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  INCORPORATED INC. NO. A9753 

ADDRESS ALL 

CORRESPONDENCE ETC. 

TO SEC. June PO. BOX 

1802, BAIRNSDALE 

3875 

Every Monday except on Public Holidays:  The Bairnsdale Monday morning 

coffee group is now meeting at The Cells at 10.00am. Look forward to seeing 

you there. Easy parking and great coffee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mystery Tour 

Special Interest Groups 

The Following Special 
Interest Groups are 
being established. 
Please advise the 
Secretary if you would 
like to be part of any or 
all of these. 

 
Arts/Entertainment 

Walking/coffee 

Caravan & cabin 

Cards 

Bulletin 11/2022 Club No51732  Incorporated No A9753E 

Celebrating Christmas 
Wednesday 14th December 2022 

at the  

Central Hotel, Lakes Entrance. 

Time: 11.30am for lunch at 12 noon. 

Please forward your payment to Gary Gray on or before 7th December. 

Don’t forget to wear your Christmas Bling! 

2022 November Bulletin 

 BULLETIN 

 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

Numbers were down a bit on Wednesday with 

COVID affecting some.  33 members with 3 

guests.  Jeanette Blennerhassett was inducted 

during the meeting giving us 48 members. 

Our profile speaker was Andrea Ford.  Andrea 

was born in Ireland with her family moving 

around a lot.  Before coming to Australia she 

became a Guide and a Sea Ranger.  She trained 

as an Opera singer.  She married at 18 and had 

3 children.  Her first job was at Myer before 

becoming a home parent.  She married her 

second husband Keith, and they lived in the 

Mornington Shire while working in commerce.  

They also started a theatre company.  In 2009, 

they moved to Bairnsdale and established the 

Dalfruen Bed and Breakfast. 

 

Our guest speaker was Michael Oxer who spoke 

on the history of the Bairnsdale to Orbost rail 

line.  The line was established in 1916 to cart 

the large quantity of timber being cut in East 

Gippsland.  Many sawmills were  

 

 

 

 

 

established and also a lot of sleepers were cut 

to carry the railway lines.  Michael showed 

pictures of the Stony Creek Trestle Bridge which 

is 247 metres long and 22 metres high.  Some 

of the bridges along the line were damaged by 

fire and some were filled in with Armco pipes to 

carry the water under the filling. The line was 

closed in 1988 with trucks taking much of the 

timber directly to building sites.  Maintenance of 

the line was also expensive.  Michael was 

prominent in establishing a rail trail after the 

train stopped running.  The establishment of the 

first part of the rail trail occurred in 1996 with 

the Bairnsdale to Bruthen section finished in 

1998.  In 2006, Federal Member for Gippsland, 

Peter McGauran, obtained a grant of $660,000 

to extend the trail to Nowa Nowa and Orbost.  

The trail is now 100km long.  With a lot of 

community support and with the help of 4 

Landcare groups, it is estimated the trail brings 

in $1.2m per year.  The Rail Committee are 

hopeful of obtaining a grant to replace the 700 

metre low level bridge across the Snowy River 

Flats at Orbost. 

Both attempts to visit the Model Aero Club have 

been thwarted by wet weather.  We will try 

again. 

The planned Probus Promotion at the October 

Howitt Park Market was also cancelled due to 

wet weather.  Our next V&E will be on Thursday 

17 November.  Meet at the Port of Bairnsdale at 

10am for a mystery tour finishing at Red Court 

for a high tea at noon.  We will not have a 

meeting during December, but we hope we will 

have as many members as possible at the 

Central Hotel at Lakes Entrance on the 14th of 

December for our Christmas breakup. 

 

Neville Evans,  

President. 
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Profile Speaker: Andrea 

Ford 

 

 

Andrea was born in Irelands Belfast Hospital, 

feet first, ready to go during WW2. Her father 

was an engineer & mother, a piano teacher. 

Her parents were called gypsies by relatives; 

they moved constantly making money out of 

each buy & sell property purchase. 

With constant moving it was inevitable that they 

would migrate to Australia as skilled migrants. 

They set sail on the Dorsetshire, a repurposed 

war time hospital ship that hit a freak wave in 

the Mediterranean that caused the death of two 

people. 

On arriving in Australia, her parents, amongst 

other things, started a Scout & and Guides 

Group. Andrea became a Guide, later a Cub 

Mistress and Sea Ranger. 

Andrea is a trained singer and did sing with the 

opera singer, Harold Blair at Music for the 

People. 

She was married at 18, against her parents 

wishes, now recognising that she was too 

young, but has 3 wonderful children from that 

marriage. With children, she ensured that she 

would be home when they were, she began by 

teaching at kindergarten through to coaching 

year 12 literature to university and philosophy. 

