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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I hope your hearing has returned to normal 
after the Aus alert. It certainly was loud so no 
chance of missing an emergency alert except 
if you have an old phone so didn’t get the 
alert. I expect the phone sellers will be  
happy as it probably prompted a few new 
sales from people updating their phones! 
 
The census was OK if you did it online but not 
so easy if you wanted a paper form, having to 
call to obtain one sent to you in the post. The 
days are gone when you could get forms at the 
post office. 
 
The committee has decided that to make 
committee roles easier we will add a Minute 
Secretary and an Activities Co-ordinator 
role. We still need a Welfare Officer and a 
Club Service Officer. 
 
Talk to me or any committee member if you 
can help - many hands make light work 
and current committee members are having 
to double up to cover these areas. 
 
Mary Grieve will be inducted into the club 
at the August meeting. Several members  
already know her, but if you don’t, the 
 

 
 

 
morning tea break will be a good opportunity 
to get to know her. 
 
Don’t forget a table will be booked at the 
Library / MAPh café for after the meeting 
which will allow further socialising over a 
cuppa and, if desired, a light lunch from their 
menu or an item from their cabinet. 
 
See you soon, 
 
Valerie Eldridge 
President 

 

________________________ 
 

     AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

12th – Barry Cronan, Mary McLean,              
13th – Morris Le Page,    14th – Tina Gemsis,   
21st – Rose Randell,        24th – Sheila Mallia, 
28th – David West,          28th – Roy Lamb,   
29th – Laurie Armstrong.  
                    
 

DUTY MONITORS for AUGUST 

Door:   Margaret Graham 

Phil Rogers 

Tea Table:  Barry Crittle 

Coffee Table:  Doreen Hall 

Welcomer:   Alan Morris 
 

 

We now have a Welcomer scheduled each 
meeting. The Welcomer is requested to please 
arrive at 9:30am. 
 

NEXT MEETING 

FRIDAY 14TH AUGUST, 2026, 10:00AM  

The next meeting will be held in the Meeting 
Room at the Wheelers Hill Library on the 
corner of Ferntree Gully and Jells Roads. 
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The library can be accessed from Ferntree Gully 
Road or from Jells Road (via Gallery Place). The 
meeting room is to the left of the door into the 
library. You will see the Club sign and be greeted 
at the door by our Welcomer. Library staff 
request that we not seek entry to the venue prior 
to 9:30am. 

Don’t forget your Name badge.  

       JULY MEETING 

President Val welcomed 40 members and 3 
visitors - Steve Doreely, Mary Grieve and 
Sheila Maddern – to the June meeting. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
Vice President Barry presented Laurie, 
Aziz, Marj and Carol with their birthday 
chocolate. 
 

SPEAKER 

ERIC PANTHER 

Back in Time 

Rose IPP welcomed Eric Panther, who 
proceeded to entertain us with memorabilia 
that delighted in its familiarity. Swap cards, 
comics, products from our childhoods, even an 
old packet of Fags (before it was renamed 
Fads). Eric was thanked by Noel on behalf of 
the Club for taking us on a trip down memory 
lane. 

 

 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS 
 

August - Brian Barnard, Police dog handler 
 

September - Don McQueen, Bush Balladeer. 
 

October - Sue Van Every, Visit to Nth Korea. 
 

Rose, IPP (Speakers) 
________________________ 

 

CHAT GROUP 
 

Our last chat group meeting was held on 
Monday 4 July and we were pleased to 
welcome 10 regular members who braved the 
cold weather to attend.   
 
After our early coffee we engaged in some 
lively and interesting discussion on several 
current problems including immigration 
numbers, housing and overall cost of living 
pressures. Regrettably our discussions were 
forced to conclude early as the Australian 
World Cup game was televised in an adjoining 
room and we could not compete with the 
background noise. 
 
We will be meeting again at our regular venue 
on Monday 7th September with our usual 
early coffee before commencing our 
discussions at about 10.00 am. An invitation 
is extended to all members of our Probus 
Club. 
 
Peter Russell 
Convenor 
 

 
 

Graeme, David, Peter, Ian, Len, Jan, Aziz, 
Craig, Raelene (Godfrey (behind the 
camera). 
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LA PORCHETTA 
 
A successful dinner was held at La Porchetta in 
Rowville on Tuesday 14th July, attended by 
22 people. Several other members expressed 
their disappointment that they were unable to 
attend on this occasion.  
 
