
Fun, Friendship and Fellowship in Probus 
 
26 or 27 years ago my friend, the late Joan Davies invited me to the inaugural 
Probus meeting in Ellerslie.  Her brother belonged to the Pakuranga Probus Club at 
the time and helped Joan through the right channels as the committee developed. 
 
I joined the committee and after 3 or 4 years took over as Treasurer, which position I 
still hold because no one else seems to want it.  Over the years, I have become 
familiar with financial reporting, dealings with Auckland City Council, the intricacies of 
grant applications and of course, made friends with the many Probus Committee 
members and volunteers who have offered their skills and talents to keep the Club 
alive and lively. 
 
When we became a Combined Probus Club, about 10 years ago we hoped to 
welcome more gentlemen and increase our membership. 
 
Enjoyable outings for me have included boat trips around the harbour. I recall one 
memorable boat ride up the Tamaki Estuary, as far as we could go without 
grounding. Wonderful garden visits in various places - Coatesville, Waitakere and 
Hamilton have been inspiring.  I was a keen photographer and contributed several 
photos to the Club album. 
 
Speakers on a wide variety of subjects from Guide Dogs to Drug Dogs; incontinence 
to weather prediction; moving Auckland’s Port up North; a school for girls in India; life 
and typical clothing in China and Uzbekistan come to mind. 
I have spoken often at meetings on my own various travels to many parts of the 
world. 
 
Among my many other commitments, I have seldom missed a Probus Meeting. A 
regular overseas trip is the only thing that has kept me away. My recent 90th 
celebration included many friends made at Probus. 
 

 
 


