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PROBUS  NEWSLETTER

NEXT PROBUS MEETING
Tuesday 21 April

Howick East Combined Probus Club

GordonGordon  
$35 pp SUBSCRIPTION NOW DUE

into the Club’s bank account
A/c Number:   02 0168 0277062 00

Pay on line including your name
Cash only if paying on Club day

Cut off date 30 April

Our last monthly meeting was also our AGM and election 
of officers.  The good news is that we were fortunate the 
majority of last year’s committee were willing to stand 
again and were re-elected unopposed, with the welcome 
addition of Pat Upson.  The not-so-good news is that 
very few of our club members put their names forward to be 
considered for a place on the committee.  We are still without a 
candidate for Vice-President, who will then become President next 
year.  I have been with the current committee for a number of years 
and find it rewarding and fun. Please give being a member of this 
group serious consideration.
The coming year looks like being another one of great trips, 
entertainment, interesting main speakers, and not forgetting our mid-
year and end-of-year Christmas parties.
As a reminder, apart from our monthly meetings, we also have a dozen 
group activities, both indoor and outdoor.  I take part in our weekly 
walking group.  We meet on Friday’s at 9.15am at various locations 
and walk for half an hour one way, then back again for a “sit-down”, a 
cup of “what you fancy”, and a good chat. You walk at your own pace.  
It’s not a race.  I find it most enjoyable.  COME AND JOIN US!
Cheers,

SPEAKER APRIL
Peter Armstrong

DOOR GREETERS
Harrison and
Grace Chang 

Please report
by 9.30 am

ANZAC poppies will be 
available at the door on 

Club day. 
Gold coin thank you.

Ever wished you had the freedom 
to fly wherever you wanted in 
your own plane? Well, successful 
local businessman, technology 
expert and flying officionado Peter 
Armstrong, decided that his dream 
of airborne independence and 
enjoyment needed to become 
reality. No ready mades for him, 
come and hear the story of how 
Peter built his own plane from 
fantasy to flight, his setbacks and 
successes.  An entertaining and 
inspiring story. 

Gordy’s GossipGordy’s Gossip



I’m sure many of our members will be heading 
out to Whitford with fresh eyes, to look for all 
the fascinating historic places mentionerd by 
our speaker Dale Bradley.  A well travelled 
film maker who has rubbed shoulders with 
many famous people and made over 50 
documentaries.
He now spends his retirement years making 
documentaries of people’s lives with either a 
video, a photographed book or both, to hand 
down to future generations.  He lives in Whitford 
and has documented the history from the first 
settlers in 1841 to the modern day.
The Trice family, William and Elizabeth and 
brother George, bought 600 acres of land at 
Broomfield Point at the end of Bloomfield Road.  
The first thing they did was to plant a whole 
line of poplar trees and build a house, calling it 
Poplar Farm.
They began felling timber on the land and 
with bullocks and chains, they dammed the 
Waikapua River and floated them down to the 
sailing ships waiting at the coast to transport 
them to Auckland. There was Kauri aplenty in 
the Whitford area and there are still Kauri there 
today.
They planted acres of potatoes and vegetables 
which they sent to Auckland to feed the 
Fencibles and diversified into many other 
enterprises. They had a forge and made tools 
and horse shoes, a flour mill, grew hops and 
opened their own brewery and even attempted 
to mine gold. This enterprise, under Hogg Hill 
which is now the Whitford tip, was short lived 
as it was very expensive to run and the small 
deposits of gold were of poor quality. They grew 
flax and with the help of local Maori ladies, made 
rope. They sold this to the shipping industry for 
hoisting sails etc.
The Poplar Farm house is no longer there 
but the Norfolk pine tree planted on the land 
is still there in all its massive glory. The Trice 
family graves can be found in All Saints Church 
cemetery in Howick where the family helped to 
build the original little white church on the site.
A fascinating and educational look at history 
on our doorstep. Dale now spends his time 
interviewing people who would like to have 
a video of their lives to hand down to future 
generations.
If this sounds like you, please contact Dale.
                                          .... Maureen Saunders

SPEAKER IN MARCH
DALE BRADLEY  

Retiring President Lynda 
Hargreaves hands over the 
chain of office to our new 
President for 2026, Gordon 
Evans.  
Gordon is no stranger to 
the role having served as 
President in 2023. We are 
delighted to welcome you 
back Gordon & look forward 
to an exciting year ahead.

It is with sadness we note the 
passing of Jeanette Miller. A 
long time member of Probus, 
Jeanette served as secretary 
for several years. Our prayers 
are with Neil at this sad time.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
or PHONE NO.
Please inform 

Rob Hargreaves 
of any changes

Phone: 533 8283
airheadrob@gmail.com

APOLOGIES
Please inform 

Rob Hargreaves 
if you are unable to 
attend a club day
Phone: 533 8283

airheadrob@gmail.com

Brian Stocking 
is available for 
JP duties on 

Club days from 
9.30 a.m.

WELFARE
Welfare/Sickness Issues  

Please inform 
Maureen Saunders  

Phone:  021 2598308

I M PO RTA N T  
I N FO  !

Petrol prices are so high that I went to the car dealership and test-drove 
3 cars to run my errands.  Follow me for more money-saving tips!

LOOKING FOR NEW 
MEMBERS

Several of the special 
activity groups are still 
looking for new members.
Friendly folk who would 
welcome you. Give the 
group leader a call.

NEW INTEREST GROUP
If you have an idea for 
a new interest group, 
contact Tom Owen -
metsol@msm.com

We celebrated St Patrick’s Day 
 at our March Meeting .....



Gordon ‘steady as she goes’ 
Evans with Igor the Helmsman.

Tom ‘Yo heave ho’ Owens 
hauling up the sail.

HECP crew under way.

TRIP ON THE TED ASHBY SCOW

FUN
FRIENDSHIP

AND FELLOWSHIP
IN RETIREMENT

* * *Staying connected
with PROBUSwith PROBUS

a Happy Easter 
a Happy Easter Hope you had Hope you had 

www.facebook.com/howickeastcombinedprobus/

Website Link -
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/howickeast

I just saw some idiot at the Gym 
put a water bottle in the Pringles 

holder on the treadmill!

THE POPPY
I am not a Badge of Honour
I am not a racist smear
I am not a fashion statement
To be worn but once a year
I am not Glorification
Of conflict or of war
I am not a paper ornament
A Token
I am more
I am a loving memory 
Of a Father or a Son
A permanent reminder
Of each and every one
I’m paper or enamel
I’m old or shining new
I’m a way of saying 
thank you
To every one of you
I am a simple Poppy
A reminder to you all
That Courage, Faith and Honour
Will stand where Heroes fall.

Anton and his wife were 
lying in bed in Dublin one 
Saturday morning. It was 8 
o’clock and the neighbour’s 
dog was going mental. 
“Blow this”, shouts Anton as 
he ran out of the room.  He 
arrived back up the stairs 
ten minutes later. “What are 
you after doing?” asked his 
wife. “I’ve put the little devil 
in our garden. Let’s see how 
they like listening to him!!”

“I know my 
husband 

and there’s 
no point 

arguing with 
him about 

how fast he 
was going 
when he’s 
drunk.”