The food was good, and the servings generous, 
with a few members organising to take home a 
‘doggie bag’. Ice cream for dessert was also 
popular, with Joan, Colin and Godfrey 
starting a bit of a trend. 

 

 
 

Godfrey, Len, Jan, Graeme, Peter, Alan, 
Barry, Shirley, Val, Barry and Elisabeth. 
 

 
 

Janette, Carol, Margaret, Joan, Colin, 
Laurie, Elizabeth, Ian, Pam, Brenda and 
Sheila (behind the camera). 
 

 
 

Godfrey enjoying his ice cream. 
________________________ 

 

A huge stack of toilet rolls fell on me in the 
supermarket. I’m fine, just soft tissue damage. 

STROLLERS   
 

Rugged up against the winter cold, 6 members 
strolled around the Wheelers Hill lake before 
adjourning to the on-site café for hot coffee and a 
chat on Friday 24th July. Two more members 
were waiting for us in the café after our walk. 
 

Members are welcome to come and join us once a 
month and enjoy the exercise or simply join us for 
coffee if you would prefer. We adjourn for coffee 
at the Café at about 11:00am – earlier if the 
weather is inclement.  
 

The next Strollers walk will be held on Friday 
28th August, at 10 am.  
 

There are walking groups in the area which are 
not Probus activities but might be of interest to 
members. 
 

Walking Groups – City of Monash – 2026 
 

1. Waverley Bushwalking Club 
Website: Waverleybushwalking.org.au 
Tel : Valsa - Mobile 0421 792258. 
 

2. Kerrie Road Neighbourhood House 
Tel : 9887 6226. 
Walking Group meets – Every Monday at 10 AM. 
 

Barry Cronan 
For the Strollers 
 

 
 

Barry, Zina, Val, Joan, Colin and Sheila 
(behind the camera).  
 

 
 

Zina, Mary, Paula, Val and Barry. 
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PAV 50th ANNIVERSARY HIGH TEA 
 

Nine members of our club attended the Probus 
50th anniversary High Tea at the Chirnside 
Park Country Club on Thursday 30th July. 
 
We were treated to a genuine welcome. 
Beginning with a reflective and humorous 
speech about life, we then had a short trivia 
game as well as a game of what rubbish we 
carry around in our bags and pockets. Our table 
did quite well on all activities. In fact, our table 
members were lucky enough to win 4 separate 
prizes. 
 
The assortment of food was of a high standard 
with plenty to go around, however we all agreed 
that Paula's sausage rolls are much better. 
 
We all made an attempt to wear gold. The best 
dressed person with imaginative gold attire was 
Noel, who was smartly dressed with a gold vest, 
handkerchief in his jacket pocket, cufflinks and 
a gold radiance throughout. We all walked away 
with full bellies, as lots of yummy food kept 
coming out from the kitchen. The venue was 
beautiful and staff were professional.  
 
We had the Seymour and Essendon club make 
the trip which was a long drive for some.  
 
50 years is a momentous achievement for any 
club, especially Probus, as it is often a life-
saving social outlet for people. 
We must continue our efforts! 
Hope you enjoy the photos. 
 
Tina Gem 
 

 
 

Val and Tina.  
 

 

 
 

Our prize winners – Colin, Noel, Lydia 
and Zina. 
 

 
 

Noel and Rose. 
 

 
 

Colin and Joan. 
 

 
 

Information for Members 
from President Val 

 

Rego Rebate – extended to 31 August 
 

Victorians can apply for 20% off their vehicle 
registrations. The rebate will apply to eligible 
vehicles registered in an individual’s name 
between 1 July 2025 and 30 June 2026.   
Go to the Victoria Services website or app. 
https://service.vic.gov.au/ 
 

https://service.vic.gov.au/
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COFFEE and CONVERSATION 
 

The monthly gathering at the Probus table at Café 
Verdi on Monday 27th July once again provided 
chat, companionship and laughter. 
 
All are welcome to join us on Monday 31st 
August at 10:00am.  
 

 
 
Sheila, Brenda, Carol, Pam and Margaret.  

