING ARRANGER: Rex Blennerhassett.
PROFILE SPEAKER: Bev Jordan
GUEST SPEAKER SUBJECT: Prof. Derek Russell,
The Gippsland Lakes

Special Interest Groups

The Following Special
Interest Groups are
being established.
Please  advise the
Secretary if you would
like to be part of any or
all of these.

Arts/Entertainment
Walking/coffee

Caravan & cabin

NEXT QUTING
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Picnic at
Apex Park, Stratford
Food Supplied
When: Wednesday, 25" January, 2023
Time: 12.00pm Cost: $10.00 pp.

Directions: Apex Park turn-off is situated on the left off the main street

immediately prior to the bridge over the River Avon. A visit to a local attraction

may be planned. Details to be advised.

P.S. Please bring sweets to share, plates, cutlery & it might be prudent to bring

a chair for your personal comfort along with some Aerogard !

ADDRESS ALL
CORRESPONDENCE ETC.
TO SEC. June PO. BOX
1802, BAIRNSDALE
3875

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Every Monday except on Public Holidays: The Bairnsdale Monday morning
coffee group is now meeting at The Cells at 10.00am. Look forward to seeing

you there. Easy parking & great coffee.
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January 2023

President Neville’s Report

January 2023

Meeting Date: 14/12/22-11/01/23

Not a lot happening during the holiday period in
our club. It was good to get back into the routine
at our January meeting. Numbers were down
due to holidays and illness, 30 members and 2
guests, and a lot of apologies. Heather Bury,
Verna Stairs and Jean Bowe are quite unwell
amongst others. | wish them a speedy recovery
from their problems. Due to a misunderstanding,
we didn’t have a profile speaker.

Our guest speaker, at short notice, was Trevor
Handcock. He gave us a most interesting
address on the gold industry. Trevor was very
well received by all present on his outstanding
knowledge of gold. His comments were
enhanced by a lovely collection of jewellery.
There were valuable rings and other jewellery that
Trevor has acquired during his life. Some
interesting history that Trevor spoke of, was firstly
a huge fire in 1851 that incinerated half of
Victoria. The fire started from a fire left
unattended by two drovers. The temperature was
47C in Melbourne that day. Once gold was found
in Victoria, the news spread to Europe and
thousands of people were desperate to get here.
650 shipwrecks were recorded in the early days
with people that didn’t make it. Gold rings were a
symbol of wealth. During the depression, many
pieces of gold were exchanged by desperate
miners to purchase food and other essentials.

Australia is the biggest producer, in value, of gold
in the world. Gold exports rank fifth, in value, of
all our commodities. 21% of known gold is still in
the ground. The purest gold in the world comes
from Ballarat.

Our next V&E is on Wednesday 25 January at the
Stratford Park alongside the river. Cost $10 with
food provided. Anyone bringing a sweet would be
appreciated. Hopefully a visit to Anchor Homes
at Stratford can also be incorporated on this day.
Keep watching the computer for updates.

The next meeting is on 8 February.

Neville Evans

Profile Speaker:

There was no Profile Speaker this month.

Recent member, Bev Jordan will be our profile
speaker for February.

Club Notice Board

Guest Speakers Report: Kay advised that the
Balladeer due to speak was ill. She has
managed to secure Trevor Hancock who will
speak on “The Gold Rush in Victoria”. The
speaker for February will be Prof Derek Russell
on “The Gippsland Lakes”.

V&E Report: The outing for January will be lunch
at Apex Park, Stratford on Wednesday 25t
January, beginning at 12 noon at a cost of
$10.00pp. Some volunteers are required to
bring a sweet to share.

Membership: Total membership stands at 48
including 5 life members. Membership is
capped at 70, so get your friends &
acquaintances to “give Probus a try”.
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Treasurers Report: Gary Gray
Financial Report for 11th January 2023

Opening Balance $3,826.61
Receipts

Total Receipts $1,866.10
Expenses

Total Expenses $ 1,771.20
Closing Balance $3,921.51
A/cs for payment

Total A/cs for payment $ 710.79
Available Funds $3,210.72
2022 Christmas party

Outgoings

Meals $1,683.00

Raffle & Table Gifts $452.27
Total out $2,135.27

Incomings

Members/guests $1,563.00
Raffle tickets $245.00
Total in $1,808.00
COST TO CLUB FUNDS

-$327.27

Publicity: Peter Bryant: There was a very good

*w article in The Advertiser the week
after Xmas with a story on our Xmas
lunch. President Neville thanked
Peter on his excellent work.

Bulletin: John Latimer reported that there were
no issues for the publication of

the bulletin this month.

Almoner: Geoff Robertson reported that Verna
= Stares, Heather Bury & Jean

: v Bowe all have poor health at

‘ the moment. Geoff also
= mentioned that some members

were having difficulty in attending meetings
caring for their partners, namely Peter Foster,
lan Prince & Ray Kleinitz.

General Business:

e Probus Day. The Club has agreed to
celebrate Probus Day by having a stall at
the Bairnsdale Sunday Market in
February. John Haylock is responsible for
the roster. If you able to spare an hour,
contact John on 0408 524 280.

e Life Membership was bestowed on June
and Peter Owen at the Christmas Lunch.
The arrangements were undertaken by
the Committee in confidence for obvious
reasons.

