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  Preface to the Fourth Edition 

The excellent publication produced to mark the Club’s first 20 years was expanded to mark 
the Club’s 25th anniversary, and this was further expanded for the 30th anniversary, and 
expanded again for this edition, covering the years 31 to 35 of the Club’s history. 

The original introduction has been retained, together with the added comments from the 
second edition, and further details have been added to cover the past five years. 

 

  Introduction (to first edition) 

Probus originated in the UK in 1966 as a Rotary initiative and the first Australian Probus 
Club was formed in 1976. 

The Probus Club of Wheelers Hill was established on 10 July 1987.  Its aim, as expressed in 
all Probus constitutions was: 

To stimulate thought, interest and participation in activities at a time of life when horizons are 
narrowing and opportunities to make new friends are limited. 

In the past twenty years more than 240 men have become members of our club.  People 
from all walks of life, of varied dispositions, some with great humour and wit, many who 
have fully participated in club activities, and others who have been content to sit back 
quietly and just enjoy what has been on offer. 

The 20 Probians who have had the privilege of serving as club Presidents have also 
reflected wide variations in their background.  Between them they have represented twelve 
broad areas of occupation: 

banking (3); engineering (3); fire-fighting (2); life insurance (2); exporting (2); teaching (2); 
government administration (2); town planning (1); railways (1); stock/station auctioneering (1) 
and telecommunications (1). 

During the past 20 years, members have enjoyed much fun and fellowship, whether it has 
been in attending monthly meetings or through the variety of social activities and trips.  As 
the following pages will tell, there have been many eventful meetings, bus trips and 
holidays.  Great times of fellowship, with friendships evolving along  the way. 

The objective of this booklet has been to outline the history, activities and journey of the 
club over its 20 years and I thank John O’Reilly, Tony Hills, Darrell Morgan and the 
various authors who have helped in its compilation.  The professional input from Peter 
Hammond in writing and designing the book has also been greatly appreciated. 

I commend it to your reading, and in so doing look forward to our club continuing to 
provide a service to the community for at least another twenty years. 

 
Creagh Bown 

President 2007-08 
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  Update for the Second Edition 

In the past five years more than 40 men have become members of our club, however due to 
a number of reasons, retirements of existing members has reduced our membership to 
about 80.  Considering the number of new clubs that have started in our area our 
membership reflects a basic core strength in the Club. 

Of the Presidents who have served in the past 5 years one has come from Marketing, one 
from the Police Force, two from Finance and one from Telecommunications!  Varied in 
terms of businesses perhaps and very varied in terms of personalities. 

As will be seen in further items, the eventful meetings, tours, events friendship and 
fellowship has continued unabated during the 5 year period to 2012. 

Tony Jessop 
President 2011-12 

 

Update for the Third Edition 

In our 30th year, the Club continues to maintain its membership around 80 members at a 
time when many Clubs are experiencing a downturn.  The highlights remain the standard 
of speakers on offer each month and the variety of outings offered.  The Club offers a 
variety of activities for its members (Chat Group, Computer Group, Walking Group, and 
Jazz Lunchers) to build on the members interests. 

We look forward to continue building our profile in the community and strengthening our 
member base in the coming years. 

Alan Morris 
President 2016-17 

 

Update for the Fourth Edition 

A significant change was made in year 32 when the members voted to change from a Men’s 
Club to a Mixed Club.  This came at a time when membership in single sex Clubs, including 
our own, were generally struggling.  Although there was an immediate boost, the COVID-
19 pandemic struck before we could take full advantage.  Now that the pandemic, and 
associated lockdowns, have eased, we are seeing definite signs of growth in membership. 

Lockdowns and venue restrictions had a severe impact on Club meetings and activities.  
While we were able to resort to meeting via Zoom, this was only available to those with the 
necessary equipment and who felt comfortable using it.  We are now looking forward to 
resuming full activities and providing a welcoming environment in our community. 

David West 
President 2020-22 
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  The Boom Years  
The period from 1986 to 1993 was a boom time for 
the growth of the Probus movement in the 
Waverley area with no fewer than seven new 
Probus clubs formed in as many years. 

The Waverley Probus Club (meeting in Mt 
Waverley) and the Glen Waverley Probus Club 
were both already in existence when our club was 
formed in July 1987.  A year later two ladies’ clubs 
were launched – the Ladies Probus Club of Glen 
Waverley and the Ladies Probus Club of Wheelers 
Hill. 

Then in 1993 the Ladies Probus Club of Mount 
Waverley and the Ladies Probus Club of Jells Park 
were inaugurated. 

Our club, the Probus Club of Wheelers Hill was 
formally created on 10 July 1987.  As in the case of 
all Probus clubs, its purpose was to offer 
opportunities to widen the horizons of its 
members at a time, as expressed in our 
Constitution, “when horizons are narrowing and 
opportunities to make new friends are limited”. 

Following the successful launch of the Probus Club 
of Glen Waverley in 1986, the Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley decided that the obvious demand for 
membership from the growing number of retirees 
in the municipality justified the immediate 
formation of an additional club. 

Three Rotarian Past Presidents – Peter Jeffreys, 
Ron Ferguson and Graham Stork – were given the 
task and they issued invitations to a foundation 
meeting in the Waverley Civic Centre on 10 July 
1987. 

Twenty-nine people signed the meeting 
attendance record indicating their desire to be 
foundation or charter members and the meeting 
formally resolved to form a new Probus Club. 

The name Probus Club of Wheelers Hill was 
chosen to distinguish it not only from the fledgling 
Glen Waverley Club, but also from the Probus 
Club of Waverley, founded by another Rotary Club 
and already meeting in Mount Waverley. 

The Mulgrave Country Club was the chosen venue 
– and remains so 30 years later – and the second 
Friday was chosen as the meeting date.  The 
annual subscription was set at $10 but in the 
intervening years that has risen to $40, still 
exceptional value. 

Graham Stork, one of the three Rotarian Past 
Presidents who had convened the meeting, was 
chosen as Founder President and John O’Reilly 
accepted the position of Secretary. 

When the club met for its first gathering at the 
Mulgrave Country Club on Friday 14 August 1987 
all 29 men who had signed the attendance record 
at the foundation meeting plus six new attendees 
were acknowledged as Foundation Members.  
Three of those 35 members are still with us today. 

Through most of its existence, the club met at the 
Mulgrave Country Club, initially in the Bowls 
Section’s clubroom and latterly, following the 
redevelopment of the MCC in May 2004, in the 
Mulgrave Room, the ground floor function room, 
and occasionally in the Panorama Room on the 
first floor.  Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
club has started meeting at The Stamford Hotel. 
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  The Numbers Game  
From the time of its inauguration, Wheelers Hill 
Probus Club has attracted increasing numbers of 
members, posing challenge after challenge to 
successive management committees charged with 
observing membership “maximums”. 

In the beginning, growth expectations were 
modest and at the club’s third meeting, in 
September 1987, it was resolved to restrict 
membership to 60, agreeing that when the waiting 
list had 10-20 potential members on it “the 
attention of the sponsoring Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley be drawn to the need to form another 
Probus Club in the district”. 

That situation didn’t last long. 

By February 1988, the official end of our first 
“Probian year”, membership had grown from the 
original 35 Foundation Members to 55 and twelve 
months later, despite losing nine members to 
death or resignation, the total had reached 62. 

The membership limit was quickly raised to 80 but 
by the end of the 1989-90 year the new maximum 
had already been passed and there were four on 
the waiting list. 

The next year the waiting list grew to six and in 
1991-92 the “maximum rule” was modified to 
allow Probians from clubs outside the area to 
transfer in without being counted against the 
maximum.  Two such transfers occurred during 
the year. 

But the pressure was still on and in 1992 the 
Constitution was again changed to increase the 
maximum from 80 to 100, a move which finally 
eliminated the waiting list. 

It was finally realised that it was becoming tedious 
having to change the Constitution every time the 
limit needed altering so it was altered just one 
more time – to allow members to vote by a three 
quarters majority to change membership limits 
without reference to the Constitution. 

The popularity of the Wheelers Hill Probus Club 
continued and was highlighted by an item in the 
May 1996 club newsletter which reported that 150 
members had been inaugurated into the club since 

its foundation (that number has grown to 265 in 
early 2017). 

And the numbers were still growing with total 
membership reaching 112 in 2001-02. 

Once again the membership formula was modified 
with the creation of a special non-active category 
that would allow members unable to attend 
meetings because of ill-health to retain their 
membership. 

In November 2006, it was decided that the 
maximum limit should be increased to 110 and 
that members on the non-active list should no 
longer be counted against that total.  With nine of 
the then total of 105 members on the non-active 
list that move effectively reduced our “total” 
membership to 96 and gave us room for 14 new 
members. 

Since 2006 the numbers have fallen away due to 
the ageing of the membership and the difficulty of 
attracting new members.  Non-active membership 
was also removed. 

Although numbers have fallen from the peak 
years, they have stabilised over the last few years 
at around 80 members.  At the end of February 
2017, our membership stood at 78, with a few 
prospects in the wind. 

Taking a wider view of membership matters, at the 
suggestion of Vice-president Dennis Simsion our 
club took the initiative in January 1990 of calling a 
meeting of the nine Probus Clubs in the Waverley 
area “to discuss matters of mutual interest”.  It 
was the first of what became regular quarterly 
meetings at which club representatives exchanged 
newsletters and information on guest speakers, 
outings destinations, data on membership 
numbers and waiting lists. 

Unfortunately, when the City of Monash was 
created and Probus Clubs in Clayton and Oakleigh 
came into the area, attendances declined and the 
meetings lapsed.  However, the recent formation 
of a new group of some 27 Probus Clubs in the 
municipality has now taken over the role.  This 
group was recently formalised as The Probus 
Association of Monash Inc. 
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  Honoured Members  
It is fitting that, with so many of our members 
active in the community, a number of them should 
be publicly honoured. 

Foundation member Keith Alcock was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List in June 1989 for his 
services to golf. 

Jack Cameron, renowned cricket statistician with 
the ABC, was awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia in 2001, and Max Lee received a similar 
award in 2003. 

Reference to Jack Cameron’s award was made in 
the club’s July 2001 newsletter: 

“Members of Wheelers Hill Probus Club 
congratulate fellow member Jack Cameron 
on having been awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List.  The award was for 
services to cricket. 

Members will recall that in 1999 Jack was 
inducted into the MCG Media Hall of Fame 
for his services to sport and in 2000 was 
awarded the Australian Sports Medal.” 

And also in the sporting arena, Frank Barton was 
in 2001 presented with an RVBA award for his 
services to lawn bowls. 

Some of our members had been honoured in their 
special fields before joining our ranks.  They 
include Graham Stork (Queens Fire Service 
Medal) and Dennis Ball (Queens Police Medal), 
the late Les Allen OBE (twice President of 
Mulgrave Shire and three times Mayor of 
Waverley, one of only three Freemen of that 
former city and Foundation President of the 
Dandenong Valley Authority); and the late John 
Murphy OAM. 

In January 2000 our member Col Alan Limburg 
CVO, a Korean War veteran, was awarded the US 
Chapel of Four Chaplains Legion of Honour in 
recognition of his work in the fight against 
chemical toxicity and its effects on Australian war 
veterans.  He was also awarded a Commonwealth 
Recognition Award for Senior Australians for his 
work. 

In 1993 the highly respected and awarded sculptor 
Stan Hammond, who had been awarded an MBE 
before he joined the club, was honoured for his 
80th birthday with a special exhibition of his work 
by the Victorian Artists Society. 

And in the same spirit, the Club decided to 
“honour” all its members who reached 80 with the 
designation OBE when their birthdays were 
recognised. 

The Rev. Trevor Byard, a prolific contributor to 
magazines and newspapers, was given an award 
for his article “Nullabor Express” which appeared 
in Probus News. 

In 1989, Foundation Member Ron Ferguson was 
one of eight finalists in the nominations for the 
Waverley Citizen of the Year;  some years later he 
was also honoured by the Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley with a Sapphire (or second) Paul Harris 
Fellowship. 

In 2016, David West received the Outstanding 
Community Service Award from Community Clubs 
Victoria, and also Meritorious Membership from 
the Mulgrave Country Club. 

The club also has its own “honours board” with its 
first two Life Members recognised in 1998.  They 
were David Gluth, Foundation Treasurer, second 
President and former Secretary, and Ron Harvey, 
a long-time committee member and the first 
newsletter editor. 

Past Presidents John Douglas and John O’Reilly 
were similarly honoured in 2000, with Kevin 
Taylor, Brian King and Alan Podger added to the 
prestigious list in the following year. 

Past President Keith Lampard was awarded Life 
Membership in 2002 and Past President Max Lee 
and Past President and present Secretary and 
Public Officer Tony Hills were both honoured in 
March 2006. 

Past Presidents Darrell Morgan, Robert Maslen,  
and Len Smart were each presented with Life 
Membership in  December 2012, March 2014 and 
November 2014 respectively. 

Past President John Chambers was presented with 
Life Membership in 2018. 
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  An Excellence of Speakers 
The Club has been well served over the years with 
the quality of speakers booked for our meetings.  
More than 300 speakers have addressed our 
meetings with the highlight probably being the 
meeting of 12 July 1991 when the legendary 
“Weary” Dunlop was our guest. 

Colonel Sir Edward Dunlop, AC, CMG, OBE, KStJ, 
was introduced by Probian Max Lee and spoke 
strongly about the need for strengthening 
Australian-Asian relations, a conviction he had 
formed during his time as a PoW in Singapore.  
Including wives and visitors there was a record 
attendance of 128 at the meeting. 

The day of his visit was also Sir Edward’s 84th 
birthday and members were delighted when he 
joined them after the meeting for lunch. 

We also heard about life as a PoW – this time in 
Germany – from John Hobbs and from the 
delightful Mrs Julia Harris who told us of her life 
in Shanghai under Japanese occupation. 

Our own members have provided us with some 
outstanding insights to their own particular fields 
of expertise.  One such was Harry Berger who in 
July 2002 gave members an interesting and 
enlightening talk on the use of hypnotherapy in 
the treatment of emotional problems and the 
control of pain.  As a practicing clinical 
hypnotherapist Harry had many years of 
experience to draw on. 

Harry concluded his talk by relating details of an 
earlier visit he made to Glen Waverley when he 
was still living in Port Macquarie.  An experienced 
pilot, Harry was flying his next door neighbour to 
Melbourne for her daughter’s engagement party. 

His Cessna 210 suffered engine failure on 
approach to Moorabbin and, desperate for 
somewhere to land, Harry picked out a nearby 
paddock.  Realising that the ground was too rough 
– and rapidly losing height – he skimmed over 
Mazenod College and in desperation put the plane 
down on the only flat spot he could find – the busy 
Wellington Road! Narrowly avoiding power lines, 
he gently dropped the Cessna onto the road 
between two cars. 

He and his passenger walked away unharmed and 
the only damage to the Cessna was to a wing which 
clipped a No Standing sign. 

