Joan Haines

I was a Foundation Member of the Ellerslie Ladies Probus Club
which started in 1994. 1 was invited to join the first committee
and contributed to the establishment of the club. My first
official role was editor of the monthly Bulletin — I had been a
journalist and enjoyed that task for the next three years. I also
organised Mini Speakers for a year or two.

In 1996, I became vice President, then President in 1997 for
that year. During that time I set up the Writing Group which
still continues and instituted the “Birthday Book™ in which club
members can record their birthday (not necessarily their age!)
and are recognised at our monthly meetings with a shoulder

spray.

We have had consistently amazing, informative Guest Speakers
and interesting outings. Our dedicated Committee members are
the lifeblood of the Club. Above all I appreciate the kindness
and friendship of members and unfailing support when there
has been tragedy or illness.

It was a positive move to become a combined club in 2010,
which gives us more diversity and strength. The Probus Club
has much talent and skill among its members who will face
more change and challenge as the elderly population increases
in future years.



