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NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 10t May 2023

At the Bairnsdale Bowls Club, 54 Grant St at 10.00am
HOSTS: Jeanette Blennerhassett and Tom de Voil

MEETING ARRANGER: John Haylock.

PROFILE SPEAKER: Keith Ford

GUEST SPEAKER: To be advised.

Special Interest Groups

The Following Special
Interest Groups are
being established.
Please  advise the
Secretary if you would
like to be part of any or
all of these.

Arts/Entertainment
Walking/coffee

Caravan & cabin

NEXT OUTING

BBQ Lunch

: Johnsonville Riverside
= Park

26t April 2023
Time: 11.30am
Cost: $10.00 pp

All food supplied
BYO plates, cutlery, drinks & chair.

ADDRESS ALL
CORRESPONDENCE ETC. TO
SEC. Keith, PO. BOX 1802,

BAIRNSDALE 3875

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Every Monday except on Public Holidays: The Bairnsdale Monday morning
coffee group is now meeting at The Cells at 10.00am. Look forward to seeing
you there. Easy parking & great coffee.
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President Dawn’s Report

April 2023

At our April General Meeting | was extremely
pleased to welcome 39 members and 7
guests. A great turnout. Among our guests
was Charles Fife, a longtime Probian who
has recently moved from Glenroy to Kalimna
West. Introduced by Val Stafford, whom
many of you may know, Charles hopes to
become a member as soon as possible.
Three other guests, Michael Padula, Paul
Hosegood and Marj Goodwin have had their
applications for membership approved. Itis
very encouraging to see our member
numbers increasing.

Our profile speaker was Pam Evans. We
enjoyed hearing about her early life working
in banks around Gippsland. Imagine 7 bank
branches in one town. She also took us on a
journey across the world with her passion for
travelling resulting in many adventurous
overseas trips. She did forget to mention
Norfolk Island and her travelling companion.

| wonder why? Her enthusiasm for
needlework and dancing also shone through.

After meeting procedures were completed
and a much-needed coffee break and chat,
our Guest Speakers took center stage.

Unfortunately, our original speaker, Liz
Dorsett, was unable to attend so at very short
notice Andrea and Keith Ford agreed to fill
the gap. Andrea spoke with passion about
The Arts and Opera by the Lake, and Keith
showed us he is more than just a competent,
newly elected Secretary. We had costumes,
a video, jokes and stories. A big thank you to
both Andrea and Keith for entertaining us and
informing us about the importance of The Arts
in our local area. Thanks to Bill Bury also for
his brief rendition.

April 12. My first Committee Meeting and
General Meeting as President. And |
survived. | have received so much
encouragement and support from members,
reflecting the spirit of Probus. Friendship,
Fellowship and Fun. Thank you. | hope all
members and visitors enjoyed the day as
much as | did.

President Dawn.
==l
Profile Speaker:

Pam Evans

Pam was born in Sale in 1944 and was
educated at Sale State School and later, at the
Sale Technical School. She enjoyed school and
her childhood playing cricket and other games
in the street. Not much traffic in those days with
the milkman delivering the milk by horse and
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cart. Each year, in the vacant block, there was
always a bonfire for Guy Fawkes Night.

Her life was varied and interesting what
with the Brownie Girl Guides where she met
Baden Powell, the founder of the movement,
going to local dances, playing tennis and
badminton.

After school, Pam worked at the Bank of
NSW. There were seven banks in Sale at that
time. At one point Pam was transferred to
Melbourne, which she did not enjoy and applied
for a transfer to Bairnsdale in 1964. She joined
a badminton club and travelled around the
district playing other local groups. She was
asked to join Young Farmers at Wy Yung where
she met her future husband, Neville.

Pam and Neville have three daughters
who all went to university and doing well in their
respective chosen careers. Their son did an
apprenticeship in plumbing and now has his
own business in Mirboo North. They have 8
grandchildren.

Pam has always led an active life with
Red Cross for 38 years, Girl Guides for 25 years,
Bowils for 30 years, Kindergarten and Mothers
Clubs. Whatever the family were involved in,
Pam and Neville were too.

Pam’s main hobby, however, is sewing
and embroidery which she gained from her
mother. An embroidery piece that she entered
at the Bairnsdale Show ended up at the Royal
Melbourne Show.