Other Wheelers Hill Probians who have spoken to 
us have included Stan Hammond (twice) who 
spoke on Sculpture and War Memorials, Steve 
Stevens (Motor Tyres and Batteries), Max Lee 
(The Changi Chapel), the Rev Trevor Byard (A 
Merriment of Parsons), Don Gillies (the dairy 
industry in Third World Countries and in 
Bangladesh), Kevin Taylor (wheat exports to Iraq 
and the Arabian Peninsula) and John O’Reilly (his 

search to find out about his father, the bush poet 
“Mulga Mick”, and again on The Shrine of 
Remembrance). 

On at least two occasions members’ sons have 
been persuaded to speak to us, with the late Brian 
King’s son Andrew talking about his experiences in 
Brazil as a Uniting Church intern and John 
O’Reilly’s son Bryan featuring as one of three 
Telecom/Telstra speakers. 

One of our early members, the late Carl Gluckman, 
also contributed to the success of our speakers 
program, but in a different way.  As the owner of a 
commercial embroidery business, he made and 
donated the club banner which hangs from the 
speaker’s podium.  And Past President John 
Douglas made and presented a lectern for use by 
speakers. 

Others of our speakers have also been 
entertainers; notably John Mentha, who took us 
through the history of magic with a succession of 
baffling tricks, and the U3A Mixed Choir who, 
during one of its three visits took us on a musical 
tour of the world. 

We’ve heard the history of the Shrine and of the 
Victoria Police Force. 

In fact we have had more speakers connected with 
the Victoria Police than any other organisation 
including the then Chief Commissioner Neil 
Comrie, retired Deputy Commissioner Laurie 
Newell (the search for Harold Holt), our own 
retired Assistant Commissioner Dennis Ball, 
retired Assistant Commissioner Bill Horman 
(Crown Casino Security), retired Commander Alan 
Bowles (White Collar Crime), Commander Rod 
Lambert (Major Crime Squad), Det. 
Superintendent Max Williams (the Russell Street 
Bombing), A/Inspector Coster (Home security), 
Sgt Trevor Blake (Forensic Science), Gordon 
Maulday (the early history of the Victoria Police, 
including a display of early helmets), Senior 
Sergeant Paul O’Loughlin (Police Training for 
tomorrow), Tony Currie (Special Operations 
Group), as well as talks on drugs, the Dog Squad, 
the Air Wing and the Vehicle Safety Testing 
School. 

On other occasions we’ve learned how to fly a 
plane with Qantas Captain Dale Newman and how 
to drive a train with Don Horsborough of the 
Puffing Billy Society. 

And – most depressing of all – we found out from 
Peter Framich of Tattslotto that our actual chance 
of “winning the big one” is around 55 million to 
one! 

Past President Rob Maslen entertained us three 
times on the history of the golden age of the 
movies, including showing clips of films to 
illustrate his talks. 
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Matters of health and wellbeing have featured 
frequently, including Prof Tony Burgess (Cancer 
Research), Ian Dale (Ambulance Victoria), Karen 

Burchell (Royal District Nursing Service), Dr 
Vaidya Bala (Rehab  Medicine), Dr Peter 

Raymond  (Parkinson’s), Peter Ferguson (His Life 

as a Paediatric Surgeon), Yvonne Farquharson 
(Kidney Health Australia). 

Other speakers over the 35 years have included: 

 Telecom/Telstra (three speakers). 

 History of Waverley (Irene Marriott). 

 A Lifetime in the Waverley District (Bill 
Cooper). 

 Sale of the Century (Carey Young). 

 Early Days of Radio and Building the Overland 
Telegraph (Probian Rex Wales). 

 The Black Box (its inventor, Dr David 
Warren). 

 The Great Escape (Bill Fordyce). 

 The Loss of the “Perth” and After (Ray 
Parkin). 

 Construction of the Melbourne Underground 
Loop (Dr John Connell). 

 Return of the Unknown Soldier (Peter Tobin). 

 Lions Club (2), Eye Diseases and Hearing 
Dogs. 

 State Trustees, on Wills and Powers of 
Attorney (twice). 

 Lt Col David Presgrave, The History of 
Medals. 

 Submarine Warfare in WWII (Joe Parquin). 

 Was the Bombing of Germany Necessary?  
(Arnold Kopp DFC). 

 Ray Allen, Men’s Sheds. 

 Frank Cresia, CEO of Waverley Industries. 

 John Gardener, “Taking Care of Business”. 

 Elida Brereton ,Ex Principal Canterbury Girls 
Secondary School. 

 Ian Crawford from Crawford Productions. 

 Garry Daly, The Founding of the Australian 
Sporting Hall of Fame. 

 Peter Booth, My Career in Radio Sports 
Broadcasting. 

 Anna Burke, My career in Federal Parliament. 

 Kate Burridge, The Development of the 
English Language. 

 Doug Ackerley, “John Coleman”. 

 Noel Higgins from the RACV, “Road Safety for 
Seniors”. 
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  Getting Out and About 
Extended coach tours, one-day outings, and 
luncheons have been an integral part of Probus 
social programs throughout the country and 
Wheelers Hill Probus has been no different. 

Our first extended tour took place just over a year 
after the club’s formation when, having taken on 
the task of arranging Tours and Entertainments, 
Dennis Simsion persuaded eight brand new 
Probians and their wives to join him on a five-day 
trip to Mildura from 29 August to 2 September. 

It was a V/Line tour and, according to Probian Rev 
Trevor Byard, in an article in the newsletter of the 
day, a coach picked up the small party and then 
detoured to Ringwood to collect 22 bowlers to 
make up the numbers before taking them to 
Spencer Street Station for the trip to Mildura.  The 
mixed group must have got on well because the 
tour was adjudged “the brightest and best five days 
most could remember”. 

Since then the Club has toured to Adelaide, 
Broken Hill, Flinders Ranges, Lake Eucumbene, 
Merimbula, Tasmania, Canberra, Wagga Wagga, 
Adelaide (again!) and Wentworth.  Only one tour 
had to be cancelled for lack of support, to 
Warnambool and the Grampians in 1995, while a 
couple of tours – to Werribee Mansion in 1991, 
and to Mt Gambier, Adelaide and Victor Harbour 
in 1996 - were shared with members of the 
Wheelers Hill Ladies Probus Club. 

It was during the 1994 trip to Broken Hill, Swan 
Hill and Mildura that members had a rare 
opportunity to see some of fellow Probian Stan 
Hammond’s work.  During a brief stop in Bendigo 
Stan was able to point out one of his sculptures on 
the impressive Catholic cathedral. 

The Wagga trip in May 2003 turned out to be 
something of a mystery tour with visits to a 
haunted house, to a strange place called Gumly 
Gumly and to the Murrumbidgee River in the vain 
hope of witnessing the local phenomena called the 
5 o’clock wave.  The tourists eventually realised 
that “the wave” was pure fiction when someone 
noticed the date – it was April 1! 

Support for extended tours waned significantly 
after 2010, and even combined tours with other 
clubs didn’t get support, so they no longer form a 
part of the Club’s activities. 

Successive Tours Directors have maintained an 
excellent and varied program of one-day outings 

covering most of the popular tourist venues in 
both metropolitan and country locations. 

Finding new places to visit has sometimes been 
difficult and this has resulted in several locations 
being visited more than once. 

The first such outing was to Les Allen’s 400 acre 
vegetable farm at Narre Warren (in those days 
almost a “country” visit) where we came home 
with a complementary bunch of celery each. 

Subsequently we have been able to extend our 
knowledge of many other interesting  locations 
and facilities including, in no particular order, the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (three times); the 
Docklands Stadium (twice); the Police Academy 
(twice) and the Police Air Wing; Puffing Billy and 
Emerald Lake; the steel mills at Hastings (twice); 
the Alcoa aluminium mill at Geelong; the old and 
new stock exchanges; the former Nissan factory at 
Clayton, Toyota at Port Melbourne and the Ford 
factories at Geelong and Campbellfield (twice); the 
Yakult factory at Dandenong; the former  
Pentridge Prison; Parliament House; French 
Island; Point Nepean National Park; Polly 
Woodside; the RAAF Museum at Point Cook and 
HMAS Cerberus at Stony Point; the Chinese 
Museum in the City; the C J Dennis “Singing 
Gardens” at Toolangi (twice), The Wonthaggi 
Desalination Plant, and many others. 

Getting a full coach load for day trips wasn’t 
always easy, so many trips began to be organised 
on a “drive yourself” basis, although this did mean 
limiting the distance travelled. 

In 2016, the decision was made to hire a minibus 
that would be driven by Club members.  This 
enabled day trips to be undertaken to venues 
further away at much lesser cost than would be 
involved in hiring a coach.  The pattern of outings 
now includes these bus trips, “drive yourself” (with 
car-pooling), and trips by train to locations in or 
near the CBD. 

Luncheons have always been well supported, with 
a number of venues getting regular visits, 
including “Christmas in July” at the Sandown 
Greyhounds Entertainment venue.  In January 
2016 and 2017, good support was given for Sunday 
“Breakfast on the Terrace” at the Mulgrave 
Country Club. 
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  On The Greens
With so many of our members being prominent 
bowlers at the Mulgrave Country Club and the 
Glen Waverley Bowls Club, it is no surprise that 
Wheelers Hill Probus has featured well in the 
Greater Melbourne Annual Probus Bowls 
Tournament. 

The format of the tournament has changed over 
times, and in recent years its popularity has 
waned.  However, we have continued to be 
represented every year since our very first year, 
when the club entered two teams in the 
competition. 

 

 

  Club Activity Groups 
The walking group (“The Strollers”), gets good 
support for a monthly walk around Jells Park, with 
some extras joining them afterwards for coffee and 
scones at the park café. 

A Jazz Group got together several times each year 
for a Sunday lunch accompanied by jazz 
entertainment.  Tony Jessop  did an excellent job 
in organising these lunches, but the advent of 
venue lockdowns and restrictions due to COVID-
19 saw the end of these lunches, for the time being 
at least. 

In addition to the Jazz Group, Tony also did an 
excellent job with the Computer Group, which met 
monthly at the Wheelers Hill branch of the 

Monash Library.  External speakers, including 
speakers from the Monash Library, present on 
specific topics of interest to members, as well as 
members contributing from their own experience.   

Graham Mollet formed a Chat Group in 2013, 
which meets once a month to discuss items of 
topical interest, and to decide how to put the world 
in order. 

Des Olin initiated a “Book Exchange” at every 
meeting, with members able to drop off books they 
no longer need, and pick up books they would like 
to read.  This has since been maintained each year 
by the Club Service Director. 

 

  Committee Structure 
For many years the responsibilities within the 
Committee remained fixed, with the Vice 
President responsible for Welfare, the Immediate 
Past President responsible for Guest Speakers, and 
the three elected Committee members taking on 
Tours & Entertainment, Newsletters, and Club 
Service. 

This approach sometimes made it difficult to 
attract members onto the Committee, particularly 
for the Tours & Entertainment role.  Even the role 
of President was affected, with some members not 
comfortable with Welfare or Guest Speakers in the 
years preceding and following a term as President. 

This began to change in 2015, when Immediate 
Past President Graham Findlay took on Tours & 

Entertainment and Alun Mantle took on Guest 
Speakers.  Further changes were made for the 
2016-2017 Committee, with the Vice President 
looking afters Luncheons, Peter Russell looking 
after Guest Speakers, and three non-voting 
“assistants” appointed to look after Membership, 
Tours, and Welfare. 

In February 2017, the Club by-laws were changed 
to allow for the election of up to five committee 
members, the exact number to be decided on a 
year-to-year basis by the incoming President and 
as approved by the outgoing committee.  The 
allocation of roles would then depend on the 
composition of the committee. 
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Club Foundation & First Year (1987-1988) 
   President: Graham Stork 
 

The Probus Club of Wheelers Hill was formally 
created on Friday 10 July 1987. 

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Glen Waverley, 
the new club was formed to meet the obvious 
demand created by the growing number of retirees 
in the municipality. 

Invitations to a meeting in the Waverley Civic 
Centre were issued by three Rotarian Past 
Presidents - Peter Jeffreys, Ron Ferguson and 
Graham Stork - and the minutes of the meeting 
record the following: 

“The meeting was opened by Rotary Past 
District Governor Tom Sides who welcomed 
those present and introduced the President of 
the Rotary Club of Glen Waverley, Mr Rob 
Maslen.  President Rob spoke briefly on the 
role of Rotary in community service in the 
City of Waverley and then introduced Cr 
Morna Sturrock, representing the Mayor, Cr 
Heffernan. 

Cr Sturrock spoke of the Council’s desire to 
support organisations such as Rotary and 
Probus and on behalf of the Council wished 
the new club every success.  President Rob 
thanked Cr Sturrock and the Mayor for their 
interest and for the assistance provided in the 
arrangements for the meeting. 

Past District Governor Tom Sides then 
introduced Rotary Past President Peter 
Jeffreys who spoke of the need for another 
Probus Club in the City of Waverley and the 
role of Rotary in its foundation.  He then 
outlined the aims of Probus and explained the 
general format of meetings.  He read a 
proposed constitution for this new club and 
answered questions from those present.” 

The meeting formally resolved to form a new 
Probus Club and chose the name Probus Club of 
Wheelers Hill to distinguish it from the recently 
formed Glen Waverley Club and from the Probus 
Club of Waverley, founded by another Rotary Club 
and already meeting in Mount Waverley. 

The meeting then further resolved that: 
• all applications for foundation membership be 

accepted; 
• the venue be the Mulgrave Country Club; 
• meetings be held on the second Friday of each 

month at 10am; 
• the annual subscription be set at $10 with a 

joining fee of $5; 
• the draft constitution presented to the meeting 

be adopted; and 
• affiliation be sought with Probus Centre - 

South Pacific Inc. 

Twenty-nine people signed the meeting 
attendance record indicating their desire to be 
foundation members. 

The meeting appointed the following to be the first 
committee for the period to 29 February 1988, 
with power to co-opt others as necessary: 
 President:  Graham Stork 
 Secretary:  John O’Reilly 
 Committee:  John Winum, Charles 
   Smith and Owen Etherton. 

Charles Smith and Owen Etherton subsequently 
withdrew before the first committee meeting and 
Probians David Gluth, Dennis Simsion, Ian 
Doggett, Frank Holliday and Ron Harvey were  co-
opted. 

The Minutes record that: 

“The meeting was formally closed and all 
present were invited to coffee in the Council 
suite.  The newly-appointed Management 
Committee met briefly and resolved to hold its 
first formal meeting at the home of President 
Graham Stork at 2.30 pm on Monday 27 July 
1987.” 

First Committee Meeting 

Rotary Past District Governor Tom Sides and 
Rotary Past President Ron Ferguson attended the 
first committee meeting as observers and to 
provide guidance and assistance.  At the meeting 
the following responsibilities were allocated: 
 Treasurer, Vice-president & 
   President-elect for 1988-89: David Gluth 
 Tours and Entertainment:  Dennis Simsion 
 Membership:  Ian Doggett 
 Guest Speakers:   John Winum 
 Publicity and Newsletter:  Ron Harvey 
 Club Service and liaison with 
   Mulgrave Country Club:  Frank Holliday 

In all subsequent years the Vice-president has 
been given responsibility for membership records 
and welfare and is designated President-elect for 
the year following; the Immediate Past President 
has responsibility for guest speakers. 

