Roseville Probus Club Inc
Newsletter: March 2026
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Helen Jagger

Diary reminders for March

N.B. Please email apologies for absences at meetings to the Membership Secretary at

rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com. It is the responsibility of the Membership Secretary to

keep a record of attendance at meetings.

Monthly meeting: Monday 2 March, Annual General Meeting and General Meeting

Club Outings: Wednesday 4 March, Tour of the new Sydney Fish Market

Movies: Friday 6 March, ‘Midwinter Break’

Cycology: Tuesday 10 March, part of Parramatta River cycle path

$2.50 Club: Friday 13 March, Train/B-Line bus to Narrabeen

Music Interest: Saturday 14 March, ‘An Afternoon of Dance Music’

Theatre: Wednesday 18 March, ‘Pretty Woman’

Art Interest: Thursday 19 March, Adelaide Perry Drawing Prize at PLC Croydon

Walks: Monday 23 March, GreenWay Walk

Weekly events: Monday - Coffee Club (except when there are other club wide activities);
Tuesday - Bowls; Wed- Bridge and other games; Friday - Technology Help

Monthly events: 4™ Tuesday Book Club; 4t Thursday Book Club
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Annual and March General Meetings

Monday 2 March

After our Annual General Meeting we will hold the March General Meeting.
GUEST SPEAKER: Gemma Sisia

Judy Unger will introduce Gemma Sisia, from the School of St Jude in
Arusha,Tanzania, who is in Australia to talk about the advances in education
there, and prospects for further studies and career openings sought by the
students. She may also be accompanied by one of the school’s alumni.

Attendance at General Meetings
Please remember to bring your cup to assist the catering group.

Members are required to attend 50% of the Club's monthly meetings in any year,
subject to any leave of absence being granted in case of sickness or any other
reasonable grounds. (Standing resolution 19)

Updates to contact details

To ensure our database is as up to date as possible our Membership Officer, Julie
Dunn, would like all members to notify her by email
rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com with any updates to contact details
(home addresses, email addresses, phone numbers) as any changes occur.

Birthdays

Happy Birthday to the following members who are celebrating in March:

Clare Feely, Judy Connolly, Lyn Drake, Richard Drake, Marg Eslake, Jeff
Fitzgerald, Bruce Forwood, Margaret Greathead, Owen Holden, Peter McNair, Di
Price, Jane Robinson, Bruce Strachan, Judy Unger, Joan Walsh, Andy Wilson,
Tricia Waters, Jan Wilson, Ann Windeyer
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS - 2026

I am pleased to advise that the annual membership subscription for 2026 will
remain at $50 per person.

Payment of your subscription fee is due by 1 April 2026.

Pay by Direct Deposit: to the Roseville Probus Club Incorporated
BSB 633 000 Account number 165123928.

Please ensure you include your name(s) and ‘Subs’ in the transfer details when
paying online.

Pay by cheque or cash: Please place it in an envelope with your name and
‘Subs’ on the front. Cheques are to be made out to Roseville Probus Club Inc.
Cheques and Cash envelopes may be handed to the Treasurer at the 2 February
General Meeting or the 2 March Annual General Meeting.

Michael Shepherd, Treasurer

PROBUS EXCLUSIVE - 50™ ANNIVERSARY TOUR

We have received information from Probus South Pacific which may be of interest
to our members:

Taste of the Cape: Wine, Wildflowers & Wonders

Join other Probus members in celebrating 50 years of Probus in Australia with
superb produce while enjoying the scenic wonders of the Margaret River region.
Brought to you by Villa, this tour is over five days from Saturday 7 to Wednesday
11 November 2026.

Stunning scenery, wildflower beauty and gourmet delights await on this wonderful
five-day exploration of the Southwest Region. Travel with Villa through
picturesque countryside to experience the perfect blend of coastlines, forests,
history, wildflowers and iconic Margaret River food and wine experiences.

Early Bird Offer: Book and pay by 31 March 2026 and enjoy $100 off per person.

To find out more, click here.

Helen Jagger, President

Club Outings

Payment arrangements for outings, tours etc are located at the end of the
Newsletter
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Our outing to the new Sydney Fish Market is two days after our March meeting
and will be reported on in the April newsletter.

