
Life Member: Muriel Goodare 

 
I was a foundation member of Ellerslie Ladies Probus Club which started in April 1994. The 

first committee was chosen by Frank Dunn from Rotary. I was appointed Secretary, as that 

was my career at the time. 

The following year, because of illness I resigned from the Committee.  I started the club’s 

photo album then went back on the Committee in 1997 as Assistant Secretary in charge of 

mini speakers. I assisted Peggy Gibbons with trips the year after that and enjoyed making 

posters to illustrate and promote our monthly outings. 

Over the years I have participated in a walking and the Writing Group, as well as playing 

mahjong with the Table Games group. 

Once, as organiser of mini speakers I had to find a substitute for a last minute ‘no show’.  I 

was so grateful when Isobel Clarihew and Maureen Johnson filled the slot. At a later meeting 

it was my turn to be the back-up speaker, as luckily, I had a prepared talk on Japan which I 

had delivered before, to the Overland Club. 

My own mini speaker topic in 2005 I called ‘Property Sales’ and covered the many 

imaginative and amusing descriptions found in Real Estate advertising. I am a nervous public 

speaker and much happier in a group show - the Writing Group has provided entertainment 

occasionally, reading stories and dressing up in character. 

I have been lucky enough to attend two “Rendezvous”- Christchurch in 1995 when I joined 

up with a group from Royal Oak Probus Club. The Trans-Alpine train trip to Greymouth and 

a visit to Ferrymeade were both memorable.  The 2002 Rendezvous was held at Ellerslie 

Racecourse - so handy to home. I took my cousin who is blind. She thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience too. 

My 26 years in Probus have been rewarding and enjoyable, with many friendships, fun times 

and different experiences to look back on. 

 

 


