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NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 8t March 2023
At the Bairnsdale Bowls Club, 54 Grant St at 10.00am
HOSTS: Brett Roulston & John Sykes
MEETING ARRANGER: Rex Blennerhassett.
PROFILE SPEAKER: Mal Robertson
GUEST SPEAKER: There is no Guest Speaker for March as the
AGM will follow the General Meeting at 11.00am

Special Interest Groups

The Following Special
Interest Groups are
being established.
Please  advise the
Secretary if you would
like to be part of any or
all of these.

Arts/Entertainment
Walking/coffee

Caravan & cabin

NEXT OUTING

Gunaikurni Land & Waters

Aboriginal Corporation S
(Tﬁe old Forest Tech off the nghway at Kallmna)

View the Aboriginal Art & Culture at the Art Gallery.
Browse to your hearts content!

Coffee is available at the Café.

When: Monday, 20th February 2023

Meet at the Gallery at
10.30am before travelling
to Wyanga Park Winery for
lunch at 12.00 noon.

ADDRESS ALL

TO SEC. June PO. BOX
1802, BAIRNSDALE
3875

CORRESPONDENCE ETC.

ﬁOR’ YOUR CALENDAR

Every Monday except on Public Holidays: The Bairnsdale Monday morning
coffee group is now meeting at The Cells at 10.00am. Look forward to seeing
you there. Easy parking & great coffee.
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President Neville’s Report

February 2023

Meeting Date: 11/01/23 — 08/02/23

Our V&E activity for the month was a visit to the
Apex Park at Stratford on the 25th of January
2023. 29 members and guests had an enjoyable
day. June and Peter had pulled lamb and turkey
with potatoes and salads. The ladies had sweets
and slices which we all enjoyed in pleasant
surrounds.

Our meeting on the 8" of February 2023 saw 36
members and 6 guests with a lot of apologies.
Heather Bury is making a slow recovery after
having a fall, injuring her leg that is proving
difficult to heal. Verna Stairs had a bad fall with 8
broken ribs. We give Verna or best wishes; it will
take her a long while to recover.

Our profile speaker was Bev Jordan. Bev grew up
in Melbourne where her parents had a shop
where she helped out. She started working at
Safeway pricing groceries. She then worked in
the ANZ bank. She and her husband operated an
orchard for a while. They have 2 boys. They sold
the orchard and travelled around Australia for 12
months. They toured extensively through Europe.
Her husband drove coaches and Bev hosted the
passengers. Bev finished up in Lakes Entrance

in 2000. She counted up moving 25 times during
her life.

Our guest speaker was Professor Derrick Russell
who spoke on birds on the Gippsland Lakes. He
gave us a very interesting talk accompanied with
many screen slides of a big variety of birds that
are common and some endangered and rare.
There are 92 species recorded on the Gippsland
Lakes which is classified as a Ramsar site. There
are estimated to be 1,100 pelicans on the Lakes.
There are a lot of migratory birds which arrive
from October to April. Many of these birds travel
thousands of kilometres. A Godwick was tracked
covering 12,500 kilometres. The Lakes cover
60,000 hectares. The catchment of the Lakes
covers 2,000,000 million hectares. Rainfall and
flooding have a big impact on numbers. Black
swans and chestnut teal are the two most
common species. Agricultural runoff and carp are
impacting the Lakes system. There have been
2,000 surveys on the Lakes and other East
Gippsland waterways.

Our next V&E is a trip to the Aboriginal art gallery
at Kalimna on Monday the 20™ February 2023,
meeting at 10:30am. This will be followed by
lunch at the Wyanga Park winery.

We will be having a Probus promotion day at the
Howitt Park market on the 26" February 2023. A
few members presence would help during the
morning.

Our next meeting is the Annual Meeting on the 8"
of March 2023. We have nominations for most
positions, but so far, we do not have a President
nomination.

Neville Evans
President
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Profile Speaker:

Bev Jordan

Bev was born in Ormond but moved to
Healesville where the family ran a hardware
shop. While she helped in the shop with dusting
and tiding shelves, her great pleasure was going
with her father making deliveries to the
Healesville sanctuary.

Her career involved working at Woolworths, Box
Hill as an inventory controller before joining the
ANZ Bank at Templestowe and experienced a
traumatic armed robbery which left her
suffering shock and anxiety for some time after
the event.