¢ Nominations for Committee: Nomination

®) ) . forms have been emailed

to all members. Please

give committee

participation serious
T thought as the Club
needs to have all positions filled before
the AGM in March to ensure the smooth
running of the Club for the new year.

e Peter McNair advised that it would be his
last meeting as he has sold his home in

1 Metung and will

be returning to

the UK

. K permanently.

Farwell Peter and Sylvia and all the best

from the Club.

a3
January/February Birthdays

February

January
Alex Dunbar 2/1  Pat Abbott 12/2
JohnHurry 8/1 Verna Stares 22/2
lan Prince 9/1 John Latimer 27/2
John Haylock 10/1
Geoff Robertson 18/1
John Sykes 30/1

Lucky Door Prize winners for
January

Lucky door prizes this month were:

Bev Jordan

Alex Dunbar joat! //\*‘
Dawn Wallace *I*/\ \ .
. (] H Q.(/‘*
Leo Hamilton | ”:/ﬁ
) |Page



How is our Club functioning!
There was no Profile Speaker at the January
meeting and the Club took the advantage of
asking members to express their views on how
the Club is run. A “Health Check” of the Club
some years ago showed the many of the
members were not aware of what happens in
their Club. As a result of this a similar “Health
Check” will be conducted this year.

Out of the discussion the following
comments were expressed after reviewing the
comments from the last survey:

° The induction process for new members
is conducted under PSPL protocol.

° Members who are dissatisfied need to
contribute to the Club

o We have an aging Club but many
members feel confident in the fellowship
offered by its members.

° The Profile Speaker section of a meeting
is very informative and with the recording of this
in the Bulletin members can look back to get an
understanding of members background.

° The Club has a great range of Guest
Speakers

° New members felt welcome and you
need to dwell on the positive, not the negative.
o The Club could solicit feedback from
members each year.

° If a member is not satisfied it is up to

them to say so, the Club cannot fix something
that they are not aware of.

o Members should be made aware of what
is in the Induction Kit given to new members.

As a result of this discussion “Club Health
Check” pamphlets have been ordered from
Probus South Pacific Ltd and will be distributed
at the February meeting.

e

Trevor holding a Miners Broach valued at $100K.

Gold transformed early Victoria. On 6th
February 1851, the colony was in drought & the
temperature in Melbourne was 47c. Buildings
at the time were basic, slab hut construction.
Bullockies had set a cooking fire which caused
a raging bush fire, incinerating ¥ of Victoria &
Killing 12 people. The day became known as
Black Thursday.

During this same year, the Victorian
colony became separated from NSW. Later that
year in August, gold was found at Ballarat. At
that time, the population of Victoria was
77,000. With the influx of prospectors, that
population had grown to 237,000 within 2
years. As an indication of the flood of people
arriving to seek their fortunes at that time, 650
ships had gone down in Bass Strait, the
Shipwreck Coast.

Prospectors would arrive in Melbourne,
purchase a wheelbarrow, picks, shovels &
associated prospecting paraphernalia & then
walk, pushing their wheelbarrow & belongings
to Ballarat.

Gold was the currency at the time.
Following the prospectors, jewellers & watch
makers arrived to process the gold found by the
prospectors. Every country town had jewellers &
watch makers & successful prospectors would
wear gold jewellery to show their wealth.
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Miners gold broaches & rings showing
kangaroos & emus, called miners broaches
have mostly gone to the smelters, but those
remaining have become so valuable, fakes have
been prevalent. Original pieces have the marks
of the early colonial jewellers indicating their
work.

Many of the great institutions that exist
today have been built from the fortunes of the
gold rushes of that time.

21% of the worlds gold reserves are held
in Australia & gold is our fourth largest export
today.

A fascinating story well told.

R =
Club Activities

Dates to Remember until the next meeting:

° Monday +16" January - Coffee morning at
Cells Café at 10.00 am

° Monday 23" January — Coffee morning at
Cells café at 10.00 am

° Wednesday 25t January —V & E Outing at
Apex Park in Stratford at 12 noon.

° Monday 30th January — Coffee Morning at
Cells Café at 10.00 am

° Monday 6" February — Coffee morning at
Cells Café at 10.00 am

Note: the Coffee mornings do not operate on
public holidays.

B

Don’t Forget

The Club’s AGM will -
be held in March. We need
nominations for the Committee to be submitted
to the Secretary by the end of February at the
latest, preferable earlier. Nomination forms are
available from the Secretary, please give June a
call on 0419 681 445 and she will ensure you
get a form.. Please think about putting your

hand up and contributing to this wonderful Club.

A TEST FOR YOU.

Test Your Brain
This is really cool.

ALZHEIMER'S EYE TEST
(I love this part.. It’s absolutely amazing!)

Count every "F" in the following text:

FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF
YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED
WITHTHE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.....
(SEE BELOW)

HOW MANY 'F's?
Count them again.

WRONG, THERE ARE 6 - no joke..

READ IT AGAIN !

Really, go Back and Try to find the 6 'F's
before you scroll down.

The reasoning behind this is

further down.

The brain cannot process "OF".

FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF
YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED
WITHTHE EXPERIENCE OFYEARS.....

Incredible or what?
Anyone who counts all 6 'F's on the first go
is a genius.

Three is normal, four is quite rare.
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