The Rotary Club representatives advised that their 
club would donate 60 Probus name badges and it 
was decided that additional badges, as required, 
should be purchased by members at cost (then 
$2.50 each). 
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The Second Meeting 

At the second meeting of the club, held at the 
Mulgrave Country Club on Friday 14 August 1987, 

Rotary Past President Ron Ferguson invested 
Foundation President Graham Stork with his 
collar and medallion of office, a gift from the 
sponsoring Rotary Club of Glen Waverley. 

Visitors included President Don Drummond, 
Vicepresident Max Walker and Secretary John 
Slee from the Probus Club of Glen Waverley and 
on behalf of his club, President Don presented 
Wheelers Hill Probus with a table gong and gavel. 

There were 25 members in attendance, including 
six who had not been present at the formation 
meeting in July and who now applied for 
membership.  It was resolved that those six plus 
the original 29 who attended the first meeting be 
deemed foundation members.  In alphabetical 
order the 35 Foundation Members were:  

Keith Alcock † Les Allen†  

Harold Bailey  Frank Barton † 

Rev. Trevor Byard † Laurie Cockburn † 

Bill Cooper † Sam Corbett  

Ian Doggett † John Douglas  

Ron Ferguson † Harry George † 

Don Gillies  David Gluth † 

Ron Harvey † Frank Holliday†  

David Jackson  Peter Jeffreys  

Cliff Jones  Robert Miller † 

John O’Reilly  Allan Quested†  

Charles Robinson  Jack Robinson  

Dick Simons  Dennis Simsion  

John Slee  Charles Smith  

Bill St Clair  Charles Souter  

Graham Stork † Owen Thomas † 

Don Townsend  Ron Walker  

John Winum † († = Deceased) 

At the time of printing, 3 of our 35 Foundation 
Members are still with us, John Douglas, Peter 
Jeffreys, and John O’Reilly.  In addition to 
Foundation President Graham Stork, five other 
Foundation Members subsequently served as 
presidents - David Gluth (1988), Ian Doggett 
(1989), Dennis Simsion (1990), John O’Reilly 
(1991) and John Douglas (1992). 

Auditor 

Foundation member, Jack Robinson, a qualified 
Chartered Accountant and Auditor, was elected as 
the club’s first auditor. 

Accreditation with Probus Centre - 
South Pacific Inc. 

As directed by the formation meeting, our 
sponsoring Rotary Club applied on our behalf for 

accreditation and registration with the Probus 
Centre - South Pacific Inc.  This was formally 
granted on 19 October 1987 and the Certificate of 
Accreditation was subsequently presented by the 
Rotary Club of Glen Waverley and is displayed at 
each of our general meetings. 

Incorporation & New Constitution 

During the club’s first year the members agreed to 
a recommendation from the committee (on the 
advice of the founding Rotarians) that the club 
should become “Incorporated” under the State 
Government legislation which enables small 
notfor-profit bodies to obtain the advantages of 
limited liability without having to go to the trouble 
and expense of incorporating as a company. 

As the Glen Waverley Probus Club had gone 
through the same process the previous year, their 
Secretary John Slee (who at the time was also one 
of our own members) kindly supplied our 
Secretary with copies of the relevant 
documentation. 

A new constitution, based on model rules in the 
Schedule to the Associations Incorporation Act of 
Victoria, was adopted on 12 February 1988 and 
Foundation Secretary John O’Reilly was 
authorised to apply for incorporation and was 
appointed the first Public Officer.  The club was 
duly incorporated on 7 March 1988 and the 
Certificate of Incorporation (Registered No. 

A15656M) is also displayed at our meetings. 

Membership Limit 

At the September 1987 general meeting it was 
resolved that the total membership would be 
restricted to 60, with provision for a waiting list, 
and that “when there are 10 to 20 potential 
members on that list, the attention of the 
sponsoring Rotary Club of Glen Waverley be 
drawn to the need to form another Probus Club in 
the District.” By February 1988, the end of our first 
“year”, we had 55 members. 

The maximum membership clause in our 
constitution was subsequently amended in 1989, 
1991 and 1992.  On 8 November 1996, the 1988 
Constitution was repealed and replaced with a new 
“Statement of Purposes and Rules of Association”, 
together with a separate set of by-laws.  That 1996 
Constitution is still in operation and has not since 
been amended.  However, the 1996 by-laws have 
been amended three times - on 13 October 2000, 
20 April 2001 and on 13 November 2006. 

Probus Bowls 

In March 1988, the club entered two teams of four 
in the Greater Melbourne Annual Men’s Probus 
Bowls tournament.  It is pleasing to note that in 
every subsequent year to date we have continued 
to enter several teams in that event. 
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Our First President, Graham Stork 
 

Graham Stork was born and educated in Dandenong 
and began his career in 1952 at the Head Office of 
the Country Fire Authority. 

He was Regional Officer at Wodonga and then 
served as Assistant Chief Officer in Wangaratta and 
Hamilton before returning to Melbourne for nine 
years and then retiring in 1987.  For more than 
twenty of his thirty-five years with the CFA he held 
the rank of Assistant Chief Officer.  For his services 
to fire fighting and prevention, he was awarded the 
Queen’s Fire Service Medal in 1981. 

Graham joined the Rotary Club of Wodonga in 
1960, transferred to Wangaratta and then to 
Hamilton where he served as President.  He 
transferred to our sponsoring Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley in 1978 and participated in many Rotary 
projects, including the Student Exchange Program, 
and spent a brief period on vocational exchange in 
California. 

Always a keen sportsman, Graham played cricket, 
tennis, baseball, golf and eventually became an 
enthusiastic lawn bowler at the Mulgrave Country 
Club.  He served as President of the Men’s Bowls 
Section and as Club Vice-president. 
In March 1995, Graham returned to our Committee, 
taking on the task of Tours and Entertainment.  
Sadly, he passed away on 15 July  that year. 
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Year 2: 1988-1989  President: David Gluth 
At the first Annual General Meeting on 11 March 1988 David Gluth was invested as President by Cr Morna 
Sturrock, representing the Mayor of Waverley.  Graham Stork became Immediate Past President and the 
following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president    Ian Doggett  

Secretary   John O’Reilly  

Treasurer  John Douglas  

Committee Members  Dennis Simpsion, Tours and Entertainment  

 Frank Holiday, Club Service  

 Ron Harvey, Publicity and Newsletter  

Jack Robinson was re-elected as Auditor and Secretary John O’Reilly continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 2nd President, David Gluth 

David came to us after retiring from an extensive 
career with the then Bank of New South Wales.  
Among other senior appointments, he had held 
branch managerial positions in Melbourne and 
Sydney, had been in charge of the staff training 
centre in Melbourne, principal of the staff training 
college in Sydney and manager of the senior relief 
staff for Victoria. 

While in Sydney he was an active Rotarian and in 
Melbourne he played lawn bowls with the Riversdale 
Golf Club and became Chairman of the Bowls 
Section.  He was also active in the Westpac Retired 
Officers Association. 

Unfortunately, during his Presidential year David 
had heart surgery and was unable to attend all our 
meeting and outings. 

After completing his term as Immediate Past 
President, David remained on the committee for 
another five years as Secretary.  For his services to 
the Club, he was elected as our first Life Member in 
March 1998.  Sadly, he passed away that May after a 
long illness. 

Highlights 

• During the year we gained 16 new members.  
However, we also lost nine members from death 
or resignation, bringing the total to 62 by 
February 1989. 

• On 25 February 1988, just before the end of our 
first year, the Rotary Club of Glen Waverley 
called a meeting to form a new Ladies Probus 
Club.  Such was the response that two clubs were 
formed.  The first, named the Ladies’ Probus 
Club of Glen Waverley, met at the RSL.  The 
second, the Ladies’ Probus Club of Wheelers Hill, 
met at the Mulgrave Country Club. 

 

• At the first monthly meeting of our “sister” club, 
Wheelers Hill Ladies, President David Gluth 
presented them with a President’s collar and 
medallion.  It was interesting to note that  their 
Foundation President for 1988-89 was Barbara 
Doggett, wife of our Vice-president.  
Subsequently, Ian and Barbara’s terms as 
presidents of their respective Probus Clubs 
overlapped by one week in March 1989.  It is also 
of note that the new club’s Foundation Vice-
president was Carmel Stork, wife of our 
Foundation President, Graham Stork. 

• In October 1988 it was decided to create a 
Telephone Tree to enable members to be 
informed of urgent matters, such as the passing 
of a member, between meetings.  That initiative 
is still in operation. 

• Committee meetings were usually held on the 
morning of the Friday before each monthly 
general meeting and, weather permitting, the 
committee members would then adjourn with 
their wives for a BBQ at Jells Park.  The venue 
was later changed to Nortons Park.  This idea 
was soon expanded to include any club members 
and wives who cared to join in.  Unfortunately, 
after some years this pleasant activity lapsed due 
to falling attendances. 

• Our club’s first extended tour took place from 29 
August to 2 September 1988 when several 
members and their wives joined in a V/Line 
coach/rail excursion to Mildura.  Annual 
extended tours, usually by coach, are now a 
regular activity.  The Rev Trevor Byard’s report 
on this first tour is reproduced as Appendix 2. 
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Year 3: 1989-1990  President: Ian Doggett 
President-elect Ian Doggett was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting on 10 March 1989 by Cr 
Morna Sturrock on behalf of the Mayor of Waverley.  David Gluth became Immediate Past President and the 
following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Dennis Simpsion 

Secretary  John O’Reilly 

Treasurer  Bruce Crawley 

Committee Members  John Douglas, Tours and Entertainment 

 Colin Grove, Club Service 

 Ron Harvey, Publicity and Newsletter 

Jack Robinson retired as Auditor and Alan Podger was elected in his place.  The Secretary, John O’Reilly, 
continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 3rd President, Ian Doggett 

Ian spent his working life with the Country Roads 
Board, starting as an apprentice in 1942.  He began 
in the Workshop and Diesel Pump Room and when 
he retired in 1986, he was Purchasing Officer in the 
main office of the CRB in Syndal. 

He was a coach with the Waverley Softball 
Association and played both social and pennant lawn 
bowls, first at the Glen Waverley Bowls Club (where 
he had been a foundation member in 1974) and later 
with the Mulgrave Country Club.  There he served on 
the Match Committee, regularly operated the lawn 
mower and helped to build and erect the principal 
flagpole. 

In 1988-89, as our Vice-president, he gained 
valuable experience in chairing committee and 
general meetings during President David 

Gluth’s illnesses, before succeeding to that role in his 
own right.  Sadly, Ian passed away in March 2005. 

Highlights 

• During the year, the members amended the club 
Constitution to increase the maximum 
membership from 60 to 80.  We lost one 
member through death and admitted 19 new 
members, bringing the total at the end of the 
year to 80, with four on the waiting list. 

• We received the very pleasing news that one of 
our charter members, Keith Alcock, had been 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) in the June 1989 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List for services to golf. 

 

 

• A further highlight was the nomination by our 
Club of Ron Ferguson, another of our charter 
members (and one of our Rotary Founders), for 
the City of Waverley “Citizen of the Year” award.  
There were more than 100 nominations and as 
one of the eight finalists he was presented with 
an engraved medallion by the Mayor on 
Australia Day 1990. 

• There was an excellent initial response to our 
Committee’s initiative (at the suggestion of Vice-
president Dennis Simsion) in calling a meeting of 
the nine Probus Clubs in Waverley to discuss 
matters of mutual interest.  The first of what 
became regular quarterly meetings of club 
representatives was held on 15 January 1990.  It 
was agreed to exchange copies of each other’s 
newsletters and particulars of interesting guest 
speakers and outings as well as data on 
membership numbers and waiting lists. 

Following the creation of the City of Monash and 
the inclusion in our municipality of existing 
clubs in Oakleigh and Clayton attendances 
declined and the meetings lapsed. 

However, the Monash Regional Probus Group, 
comprising all 27 clubs within the city, has now 
revived that role. 
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Year 4: 1990-1991 President: Dennis Simsion 
President-elect Dennis Simsion was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting on 9 March 1990 
by Cr Barbara Thompson, Mayor of Waverley (and a Past President of the Waverley Ladies Probus Club).  
Ian Doggett became Immediate Past President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  John O’Reilly  

Secretary  David Gluth  

Treasurer  Bruce Crawley  

Committee Members  John Douglas, Tours & Entertainment  

 Brian King, Club Service  

 Ron Harvey, Publicity and Newsletter  

Alan Podger was re-elected as Auditor.  Vice-president and former Secretary John O’Reilly, continued as 
Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 4th President, Dennis Simpsion 

Dennis was born in the UK in July 1926 where he 
was educated to technical college level before his 
studies were interrupted by the Second World War.  
From 1944 to 1947 he served in the Fleet Air Arm of 
the Royal Navy, primarily with the British Pacific 
Fleet. 

After the war he continued his studies, partly in the 
UK and partly in New Zealand (by correspondence) 
where he had obtained a Surveying/Town Planning 
position.  In 1956 he qualified as a Fellow of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute (London). 

After working for three years in local government in 
the UK, he emigrated to New Zealand where he was 
employed in senior roles in local and regional 
authorities in Auckland and Whangarei. 

He migrated to Australia in 1968 to become Deputy 
Chief Planner with the then Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works.  He became Chief 
Planner in 1978 and retired in 1983 to take up 
private practice for three years. 
 

Highlights 

• During the year, there were five resignations and 
five new members were admitted, to retain the 
total of eighty as provided by the Constitution.  
At the end of the year, there were six on the 
waiting list. 
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Year 5: 1991-1992  President: John O’Reilly 
President-elect John O’Reilly was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting on  8 March 1991 by 
Cr Barbara Thompson, representing the Mayor of Waverley.  Dennis Simsion became Immediate Past 
President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  John Douglas  

Secretary  David Gluth  

Treasurer  Harry Draffin  

Committee Members  Brian King, Tours and Entertainment  

 Max Lee, Club Service  

 Ron Harvey, Publicity and Newsletter  

Alan Podger retired as Auditor and Don Badenach was elected in his place.  President John O’Reilly 
continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 5th President, John O’Reilly 

John was born in Tasmania in July 1928 and was 
raised and educated in Melbourne.  In 1945 he 
started work as a junior clerk in the Stamp Duties 
Branch of the State Treasury where he remained for 
42 years, retiring in 1987 as Assistant Comptroller of 
Stamps and Director of Administration. 

He enlisted in the then CMF (now the Army Reserve) 
when it was formed in 1948 and retired sixteen years 
later with the rank of Major, having been awarded 
the Efficiency Decoration.  For more than twenty 
years he was a March Marshal at the dispersal area 
for Melbourne’s annual Anzac Day March.  He spent 
five years as President of the Tally Ho Pre-school 
Centre in Glen Waverley, ten years as Auditor of the 
Syndal Girl Guide District and also served ten years 
as Secretary of the Waverley Scout District. 

