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The other day I saw a list of the “World’s Happiest countries
in 2026”. In view of what has happened so far this year, 
I thought, maybe, they should have waited until we were 
closer to the end of the year to decide the order on their 
list.
The list (so far).......1) Finland  2) Iceland  3) Denmark  4) Costa Rica  
5) Sweden  6) Norway  7) Netherlands  8) Israel  9) Luxembourg  
10) Switzerland  11) New Zealand  12) Mexico  13) Ireland  
14) Belgium  15) Australia
I’m not sure how they came to these conclusions.  If I lived in Finland, 
for example, which has been voted number one for eleven years in a 
row, I wouldn’t be happy that approximately 1,340 kilometres of my 
eastern border is with Russia.  Weather-wise in winter, the northern 
part of Finland is almost in total darkness, with six hours of weak 
daylight in the south.
Similar conditions apply to other countries high up on this list.  To 
compare, in Auckland, on June 21st, our shortest day, we have almost 
ten hours of daylight, and on our longest day, December 21st, we have 
almost fifteen hours of daylight.
New Zealand, on the other hand, the country on this list only at 
number eleven, has been mentioned as the country most likely to 
survive another world war because of it’s geographical isolation and 
food self-sufficiency.
..................I’m writing this with a view of the sea on a sunny, calm 
winter’s day .................

I AM VERY HAPPY ................Roll on summer!!!

NEXT PROBUS MEETING
Tuesday 16 June DOOR GREETERS

Sandra Clarkson
Marion Clements

Report by 
9.30am

PLEASE NOTE
Meeting at St Andrew’s Church 
top of Vincent Street, HowickA warm welcome to

Anita Wilson who was 
inducted at the May meeting



GLENBROOK 
VINTAGE RAILWAY

On a beautiful sunny day we 
boarded our bus for a day 
trip to the Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway near Waiuku.
The railway and workshops 
are mainly run by volunteers 
but they do have a very few 
administrative paid staff.  For 
funding it relies mainly on visitor 
groups, fare paying passengers 
and any donations, plus any 
grants they can garner to keep 
the service running.
We boarded the train, which was 
furnished as in days gone by and 
enjoyed tea, coffee and beautiful, 
freshly baked scones with cream 
and jam, as we travelled through 
the countryside.
A stop at the workshop for those 
brave enough to endure the 
smell of smoke, grease and 
paint, to see what it entails to 
dismantle, replace and repair 
these relics.  Under wraps was 
a small steam engine being 
refurbished and painted blue 
to become ‘Thomas the Tank 
Engine’ for the children.
From Glenbrook we drove to 
the Historic Kentish Arms Hotel 
in Waiuku for a delicious lunch.  
The Kentish was built in 1866 
and is one of the oldest hotels 
in New Zealand.  It has been 
refurbished in its original style 
and has upstairs accommodation 
which is said to be haunted!!! 
(or so the story goes). A lovely 
day out, perfect weather, lovely 
friends and delicious food. What 
more can you wish for ??
Many thanks to Jan and Shirley 
for all their hard work and 
organisational skills.           
    ...... Maureen Saunders



The main thrust of her talk was on the need 
to ensure the survival of butterfly species 
by planting the appropriate plants on which 
they feed or, in some cases, discourage 
predators.
Can you remember which butterfly feeds 
on which plant?  She told us that both the 
number of species and the number within 
each species of butterfly, was decreasing 
whereas moth numbers are increasing.
She told us about the migratory habit both 
overseas and in New Zealand of the Monarch 
and the extraordinary distance they can fly.
Jacqui finished her talk with a series of slides 
showing the life cycle of a Monarch from 
egg to fully fledged butterfly.  The Trust has 
a tagging programme and although I did not 
see it, she demonstrated this outside after 
the meeting.   Altogether a fascinating talk.
                              ...... Graham Mansergh

SPEAKER 
IN MAY

Jacqui Knight, the 
speaker at our  May 
meeting, is Secretary 
of the Moths and 
Butterflies Trust of 
New Zealand.  

UPCOMING TRIPS . . . .
JULY 30  -  Mid Winter Christmas 
Lunch at the Howick Club
August  -  Ryders Theatre - Surprise 
movie followed by a delicious roast 
lunch.

Have you ever thought about starting a brand 
new career at 70+? No? Just want to kick 
back and take it easy? Well come along to 
our June meeting to hear about a remarkable 
woman who did begin a new enterprise at 72.
Our speaker, Dr Ross Ferguson from Plant 
and Food Rearch, is a world expert on 
kiwifruit, but this month he will speak about 
the achievements of a British woman whose 
later-in-life works are now held in the British 
Museum.
I’m not going to give away any more details, 
you’ll have to come and hear his talk to 
find out more.  It’s a fascinating story.  And 
hopefully we’ll be able to learn more about 
his research into plants at future meetings, 
as he has several more presentations up his 
sleeve.

SPEAKER IN JUNE
Dr Ross Ferguson, Plant & Food Research

On a wet and windy day, six hardy souls braved the 
ferry ride, walk on the beach and lunch in Oneroa, in 
our quest to discover Auckland.
Sealink tried to spoil the day by cancelling our return 
ferry (due to fuel concerns) nevertheless we had a 
great day out.

D i scover ing Auck land .  .  .D i s cover ing Auck land .  .  .
We note the passing of Roly Naylor. 
Roly was a very active member of 
our club and will be sorely missed.  

Our sincere condolences to 
Christine and family.



Tuesday, 30 June
Meet Sale Street, Howick 

at 9am (bus leaves at 9.15am)  
Cost:  $20 pp

Entry to the Museum free with 
Library card or Utility Bill
Enjoy lunch at the Winter 

Garden Cafe at own expense 
and then a leisurely stroll 

through the beautiful Victorian 
style glass houses filled with 
colourful tropical and semi 

tropical plants.

Come with us to the 
Museum to view an 

internationally renowned 
exhibition featuring 
extraordinary nature 

photography.

Wildlife Photographer of the YearWildlife Photographer of the Year

Don’t miss these Don’t miss these 
fascinating images fascinating images 

that capture hidden that capture hidden 
animal behaviouranimal behaviour

Contact Janelle Lucas and pay on line
(noting your name)

Trips A/c: 02 0168 0277062 01
Janelle’s No: 021 915 969

FUN FRIENDSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP
IN RETIREMENT

Staying connected with PROBUSwith PROBUS

www.facebook.com/howickeastcombinedprobus/

Website Link -
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/howickeast

“I can’t decide between the 
sirloin steak or filling my car 
with petrol!”

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
or PHONE NO.
Please inform 

Rob Hargreaves 
of any changes

Phone: 533 8283
airheadrob@gmail.com

WELFARE
Welfare/Sickness 

Issues  
Please inform 

Maureen Saunders  
Phone:  

021 2598308

Alan’s phone: 0274 389100 
   alan.sheath@gmail.com

GENEALOGY
Alan Sheath is 

available to help 
you with genealogy.  

Brian Stocking 
is available for 
JP duties on 

Club days from 
9.30 a.m.

Probus members enjoying the 
sights of Perth recently.  

Prob ians  in  Per th  .  .  .Prob ians  in  Per th  .  .  .

“It’s a pacemaker for 
your heart. Plus, you 
can download apps 

for your liver, kidneys, 
lungs and pancreas!”


