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Happy New Year to everyone and Welcome Back 
members to Howick East Combined Probus Club.  
We have a year full of social activities both fun and 
informative to enjoy.  It’s a pity the weather hasn’t 
come to the party meaning our start of the year Picnic 
at Eastern Beach had to be postphoned.
Rob and I adopted a big, old dog when we got back from our USA trip 
in November.  He has proved to be both an expensive burden and a 
joy.  He went walkabout last week during the storm;  disappeared for 3 
hours but found his way home, limping and soaking wet.  He has since 
recovered but, with typical Hargreaves luck, as one pest (the dog, not 
Rob) went out the front door 500 more came in the back.  The wet 
weather has brought an invasion of ants into our kitchen, pantry moths 
and baby preying mantis lurking on window ledges.  “The kitchen has 
become a wildlife refuge for insects” he barked - dog or Rob, I’m still not 
sure!

www.facebook.com/howickeastcombinedprobus/
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/howickeast
Website Link -

S P E A K E R  F E B R U A R YS P E A K E R  F E B R U A R Y

Sometimes life throws a spanner 
in the works so challenging that 
we need some reliable researched 
advice to help us sort it out.  The 
Citizens Advice Bureau has 
provided wide ranging assistance 
for many years. Our February 
speaker is retired lawyer, Brian 
Fitzpatrick.

Brian has been with the Citizens 
Advice Bureau in Pakuranga for 
the last 14 years.  He will tell us 
about the Bureau in East Auckland, 
the origins of the movement, 
sharing details of topics covered 
(everything) and some stories to 
illustrate how the Bureau is able to 
help people. 

NEXT PROBUS MEETING
Tuesday 17 February
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It was the first meeting of the year 
and we were greeted at the door by 
President Lynda wearing a funny hat.  
As everyone got seated, out came 
their wonderful funny hats. They were 
amazing and it was good to see so 
many joining in.
Denis Mckenna gave us a ten minute 
video presention.  This was fun, 
especially the clip from an Andre Reiu 
concert of a woman being chased by 
a huge brown bull to the music of the  
Toreador march from Carmen! 
Tom’s quiz certainly had us thinking 
and caused much hilarity at each 
table as we tried to decide answers to 
the questions.  A wonderful prize for 
the winning tables.
Then it was the funny hats. Every hat 
should have had a prize, as there 
were some amazing creations. All in 
all, it was certainly an entertaining 
beginning to 2026.

CHANGE ADDRESS
OR PHONE 
Please inform 

ROB HARGREAVES
(Membership)

if you change your address 
or phone number
Rob: 533 8283

A blonde woman, 
tired of all the 
blonde jokes, 
decided to dye her 
hair brown and go 
for a drive in the 
countryside.  She 
stopped when she 
saw a shepherd 
with a large herd of 
sheep. She said, 
“If I can guess how 
many sheep you 
have, can I take 
one home?”  The 
shepherd agreed.  
She guessed “382.” 
The shepherd was 
shocked - she 
was right!  So she 
picked up a sheep 
and started walking 
away.  Then the 
shepherd called out, 
“If I can guess your 
real hair colour, 
can I have my dog 
back?!”

It is with sadness we note the 
passing of Jackie Hughes. Our 
thoughts are with Graeme at 
this sad time.

APOLOGIES 
Please inform 

ROB HARGREAVES
(Membership)

if you are unable to 
attend a Club day.

Ph: 533 8283
airheadrob@gmail.com

Kindness is free. Springle that stuff everywhere !

WELFARE
Welfare/Sickness 

Issues : Please inform 
Maureen Saunders  

Phone:  021 2598308
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The coordinators of the groups are 
ready to welcome new members. 
No previous experience necessary - 
come along and make new friends.
However, if you have an interest 
which may appeal to others in the 
Club, please let Tom Owen or Rob 
Hargreaves know and a new group 
can be started.

I T S  A  NEW YEAR ! !
WHY NOT TRY SOMETHING NEW 

JOIN ONE OF THE MANY AND VARIED 
INTEREST GROUPS IN OUR 

PROBUS CLUB.
A few members of 
the Walking Group 
making their way 
from the Tahuna 
Torea Nature 
Reserve towards the 
Spit.  And yes, they 
made it to the end!!

FUN
FRIENDSHIP

AND FELLOWSHIP
IN RETIREMENT

Staying connected
with PROBUS

What a lovely day for a picnic! 
And a lovely setting at Eastern 
Beach.
Everyone arrived to the wonderful 
aroma of bbqing sausages and 
found a spot under the trees to 
relax in their beach chair.
Rob, Gordon and Ron did an 
excellent job on the bbq and the 
food table was laden with all 
sorts of goodies too.
The corn hole game attracted 
many and was a lot of fun.  And, 
as a treat Mr Whippy arrived and 
dispensed yummy ice creams 
which you had to speedily eat 
before it dripped down your 
fingers!
Everyone had a great time 
catching up and enjoying the 
summer sunshine.
Thanks to all involved in 
organising another fun Probus 
outing.

Brian Stocking 
is available for 
JP duties on 

Club days from 
9.30 a.m.

Lynda & Rob’s big, old, adorable dog, Baxter.

“I try to eat 
a varied diet. 

One day 
I’ll eat dark 
chocolate, 

one day I’ll 
eat white 
chocolate 

and one day 
I’ll eat milk 
chocolate.”

Wishing you lots 
of chocolate 
and wine this 

Valentines Day !

“Where do you want 
me to wait ?”



THURSDAY 26 FEBRUARY
Meeting at Nixon Hall, Sale Street

at 8.45am (bus leaves 9am)
Cost $15 (subsidised by your Club)

The Muriwai Gannet Colony is one of only three 
places in NZ where they nest on the mainland 

(normally they are nesting on islands).  
The colony has great viewing areas making it 

an ideal location for birdwatching.  

Contact Janelle Lucas and pay on line
(noting your name)

Trips A/c:  02 0168 0277062 01
Janelle’s phone:  021 915 969

Please bring your own folding chair and thermos. 
Muffins provided for morning tea!

Lunch at Muriwai Golf Club (at own expense)

Visit to Muriwai to see the GannetsVisit to Muriwai to see the Gannets