He was  appointed a Commissioner for Affidavits in 
1954 and held that office for 25 years until he was 
sworn in as a Justice of the Peace in 1979. 

He plays social and pennant bowls at the Glen 
Waverley Bowls Club, and was chairman of the sub-
committee which wrote a new constitution for that 
club when its organisational structure was changed 
in 1996. 
 

Highlights 

• While retaining the existing maximum of 80 
ordinary members,  the club’s Constitution was 
amended during the year to allow Probians to 
transfer from other clubs outside the 
municipality without affecting the maximum.  
Two such transferees were welcomed into our 
midst during the year, as well as seven new 
members.  They replaced two losses through 
death and five resignations. 

• During the year we combined with our sister 
Ladies Probus Club of Wheelers Hill on three 
occasions.  We had a combined coach tour to 
Werribee Mansion.  We also combined for our 
Christmas lunch at the Mulgrave Country Club. 

• Without doubt the greatest highlight of the year 
was the visit on Friday 12 July 1991 of Colonel Sir 
Edward Dunlop, AC, CMG, OBE, KStJ known to 
us all as “Weary”.  The audience of 128 included 
many members’ wives as well as President Helen 
Macdonald and members of the Wheelers Hill 
Ladies Probus Club.  The occasion was also Sir 
Edward’s 84th birthday, and he was able to stay 
with us for lunch after the meeting.  A summary 
of his talk appeared in the August 1991 issue of 
our newsletter and is reproduced as Appendix 3 
to this booklet. 
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Year 6: 1992-1993  President: John Douglas 
President-elect John Douglas was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting on  13 March 1992 by 
Dr Graeme Frecker (a Councillor and former Mayor of Waverley).  John O’Reilly became Immediate Past 
President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Max Lee  

Secretary  David Gluth  

Treasurer  Harry Draffin  

Committee Members  Alan Podger, Club Service  (Alan resigned in July 
  and was replaced by  Past President Dennis Simsion) 

 Brian King, Tours and Entertainment  

 Ron Harvey, Publicity and Newsletter  

Don Badenach was re-elected as Auditor.  Immediate Past President John O’Reilly continued as Public 
Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 6th President, John Douglas 

John was employed by the Westpac Banking 
Corporation for 37 years during which time he held 
managerial appointments in Adelaide, Darwin and 
Melbourne; was Manager, Senior Staff, Victoria; and 
Regional Manager, Victoria. 

He was the Charter Secretary of the Darwin Kiwanis 
Service Club and Administrative Officer of the 
Darwin Sailing Club.  On moving to Melbourne he 
joined the Glenvale Tennis Club in Glen Waverley 
where he served as President and Treasurer and was 
awarded Life Membership.   

Highlights 

• During the year, the club Constitution was again 
amended to increase the maximum membership 
from 80 to 100 plus transferees, allowing all 
those on the then waiting list to be admitted.  
The amendment also allowed future changes to 
the maximum to be made without having to 
amend the constitution by allowing members to 
approve such changes by a three-quarter 
majority vote at any general meeting. 

• It was decided that the existing informal 
relationship with our founding Rotary Club of 
Wheelers Hill should be formalised and Probian 
Peter Jeffreys (a Rotary Past President) accepted 
the role of Rotary Liaison Officer.  He continued 
to keep our members informed on matters of 
mutual interest until the role was taken over 
some years later by Probian Tony Hills, also a 
Rotary Past President.   

 

  



 

 Page 22 

Year 7: 1993-1994  President: Max Lee 
President-elect Max Lee was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 1993 by special 
guest speaker Dr Graeme Frecker, representing the Mayor of Waverley.  John Douglas became Immediate 
Past President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Harry Draffin   

Secretary  David Gluth   

Treasurer  Alan Podger  

Committee Members  Ross Drake, Tours and Entertainment  

 Neil McGilp, Club Service  

 Ron Harvey, Publicity and Newsletter  

Don Badenach was re-elected as Auditor and John O’Reilly continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 7th President, Max Lee 

Max’s entire working career was spent with 
Australia’s largest Life Insurance company, AMP, 
including five years in Queensland.  He retired as a 
Senior Sales Executive in the Victoria Branch. 

After the Second World War, Max stayed on in the 
army, working with the War Graves authorities.  
Through his efforts the chapel built by the former 
Australian POWs in the Changi Gaol in Singapore 
was saved from demolition and subsequently re-
erected in the grounds of the Royal Military College 
at Duntroon in Canberra as a national memorial to 
the more than 35,000 Australian POWs in all wars.  
He was also active in the creation of the adjacent 
memorial to Returned Wartime Nurses. 

He has been involved in many charitable 
organisations,  has  served  on  school 
committees, including Haileybury College, and was 
also involved in establishing Scouting in Moorabbin.  
Other bodies which have benefited from his 
involvement include Birthright (the civilian 
equivalent of Legacy, for fatherless children); the 
legacy and bequest areas of the Salvation 
 Army;  and  AESOP  (Australian 
Executive  Services  Overseas 
 Program) assisting underprivileged 
countries. 

He was invited to set up an insurance operation in 
the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, involving many 
visits to both areas over a period of five years. 

Max is an active member of the Melbourne Cricket 
Club, the Riversdale Golf Club and the Waverley 
RSL. 

In June 2003, he was awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia (OAM) for his extensive services 
to the community over many years. 

Highlights 

• In his view, the highlight of his presidential year 
was the relationship he enjoyed and the support 
received from his committee – and the 
wonderful support he had from floor members. 

• Two new Probus Clubs were formed in our area 
– the Ladies Probus Club of Mount Waverley and 
the Ladies Probus Club of Jells Park. 

• To celebrate Probian Stan Hammond’s 80th 
birthday, the Victorian Artists Society held a 
special exhibition in his honour at its Albert 
Street headquarters. 

• The extended tour took place from 16 – 21 May 
1993.  The itinerary included Adelaide, Roxby 
Downs, Andamooka and the Barossa Valley.  
Approximately 3500 km was covered. 

• Christmas gifts were purchased and presented to 
Ron Harvey’s daughters, Pamela and Debbie, in 
recognition of their assistance with the 
production of the newsletter. 

• Past President John Douglas made a lectern for 
use by guest speakers. 

• The “unofficial” first Friday barbecue was 
cancelled because of lack of support. 

• A Wheelers Hill Probus bowls four skipped by 
Geoff Silverwood took out the honours at the 
Annual Probus Bowls Day held on Wednesday 9 
March 1994. 
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Year 8: 1994-1995  President: Harry Draffin 
President-elect Harry Draffin was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 1994 by Dr 
Graeme Frecker of the Waverley Council.  Max Lee became Immediate Past President but resumed the duties 
of President following Harry’s death on 19 December.  The following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Alva Purkiss 

Secretary  David Gluth 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Frank Barton, Club Service 

 John Douglas, Tours and Entertainment 

 Ron Harvey Publicity and Newsletter 

Don Badenach was re-elected as Auditor and John O’Reilly continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 8th President, Harry Draffin 

Harry was a senior executive in a company engaged 
in the wholesale meat export trade.  During the 
Second World War, he served with the RAAF as 
ground crew working on Catalina flying boats 
throughout Australia, including the huge 
maintenance and repair base at Lake Boga, near 
Swan Hill.  In his younger days, he was an avid water 
skier. 

He greatly enjoyed the Club’s extended tour to 
Mildura and Broken Hill during his part term as 
President. 

Harry was only three-quarters through his year of 
office when he passed away on 19 December 1994.  
As Vice-president Alva Purkiss was unwell at the 
time, the Committee appointed Immediate Past 
President Max Lee to act as President for the 
remainder of the term. 

 

Highlights 

• At its August Meeting, the committee decided 
that death notices should be placed in the press 
following the death of a member.  The committee 
confirmed its decision at its September meeting 
and agreed that notices would be placed in the 
Herald-Sun without a Probus logo. 

• The itinerary for the extended tour from  1-6 May 
1994 included Broken Hill, Swan Hill, Mildura 
and Wentworth.  A stop at 

• Bendigo gave Stan Hammond an opportunity to 
point out one of his sculptures on the Roman 
Catholic cathedral. 

• The Annual Probus Bowls Day was held on 8 
March 1995.  George Eastwood, Keith Lampard, 
John Fenwick and Rick 

• Bermingham were the winning team at the 
Burden Park venue and David Gluth, Norm 
Fidge, Kevin Taylor and Hans Osler were 
runners-up at Edithvale. 

• The committee invited the sons of our late 
President, Harry Draffin, to the 1995 Annual 
General Meeting and presented them with his 
Past President’s certificate and lapel badge. 
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Year 9: 1995-1996  President: Alva Purkiss 
President-elect Alva Purkiss was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 1995 by Dr 
Graeme Frecker.  Max Lee became Immediate Past President for a second term and the following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Ross Drake 

Secretary  Kevin Taylor 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Frank Barton, Club Service 

 
Graham Stork, Tours and Entertainment  (Graham died in office 
   on 15 July and was  replaced by Keith Lampard.) 

 Ron Harvey Publicity and Newsletter 

Don Badenach retired as Auditor and Kevin Hill was elected in his place.  John O’Reilly continued as Public 
Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 9th President, Alva Purkiss 

Alva retired as Assistant Chief Electrical Engineer in 
the Central Office of the Commonwealth Department 
of Works.  His role involved major government, civil 
and military works in Australia and Papua New 
Guinea. 

As a Fellow of the Institution of Engineers, he was 
active for a considerable period in the Institution and 
served on the Council and as Chairman of the Board 
of the College of Electrical Engineers. 

 

Highlights 

• In the May Newsletter, it was noted that 150 
members had been inducted since the 
inauguration of the Club. 

• At its June meeting the Committee decided that 
in future General Meetings would commence 
fifteen minutes earlier at 9.45 am.  It was also 
decided not to foster the introduction of small 
interest groups, as the consensus was that they 
tended to fall away after a bright start. 

• At its August meeting the Committee decided to 
introduce an acknowledgement of those who 
were aged 80 years or over by using the 
designation “OBE”.  This would be noted in the 
Newsletter when these members celebrated a 
birthday. 

• At its September meeting, the Committee 
decided to schedule its future meetings a week 
before General Meetings. 

• Sadly, committee member and Foundation 
President Graham Stork died in July while in 
office.  He was replaced for the remainder of the 
year as Tours and Entertainment Officer by 
Keith Lampard. 

• A suggestion to shorten the tea break to provide 
more time for guest speakers was not adopted as 
it was generally agreed that the existing 30-
minute break provided an opportunity for 
members to fraternise. 

• The planned extended tour to Warnambool and 
the Grampians was cancelled due to lack of 
support. 

 
  



 

 Page 25 

Year 10: 1996-1997  President: Ross Drake 
In a departure from the previous practice of having our in-coming President installed by a representative of 
the City of Waverley (Monash), President-elect Ross Drake was invested as President at the Annual General 
Meeting in March 1996 by his predecessor, Alva Purkiss, who then became Immediate Past President.  The 
following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Norm Ramage 

Secretary  Kevin Taylor 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Frank Barton, Club Service 

 Keith Lampard, Tours and Entertainment  

 Ron Harvey Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor and John O’Reilly continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 10th President, Ross Drake 

Ross spent his working life in the stock and station 
agency industry, retiring as the General Manager of 
Elders New Zealand Ltd.  As a Senior Auctioneer, he 
sold many thousands of bales of wool on behalf of 
growers in Melbourne, Albury, Geelong, Portland, 
Launceston and Hobart. 

He held the positions of President of the Victoria 
Stock Agents Association, Councillor of the 
Australian Livestock Agents and Trustee of Elders 
New Zealand Superannuation Fund. 

He was an Executive Member of the Victorian 
Swimming Association and a qualified International 
Referee for Swimming and Rugby League. 

Highlights 

• Two Probus Bowls Days were held within one 
Probus year, the 1996 event being held on 
Wednesday 13 March and the 1997 event being 
held on the 12 March, just before the ‘97 AGM.  
In the 1996 event Clem Christians, Des Douglas, 
Ian Doggett and George Simpson were successful 
in winning both games with the highest 
aggregate score.  They then played in the finals at 
Auburn Heights winning their first game but 
losing their second. 

• The extended tour took place from 29 April – 3 
May 1996.  The itinerary included Mt Gambier, 
Adelaide and Victor Harbour.  A number of 
members of the Wheelers Hill Ladies Probus 
Club joined the tour to make up the numbers. 

• At its August Meeting, the Committee agreed 
that membership applications from outside the 
district would be considered on their merits. 

• In September 1996, the first musical 
extravaganza was held by the Probus Association 
of Victoria. 

• The Committee appointed Secretary Kevin 
Taylor and Past President John O’Reilly as a 
Sub-committee to review and revise the Club’s 
Constitution.  Their recommendations included 
streamlining the existing Constitution by 
removing all Rules which were not mandatory 
under the relevant State legislation and 
transferring them into a separate set of by-laws.  
The recommendations were accepted by the 
Committee and at the November general 
meeting, the club members adopted the new 
Constitution and By-laws.   
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Year 11: 1997-1998  President: Norm Ramage 
President-elect Norm Ramage was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 1997 by his 
predecessor, Ross Drake, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Leon Cramer 

Secretary  Kevin Taylor 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Frank Barton, Club Service 

 Keith Lampard, Tours and Entertainment  

 Ron Harvey Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor.  John O’Reilly retired as Public Officer and the Committee appointed 
John Douglas in his place. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 11th President, Norm Ramage 

Norm was a “railways man” all his working life. 

Starting as a “Supernumerary Junior Lad Porter”, his 
first posting was to Clifton Hill.  Subsequently he 
worked at many different railway stations 
throughout Victoria, rising to the rank of Station 
Master.  He served in that capacity at many stations 
including Kyneton, Drouin, Warracknabeal and 
Murtoa. 

His last posting before retirement was one of the 
most senior in the State, that of Station Master at 
Spencer Street. 

 

Highlights 

• Norm acknowledges that a highlight of his year 
in office was a strong and resourceful committee. 

• The most notable occurrence during his year was 
the presentation of the club’s first two Life 
Memberships - to our Foundation Treasurer, 
second President and former Secretary David 
Gluth and to Foundation Committee Member 
and former Newsletter Editor Ron Harvey. 

• The extended tour, from 27 April – 2 May, was to 
the Flinders Ranges and included visits to 
Mildura, Renmark, Rawnsley Park, Wilpena 
Pound, Arkaroola Range, Leigh Creek and the 
Barossa Valley. 

• Probian the Rev Trevor Byard (our “Rev.  Trev.”) 
received an award for his article “Nullabor 
Express”, published in the summer edition of 
Probus News. 

• The Tenth Anniversary of the Club was 
celebrated on 11 July 1997.  Foundation 
Members were presented with special certificates 
and six other members were presented with 
Certificates of Appreciation for service to the 
club.  A brief outline of the club’s foundation was 
included in the August 1997 Newsletter. 
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Year 12: 1998-1999  President: Leon Cramer 
President-elect Leon Cramer was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 1998 by his 
predecessor, Norm Ramage, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Keith Lampard 

Secretary  Kevin Taylor 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Geoff Higgs, Club Service 

 Brian King, Tours and Entertainment 

 Tony Hills, Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor and John Douglas continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 12th President, Leon Cramer 

In 1940, Leon joined the Royal Air Force, learned to 
fly in Arizona and became a fighter pilot flying 
Typhoons, mainly over France and Holland. 