Pam’s other passion is travel. She has
seen much of Australia, travelled overseas on
10 occasion on her own and two with Neville.
Amongst all this adventure, Pam still really
enjoys her association with Probus.

v

Club Notice Board

Guest Speakers Report: Kay Nelson advised
that Liz Dorsett was unavailable due to ill
health. Andrea and Keith Ford have offered to
stand in lieu. Future speakers may include an
apple grower, milk producer, veterinary officer
and a bank official on computer scams.

V&E Report: June Owen advised that the April
outing will be a BBQ at the Johnsonville
Riverside Park. Starting at 11.30 am. All food
supplied, bring your own cutlery and plates.
Cost is $10 per head.

Peter Owen also spoke on the proposed
bus trip scheduled for Sydney and the Blue
Mountains in October. Firm commitments are
required by 19t April 2023.

Membership: Total membership as at February
was 48 with 5 Life Members. However,
membership is increasing with 3 new members
approved at the April meeting.

RENEW YOUR

[
MEMBERSHIP b,

Members are reminded that this year’s
memberships are due now. If you haven’t
already paid your dues, you can pay them
directly into the Clubs Bank account (the
preferred method)

Name of Account: The Probus Club of
Bairnsdale

BSB: 033 203 Account No: 750806

Or you can pay Treasurer Gary Gray directly at
the next meeting.

Fees are: $30 per member, $20 for the second
member of the family. There is a fee of $20 for
those members who do not receive information
electronically.
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Treasurers Report: Peter Owen submitted the
following report on behalf of Gary Gray who was
away.

Financial Report for 12t April 2023

Opening balance as at 8/3/2023 $3369.64
$ 572.00

Expenses: $ 445.75

Closing Balance as at 31/3/2023 $3495.89

Receipts:

A/cs for payment: $ 127.10
Available Funds as at 31/3/2023 $3368.79

Publicity: Peter Bryant advised that future club
news will be in both The Advertiser and the
Lakes Post, hopefully in the same week.

Bulletin: John Latimer reported that there were
no issues for the publication of the bulletin this
month.

Almoner: Geoff Robertson advised that he is
waiting on information for Verna Stares.
Heather Bury is now at home with TLC from Bill!
Peter Foster is still not fully fit but sends his
best wishes to the members.

VALE: verna Stares
1934 - 2023

Verna recently passed away after a fall
several months ago.

Verna had been a member of the Club
for nearly 5 years, and in that time she
has been an eager participant in any
activity the Club held. She made many
valuable friends in the short time she
was a member and the Club passes on
its condolences to Verna’s family.

Lucky door prizes for the
month of April 2023

Lucky door prize winners this month were:

Kerry Caire

Neville Evans ¥ M‘K‘@)

wnares For 6'0'11‘ graralatign's
eith For @ © ** @
==

Birthdays for May, 2023

Kay Nelson 2/5
Alison Farthing 4/5

Guest Speaker for April :

Andrea Ford with Assistance
from Husband, Keith.

Liz Dorsett ‘POPUP POET’ was unable to
attend the April meeting as guest speaker at the
last moment and Andrea and Keith Ford were
invited to fill the ‘gap’ with an overview of
Gippsland Opera and the Arts.

4| Page



Andrea and Keith were very involved with
Mornington Peninsula Shire and Chamber of
Commerce’s and the Arts were part of that.
Andrea’s brief when she took on the consultant
job with the Shire was summed up in brief
words “Make us Busy” and there is no better
way of making a region busy than
big events. That became Andrea and Keith's
life for the 14 years they lived there.

They ran many concerts, operas and
musicals in some superb venues in the region,
including Briars and Beleura House and
Gardens where the full operas were performed.
What a backdrop those gardens supplied. From
Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte -Puccini’'s LaBoheme -
Puccini’s Madam Butterfly, plus in colder
weather concerts inside the magnificent large
performance hall. Dame Elizabeth Murdoch was
their number one fan, attending as many of
their Mornington Peninsula Theatre Company’s
performances as possible, always reserving a
front row seat.

Dame Elisabeth enjoyed every moment,
including Keith’s jokes. That support was also
directed at the young up and coming singers
that Keith and Andrea discovered and brought
on board, to ensure they could give a hand up
on the ladder of performance.

