
Probus Club of Grovedale Marshall Inc 
Minutes of the General Meeting held at the Grovedale Community Hub on 14th December 2023 

 
Meeting Opened:   10.00am 
 
Welcome:                 Members – Guests – Visitors 
 
Attendance:      Attending   45 members, 4 visitors and 7 Apologies  
 
Apologies: Mary Ryan, Maureen Holmes, Elsa Dunlop, Norm Howard, Karen Hanly, Carol Wilson, 

Barbara Lane.   
 
Opening Remarks 
Wendy Poyner 

• The President welcomed all members and visitors (with a special welcome to Marie and Tony 
Allotta, Eileen Rickett and Peter Gwosdezki) and described the evacuation procedures in detail. 

• For insurance purposes, Probus members and visitors are reminded to check in at the main door 
using the paper-based system.  

• Numbers were confirmed for the after-meeting lunch at the RSL Club.  

Anne Lane 
Minutes of previous meeting – Anne Lane moved that the November minutes be approved as a true 
and correct record.      Seconded: Lawrence Glynn     - Carried.
  
Sue Howard 
Treasurer’s report 
    Opening balance  $3,694.08 

Receipts               $262.65  
Expenditure  $1,367.40 
Closing balance $2,589.33  5c Jar $55.55 

 
• The capitation fee increase of $2.25 for 2024, payable to HO has been advised. The club 

management committee has recommended that the increase be absorbed and that annual 
membership fees remain the same. 

• Members are to be reminded that all expenses incurred in the purchase of ingredients for our 
morning teas will be reimbursed and receipts should be passed to the treasurer. 

 
Sue Howard moved that her report be accepted.  Seconded:  Irene Black    – Carried 
 
Anne Lane 
Correspondence – In 
• Email from Probus HO regarding the proposed changes to the Standard Probus Club 

Constitution.  (1) The restrictions on the terms of office for all management committee members 
have been removed, (2) new Probus clubs can be sponsored by other clubs or PSPL as well as 
Rotary and (3) all retirees and semi-retirees may join, regardless of prior vocation.    

• Email from the coordinator of the Waurn Ponds Probus Club with advice regarding proposed A5 
flyers to be produced by PSPL and to be used to attract new members. Flyers including the 
cluster group to be considered. No indication is given as to who would pay for these or their cost.  

• Email from Probus HO attaching the current membership list showing 58 members. 
• Email from Kristy Kayler-Thomson, managing director of Nurse Next Door Home Care Services 

offering to be a guest speaker. To be booked in April next year. 
• Email from the Grovedale Grapevine inviting the club to submit an advertising page.  
• Email from Probus HO advising that the capitation fees for members in the 2023-2024 Probus 

year have been set at $19.00 per member, an increase of $2.25 for the year. 
• Email from Probus HO Rotary District Probus Chair Margaret Robinson with Christmas good 

wishes and ideas for attracting new members etc.   



• Letter from Australia Post advising that they no longer accept cheques for payment of post office 
box fees.  

Correspondence – Out 

• Submission of advertising page to Grovedale Grapevine. 
Anne moved that the correspondence be accepted      seconded:   Shaaron Glynn   -Carried 
  
Club Activity Reports 
Trips – Merv Poyner   

• Merv advised that the next meeting of the Probus cluster group convened by Waurn Ponds 
Probus Club will be in March at the Waurn Ponds Hotel café. Topics will again include increasing 
club membership, ideas for activities etc.   

• A mystery trip is being planned for March 15th next year. The cost and further details are still to 

be ascertained.     

• Merv held a meeting with other club trip organisers and discussed Ideas for organising bus and 

holiday-away trips with other clubs, to make up the numbers and improve viability.   

• A trip to Mauritius is being planned by the Torquay/ Jan Juc Probus Club who are not in our 

cluster. It is planned that both clubs combine to undertake trips like these to make them viable. 

• There is also a Bright trip being organised by the Torquay /Jan Juc club and Grovedale Marshall 

members are invited to join them.   

Activities – Shaaron Glynn     
• On Wednesday 22nd November the Geelong Arts Centre featured “Becoming Eliza” with Anna 

O’Byrne.  8 members enjoyed the event and indicated that they would like to book as a group 
with the club for a year. “Dear Doris” (Day) is scheduled Wed, 14 Feb 2024 with morning tea at 
9.30am and the performance at 11:00am.  Shaaron has booked on behalf of members for a 
group of 10 for the year, at the discounted price of $24 each per performance. Members will 
reimburse the club treasurer.   

• Thursday 18th January lunch will be at The Sphinx Hotel, 2 Thompson Rd, North Geelong.  

• Forms are on the front tables for members to add their suggestions for trips, fine dining and 
activities for next year.  

• Chocolates celebrating birthdays and anniversaries were distributed. 
 
Book Club    
• Pam Simpson discussed the last book club meeting. Members were advised that the book club 

will meet for the last time this year on 16th December at 11 Jean Place, Grovedale. The next 
meeting is on Friday 16th February at 1.00pm at the same venue.   

 
General Business 
Wendy 
• Asked if there is any “new general business” from the members present. 
• The Joy Parker caption competition has had a moderate response. It has been decided that the 

winner of the $20 Bunnings voucher will be announced at the February monthly meeting. This 
gives members more time to submit their entries, multiple entries per member are encouraged.  

• Members were reminded that there were nomination forms at the table by the door for members 
to nominate for committee positions at the next AGM in March 2024. All signed nomination 
forms are to be received by the Secretary no later than February 1st 2024. 

• Robert Palmer suggested James Grinter – Queenscliff Pilot for guest speaker next year. 
• The Mystery Door Prize was drawn.   

• Members broke for morning tea and resumed their seats at 11.05am in readiness for a very 

enjoyable Kris Kringel.   

• Confirmation of Next Meeting Date   February 8th 2024   

•   Meeting closed at 12.05am 

 
………………………………………..  ………………………………….. 
President      Secretary 


