
Life Member – Maureen Reed 

 

I joined Ellerslie Combined Probus in 2008, along with my mother, Winifride Brown, who 

had belonged to Probus for many years, here and in Australia.  I was asked to join the 

Committee in 2010 by the then Secretary, who suggested I sit in on a few Committee 

meetings to get the feel and vibe of how the club was run. 

Initially I helped out on the Membership Table. I was elected President in 2012 and held that 

office for 5 years.  My roles now include Vice-President, Membership and Almoner. 

Of the many enjoyable Speakers and Outings over the years I remember particularly Ken 

Brierley on Weather Forecasting, and the Drug Detector Dog with his handler.  Several 

memorable Harbour Cruises, as well as visits to Lavender Gardens, an Alpaca Farm, the 

Hare Krishna Temple and Twin Lakes at Coatesville, come to mind.  The image below was 

taken when our meeting date landed on St Patrick’s Day. 

The change from ‘Ellerslie Ladies Probus Club’ to the present ‘Ellerslie Probus Club 

Combined’ involved a fair amount of admin and paperwork at the time. It is good to see 

more males join the club as our membership increases. 

My mother, Win, was a confident speaker. She gave us the History of Umbrellas and the 

History of Toothpaste, both fascinating topics.  I have inherited that talent, often telling of 

my travel and life experiences, sometimes filling in for an ‘apology’ guest. 

I am enthusiastic about Probus as a way of remaining active and involved in the community 

and I have maintained many friendships and contacts over the years.  

 

 