In 1948, he graduated in civil engineering from 
Leeds University, migrated to Melbourne and spent 
time as an Agent with an English  engineering firm 
headed by Sir John Howard.  He was then involved 
in wharf construction with the Melbourne Harbour 
Trust before becoming a project engineer with 
ICIANZ. 

In 1953, Leon was seconded to Alcoa Australia to 
help build the aluminium smelter at Point Henry in 
Geelong.  After retiring from Alcoa he moved to the 
Melbourne Board of Works. 

Before finally retiring, he lectured in Technical 
Writing for the Department of Defence, RMIT and 
Victoria University. 

Highlights 

• A new door registration procedure was put in 
place to comply with amended provisions of the 
liquor licensing legislation. 

• The extended tour took place on 11 – 15 May 
1998 to Providence Lodge at Lake Eucumbene.  
Places visited included Cabramurra (Australia’s 
highest town), Tumut No.  2 Power Station, CSR 
wood processing plant and the Kosiusko Summit 
Region (where, among other things, the world’s 
fastest rack railway is located). 

• The Club’s Foundation Treasurer and Vice-
president (and second President) David Gluth 
died on 3 May 1998.  He had served on the 
committee for eight years, including five as 
Secretary. 

• John Chambers resigned from the Club and 
moved to Mansfield to set up a B&B business and 
Jack Cameron was the subject of a newspaper 
article commending him for his services to sport. 

• In the annual Probus Bowls Day on Wednesday 
10 March two Wheelers Hill teams emerged as 
overall winners at two venues.  At Burden Park a 
composite team of Kevin Taylor, Frank Barton 
and two “ring-ins” from the Mulgrave Country 
Club took out the honours, and at Edithvale Jack 
Cameron, Greg Dixon, Alan Podger and Ray 
Jennings were aggregate winners. 
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Year 13: 1999-2000 President: Keith Lampard 
President-elect Keith Lampard was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 1999 by 
his predecessor Leon Cramer who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Kevin Taylor 

Secretary  John Douglas 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Geoff Higgs, Club Service 

 Brian King, Tours and Entertainment 

 Tony Hills, Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor and John Douglas continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 13th President,  Keith Lampard 

Keith spent his working life with the Primary Schools 
Division of the Education Department of Victoria.  
He retired as Principal of the Rosewood Downs 
Primary School in 

Dandenong North. 

He has been a member of the bowls section of the 
Mulgrave Country Club since 1988, during which 
time he was a member of the side which won the 
Division 4 Metropolitan premiership. 

He was a member of the team which won the Club’s 
2000-2001 Men’s Fours Championship. 

 

Highlights 

• Keith comments that the highlight for him 
during his term as President was the feeling of 
support, enthusiasm and cooperation from all 
members of the Club. 

• Under his leadership some important changes 
were introduced, including reviewing the 
Telephone Tree format; moving the venue for 
committee meetings from the Mulgrave Country 
Club bowls shed to the homes of committee 
members and the preparation of committee 
members’ job descriptions. 

• The extended tour took place on 3 – 7 May 1999.  
The venue was the Black Dolphin Motel in 
Merimbula and places visited included Twofold 
Bay at Eden, Boyd Town, Tathra, Bega, Myrtle 
Mountain (for a view of the Bega Valley) and 
Pambula Lake (for a cruise). 

• At its June 1999 meeting the committee decided 
that, in future, guest speakers would be invited 
to lunch following the meeting.  The costs of the 
lunch for the Immediate Past President and the 
guest speaker were to be borne by the Club. 

• The Probus Bowls Day was held on 8 March and 
a team of Norm Ramage, Harry George, John 
Brideson and Ian Ritchie were runners-up in 
their section. 
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Year 14: 2000-2001  President: Kevin Taylor 
President-elect Kevin Taylor was invested as President at the March 2000 Annual General Meeting by his 
predecessor, Keith Lampard, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Geoff Higgs 

Secretary  Tony Hills 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Bryce Thomas, Club Service 

 Brian King, Tours and Entertainment 

 Dennis Ball, Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor and John Douglas continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 14th President,  Kevin Taylor 

Kevin spent the majority of his business life with the 
Australian Wheat Board joining the Accounting 
Department of the Board’s Sydney office.  He was 
offered a position in marketing as Far East Manager 
based in Tokyo where he and his family then lived for 
four years. 

The Taylors returned to Melbourne where Kevin 
continued to be involved in export marketing.  Over 
the following 20 years Kevin visited many export 
markets as well as acting as marketing advisor for 
government delegations at international wheat 
conferences and meeting with representatives of 
major wheat exporting countries.  Kevin rose to be 
Assistant Manager and Marketing Advisor before 
retiring in 1986. 

Raised in Sydney, Kevin’s sporting interests were 
directed towards rugby and cricket with the former 
taking priority.  He represented his school in rugby 
league at junior level and union at senior level.  He 
played a year with the St George Rugby Union side 
while still managing to play a few U18 games of 
rugby league with friends on Sundays. 

Kevin tried out with Canterbury Bankstown Rugby 
League (now Sydney Bulldogs) but after a number of 
games he decided he was too small and retired before 
turning 21. 

He moved to Melbourne and eventually took to 
playing bowls at the Mulgrave Country Club where 
he became the chairman of Men’s Bowls  Section and 
a club director.  He became involved in the 
establishment of a local tennis team and for a lengthy 
period was secretary/manager of a junior football 
club.  The Taylors now live in Rosebud where Kevin 
continues to bowl. 

Highlights 

• Life Memberships were conferred on Past 
Presidents John Douglas and John O’Reilly. 

• There was a successful ten-day tour of Tasmania 
as the club’s major trip of the year. 
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Year 15: 2001-2002  President: Geoff Higgs 
President-elect Geoff Higgs was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2001 by his 
predecessor Kevin Taylor who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Des Douglas 

Secretary  Tony Hills 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  Bryce Thomas, Club Service 

 George Eastwood, Tours and Entertainment 

 Dennis Ball, Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor and John Douglas continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 15th President, Geoff Higgs 

Geoff’s vocation was teaching.  He was a foundation 
student of Toorak Teachers College and taught in 
various country and metropolitan schools. 

He was a School Principal for 12 years during which 
time he opened two new schools – Kingswood at 
Dingley and Jells Park.  Geoff retired in 1987. 

Geoff was the Vice President of Casterton Apex club 
in the 1950s.  He participated in baseball and softball 
as a coach, enjoyed golf and bowls.  He was a 
foundation member and committee member of the 
Glen Waverley Bowls Club. 

On completing his term as our President, Geoff 
moved to Rosebud and resigned from the club. 

Geoff considers it a special honour to have been 
married to Barbara since 1954.  They have four 
children and ten grandchildren 

Highlights 

• A new category of “Non Active” members was 
created to enable those unable to attend our 
meetings to retain membership. 

• A team of Frank Barton, Norm Fidge, Les 
McLachlan and Jack Cameron won through to 
the final of the Annual Probus Bowls 
Tournament.  With Harry George substituting 
for Les the team went on to win the final. 

• Membership increased to 112. 

• It was suggested that the committee should again 
investigate the forming of “clubs within the club” 
or special interest groups. 

• Frank Barton received an award from the Royal 
Victorian Bowls Association for services to lawn 
bowls. 

• Jack Cameron was honoured by the Queen with 
the award of the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM). 

• It was noted that the new GST is affecting the 
cost of trips and therefore numbers. 

• John Chambers re-joined the club on returning 
to Melbourne and took office on the committee 
the following year. 

• Life Memberships were conferred on Kevin 
Taylor, Brian King and Alan Podger.  Sadly Brian 
King passed away in March 2007. 
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Year 16: 2002-2003  President: Des Douglas 
President-elect Des Douglas was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2002 by his 
predecessor Geoff Higgs.  The following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Tony Hills 

Secretary  Bryce Thomas 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  George Eastwood, Club Service 

 John Chambers, Tours and Entertainment 

 Dennis Ball, Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor.  John Douglas retired as Public Officer and the Committee appointed 
Vice-president Tony Hills in his place.  At its first meeting, the committee appointed Keith Lampard as 
Acting Immediate Past President, replacing Geoff Higgs who had resigned on moving to Rosebud. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 16th President, Des Douglas 

Des was born in Brisbane and is married to Joan.  
They have one daughter, one son and five grandsons.  
Des’ background is in the electrical trades and the 
electrical engineering profession.  He retired in 1991 
after 32 years with Metal Manufacturers Ltd. 

Originally employed as Queensland Manager of 
Pyrotenax Australia Pty Ltd he transferred to 
Melbourne as Victorian Manager in 1966.  He was 
promoted to Australian Sales Manager and then to 
General Manager of MM Cables Pyrotenax, a 
position he held for 18 years until retiring.  Des was 
also a director of three other companies in New 
Zealand, Singapore and Hong Kong. 

While a member of a number of Standards 
Association of Australia committees, he represented 
the Association at three International Electro-
technical Commission meetings in Poland, Norway 
and Romania. 

Des is a member of the Glen Waverley Bowls Club 
and was the club’s first Executive Director from 
1996-1998.  He was the club’s Umpires Co-ordinator 
and is also a qualified coach. 

Highlights 

• The beginning of the re-building of the Mulgrave 
Country Club, promising a move to better 
facilities. 

• Life Membership was conferred on Past 
President Keith Lampard. 

• The club’s extended trip was to Canberra. 

 
  



 

 Page 32 

Year 17: 2003-2004  President: Tony Hills 
President-elect Tony Hills was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2003 by 
President Andrew Goddard of our sponsoring Rotary Club of Glen Waverley.  Des Douglas became 
Immediate Past President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Len East  

Secretary  Bryce Thomas 

Treasurer  Alan Podger 

Committee Members  George Eastwood, Club Service 

 John Chambers, Tours and Entertainment 

 Dennis Ball, Publicity and Newsletter 

Kevin Hill was re-elected as Auditor and President Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 17th President, Tony Hills 

Tony has spent all his working life in the Life 
Insurance industry with special involvement in latter 
years in the superannuation sector.  He spent 34 
years with the AMP in New Zealand and Australia, 
working in Wellington, Christchurch, Hobart and 
Melbourne.  Tony’s last position was as Sales 
Manager for a superannuation business.  He retired 
from the Australian Administration Service in 1996. 

Tony was a member of the “Junior Chamber” for 19 
years, serving as President of the Riccarton 
(Christchurch) Chapter.  In 1978 Tony was presented 
with the award of Senator from his then club (Tawa – 
NZ) for services to the movement. 

Tony joined Rotary in Hobart in 1981 and is now an 
active member of the Rotary Club of Glen Waverley 
where he served as President in 1994-95.  He 
subsequently was presented with a Paul Harris 
Fellowship in recognition of his contribution to the 
Rotary movement. 

He is a member of the Glen Waverley Bowls Club and 
was a member of the Division 5 side which won its 
section in the 2004-05 season.  Tony served on the 
club’s Membership subcommittee and in 2004 he 
succeeded John O’Reilly as Chairman of the club’s 
Constitutional Review Sub-Committee. 

 

Highlights 

• Max Lee was honoured by the Queen with the 
award of the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM). 

• The club’s annual extended trip was to Wagga 
Wagga. 

• Sadly, another of our three founding Rotary Past 
Presidents and foundation members of our club, 
Ron Ferguson, passed away while on holiday in 
Queensland. 
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Year 18: 2004-2005  President: Len East 
President-elect Len East was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2004 by his 
predecessor Tony Hills, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  John Chambers  

Secretary  Bryce Thomas  

Treasurer  Rob Maslen  

Committee Members  Ivan Blythe, Club Service  

 Octave Sarkissian, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter  

Kevin Hill retired as Auditor and Rotarian Bernie Edwards (a qualified accountant and member of the Rotary 
Club of Glen Waverley) was elected in his place.  Immediate Past President Tony Hills continued as Public 
Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 18th President, Len East 

Len completed 40 years’ service in the banking 
industry, serving in city, metropolitan and country 
areas of Victoria – at branches and in head office.  
His last appointment was as Manager of the 
Commonwealth Bank at Pinewood from where he 
retired after an accident at home.  As a banker in the 
bush, he was required to serve on many committees 
and to hold treasurer, secretary and auditor positions 
on various community bodies, which he did willingly. 

Len completed a Youth Leadership Course and spent 
many years with the YMCA, Scouting and CEBS 
(Church of England Boys Society) for which he 
received several service awards.  He was State 
Treasurer for the CEBS for seven years. 

He served as President of the Glen Waverley Bowls 
Club where he spent many happy times on and off 
the greens.  He later transferred to the  Mulgrave 
Country Club where he continued to play lawn bowls 
at pennant level. 

Highlights 

• The highlights of Len’s year were the wonderful 
trip to Adelaide, the quality of the guest speakers 
and (in his own words) “the best committee a 
President could wish for”. 

• A sad moment in Len’s year was the death of our 
third President, Ian Doggett, in March 2005. 
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Year 19: 2005-2006 President: John Chambers 
President-elect John Chambers was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2005 by 
Probian Creagh Bown in his position as President of our sponsoring Rotary Club of Glen Waverley.  Len East 
became Immediate Past President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Darrell Morgan 

Secretary  Bryce Thomas 

Treasurer  Rob Maslen 

Committee Members  Ivan Blythe, Club Service 

 Ron Roberts, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 19th President, John Chambers 

John was born in Windsor the year the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge was opened.  He began his career 
with an engineering firm as a Fitter and Lathe 
Operator.  Then he “tried his hand” as a fire fighter, 
serving in the Metropolitan Fire Brigade for 33 years 
and rising to Station Officer rank.  John was awarded 
the Australian National Medal and bar, the MFB 
Long Service Medal and bar and was made a Life 
Member of the Fire Services Museum. 

His sporting interests include VFA football; cricket in 
Brighton District; organiser for Little Athletics 
Waverley Area; and 17 years in lawn bowls including 
ten years as secretary at Tooronga and Glen Iris, and 
two years at Mansfield.  He is currently Vice-
chairman of the Men’s Bowls Committee of Mulgrave 
Country Club and a member of the Fire 

Services Bowls Club. 

John was married for 48 years and has four children, 
ten grandchildren and one great grandchild. 

Highlights 

• The club’s annual extended tour was to 
Wentworth NSW. 

• A sub-committee comprising Vice President 
Darrell and Past Presidents Tony Hills and John 
O’Reilly began planning for the celebration of the 
club’s 20th anniversary in July 2007 including 
work on a club history in booklet form. 
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Year 20: 2006-2007 President: Darrell Morgan 
President-elect Darrell Morgan was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2006 by 
his predecessor, John Chambers, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Creagh Bown 

Secretary  Bryce Thomas  (Bryce died in office on 17 April 2006 and was 
replaced by Tony Hills). 

