
MAY 20 2 6MAY 20 2 6

Postal Address: 
12B Cairngorm Place
Highland Park, 2010

Auckland, NZ
Email Address:

hecpclub@gmail.com
President

Gordon Evans
527 8393

Past President
Lynda Hargreaves

533 8283
Secretary
Tom Owen
533-4551
Treasurer

Shirley Breed
576 5890

Membership
Rob Hargreaves

533 8283
Outings

Janelle Lucas
021 915969

Welfare
Maureen Saunders

021 2598308
Speaker

Gail Burrows
021 2098686

Catering
Jean Wigzell

535-5345
Hall Convenor

Rob Hargreaves
Editor

Jan Pearson
537-5005

Bank Account
Subscriptions

02 0168 0277062 00
TRIPS

02 0168 0277062 01

PROBUS  NEWSLETTERPROBUS  NEWSLETTER

NEXT PROBUS MEETING
Tuesday 19 May

GordonGordon  

Gordy’s GossipGordy’s Gossip
Howick East Combined Probus Club

DOOR GREETERS
Rosemary Child
Brett Clarkson

Please report
by 9.30am

A warm welcome to
Shirley Simich

inducted at the April
meeting

My grandchildren, all six of them, wanted to know my 
DNA, as it was a little unusual.
I was born in a Japanese Prisoner of War Internment 
Camp in Shanghai. My parents were married at the 
British Consulate in Shanghai in 1941.  In 1942 they became prisoners 
of the Japanese after the capture of that city.  After the war we lived in 
Hong Kong, a British Crown Colony, until 1959, then emigrated to New 
Zealand and lived in Ellerslie.
So, at the request of my grandchildren, I spat into a little glass bottle 
and sent it away to be DNA-tested.
After a nervous wait of a couple of months, the result....... mainly 
Celtic and Gaelic, plus a percentage from East Asia.

Wales 46%  Scotland 30%  China 23%
Those of you who are good at maths, especially addition, will realise 
I’m not all there, which is what people who know me have been saying 
for years!  The question is, should I have spent money getting my DNA 
done in the first place?  Maybe I could have worked it out myself.
I enjoy singing.....that’s my Welsh heritage.
I have the occasional wee dram of single malt Scotch whisky.
I love food in general, but have a leaning towards Chinese cuisine, 
especially Cantonese.
With the money I would have saved working it out myself......
I COULD HAVE BOUGHT MORE CHINESE TAKEAWAYS !!!!!!

URGENT - OVERDUE SUBS
Membership will be closed off after 

the May meeting.
Pay on line (including your name)

A/c No: 02 0168 0277062 00
Cash only if paying on 19th

PLEASE NOTE
Apologies will no
longer be needed

if you are unable to 
attend a meeting



In August 2007 Peter Armstrong began his 
long time dream to build his own plane. He 
flew to America for help and advice and then 
to Vienna to purchase a kit set plane and 
construction began.
After the frame was assembled, it was 
covered in Perspex which had to be shaped 
and glued in a warm environment to keep it 
pliable.  He shared a heated hanger with a 
French team also constructing a plane, so the 
competitive spirit came to the fore and fun 
ensued with each outdoing the other to finish 
first.
He had hoped for a 4-seater, 3 propeller 
plane but had to settle for a 2 seater, 2 
propeller one.
Once it was partially built, it was 
disassembled and packed into a 40 foot 
container to be shipped to New Zealand 
where the finishing parts would be added. 
Propellers, radio, fuel tanks and batteries, 
plus a back-up engine in case of failure.
Weight was a huge consideration. The 
parachute alone weighed 30kgs and the 
plane can carry 850kgs in total. He jokingly 
said he told his wife she would have to go 
on a diet and lose weight if she wanted to 
accompany him!
The plane has very neutral handling, a quiet 
engine and can fly 155 knots for 10 hours. 
It carries 200 ltrs of fuel and uses 20 ltrs 
an hour. Peter has done 1800 landings but 
one mistake landed him in a paddock full of 
rabbit holes and he had to be winched onto a 
transporter to remove it!
The plane only carries one parachute and 
that is for the plane, not the passengers!!  He 
and his wife fly off to many NZ destinations 
and even have a hanger under their holiday 
home on the airstrip at Pauanui.
Peter gave us a very entertaining, fun 
insight into his project with great humour 
and laughter.  We wish him safe travels and 
thanks for a very enjoyable morning.
                                ...... Maureen Saunders