Convenor: Lynne Fairley rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com
Support: Helen Humphreys rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com

Tours

Wollongong Tour: 20 - 21 April

Our short tour this year is to the Illawarra - for an overnight stay on Monday 20
April at the beach-side Novotel Northbeach in Wollongong.

After checking in there is time to explore the city and some of Wollongong’s
attractions. We then have dinner at the Novotel in our own private function room
overlooking the beach - canapes, main course and dessert with drinks.

Travel to the hotel is either by car, or by train and free city bus. The fare from
Roseville is a very reasonable $2.50 for seniors.

Thank you to all participants for their Tour payment. The Tour flyer is available
from the Activities Desk at our March meeting.

Kangaroo Island/Coorong Tour: 16 — 20 November

Our major tour this year is to Kangaroo Island and the Coorong in South
Australia. Flying to Adelaide and back, we travel by coach and ferry to the Island,
staying in the largest town, Kingscote, for three nights. Over the ensuing two
days we visit the Island’s major attractions, touring by coach. After returning to
the mainland, we spend one night in Victor Harbor and cruise the wetland
wilderness of the Coorong National Park, reaching the mouth of the Murray River.
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The cost of the five-day tour is dependent on numbers and also airfares. An
indicative cost is $2,500 pp twin share.

We have had a tremendous response to the call for expressions of interest and
now have a wait list. If you are newly interested, you can add your name to the
wait list by responding to the email address below or by adding your name to the
waitlist on the Activities Desk at our March meeting. Once we finalise details, a
tour flyer with more information and full costings will be available.

Convenor: Ian Waters rosevilleprobus.tours@gmail.com

Interest Groups

If you wish to join in any activities, contact the convenor and ask to be
added to the Interest Group mailing list. If your interest is not here, see
anyone on the Committee about starting a new group.

Art Interest Group

Please join us for our first outing of the year to the Adelaide Perry Drawing Prize
at PLC Croydon. This is a prestigious award that recognises excellence in
contemporary drawing. The 41 finalists are professional Australian artists.

Date: Thursday 19 March

Time: 10:30 am

Place: ‘The Croydon’ Centre for Art, Designh & Technology, Corner of Hennessy and
College Streets, Croydon

Travel: Train and then a 5 minute walk from Croydon Station

Cost: Free

Afterwards, for those who wish, we will gather for a casual lunch at a nearby café
in Croydon.

There will be a signup sheet at the next Probus meeting on Monday 2 March, or
you can email me.

Convenors: Tricia Waters
Lyn McArthur
Book Clubs

The Tuesday Book Club
The February read for the Tuesday Book Club is ‘Any Ordinary Day’ by Leigh

Sales. We will meet at Roseville Park on Tuesday 24 February to discuss the
book.
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The Thursday Book Club

The book we read for January was ‘The Personal Librarian’ by Marie Benedict and
Victoria Murray. This book explores the little known story of Belle da Costa
Greene - J.P. Morgan’s personal librarian — who became one of the most powerful
women of New York. Belle is hired by the legendary J.P. Morgan to curate a
collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Library.
However, she has a secret, one she must protect at all costs. Her darker
complexion is not because of her Portuguese grandmother, but it's because she’s
Belle Marion Greener, daughter of Richard Greener, the first black graduate of
Harvard. A story of race, deception and intrigue.

We thoroughly enjoyed this book and would recommend it to others.

Barb Mottram

Tuesday Book Club Convenor: Lorraine Fitzgerald
Thursday Book Club Convenor: Simone Turner

Bowls

We meet every Tuesday morning at 10am at the Lindfield Rollers Bowling Club in
Carlyle Rd, East Lindfield. We are always looking at bolstering our numbers and
encourage others to join us for a little low impact outdoor activity. No need to
book in, just turn up. Please wear flat soled shoes and bring a hat; no bowling
experience is required. You can borrow bowls from the club and will be given a bit
of basic tuition to get you started. We play for about an hour and then re-convene
to Duke’s Green Café for a well-deserved coffee/milkshake.

Convenors: Phil Lewis
Chic Strachan

Coffee Club

Our coffee club continues to meet every Monday morning at 10am (unless there is
a club-wide activity scheduled), at Duke's Green Cafe, East Lindfield. It's a great
way to start off your week. We usually chat and enjoy each other’s company for
about an hour before we move on to the rest of our day. No need to book in, just
turn up and join in the discussions. You never know which of the world’s problems
we will be solving from one day to the next.