When her children left home, she moved to 

Mornington, kept on working but also went back 

to theatre, met the leading man, Keith Ford and 

married 12 months later. They will celebrate 

their 25th wedding anniversary this coming 

Christmas. 

She retired from teaching and obtained the role 

of Events Marketing for the Mornington 

Chamber of Commerce. The job involved 

dreaming up events from street markets, Expo’s 

at the racecourse to Fashions on the Field 

coupled with writing an Arts column for local 

papers. 

She and Keith came to Bairnsdale in 2009 & 

started Dalfruin B&B and Gippsland Opera a 

month later. Opera by the Lakes was developed 

and is now in its 8th year to provide funds for 

the hospital, Red Cross, Rotary and Lions. 

A very busy couple! 

 

 

P 

 

Treasurers Report:  

Opening Balance as at 12/10/2022$3966.96 

Receipts: 

Total Receipts            $117.60 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses     $ 227.95 

Closing Balance as at 28/10/2022   $3856.61 

 A/c’s for payment: 

     $88.20 

Available Funds:           $3768.41 

      

Guest Speakers Report: Kay Nelson advised 

that today’s speaker will be Michael Ozer 

speaking on the East Gippsland Rail Trail. 

January’s speaker may be a Poet/Bush 

Balladeer. February will be Prof Derek Russell 

speaking on “The Birds of the Gippsland 

Lakes”. 

Club Notice Board 



4 | P a g e  

 

V&E Report: Peter Owen advised that the 

November activity will be a mystery drive to Red 

Court for High Tea lunch, leaving from the Port 

of Bairnsdale. 

Membership: Total membership now stands at 

48 including 3 life members. Membership is 

capped at 70; we have room for another 23 

members, so get your friends & acquaintances 

to “give Probus a try”. 

Publicity: Peter Bryant managed to get two 

reports in The Advertiser in October promoting 

our October meeting and our proposed stall for 

Howitt Park promoting Probus. 

Bulletin: John Latimer reported that the 

publishing of the Bulletin will be on target as 

usual. 

Almoner: Geoff Robertson reported that both 

Bill and Heather Bury have had the flu and it is 

good to see them back at the Club. 

Peter Foster is in Respite Care in Melbourne. 

Rosemary Douglas and Dawn Wallace both 

contracted Covid on their trip to Norfolk Island 

and Malcolm Coppock is also down with Covid. 

Walking Group:  Activities for the walking group 

have been suspended for the immediate future 

as Alison Farthing has not been able to arrange 

“walks”  due to other commitments. 

General Business:  

 The promotion of Probus at Howitt Park 

was cancelled due to bad weather. The 

Club will endeavour to have a stall at the 

February market. 

 Alison Farthing, Peter & June Owen 

participated in a Zoom meeting 

organised by Probus South Pacific aimed 

at ways to improve Club management & 

social activities. As a result, the Club will 

consider developing a website through 

PSP to see where we can improve 

member benefits. 

 Our next event is the Christmas lunch on 

the 14th December at the Central Hotel, 

Lakes Entrance. 

 

 

New Member Induction 

 

 

 Jeanette Blennerhassett was inducted into the 

Club at this meeting, joining her husband, Rex. 

Jeanette was previously with the Probus Club of 

Paynesville. Welcome to Bairnsdale, Jeanette. 

 

 

For those of you thinking of getting an 

electric car! 
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 Michael is a founding member of the 

East Gippsland Rail Trail and gave a fascinating 

insight into the development of the trail since its 

inception in 1988. 

 The railway opened in 1916 to Orbost 

which created new industries and opportunities 

throughout the region. In 1988, the government 

of the day closed down many lines that were 

considered uneconomic with the last train 

running on the line in 1988. 

 In 2004/5, the federal local member 

secured $66.6k for the launch of the Bairnsdale 

to Bruthen section of the rail trail. It was 

completed in 2006 on time and under budget. 

 In 2000, the East Gippsland Shire took 

over the operation and maintenance of the 

Bruthen section of the trail. Most rail trails 

throughout Victoria are now operated by local 

government. 

 Eight counters are placed along the trail 

to provide information on how many people use 

the trail. From the information provided, it is 

estimated that the trail brings in $1.2 million 

per annum to the local economy. 

 New amenities are continuously being 

added to the trail in the form of tables, seats 

and shelters in the profile of rail “goods sheds”. 

 Supporters of the trail work with four 

local Landcare groups planting, cleaning up, 

fencing and signage guides. 

 While the trail is open to walkers, bike 

riders and horse riding, bike riders are the 

major users. 

 The rail trail movement is also creating 

additional infrastructure with dual use trails to 

towns such as Lakes Entrance and Marlo, 

connecting communities. 

 The trails have become a valuable local 

asset providing a recreational outlet for both 

local and tourists while generating an economic 

benefit for the region. 

 

 

And one more! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