SPEAKER IN APRIL
Peter Armstrong 

This month we are looking at the 
Scribblers Group.  Pauline Harrison 
hosts this monthly meeting.
So, what do we do ??
We all come along with a short story we 
have written to read out to the group. The 
subjects are many and varied. Whatever 
you care to write about. 
Many of us have written about happenings 
in our lives, growing up, family etc. There 
is no rule and we have fun coming up with 
topics of interest. Like a recent amazing 
trip, an interesting celebrity we’ve met, or 
just a chapter from a serial being written.
We have enjoyed documenting memorable, 
and not so memorable, times throughout 
life. It is amazing what you can come up 
with and just what you remember.
It is so interesting to hear others stories and 
they give rise to some fun discussions too.
Pauline is a lovely host and her morning 
teas are legendary. She makes our morning 
one we all look forward to every month.
Give Pauline a call if you are interested in 
joining this group on the first Tuesday of the 
month. There are four places available at 
the moment. 

CHECKING IN WITH THE GROUPS 

LOOKING FOR NEW 
MEMBERS

Several of the special 
activity groups are 
still looking for new 
members. Friendly folk 
who would welcome 
you. Give the group 
leader a call.

NEW INTEREST GROUP
If you have an idea for 
a new interest group, 
contact Tom Owen -
metsol@msm.com

As we pulled into the parking lot, we saw a couple of people looking under the 
hood of their car.  Concerned, Mum wondered aloud, “Do you think they have 

a flat tyre?”

SPEAKER IN MAY
Jacqui Knight

Remember the days when Monarch 
butterflies were everywhere? When 
everyone who had swan plants in their 
gardens watched hordes of very hungry 
striped caterpillars chew them down to 
bare sticks? So why do these gorgeous 
creatures now seem so scarce that 
swan plants are able to grow into small 
trees?
The world is a lovelier place when 
our native moths and butterflies are 
visible and plentiful, so come and hear 
passionate advocate Jacqui Knight, 
who founded the NZ Moth and Butterfly 
Trust, to stir awareness and inspire 
action over the loss of Monarchs and 
the stunning Red Admiral butterflies, 
and what we can do to help them 
thrive.



FUN
FRIENDSHIP

AND FELLOWSHIP
IN RETIREMENT

* * *Staying connected
with PROBUSwith PROBUS

Happy Happy 

Mother’sMother’s

www.facebook.com/howickeastcombinedprobus/

Website Link -
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/howickeast

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
or PHONE NO.
Please inform 

Rob Hargreaves 
of any changes

Phone: 533 8283
airheadrob@gmail.com

WELFARE
Welfare/Sickness 

Issues  
Please inform 

Maureen Saunders  
Phone:  021 2598308

My sister and her husband Chris had just finished 
tucking their young ones into bed one evening when 
they heard crying coming from the children’s room. 
Rushing in, they found Tommy crying hysterically. 
He had accidentally swallowed a 5p piece and was 
sure he was going to die. No amount of talking could 
change his mind. Trying to calm him, Chris palmed a 
5p coin that he happened to have in his pocket and 
pretended to remove it from Tommy’s ear. Tommy, 
naturally was delighted. In a flash, he snatched it 
from his father’s hand, swallowed it and demanded 
cheerfully - “Do it again, Dad!”

“Hi, this is Mum!  If you 
are calling to complain 
about your sister, press 1. 
If you are calling to 
ask for money, press 2. 
If you can’t find something 
in the laundry, press 3. If
you are hungry, press 4 
.........”

Alan’s phone: 0274 389100 
   alan.sheath@gmail.com

GENEALOGY
Alan Sheath is 

available to help 
you with genealogy.  

Brian Stocking 
is available for 
JP duties on 

Club days from 
9.30 a.m.

DayDay

Prehistoric Mums

Visit to Glenbrook Vintage Railway

Lunch at Kentish Arms Hotel, 
Waiuku   (at own expense)

Thank you everyone for your 
enthusiasm for this trip

Meet Sale Street, Howick at 9 am
(bus leaves at 9.15 am)  Cost:  $45 pp

Enjoy lovely Devonshire Tea on the train

The 50 seats on the bus are 
now taken. If you have paid 
as at 1st May then your seat 
is confirmed. Any doubt, 
phone Shirley Breed.

However, there are a few 
seats left on the train. If 
you would like to self drive, 
please phone Shirley Breed 

021 056 7611

Thursday 21 May


