
JOINING PROBUS 

I joined Probus in 2003 with a friend, initially to encourage her to get out in the community and 

meet people after the death of her husband. My friend soon moved away from the area and I 

discovered that Probus was very good for me. As is frequently the case it was a struggle finding 

committee members and so as a relatively new member, I found myself on the committee. It 

certainly was a good move as I got to know people better and found my way around the area. We 

were a bigger committee in those years and always met in different members’ homes.  

At the AGM in 2007, I was nominated as President. The previous President, Joan Davies, a wonderful 

competent woman, had shared with us on the committee that she was struggling with her health 

and fronting up to meetings each month made her physically ill before the beginning of each 

meeting. I felt so sorry for her and as no one else wanted the job I reluctantly agreed to step up. I did 

feel I was too new but could also see that Probus was a good club and if I could help to keep it 

thriving, I was happy to “give it a go”. 

 It was a steep learning curve but a wonderful period of personal growth for me. I had found that 

after leaving the work force I had lost some confidence and contacts. Probus did so much for me at 

this time. I found the Probus South Pacific Handbook, along with Probus Auckland, extremely helpful 

and supportive. At that time regular visits to other clubs was helpful and stimulating. I remained in 

this role for five years until I was able to persuade Maureen Reed to take over from me. I really 

enjoyed my years as President.  Such a long term is not recommended. I believe that these roles 

should be shared and that it is so important for a fresh face and new ideas to keep the club vibrant.  

At this time, we had a wonderful trip Organiser, Shirley Ewing. She was also struggling with ill health 

and once again with no one willing to take on the role I picked it up. After handing over the 

Presidency role to Maureen in 2011, I continued as trip organiser until 2018 This was also a role that 

I greatly enjoyed and I derived a great deal of satisfaction from researching and organising successful 

outings that were much appreciated by members and at times, their friends. 

I do want to encourage all members to seriously consider putting their hand up to take a turn on the 

committee. Ideally, positions should only be held for 2-3 years.  Some of us stayed on only because 

we wanted to keep the club going.  I have very much appreciated my years in Ellerslie Probus and 

look forward to many more. 

Val Jackson 