________________________ 
 

Perks of being 60+ 
 

1. Kidnappers are not very interested in 
you. 

2. In a hostage situation, you are likely 
to be released first. 

3. No-one expects you to run anywhere. 
4. People call at 8pm and ask, “Did I 

wake you?” 
5. People no longer view you as a 

hypochondriac. 
6. There’s nothing left to learn the hard 

way. 
7. Things you buy now probably won’t 

wear out. 
8. You can eat dinner at 5 pm and 

nobody questions it. 
 

 

 
 
 

Sometimes I miss galivanting and these days 
I might be galivanting a little less. 

The upside is, galivanting now involves more 
chatting, food, beverages and flexible 

timelines than ever before. 
 

So let’s keep galivanting! 
 

Stay in shape without much effort by... 

1) Beating around the bush… 

2) Jumping to conclusions… 

3) Climbing up the wall… 

4) Swallowing your pride… 

5) Passing the buck… 

6) Throwing your weight around… 

7) Dragging your heels… 

8) Pushing your luck… 

9) Making mountains out of  molehills… 

10) Hitting the nail on the head… 

OUTINGS AND EXCURSIONS 
 

 Badge reminder 
 

A reminder to wear your name badge at all 
meetings, activities and outings. 

  Payment for Outings  
 

Payments can be made via deposits to the Club 
Account. The Bank Account details are listed on 
the front page of the Newsletter. Make sure to 
include your NAME and ACTIVITY. 
 

For cash payments at meetings, that there are 
pre-printed envelopes available on the 
Registration table at each monthly Meeting. We 
suggest you take 2-3 envelopes so you can 
complete these at home with the correct amount 
and also save any queries or delays at the table.  
 

Doreen Allison 
Outings and Excursions Officer 

THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

Thank you to all who contribute to the Newsletter, 
including Doreen Allison, Carole Carless, Barry 
Crittle, Barry Cronan, Anne Dunstone, Graeme 
Findlay, Carol Gaida, Tina Gem, Godfrey Gin, 
Colin and Joan Goodrem, Noel Heather, Marj 
Lampard, Robert Maslen, Arlette Pat, Rose 
Randell, Peter Russell, Paula Slamet, Craig 
Smedley, David West, Brenda White and Ian 
Wood.  

Contributions to the Newsletter are most 
welcome.  
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Probus Club of Wheelers Hill 
What’s On 2026 

 
 

August Monday 3  Chat Group  
10:00am, Details 
emailed. 

 Friday 7 Committee Meeting 10:00am, Brandon 
Park Community 
Centre 

 Friday 14 General Meeting 
10:00am, Wheelers Hill 
Library 

 Sunday 16 Musical Afternoon 
 

Details emailed. 

 Wednesday 26 Neil Diamond Musical 
 

Bookings essential.  

 Friday 28 Strollers 
10:00am, Wheelers Hill 
Library lake & café. 

 Monday 31 Coffee and Conversation 
10:00am, Café Verdi, 
Brandon Park S.C. 

September Friday 4 Committee Meeting 
10:00am, Brandon Park 
Community Centre 

 Monday  7 Chat Group 10:00am, Details 
emailed. 

 Friday 11 General Meeting 10:00am, Wheelers 
Hill Library 

 Thursday 17 Rome Exhibition – 
Melbourne Museum 

 

Bookings essential. 

 Thursday 24 Strollers (date change due 
to AFL holiday on Friday) 

10:00am, Wheelers Hill 
Library lake & café. 

 Monday 28 Coffee and Conversation 10:00am, Café Verdi, 
Brandon Park S.C. 

October Friday 2 Committee Meeting 
10:00am, Brandon Park 
Community Centre 

 Monday 5 Chat Group 10:00am, Details 
emailed. 

 Friday 9 General Meeting 10:00am, Wheelers 
Hill Library 

 Sunday 18 Musical Afternoon 
 

Details emailed. 

 Friday 23 Strollers 
10:00am, Wheelers Hill 
Library lake & café. 

 Monday 26 Coffee and Conversation 10:00am, Café Verdi, 
Brandon Park S.C. 

 
 

NOTE: For essential bookings, sign on at the outings table, or book directly with Doreen.  
 

DUTY MONITORS for SEPTEMBER 

Door:        Peter Russell,     Graeme Little 

     Tea Table:          Zina Ramanauskas                                          

       Coffee Table:    Pam Browne 

Welcomer:         Tina Gem 

Instructions for Set-Up and Morning Tea are posted on the wall in the kitchen.  