Andrea and Keith eventually moved to
East Gippsland along with their props,
costumes, and all things theatre, Andrea
officially registered Gippsland Opera, and took
the name of OPERA BY THE LAKES, with no idea
where that was going to be performed, but it
was nevertheless in place.

On a visit to Nyerimilang Heritage Park,
not long after they arrived here, Andrea could
see the potential for an outdoor event and
having the name O.B.T.L. already registered, it
fitted like a glove.

PARKS Melbourne agreed it was a venue that
not many people knew existed, and PARKS
head office did say that O.B.T.L. moved that
park from the bottom of the PARKS list to near
the top.

At the time poor signage, something
Andrea and Keith immediately set to work with

Vic Roads and the Shire to rectify. The signs had
been there but had faded to such an extent that
one could not read what or where the tourism
boards were saying. This small but vital move
was just the beginning of Gippsland Opera’s
journey to help Nyerimilang, and East Gippsland
become an important part of the Arts, designed
to attract patrons from far and wide, with bus
loads, and cars coming from Melbourne, South
Australia, Canberra, Mornington Peninsula and
also a tour group from New Zealand, then you
know it works!

With 900 - 1,000 patrons coming each
year, many staying for five nights or more,
touring the region, visiting restaurants, cafes,
enjoying the produce of the region, staying in
hotels, motels, B&B’s and caravan parks. That
is one part that helps a region’s economy.
Patrons and performers go back to their own
states, having had a wonderful experience, and
they become walking ambassadors for East
Gippsland.

Costumes were given to them by
Melbourne Theatre Company. Meredith, part of
the staff of the Bowling Club, became their
model to showcase one of the Capes worn
for the divine ‘LITTLE MIGHT MUSIC’

Another huge highlight of this
presentation was Keith’s recital of C.J.Dennis’s
poem, The Songs of a Sentimental Bloke.

Some Photographic Highlights
of Andrea’s Presentation
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Club Activities

Dates to Remember until the next meeting:

Date Activity Venue Time

Monday Morning

17" April Coffee Cells Café  [10.00 am

Monday Morning

24" April Coffee Cells Café  [10.00 am

Wednesday V & E Outing Johnsonville

26" April BBQLunch |Foreshore [11.30a.m.

Monday Morning

1st May Coffee Cells Café  (10.00 am
Morning

Monday 8" May| Coffee Cells Café (10.00 am

Wednesday Probus Club [Bairnsdale

10" May Meeting

Bowls Club (10.00 a.m.

A

Club Tour:

Sydney & Blue Mountains

The Club has organised a Coach Tour to
Sydney and the Blue Mountains beginning
on 14th October, 2023. We have the
numbers needed for the tour to proceed but
there are still a few places available. If you
have indicated that you will be participating,
ask a friend if they would like to come too.
The more participants we have the lower
the prices, or the more freebies along the
way!

Gt abosrd snd enjoy the fhn with your
Lollow Club members.

Monthly Funnies:

A strong young man at the construction site was
bragging that he could outdo anyone in a feat of
strength.

He made a special case of making fun of Morris, one
of the older workmen. After several minutes, Morris
had enough.

“Why don’t you put your money where your mouth
is?” he said. “l will bet a week’s wages that | can haul
something in a wheelbarrow over to that outbuilding
that you won’t be able to wheel back.”

“You’re on, old man,” the braggart replied. “It’s a bet!
Let’s see what you got.”

Morris reached out and grabbed
the wheelbarrow by the
handles.

Then, nodding to the young
man, he said, “All right. Get in.”

Some interesting thoughts -

e [f tomatoes are fruit, does that mean
ketchup is a smoothie?

e Does a drinking straw have one hole or
two?

e If money is the root of all evil, why do
churches ask for it?

e If you put one lasagne on top of another
lasagne, you still only have one lasagne.

e The number 2 pencil is the most popular
pencil in the world, so why is it still only
number 2

"Jill," a teacher, reprimanded the teenager in the hall,
"do you mind telling me whose class you're skipping
this time?"

"Like," the young teen replied, "uh, see, okay, like it's
like, | really don't like, think like, that's really

Vs important, y'know, like because I'm,
- o y'know, like | don't get anything out of
it."

"It's Mrs. Smiths' English class, isn't it?"
replied the smiling teacher.
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