Treasurer  Rob Maslen 

Committee Members  Ken White, Club Service 

 Ron Roberts, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Acting Secretary Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 20th President, Darrell Morgan 

Darrell was born in Hampton in 1942 and after an 
education at Hampton State and Sandringham Tech.  
began his career in telecommunications with the 
PMG, where for 10 years he was in the maintenance 
division – PABX section. 

At the grand old age of 26, his mum kicked him out 
to make his way in the big world and he set off to 
Canada to “make his millions”.  Financially it was not 
to be but, as far as experiencing life was concerned, it 
was his making. 

Darrell travelled across Canada and Jamaica picking 
up work here and there and in 1970, in Toronto, he 
met Gillian.  After a three month camping trip 
around Europe they were married in 1972 in 
Wrexham, North Wales, Gillian’s hometown.  In 1973 
Darrell and Gillian settled in Australia where they 
had a son Andrew in 1975.  They moved to Glen 
Waverley in 1982. 

Back in Australia Darrell re-joined the PMG (now 
Telecom) as a Technical Officer but in 1976 joined 
the State Government Public Works Department in 
the newly-formed Communications Section. 

In 1986 he transferred to the new Victorian State 
Telecommunication Initiative.  He transferred to 
Telstra in 1996 when VISTEL was sold to Telstra and 
was renamed Statenet.  After a serious illness Darrell 
retired as Facility Manager with Statenet in 2003. 

Darrell’s other interests have included Scouting, 
Apex and Rotary (where he received a Paul Harris 
Fellowship).  He has also been actively involved in 
sport, including golf, tennis, football, cycling, Little 
Athletics and, of course, lawn bowls at Mulgrave 
Country Club. 

Highlights 

• Darrell’s year commenced on a sad note, with the 
sudden passing in April of our Secretary Bryce 
Thomas, only a month after the Annual General 
Meeting.  Past President (and Life Member) 
Tony Hills took on the role of Secretary for the 
remainder of the year. 

• In April the Club obtained a Post Office Box 
number for incoming mail. 

• In July Darrell re-introduced the walking group 
to the members. 

• A jazz appreciation group was introduced by 
Tony Jessop. 

• On 10 November 2006, the members adopted 
two amendments to the Club’s By-Laws, to 
change the method of counting total membership 
numbers and to clarify the eligibility criteria for 
life membership. 
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Year 21: 2007-2008  President: Creagh Bown 
President-elect Creagh Bown was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2007 by his 
predecessor, Darrell Morgan, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Tony Hough 

Secretary  Tony Hills 

Treasurer  Rob Maslen 

Committee Members  Ken White, Club Service 

 Tony Jessop, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 21st President, Creagh Bown 

Creagh was born in Adelaide in 1940 and educated at 
Unley High School.  After finishing High School he 
commenced work with AMP Society in Adelaide.  
Some 42+ years later he retired from AMP in 
Melbourne, having been transferred from 

Adelaide to Sydney in 1974 and then to Melbourne in 
1982.  Although he had worked in many areas of 
AMP, Creagh’s most enjoyable times were in the 
development of new systems, procedures and 
products.  At the time of retirement he was a  
Product Manager for Corporate Superannuation. 

Creagh met his wife Maralie in AMP in Adelaide, and 
they married in 1992.  They have three daughters.  
He has been a member of the Rotary Club of 

Glen Waverley since 1994, serving as 

President in 2004-2005 (Rotary’s Centennial year).  
He has also been closely involved in several other 
community organisations, and has been a member of 
the Glen Waverley Bowls Club since 1992, initially as 
an indoor bowler and moving to lawn bowls after 
retirement. 

As Deputy Executive Director of the Glen Waverley 
Bowls Club in 2008-Creagh chaired the committee 
(which included Tony Hills) which was set up to 
consider changes to the Club’s structure and 
constitution.  The committee’s far reaching 
recommendations were accepted, resulting in the 
amalgamation of the Men’s and Ladies Sections into 
a single Bowls Committee and also replaced the 
Committee of Management with a Board.  The 
restructure worked well, and received commendation 
from Bowls Victoria.  Creagh became Club President 
2010-11 and 2011-12. 

Highlights 

• Extended 5 day tour to Albury and the Victorian 
Highlands. 

• Walking  and  Jazz  Groups established. 

• Club’s 20th Anniversary celebrated at a lunch on 
June 2oth. 

• Address by Drew Morphett – Sports 
Commentator. 
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Year 22: 2008-2009  President: Tony Hough 
President-elect Tony Hough was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2008 by his 
predecessor, Creagh Bown, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Len Smart  

Secretary  Graham Mollett  

Treasurer  Rob Maslen  

Committee Members  Ken White, Club Service 

 Tony Jessop, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 22nd President, Tony Hough 

Born in Leichhardt, Sydney in 1930, Tony can recall 
the night of the Japanese submarine attack on 
Sydney Harbour. 

He started primary school at St Michaels, Stanmore, 
before moving to Kingsgrove and Star of the Sea 
Primary School Hurstville.  Secondary Schooling was 
at Marist Brother’s College Kogarah NSW.  The 
highlight of his secondary school was participation in 
the School’s army cadets.  Tony continued his studies 
with evening courses at New South Wales Technical 
College. 

Tony became a Design Mechanical & Electrical 
draughtsman with Johns & Waygood Lifts in January 
1956 at Waterloo and completed working with the 
same company in September 1996 in Melbourne. 

The company had in later years changed its name to 
Boral Elevators.  Tony’s career with the company 
involved progression as an estimator, sales engineer, 
sales manager, Queensland & NT Operations 
Manager, National Sales & Marketing Manager & 
Export Sales Manager. 

Tony met Glad in 1964 and they were married in 
February 1965.  Their first child, Cathy was born in 
January 1966and the rest of the family followed - 
Chris in 1967, Sonya in 1971, Tasman in 1972 and 
Martin in 1977.  The first three are married and have 
blessed us with eight grandchildren. 

Work saw moves to Brisbane in 1965 and 

Melbourne in 1980.  Tony joined Rotary in Brisbane 
in 1978 and moved to the Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley in 1980 being president at the latter in 
1965/66.  He joined Wheelers Hill Probus in 1998.  
Tony’s interests outside of Rotary includes Model 
Railways. 

Highlights 

• Member Bill Cooper’s 100th Birthday. 

• Extended 5 day tour to Mt Gambier. 

• Coach tour of Phillip Island. 

• Visit to Cloudhill Gardens. 
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Year 23: 2009-2010  President: Len Smart 
President-elect Len Smart was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2009 by his 
predecessor, Tony Hough, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Rob Maslen 

Secretary  Darrell Morgan 

Treasurer  Peter Russell 

Committee Members  Peter Fiander, Club Service 

 Keith Lampard, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 23rd President, Len Smart 

Len was born in 1940, in Boronia and lived there for 
the next 54 years.  He doesn’t remember much about 
his father until he returned from WWII in 1946. 

Len was educated at Boronia State School, Box Hill 
and Ferntree Gully Technical Schools to Year 9.  
Apprenticed as a Carpenter and Joiner to Ringwood 
Timber and Trading Company.  During 1959 he 
completed full time National Service Training 
followed by part time Training with the Citizens 
Military Forces, attached to the Royal Australian 
Engineers. 

The Building Industry was in a very volatile state in 
the early 60s, so after completing his Apprenticeship 
in 1961.  Len joined the Victoria Police Force on 10 
Jan 1964.  By this time he was married to Janice with 
one son Jeffrey.  He served in the uniform branch at 
various locations and as a Detective at several 
Criminal Investigation Branches.  Promotion sent 
him back to uniform on supervision duties , qualified 
as a Law Instructor.  The constant night shifts 
followed by the concentration of Court Prosecuting 
duties  started to make him feel sleep deprived . 

Assisted by his Trade Qualifications, he transferred 
to the Capital Works and Properties Division, 
organising the maintenance and construction of 
police buildings, culminating in promotion to the 
Commissioned Officer Rank of Inspector, 
responsible for the  preparation of the Forward 
Looking Building Program, submissions to Treasury 
for Capital Works funding, supervision of major 
construction works and control of the expenditure of 
fund allocations of between 50 to 55 million dollars 
annually, a position he held until his retirement.  By 
this time Janice and Len had a family of four sons. 

Len found his term as President of the Probus Club 
of Wheelers Hill most enjoyable with no particular 
dramas.  This was his second time as President, the 
first being with the Probus Club of Healesville. 

Highlights 

• An excellent extended tour of the Snowy 
Mountains based on Providence Lodge. 

• A fascinating presentation by Major General 
Mike O’Brien on the Fromelles War Graves. 

• In March our Lawn Bowls team of Pat Pacillo, 
Darrell Morgan, Geoffrey Fall & Manny Hyam 
won at the Mulgrave Country Club, but were 
narrowly beaten in the final. 

• A new Constitution & By-Laws was adopted by 
the club following some excellent work by John 
O’Reilly and Tony Hills. 
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Year 24: 2010-2011  President: Rob Maslen 
President-elect Rob Maslen was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2010 by his 
predecessor, Len Smart, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Tony Jessop 

Secretary  Darrell Morgan 

Treasurer  Peter Russell 

Committee Members  Alan Crutchfield, Club Service 

 Peter Fiander, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Tony Hills continued as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 24th President, Rob Maslen 

Robert Maslen was born in Brunswick 6 
January1940.  Raised in South Yarra he attended 
Hawksburn Primary School, Toorak Central 
(Secondary) School and Melbourne High School.  
Academic achievements were overshadowed by 
concentration on cricket, football, swimming, 
athletics, choir and brass band (drummer).  After five 
years of secondary school, Melbourne High and Rob 
agreed that his best future probably lay elsewhere. 

He joined AMP Society as clerk in 1956 for 5years, 
studied Insurance subjects and began part time 
Accounting Studies which served him well in a varied 
number of financially based positions. 

Robert married Carleen in 1964 and they have three 
adult children and five grandchildren.  Robert spent 
14 Years with Telstra Corporation initially in 
financially based positions and finishing in Human 
Resources from where he retired in 2003. 

Robert joined Rotary in 1970 and was a member for 
thirty years.  He was President of Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley 1987-88, the year that our Probus club was 
formed!  He spent nine Years as a Board member, 
and was Treasurer for five years. 

Robert joined Probus Club of Wheelers Hill in 2004, 
and promptly became Treasurer for five years before 
his 3 year Presidential stint. 

Outside Probus Robert is a current Member of the 
U3A Waverley Choir since 2004 and Tutor of its 
Movies Golden Era class since 2007. 

Highlights 

• An extended tour of the Grampians, organised by 
Creagh Bown & Tony Hills was a great success. 

• Peter Fiander organised several Drive Yourself 
tours during the year which were well attended. 
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Year 25: 2011-2012  President: Tony Jessop 
President-elect Tony Jessop was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2011 by his 
predecessor Rob Maslen, who then became Immediate Past President.  The following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Graham Mollett 

Secretary  Darrell Morgan 

Treasurer  Peter Russell 

Committee Members  Alan Crutchfield, Club Service 

 Peter Fiander, Tours and Entertainment 

 Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor.  Tony Hills began the year as Public Officer until Secretary Darrell 
Morgan took over as Public Officer.   
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 25th President, Tony Jessop 

Tony was born in Croydon (UK) in 1940, growing up 
there and eventually graduating as an Electronics 
Engineer in 1963.  During and after university he 
worked at Philips Radio & TV factory.  He married 
Delia in 1962. 

Having adopted Keith Miller as his cricketing idol at 
the tender age of 12, he realised he would eventually 
have to come to Australia, and migrated here in 1965. 

Arriving in Sydney he spent 8 years with the PMG 
working in the Telecommunications area and visiting 
much of the State.  He also managed a Master’s 
Degree in Industrial Engineering with the University 
of NSW.  It was in Sydney that his daughter and twin 
boys were born – kick-starting the Australian side of 
the family. 

Tony moved to Melbourne in 1973 to join the (then) 
Headquarters Dept.  of the PMG.  This lead to some 
17 years in the planning area with many and varied 
projects to be tackled during the period.  “May you 
live in interesting times” may be an old Chinese 
curse, but Tony is glad he did. 

In 1992 he transferred to the Finance area working 
on reporting to the ACCC on financial and business 
matters which was a real eye opener.  Tony retired in 
2003. 

A visit to Australia in 1986 by the world renowned 
Dutch Swing College Band reawakened his interest in 
Dixieland Jazz and he has been a fan of Aussie bands 
ever since.  Melbourne is one of the most active jazz 
cities in the world – so a wonderful place to live and 
retire!  He has also been actively involved in sport, 
including cricket and football (soccer and rugby 
union, needed a grandson to teach him Aussie 
Rules!).  badminton, golf, ten-pin bowling and, of 
course, lawn bowls at Mulgrave Country Club 

Highlights 

• In April an extended tour centred on Lakes 
Entrance led by the Fianders. 

• In July Tony introduced the Computer group to 
the members. 
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Year 26: 2012-2013 President: Graham Mollett 
President-elect Graham Mollett was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2012 by 
Tony Hills.  Tony Jessop became Immediate Past President and the following committee members were 
elected: 
 

Vice-president  Alun Mantle 

Secretary  Len Smart 

Treasurer  Peter Russell 

Committee Members  Alan Crutchfield, Club Service 

 John Chambers, Tours and Entertainment 

 
Peter Hammond, Publicity and Newsletter (Peter resigned in June 
and was replaced by David West) 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Len Smart acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 26th President, Graham Mollett 

Graham had a 38 year career with BP starting as a 
junior clerk with its predecessor, the Commonwealth 
Oil Refineries.  After his retirement from corporate 
life, Graham turned his attention to community 
service, spending seven years as a volunteer and 
board member with the not-for-profit Christian 
organisation, Focus on the Family, and several more 
years on the committee of the Waverley care and 
counselling service, Wavecare, including two as 
chairman. 

Sadly, the onset of depression forced him to 
withdraw from all community activities, unable to 
face speaking in public.  Graham saw membership of 
Probus as a possible pathway back to self-confidence, 
joining our club in 2007.  A year later he bravely took 
on the role of secretary and the rest, as they say, is 
history. 

Graham is not a man without big name connections, 
even if some of them are somewhat tenuous.  His 
father once lived next door to Victor Hugo and his 
mother once lived in the same village in which Isaac 
Newton had lived!  At school he had as a friend one 
Robin Room, now Prof, who headed the recent 
government inquiry into binge drinking – he quickly 
reassured us that he didn’t participate in the research 
– and while with BP he interviewed the international 
author, Alistair Maclean for a job (which he didn’t 
get)! 

Highlights 

• Hosting the 25th Anniversary Lunch.  Special 
guests included Mrs Carmel Stork, wife of the 
club’s Foundation President Graham Stork, Mrs 
Jean Ferguson, wife of Ron Ferguson, who 
together with Peter Jeffreys was on the Rotary 
Sub-committee which established the Club in 
July 1987, and Leon Ross, President of the 
Mulgrave Country Club, where the club has met 
for all of the past 25 years. 