Bev married and she & her husband had two
sons. They had several businesses during their
married life which included a commercial
orchard.

On retirement, they bought a caravan and spent
considerable time travelling around Australia
before settling in Swan Hill, which was not Bev’s
choice, later to finally settle in Lakes Entrance
in 2000. She and her husband separated some
10 years ago. During their married life, they had
25 moves!

At one stage, Bev’s husband took on a job as a
coach driver and she became a Coach Hostess,
looking after passengers while travelling around
the country. She has a passion for travelling.

Her interests are with U3A, Probus and
gardening.

R

Club Notice Board

e Guest Speakers Report: Kay
Nelson advised that this month’s
speaker will be Prof. Derek Russell
speaking on “Birds of the
Gippsland Lakes. There will be no
speaker for March due to our AGM. Kay is
hoping to get a Bush Poet for the April meeting.

V&E Report: Peter Owen advised
that the February outing will be a
visit to the Gunaikurni Land & Water
.« Aboriginal Corporation followed by

Membership: John Latimer

Total membership stands at 48
. including 5 life members.

e Membership is capped at 70, so
get your friends and acquaintances to “give
Probus a try”.

Treasurers Report:  Gary Gray

-~ Financial Report for 8th. February

“ 2023
Opening balance $3921.51
Receipts: $ 341.00
Expenses: $ 710.79
Closing Balance: $3551.72
A/cs for payment: $ 356.28
Available Funds: $3195.44

Publicity: Peter Bryant advised
that the Club again had an article
in the Advertiser after our
January meeting.
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Bulletin: John Latimer reported that there were
no issues for the publication of the bulletin this
month.

March Birthdays

Almoner: Geoff Robertson
mentioned that it was good to see
Jean Bowe back at the meeting
after several stints in hospital.
Heather Bury has now been in

Pam Evans 3/3

hospltal for some three weeks, but Bill was now

home from respite care and we welcomed him Bev Jordan 19/3

back to today’s meeting. Rosemary Douglas  26/3
Jeff Fuller 27/3

Verna Stares has had a nasty fall & broken
several ribs and is in the Royal Melbourne
Hospital getting the best care available. Kerry
Caire has been in touch with Verna and Verna is
appreciates everyone’s concern.

Lucky Door Prize winners for
February

Lucky door prizes this month were
General Business: L

et el Peter Bryant
e Probus Day. The Club has agreed to i '\’““\',:',AT‘ ONS John Leach
celebrate Probus Day by having a stall at ® ,:;s’ =R T Geoff Robertson
the Bairnsdale Sunday Market at Howitt E@;l AP Dawn Wallace

Park on 26t February. John Haylock is _ é\‘
responsible for the roster. If you able to '
spare an hour, contact John on 0408
524 280.

e Twenty Year Certificate:

Nominations for 2023-2024

President Neville Committee
had great
pleasure in So far we have the following nominations:
presenting John PRESIDENT:
. ~ "] Leach with his 20 VICE PRESIDENT: Dawn Wallace
Year Certificate of membership with our SECRETARY: Keith Ford
Club. Well done, John. ASSIST. SECRETRY: Rosemary Douglas
e March Meeting: President Neville TREASURER: Gary Gray
advised that the Bistro will not be V & E Co-ord. Peter Owen
available for lunch at our March PUBLICITY: Peter Bryant
meeting. The Committee will endeavour PUBLISHER: John Latimer
to find an alternative venue prior to the ALMONER: Geoff Robertson
meeting. MEMBERSHIP: John Latimer

e Nominations for Committee: Nomination GUEST SPEAKERS: Kay Nelson

forms have been emailed to all
members. Please give committee
participation serious thought as the Club
needs to have all positions filled before
the AGM in March to ensure the smooth
running of the Club for the coming year.

e

SOCIAL SECRETARY: June Owen
MEETING ARRANGER:
PAST PRESIDENT: Neville Evans
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The Club is still seeking a President and a
person to be Meeting Arranger. Meeting
Arranger basically puts up the banner each day.
Finds the microphone and helps with shifting
tables if necessary.

Nominations are still open for all positions,
just because we have one nomination doesn'’t
mean you cannot nhominate. An election
would be healthy for the Club.

If you would like to lead the Club for the
coming year or can think of someone that
you could approach to be President, please
let the committee know. It is important that
we have all positions with at least one
nomination before the AGM to insure a
smooth running AGM.