Convenors: Phil Lewis
John Cameron

Cycology Group

Our February ride was enjoyed with fine weather, along the GreenWay cycle path.
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The planned Cycology ride in March is along part of the Parramatta River cycle
path. Meeting at 10 am on Tuesday 10 March at the Meadowbank Ferry car park.
If you would like to join us, please contact me.

Convenor: Michael Shepherd

Gardens
The Garden Group is still in recess and will be back in action soon.

Convenors: Gillian Stegmann
Bruce Strachan

Meet and Eat

Roseville Marina was a picturesque and
peaceful venue for 27 of our Probus
members to enjoy a delicious lunch on
Friday 13th at Echo on the Marina. It
didn't prove an unlucky day at all as we
avoided both rain and 34 degree heat!
Once again much chatter and
camaraderie were featured. Thanks to all
who participated!

Convenors: Yvonne Bartels

Colleen Harrison
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Movies

Our cinema visit for March will be to see ‘Midwinter
Break’ with Lesley Manville and Ciaran Hinds. Based
on the 2017 novel by Irish author Bernard
MacLaverty, the film follows a middle aged couple’s
trip to Amsterdam that stirs up memories of the past
and challenges their love and commitment. The date
will be Friday 6 and screening time will be emailed a

few days beforehand.

Convenor: Catherine Barker

Music Interest Group

Our first activity of 2026 is ‘An Afternoon of Dance Music’ - a celebration of dance
music in its many exotic, exciting forms performed in an intimate setting by
Chanterelle String Quartet. Chanterelle comprises well-known present and former
Sydney Symphony Orchestra musicians: Fiona and Leone Ziegler (violins), Jane
Hazelwood (viola) and Adrian Wallis (cello). They will be joined by guest artists
Janet Webb (flute) and Louise Johnson (harp), both former SSO Principals.

Saturday 14 March, 2pm

St Luke’s Presbyterian Church, 28 Lord Street Roseville

Tickets $40 ($35 full pensioners) at www.rosevillemusicclub.com.au or at the door
from 1.30pm

Mingle with the musicians and other concertgoers over a prosecco, wine or juice
at the concert’s conclusion.

Please add your name to our list at the March meeting or contact me for more
information.

Convenor: Joan Walsh
Support: Andrew Mackenzie

Social Games

We meet on Wednesdays 1pm-3pm during school terms. We regularly have four
tables playing Bridge but would like to start up a table playing Mahjong. If you
would like to join us playing Mahjong please let me know. We are a non-
competitive group who play 'just for the fun of it” and welcome any standard but it
is beneficial to have had Bridge or Mahjong lessons. We bring our mugs and
make a donation of $2.00 to the church for afternoon tea and the use of facilities.

Convenor: Maz Berry
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Technology Help

For the next few weeks we will continue to look at how we can use Artificial
Intelligence systems such as ChatGPT and Gemini. So this is your chance to see
what you can do with your laptop or your phone.

Sessions are at 10am in the Computer Pals Room at the rear of East Lindfield
Community Hall. Contact John Cameron for more details or to be added to the
mailing list.

Convenors: John Cameron
Ian Waters

Theatre

On March 18 we have a small group of 12 going to the Theatre Royal to enjoy the
musical ‘Pretty Woman’. I will have your tickets at our March meeting so please
come and collect them.

It is great that the Theatre Royal offers group bookings for 12+ which is so much
more flexible than the 20+ offered by the Lyric and the Capitol.

Then on April 29 we have a record number of 49 members attending ‘Cluedo’,
again at the Theatre Royal. Tickets for this show will be available at the April
meeting.

Looking further ahead we have ‘Anastasia’ at the Lyric Theatre in May/June.
However there are only 12 names on my Expressions Of Interest form and we will
need at least 20, so please if you'd like to see this happy musical add your name
to my list at our March meeting. If it is still below 20 I will be unable to proceed
with any booking.

Even further ahead, one of the greatest musicals of all time, ‘Fiddler On The Roof’
is coming to the Theatre Royal in August. I know so many of you will remember

all the songs and wish to travel down memory lane again so I can make a priority
booking anytime soon. Please add your name to the Expression Of Interest sheet
at our next meeting. We'll go in August or September.