Life Member, Founder Member &  Past President 
John O’Reilly proposed the Loyal Toast, after 
which the guests sat down to an excellent buffet 
banquet.  During the afternoon, President 
Graham paid tribute to the various groups which 
had played a significant part in the history of the 
club, including the surviving Founder Members, 
Life Members and Past Presidents, as well as 
members of the current Management 
Committee.  He then adopted his favourite role 
of Inquisitor and ‘invited’ various club 
personalities to share their thoughts about the 
club, including Life Member and Past President 
Tony Hills, Founder Member Peter Jeffreys, Past 
President Rob Maslen, who was President of our 
sponsoring Rotary Club at the time of our 
formation, our club’s Poet Laureate, Ivan Blythe, 
who recited his poem “Probus is Always There”, 
and Immediate Past President Tony Jessop, who 
produced the souvenir CD of the club’s 25-Year 
History, a copy of which was presented to every 
family present. 

• Day trips were undertaken to: Etihad Stadium, 
MFB Fire Museum, Waverley Industries, Visy 
Recycling and Box Factory, Old Melbourne Gaol, 
and Box Hill City Hall. 

• Lunches were enjoyed at the Mountain View 
Hotel, Sandown Greyhounds, Mulgrave Country 
Club and the Knox Club. 
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Year 27: 2013-2014  President: Alun Mantle 
President-elect Alun Mantle was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2013 by 
Robert Renshaw.  Graham Mollett became Immediate Past President and the following committee members 
were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Graeme Findlay 

Secretary  Len Smart 

Treasurer  Peter Russell 

Committee Members  Alan Crutchfield / Aziz Albazzaz, Club Service 

 Alan Morris, Tours and Entertainment 

 David West, Publicity and Newsletter 

Bernie Edwards was re-elected as Auditor and Len Smart acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 27th President, Alun Mantle 

Alun was born on 24th January 1941 at Treforest, a 
suburb of Pontypridd in South Wales UK.  He was 
the fifth and youngest son of Edward and Lillian and 
attended school at Treforest Infants, Primary and 
Secondary schools.  His ambition was to become a 
Sports Writer for the Local newspaper, the 
Pontypridd Observer. 

He was dissuaded from taking this career path by his 
parents, who put very strong pressure on him to join 
the family business in the Quarry Industry.  He 
became the third generation member of his family to 
do so.  Alun returned to night school in 1958 to 
advance his education. 

He met Maralyn in October of that year and they 
continued their romance becoming engaged in 1960 
and married in 1962. 

Amongst his sporting interests were Football 
(Soccer), Rugby Union, Athletics and Tennis.  He 
represented the Pontypridd District at Rugby Union 
in 1955/56 and was School and Inter-district 
Champion at 440 and 880 yards in Athletics.  He 
also represented the Pontypridd District at the 
National Boys Club Cross Country Championships’ 
held at Heaton Park, Manchester in 1957.  He saw his 
first Football League game in 1948 at Cardiff City 
and has been a passionate follower of Cardiff City 
ever since. 

Following the closure of the family business in 1964 
resulting from strong pressure from Multi-National 
companies who were competing at pre-war prices, he 
remained in the extractive industry until 1970. 

 Alun and Maralyn by this time had two sons, 
Andrew and Barry.  In 1969 they decided to migrate 
to Australia and arrived on 12th February in 1970.  In 
1971 they welcomed their daughter Judith into the 
world and felt extremely proud to have an Australian 
born into the family. 

Alun was given the opportunity to join Monier 
Construction Materials Division and held several 
Supervisory and Management positions before 
becoming State Manager of that division in 1987.  A 
position he held for 11 Years. 

He also sat on a number of Industry Committees and 
Victorian Government Departmental Committees. 

Other Interests : 

• Alun became a member of the Rotary Club of 
Springvale during 1985 and held the position of 
President on two separate occasions.  He was 
awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship in 1991.   

• He joined the Spring Valley Golf Club In 
December 1987 and served on Committee from 
1989 until 1998.  He was President of the Club 
from 1995 until 1998. 

Highlights 

• Although nine new members were inducted, 
membership finished at 80, exactly where it 
started the year. 

• The high quality of guest speakers was 
maintained. 

• Tours were made to Vision Austalia, the 
Immigration Museum, and the Cranbourne 
Botanical Gardens. 
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Year 28: 2014-2015 President: Graeme Findlay 
President-elect Graeme Findlay was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2014 by 
Life Member and Past President Keith Lampard.  Alun Mantle became Immediate Past President and the 
following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Peter Russell 

Secretary  Tony Hills 

Treasurer  
Bill Le Page (Bill resigned in Dec 2014 and was replaced by Rod 
James) 

Committee Members  Aziz Albazzaz, Club Service 

 Alan Morris, Tours and Entertainment 

 David West, Publicity and Newsletter 

Due to changes to the provisions for Incorporated Associations, the club no longer requires an auditor.  Tony 
Hills acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 28th President, Graeme Findlay 

Graeme was born in Bendigo (1941) where he was 
raised and educated.  In 1959 he joined ANZ Bank  
until 1993.  During his Banking career he worked in 
many country towns before being posted to 
Melbourne in 1970.  He held managerial positions in 
Bank branches, Esanda finance and Credit Cards.  
After leaving the Bank he moved to Brisbane where 
he worked as a Consultant before moving back to 
Melbourne 1997.   

Graeme has 2 children from his marriage to Rita 
(Verelle and David) and 2 children from his current 
marriage to Ann (Jennifer and Christine).   

Graeme has been active in community life being an 
Elder of the Presbyterian Church, Treasurer of 
Basketball Association in Colac, Secretary of Scots 
Baseball Club in Bendigo, President of Apex in Koo- 
wee-rup, elected District Governor Apex Zone 12 
District 4, Member of the West Gippsland and Bass 
Valley Appeals Tribunal AFL competitions, Member 
of Westernport Light Opera Society (sang leading 
tenor role in Kismet), Treasurer of Ashburton Bowls 
Club, Chairman of Selectors Bennettswood Bowls 
Club, Chairman Mulgrave Country Club Bowls 
Section where he also held the positions of Selector, 
Mens Bowls Manager and Financial Officer.  

Graeme has been an active sports participant all his 
life having played at competitive level basketball, 
cricket, tennis, football (AFL), baseball, golf and 
lawn bowls. 

 

Highlights 

• Membership at the beginning of the year was 80.  
At close of the year it was 80. 

• Sadly we witnessed the passing of members 
George Eastwood, Doug Fairbank, and Don 
Mahaffy. 

• We welcomed six new members: Craig Smedley, 
Alan Hughes, Eric Barrand, John Oliver, Graeme 
Robinson and Rod James. 

• Again the speakers covered a wide range of 
subjects and they were all excellent. 

• Members enjoyed monthly activities with tours 
(St Pauls Cathedral, Salvation Army Heritage 
Centre, Waverley Cinema, and various eating 
places were the food was of high standard. 
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Year 29: 2015-2016  President: Peter Russell 
President-elect Peter Russell was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2015 by 
Founder & Life Member John O’Reilly.  Graeme Findlay became Immediate Past President, and the 
following committee members were elected: 

 

Vice-president  Alan Morris 

Secretary  Tony Hills 

Treasurer  Rod James 

Committee Members  Aziz Albazzaz, Club Service 

 Alun Mantle, Guest Speakers 

 David West, Publicity and Newsletter 

Tony Hills acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

  

Our 29th President, Peter Russell 

Peter was born in Islington, London in 1936.  An only 
child, lived through the WW2 London Blitz with his 
mother.  Father serving overseas for 4 years with the 
British army. 

Attended Church Hill Primary School in Barnet, 
Hertfordshire and went on to Secondary Education 
at the Ashmole School. 

On leaving school, spent first five years of 
employment with a firm of City of London 
Stockbrokers before commencing a career in 
Banking with the Bank of London & South America,  
London. 

Called up for National Service in the Royal Navy In 
1955 in Portsmouth and served with the Home Fleet.   

On demobilization, continued service (part time) 
with London Division Royal Naval Reserve 
specializing in seamanship, minesweeping and 
gunnery. 

Married to wife, Sonia in 1959, with 3 daughters, 
Theresa, Angela and Karen (sadly Angela died from 
breast cancer in 2013) they have 5 grandchildren (2 
boys and 3 girls). 

Became “10 pound poms” and immigrated to 
Melbourne in 1968 and continued a banking career 
with the ANZ Bank until retirement in 1992. 

Became a Freemason in 1971.  Passed through all 
offices and served as Worshipful Master in 1976.  A 
member of the Victorian Freemasons Choir for 25 
years, serving as Choir Secretary for 10 years.  Later 
Conferred a Grand Rank and received Grand 
Master’s Commendation in 2003. Other interests 
include membership of the Royal Naval Association 
(Port Philip Bay Branch); Keysborough Lodge 912: 
Mulgrave Country Club (lawn bowls section): the 
Wheelers Hill Men’s Probus Club and Melbourne 
Welsh Male Choir. 

Highlights 

• Sadly, during the year we attended funerals for 
six of our members: Norm Ramage, Harry 
Berger, Ron Roberts, Gordon Buckton, Les 
McLaughlan and Max Lee. 

• Happily we inducted four new Members: Martin 
James, Ian Wood, Brian Youdan and Trevor 
Buckland. 

• Members enjoyed monthly social activities with a 
number of luncheons, and a variety of outings 
including: The Jewish Museum of Victoria, 
Parliament House and Carlton & United 
Breweries. 

• A range of informative guest speakers were 
enjoyed during the year and our Special Interest 
Groups (Chat Group, Computer Group, Jazz 
Group, and Strollers) increased in popularity. 

• We also saw the introduction of a new Ladies 
Coffee and Chat Group to involve our partners.   



 

 Page 45 

Year 30: 2016-2017  President: Alan Morris 
President-elect Alan Morris was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2016 by Life 
Member and Past President Tony Hills.  Peter Russell became Immediate Past President and the following 
committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Craig Smedley 

Secretary  Robin Dunstone 

Treasurer  Rod James 

Committee Members  Aziz Albazzaz, Club Service 

 Peter Russell, Guest Speakers 

 David West, Publicity and Newsletter 

Assistants ( non-voting) Morris Le Page, Tours 

 Tony Hills, Membership 

 Sean Doyle, Welfare 

Robin Dunstone acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 30th President, Alan Morris 

Alan spent his working life in Primary Education 
teaching in both country and city schools within 
Victoria.  He retired in 1999 as Principal of 
Heatherhill Primary School in Springvale.  After 
retirement he continued to work within the Primary 
sphere as a trouble shooter, mentor and as a welfare 
officer. 

 

Highlights 

• During the year our membership was stable, 
hovering around 80. 

• Speakers were again of a high standard (thanks 
to Peter Russell) and were enthusiastically 
received each month. 

• The excursions throughout the year were many 
and varied and ranged from a visit to Eureka 
Skydeck, a cinema visit, a winery, Dandenong 
Market, William Rickets Sanctuary, and the 
desalination plant at Wonthaggi. 

• An interesting addition to the excursion program 
and introduced by Morris Le Page was the hiring 
of self-drive buses to make the outings more 
affordable. 

• The future of the club will rely on the continued 
development of the membership base and I am 
sure under the leadership of in-coming President 
Craig Smedley, we will continue to develop as a 
club. 
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Year 31: 2017-2018  President: Craig Smedley 
President-elect Craig Smedley was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2017 by 
Past President Tony Hills.  Alan Morris became Immediate Past President and the following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Rodney James 

Secretary  Robin Dunstone 

Treasurer  Martin James 

Committee Members  Aziz Albazzaz, Club Service 

 David West, Newsletter 

 Morris Le Page, Activities & Outings 

 Sean Doyle, Welfare 

 Tony Hills, Membership 

Craig Smedley acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 31st President, Craig Smedley 

Born and raised to the age of 38 in Adelaide, Craig 
and his family “migrated” to Melbourne because of 
his work with The Prudential Assurance Co Ltd. 
Craig was a member and President of the Prospect-
Enfield Apex Club and although still active when he 
moved, he was endowed with Life Membership of 
The Association Of Apex Clubs and then joined the 
Mulgrave Apex Club locally. In 1973 Craig was 
selected as a member of a Rotary Group Study 
Exchange team of 5 young business and professional 
men who with a Rotarian leader went to the UK for a 
study tour that was spread over 9 weeks. This 
developed his love of overseas travel! 

Following a transfer with the Prudential in 1984 to 
Sydney, Craig returned to Melbourne having been 
offered the position of Victorian manager for the 
Sentry Insurance Group comprising three arms of 
the industry - a Life, a Disability and a General 
Insurance company. Then in 1987 he again moved to 
the role of Victorian and Tasmanian Manager for 
Australian Eagle Life Limited. In hindsight the 
industry was in turmoil in the 1980’s and 90’s and all 
mentioned companies have been taken over by other 
entities and no longer exist in the same format in the 
industry today. Craig formed a family company in 
1990 and traded in the financial services industry 
and also ran a Donut King franchise at the Brandon 
Park Shopping Centre for 7 years. 

He then joined the Australian Taxation Office when 
GST was introduced, and finished his working life 
there, in 2013, having found his way back to the 
world of accounting and into the taxation audit area 
where he specialised with enterprises in the property 
development industry. 

Highlights 

• During the year membership hovered around the 
75/76 mark but we regretfully lost four of our 
senior members to the ravages of time. Bill 
Angus, Jack Cameron, Morrie Wahner and Des 
Douglas passed away. On the other side of the 
ledger we were able to induct four new members. 

• Past President Alan Morris kept us entertained 
at General Meetings with a variety of speakers 
with Peter Somerville speaking on the history of 
the Maribyrnong River and Don Jones on The 
Magic of Laughter being two that were very well 
received. Rob Dawson from the Puffing Billy 
Railway was also a speaker as a prelude to an 
excursion to Puffing Billy for a luncheon trip to 
Emerald Lake. 

• A wide variety of excursions were conducted 
during the year and our Committee man Morris 
LePage did an excellent job in organising these. 
Morris spent a great deal of time researching and 
negotiating with venues for these excursions and 
the Puffing Billy trip would be hard to top, but 
then we also enjoyed a visit to the Healesville 
Sanctuary and to the Point Cook RAAF Museum. 
It is unfortunate that there did seem to be a 
dwindling number of attendees at some of these 
excursions, but then we are all getting a little 
longer in the tooth aren’t we? 

 

 

 (Contd. next page) 
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Year 31: 2017-2018  President: Craig Smedley 
 

 Highlights (contd.) 

• A couple of different things were tried during the 
year – a Happy Hour at members’ homes for an 
hour or two of convivial fellowship and whilst 
these occasions were enjoyed by the attendees, 
again the numbers were down on what was 
expected and hoped for. With the demise of this 
activity, we then tried another idea – a get 
together for a light lunch at various venues 
around the area. 