Guest Speaker: Professor

Hon. Ass. Prof. of
4 Veterinary and
Agricultural
Sciences and
President of Bird
Life, Australia.

L

Covering the East Gippsland and Wellington
Shires in Victoria’s east, Bird Life East
Gippsland promotes the appreciation,
understanding and conservation of birds and
their habitats. The region includes some of
the state’s most magnificent wilderness
areas, encompassing the waterways of the
Gippsland Lakes, 90 Mile Beach, the Snowy
River region, extensive old-growth forests,
alpine meadows and the last free-flowing wild
rivers of south-eastern Australia. Associated

with these diverse habitats is an equally
diverse range of birds.

Australia has over 1000 different species of
bird life of which some 500 different species
are in Victoria. Water birds account for 92 of
these species.

Ramsar is an international convention for the
preservation of wetlands. There are 11 sites
in Australia of which the Gippsland Lakes
was designated in 1982. The area embraces
60000 ha and is home to 40-50k shore birds
& waterfowl.

Ramsar has particular interest in the terns
including spoonbills, ibises, heron, egret,
great crested grebe (seen in fresh water),
waders and shore birds.

The lakes are home to 30 breeding pair of
hooded plover, 27 nesting sites of birds of
prey including white bellied sea eagles,
swamp harriers, falcons and kites. There are
1100 pelicans, but the predominant species
are black swans and chestnut teals.

There is great diversity in the numbers and
species from a count taken during the period
1987 to 2012 but the general trend is down.
Factors that affect the numbers from one year
to the next is the migratory nature of the
different species. Inland drought encourages
birds to migrate to the Gippsland Lakes
whereas if there has been general rain, bird
numbers tend to go down. Conversely, rain
down, bird population is up.

Generally speaking, populations are stable
with no clear trends. Droughts tend to make
the Lakes a drought refuge.

Future impacts on the bird’s habitat include
rising sea levels, more extreme rainfall with
an increased evaporation rate that will affect
wetland areas.

Threats to the birdlife in the region are
agricultural effluent, algal blooms, acid soils
and issues such as mercury contamination in
the waterways.

Birdlife Australia web site can be accessed
at: birdlife.org.au/groups/east-gippsland/
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Club Activities

Dates to Remember until the next meeting:

Monday 13" February - Coffee morning at
Cells Café at 10.00 am

Monday 20" February — No Coffee morning
because V & E Activity

V & E Activity — 10.30 at GLaWAC and then
lunch at Wyanga Winery.

Monday 27t February — Coffee Morning at
Cells Café at 10.00 am

Monday 6" March — Coffee morning at Cells
Café at 10.00 am

Wednesday 8" March — Probus Meeting
followed by the AGM.

B

Funnies!

A little girl was at a wedding
with her parents.

Slightly confused, after the
nuptials, she asked her mother
why the bride changed her
mind.

“What do you mean?”
responded her mother, looking

perplexed.

“Well,” the little girl, with the kind of observational
powers only a child can manage. “She went down the
aisle with one man and came back with another!”

| was in a couple's home Please Login

Username: | Alexam™m,

trying to fix their Internet
connection. The husband
called out to his wife in the
other room for the computer
password. "Start with a
capital S, then 123," she shouted back.

We tried S123 several times, but it didn't work. So we
called the wife in. As she input the password, she
muttered, "l really don't know what's so difficult
about typing 'Start123."

A woman stormed up to the front
desk of the library and said, "l have
a complaint!"

"Yes, Ma'am?" said the librarian
looking up at her.

"l borrowed a book last week and it was horrible!"

Puzzled by her complain the librarian asked, "What
was wrong with it?"

"It had way too many characters and there was no
plot whatsoever!" said the blonde.

The librarian nodded and said, "Ahhh. So you must be
the person who took our phone book."

Some Riddles to finish with.
Q: What happens when the smog lifts in Los Angeles?

A: U.C.LA.

Q: Did you hear about the comedian owl?

A: He was a real hoot.

Q: Why did the blonde keep ice cubes in the freezer?

A: So she could keep the refrigerator cold.

Q: Why don't blondes like making KOOL-AID?

A: Because they can't fit 8 cups of water in the little
packet.

Q: What goes up when the rain comes down?

A: An umbrella.

Q: What do you call a surgeon with eight arms?
A: A doctopus!

Try these out on your grandchildren!
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