Convenor: Pat Nosworthy

Two Dollars Fifty Club ($2.50)

Our next $2.50 Club excursion is scheduled for Friday 13 March when we will
travel by the B-Line bus service to Narrabeen.

We will meet at Chatswood station and catch the train to Wynyard, making our

way to Bus Stand B in Carrington Street. Members who are unable to meet us in
Chatswood can meet us here. We will then catch the B-Line bus and alight at the
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Narrabeen stop. The bus journey is very interesting and takes approximately 45
minutes.

Upon arrival at Narrabeen we will pose for the obligatory group photo before
exploring the area and lunching, with options including Limani's (either downstairs
café or upstairs restaurant); Tram Shed café; H20 café; or you can bring a picnic
lunch.

For the return journey back to Wynyard, buses stop at least every 10 minutes and
you can suit yourself when you want to head home.

Full details and an Expression of Interest form will be at the March meeting where
you can indicate your interest for joining us on this excursion.

Convenors: Phil Lewis
Barb Mottram

Walks

GreenWay Walk: Monday 23 March

For this repeat activity, we are walking along first the Cooks River and then the
recently completed GreenWay, starting at Tempe and finishing at Leichhardt. This
repeat walk is also fully booked, and we have a wait list.

Wollongong Foreshore Walk: Tuesday 21 April

Associated with our Wollongong Tour, the Foreshore Walk follows the curve of the

coastline from our accommodation at North Wollongong beach to the historic
Wollongong Harbour. Further details will be provided to Tour participants.

Convenor: Ian Waters rosevilleprobus.walks@gmail.com

COMING UP
April Tours: 20-21 April, Wollongong Tour
April Walks: 21 April, Wollongong Foreshore Walk
April Theatre: 29 April, ‘Cluedo’
November Tours: 16-20 November, Kangaroo Island/Coorong Tour

The Roseville Probus Calendar is another useful planning resource. To access the
Calendar, simply google Roseville Probus Calendar. The Calendar is updated
regularly.
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Reminders

Probus “Active Retirees” magazine:

The Probus “Active Retirees” magazine is part of our membership benefits and is
distributed in electronic form. If you wish to receive your complimentary
subscription, please click on the following link.
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/about active retirees digital subscri

ptions

Probus Travel Insurance and new Travel Handbook:

Probus South Pacific Limited (PSPL) has produced a new Travel Handbook
designed to assist Tour Officers with planning. A digital copy is available for
anyone interested at https://issuu.com/monikap-

probussouthpacific/docs/travel handbook march 2022 - final

PSPL has also reminded clubs that it offers a range of travel insurance policies in
partnership with Allianz Global Assistance. Details are available at the PSPL
website https://probussouthpacific.org

Registration at Meetings:

When you collect your badge at the front desk please make sure that your name
has been marked off the roll. We need to keep accurate attendance figures for
Probus insurance purposes.

Other Reminders:

e Please remember to wear your Probus badge (the one you have at home)
when attending activities e.g., Walks, Movies, Meet n Eat etc.

e If you know any sick or bereaved member who might appreciate contact,
please let our welfare officers know. See next page under Support for
contact details.

e Your newsletter is only as good as the contributions received. We welcome
anything short and of general interest to our members. We do not accept
commercial advertisements. Interest Group notices need to be short and to
the point. Photos of Interest Groups or activities or tours, with a short
description, are especially appreciated. Newsletter deadline: 3rd
Wednesday of the month to rosevilleprobus.newsletter@gmail.com

e To see our Club diary of events, go to our website
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville then press Control and click
on Calendar on the right-hand side. You can also access our website by
putting ‘Roseville Probus’ into Google or another search engine.

e Roseville Probus has a Facebook group that you might like to join. This is a
private group restricted to members only. Contact who can add you to the
group.
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Management Committee

Removed in web version

Reminder re paying for tours, activities or annual subscriptions

By Direct Deposit: to the Roseville Probus Club Incorporated

BSB 633 000 Account number XxXxxxxXx.

Please ensure you identify yourself/yourselves and the event when paying (eg
John Smith ZigZag).

By cheque or cash: Please put it in an envelope with your name on the front
and what it’s for. Cheques are to be made out to Roseville Probus Club Inc.
When paying for a tour, activity or interest group event, please email the
relevant convenor to say you have paid. Thank you! That will make it much
easier to keep track of payments.
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