• The activity groups continued during the year 
and the Chat Group looked at all sorts of world 
problems, of course solving nothing! Thanks for 
steering this goes to Rob Maslen. The computer 
group continued to meet each month under the 
stewardship of Tony Jessop, whilst the Jazz 
Group also met to listen to their favourite players 
and enjoy a lunch once a month, again under the 
stewardship of Tony Jessop. The Strollers 
continued to keep themselves to a modicum of 
fitness with their monthly walks around Jells 
Park, with thanks to John Chambers, and a 
recent innovation, The Railroaders” made the 
occasional excursion on the transport system 
around Victoria, guided by Rod James. We were 
kept up to date with reading material available at 
General Meetings thanks to Des Olin and Bruce 
Hartland who helped Des. 

• Of course the highlight of the year perhaps was 
the Club’s 30th Anniversary celebrations in July 
when this was marked by a luncheon at the 
Mulgrave Country Club that was attended by the 
Mayor of Monash, Rebecca Paterson, Louis 
Jashan, the President of the Rotary Club of Glen 
Waverley who founded us back in 1987, and 
Leon Ross, the President of the Mulgrave 
Country Club. 

 
  



 

 Page 48 

Year 32: 2018-2019  President: Rodney James 
President-elect Rod James was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2018 by Past 
President Peter Russell.  Craig Smedley became Immediate Past President and the following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Robin Dunstone 

Secretary  Craig Smedley 

Treasurer  Martin James 

Committee Members  David West, Newsletter 

 John Anderton, Club Service 

 Morris Le Page, Activities & Outings 

 Sean Doyle, Welfare 

 Tony Hills, Membership 

Craig Smedley acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 32nd President, Rod James 

Rodney was born on 16th January 1947 in Richmond 
Victoria the eldest of 4 children. He attended 
Hawksburn, Fairfield and Coburg Primary Schools 
and Coburg High and Coburg Technical School. 

He served his Carpenter & Joiner Apprenticeship 
with the Melbourne City Council Electricity Supply 
Dept for 5 years then went out into the big world. 

In 1975 he joined the Royal Australian Engineers, 
where he served for 10 years reaching the dizzying 
heights of Corporal. 

He went through the chairs in Freemasonry to SW.  
He was a member of various Bowling Clubs serving 
as President in one and Secretary in 2. 

He retired from full time employment in 2012 and 
now lives in Hallam and works as a School Crossing 
Supervisor in Hampton Park. 

 

Highlights 

• The most memorable highlight was the members 
voting on changing from a Men to mixed club. 

• Morris Le Page stands out as a very well 
organised     Activities & Outings Office. 

• Robin was very good finding suitable Guest 
Speakers and Sean was a very sincere Welfare 
Officer. David West was a hard act to follow as 
Newsletter Officer 
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Year 33: 2019-2020 President: Robin Dunstone 
President-elect Robin Dunstone was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2019 by 
Past President Keith Lampard.  Rod James became Immediate Past President and the following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  David West 

Secretary  Craig Smedley 

Treasurer  Martin James 

Committee Members  Ian Wood, Club Service 

 Sean Doyle, Welfare 

 Tony Hills, Membership 

Craig Smedley acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 33rd President, Robin Dunstone 

Robin is a family man and with Anne has raised two 
boys and a girl. He has four grandchildren.  He was a 
town planner and urban designer working in 
metropolitan and state planning and more latterly in 
local planning and course management at RMIT 
University, where he researched old industrial areas 
converting to new urban areas. He has taken a keen 
interest in his profession having been the Honorary 
Secretary of the Planning Institute Australia and 
being elected a Fellow to it. His other interests have 
been or are currently Scouting and Freemasonry.  

 

Highlights 

• Just after my presidency started the Club took 
one of its most important steps to admit women 
members by changing to a Combined (Men’s and 
Women’s) Club. My thanks go to the Committee 
for their diligent consideration of this essential 
change in 2018-19. 

• As a result of new members, both men and 
women, we started to grow our numbers over the 
year.  

• An innovation to our activities was the 
Photographic Competition that comprised four 
categories of Nature, People, Architecture and 
Travel. We were helped by Monash Gallery of 
Art with a speaker who introduced us to key 
principles to how to take a winning photo.  She 
also judged the submitted images. The prizes 
were announced at our December luncheon. 
Thanks to Avril Foenander, for donating first 
prize, her oil painting called “Bushfire”. The 
competition continued into subsequent years. 

 

• Our groups were very active.  These included the 
Chat Group, Computer Group, Jazz Group, The 
Jells Park Strollers and Monday Munchies.  

• Our activities included a five-day sojourn to 
Warrnambool and the Western District taking 
trains, buses and minibus with our secretary 
Craig Smedley driving the minibus and 
organising the trip.   We also organised a day trip 
on the Portarlington Ferry and a visit to the 
Victorian Tramways Museum. 

• Our speakers at the meetings were varied and 
good. They included the topics of personal 
health, finance, meditation, gold mining, 
genealogy, early navigation and local history. My 
grateful thanks to Rod James who organised for 
them. 

• An omen of the future came when I could not 
chair the 2020 AGM as my test result for Covid19 
was not available.  Thankyou Tony Hills for 
stepping in. 

• All in all, it was a very successful year largely due 
to an active and responsive committee.  

•  
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Year 34: 2020-2021  President: David West 
President-elect David West was invested as President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2020 by Past 
President Tony Hills.  Robin Dunstone became Immediate Past President and the following committee 
members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Vacant 

Secretary  Craig Smedley 

Treasurer  Godfrey Gin 

Committee Members  Graeme Findlay, Newsletter 

 Graham Mollet, Welfare 

 Ian Wood, Club Service 

 Tony Hills, Membership 

Craig Smedley acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 34th President, David West 

David was born on the 27th August 1943 in Surrey, 
England, on the outskirts of London.  His father died 
when David was aged seven, and his mother re-
married in 1954, and the family then moved to a 
shop in the village of Nutbourne, five miles from the 
city of Chichester.  David attended Chichester High 
School for Boys, then went to Manchester University 
where he gained a degree in Mathematics. 

At university, David was introduced to the then 
fledgling world of computers and computer 
programming.  Having decided this was an 
interesting career to pursue, David joined Hawker 
Siddley Dynamics as a programmer in 1965. 

In November 1967, having responded to a job advert, 
David immigrated to Australia as a “ten pound pom”.   

David had a varied career in IT, with roles in 
programming, systems analysis, consulting, and 
project management, and experience in many 
industry sectors. 

David was a founding member of Mulgrave Apex in 
1974, served as President in 1980-81, and was 
awarded life membership in 1984. Through his 
involvement with Mulgrave Apex, David became a 
founding director of Waverley Industries, a not-for-
profit company providing employment for disabled 
people.  David served a total of 37 years as a director, 
including 12 years as Board Chairman, and was 
awarded life membership in 1997. 

After taking up lawn bowls, David became an active 
member of the Bowls Section at Mulgrave Country 
Club, serving as a coach, six years on the selection 
committee, and looking after the Bowls Section 
website. 

Highlights 

• Clearly the COVID-19 pandemic was the 
dominant feature of the year, although it could 
hardly be called a “highlight”.  No sooner had our 
AGM been held than Melbourne went into an 
extended period of lockdown.  At least we did 
manage to hold our AGM, many Probus Clubs 
were unable to do so. 

• Periods of lockdown, followed by venue 
restrictions, meant that we had no general 
meetings from April to August.  The Chat Group 
began using Zoom for meetings in July, which 
provided a welcome opportunity to see familiar 
faces.  Following the success of these meetings, 
we began using Zoom for general meetings, 
starting in September.  Obviously many 
members were unable to join in these meetings 
as they didn’t have the technology.  We were able 
to get guest speakers however. 

• Although Mulgrave Country Club were unable to 
provide a venue for our Christmas lunch, we 
were able to meet at the Matthew Flinders Hotel, 
our first face-to-face meeting since March, albeit 
with restrictions on numbers. 

• Thanks to Secretary Craig, we were able to test 
the usage of the Nellie Melba Retirement Village 
for face to face meetings, starting in February. 

• Outings were non-existent this year, but we were 
able to conduct the photographic competition for 
the second time. 
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Year 35: 2021-2022  President: David West 
There being no Vice President (and hence no President Elect), President David West was invested as 
President at the Annual General Meeting in March 2021 by Past President Tony Hills.  Robin Dunstone 
continued Immediate Past President and the following committee members were elected: 
 

Vice-president  Godfrey Gin 

Secretary  Craig Smedley 

Treasurer  Hugh Foenander 

Committee Members  Graeme Findlay, Newsletter 

 Rose Randell, Welfare 

 Ian Wood, Club Service 

 Tony Hills, Membership 

 Doreen Allison, Outings, Activities & Tours 

Craig Smedley acted as Public Officer. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Our 35th President, David West 

(See previous page) 

 

Highlights 

• Lockdowns and venue restrictions due to 
COVID-19 continued as a “highlight” for much of 
this year. 

• The experiment with meeting at the Nellie Melba 
Retirement Village proved to be unpopular with 
the residents, and we had our third and final 
meeting there in April. 

• Lockdowns and restrictions meant that we were 
unable to have face-to-face meetings from June 
through to October, instead continuing with the 
use of Zoom.  Although numbers were well down 
compared to our regular face-to-face meetings, 
participants did welcome the ability to maintain 
some social contacts during the restrictions. 

• Once restrictions were finally eased, Mulgrave 
Country Club was unable, or unwilling, to have 
us return there as our regular venue.  Although 
we were able to hold our Christmas lunch there 
in December, we began using The Stamford 
Hotel in November for our monthly general 
meetings. 

• Outings were able to start again, beginning with 
a breakfast at Mr Fox Café at the Ringwood Golf 
Club. 
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CLUB OFFICERS & LIFE MEMBERS 
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Club Officers 

Secretaries 

1. 1987 – 1989 3 Years John O’Reilly 

2. 1990 – 1994 5 Years David Gluth 

3. 1995 – 1998 4 Years Kevin Taylor 

4. 1999 1 Year John Douglas 

5. 2000 – 2001 2 Years Tony Hills 

6. 2002 - 2005 4 Years Bryce Thomas 

7. 2006 - 2007 2 Years Tony Hills 

8. 2008 1 Year Graham Mollet 

9. 2009 – 2011 3 Years Darrell Morgan 

10. 2012 - 2013 2 Years Len Smart 

11. 2014 - 2015 2 Years Tony Hills 

12. 2016 - 2017 2 Years Robin Dunstone 

13. 2018 - 4 Years + Craig Smedley 

Treasurers 

1. 1987 1 Year David Gluth 

2. 1988 1 Year John Douglas 

3. 1989 – 1990 2 Years Bruce Crawley 

4. 1991 – 1992 2 Years Harry Draffin 

5. 1993 – 2003 11 Years Alan Podger 

6. 2004 - 2008 5 Years Rob Maslen 

7. 2009 – 2013 5 Years Peter Russell 

8. 2014 1 Year Bill Le Page / Rod James 

9. 2015 - 2016 2 Years Rod James 

10. 2017 – 2019 3 Years Martin James 

11. 2020 1 Year Godfrey Gin 

12. 2021 -  1 Year + Hugh Foenander 

 

Committee Members 

Club Service 

1. 1987 - 1988 2 Years Frank Holliday 

2. 1989 1 Year Colin Grove 

3. 1990 1 Year Brian King 

4. 1991 1 Year Max Lee 

5. 1992 1 Year Alan Podger / Dennis Simsion 

6. 1993 1 Year Neil McGilp 

7. 1994 - 1997 4 Years Frank Barton 

8. 1998 - 1999 2 Years Geoff Higgs 

9. 2000 - 2001 2 Years Bryce Thomas 

10. 2002 - 2003 2 Years George Eastwood 
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11. 2004 - 2005 2 Years  Ivan Blythe 

12. 2006 - 2008 3 Years Ken White 

13. 2009 1 Year Peter Fiander 

14. 2010 - 2012 2 Years Alan Crutchfield 

15. 2013 1 Year Alan Crutchfield / Aziz Albazzaz 

16. 2014 - 2017 4 Years Aziz Albazzaz 

17. 2018 1 Year John Anderton 

18. 2019 - 2021 3 Years Ian Wood 

Tours & Entertainment 

1. 1987 - 1988 2 Years Dennis Simsion 

2. 1989 - 1990 2 Years John Douglas 

3. 1991 - 1992 2 Years Brian King 

4. 1993 1 Year Ross Drake 

5. 1994 1 Year John Douglas 

6. 1995 1 Year Graham Stork / Keith Lampard 

7. 1996 - 1997 2 Years Keith Lampard 

8. 1998 - 2000 3 Years Brian King 

9. 2001 1 Year George Eastwood 

10. 2002 - 2003 2 Years John Chambers 

11. 2004 1 Year Octave Sarkissian 

12. 2005 - 2006 2 Years Ron Roberts 

13. 2007 - 2008 2 Years Tony Jessop 

14. 2009 1 Year Keith Lampard 

15. 2010 - 2011 2 Years Peter Fiander 

16. 2012 1 Year John Chambers 

17. 2013 - 2014 2 Years Alan Morris 

18. 2015 1 Year IPP Graeme Findlay 

19. 2016 1 Year VP Craig Smedley 

20. 2017 - 2018 2 Years Morris Le Page 

21. 2019 - 2020 2 Years (Vacant) 

22. 2021 -  1 Year + Doreen Allison 

Newsletter Editors 

1. 1987 - 1997 11 Years Ron Harvey 

2. 1998 –1999 2 Years Tony Hills 

3. 2000 – 2003 4 Years Dennis Ball 

4. 2004 - 2011 8 Years Peter Hammond 

5. 2012 1 Year Peter Hammond / David West 

6. 2013 -  2019 7 Years David West 

7. 2020 – 2021 2 Years Graeme Findlay 
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Guest Speakers 

1. 2015 1 Year Alun Mantle 

2. 2016 1 Year Peter Russell 

Note: Apart from these two years, the Immediate Past President was responsible for guest 
speakers. 

Membership 

3. 2017 -  5 Years + Tony Hills 

Welfare 

1. 2017 - 2019 3 Years + Sean Doyle 

2. 2020 1 Year Graham Mollet 

3. 2021 -  1 Year + Rose Randall 

 

Note: Those marked + have continued in office. 

 

 

Auditors 

1. 1987 – 1988 2 Years Jack Robinson 

2. 1989 – 1990 2 Years Alan Podger 

3. 1991 - 1994 4 Years Don Badenach 

4. 1995 - 2003 9 Years Kevin Hill 

5. 2004 - 2013 10 Years Bernie Edwards 

Due to changes to the provisions for Incorporated Associations, an auditor was not required after 2013. 

Public Officers 

1. 1988 – 1996 9 Years John O’Reilly 

2. 1997 - 2001 6 Years John Douglas 

3. 2002 - 2011 9 Years Tony Hills 

From 2012, the Secretary also acted as Public Office 
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Life Members 
 

 1998 David Gluth†, Ron Harvey† 

 2000 John Douglas†, John O’Reilly† 

 2001 Kevin Taylor†, Brian King, Alan Podger 

 2002 Keith Lampard 

 2007 Max Lee, Tony Hills 

 2012 Darrell Morgan 

 2014 Robert Maslen, Len Smart 

 2018 John Chambers 

  

  † = Deceased 

 


