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President’s message      

 

On 23 March I had the pleasure of representing the club at a 
special event at Government House to celebrate 50 years of 

Probus in Australia.  With a glass of bubbly on arrival in the 
main reception room, Queen Victoria and Prince Albert looking 

on and a Navy woodwind trio playing in the gallery, 
approximately 100 Probus presidents gathered expectantly. 
 

Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beasley then gave a 
great history of Probus and reflections on life in the 1970s when 

it was formed, followed by a toast to Probus.  We were invited to 
explore the public areas to admire the paintings, decorations 
and memorabilia, followed by adjourning to the Eastern Terrace 

and gardens where tea and delicious tiny morsels were served. 
 

It was a delightful experience that made us all feel very special 
and Governor Beasley mingled freely, chatting to guests. Photos 
appear later in this newsletter.  Government House is open free 

to all visitors on Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoons with 
guides to help explain this lovely icon.  It would make a great 

Probus activity to visit, however, unless you had privileged 
parking at the front door like I did, perhaps we would need bus 
transport.   

 
Helen Jagger 
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Diary reminders for April 
N.B. Please email apologies for absences at meetings to the Membership Secretary at 

rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com. It is the responsibility of the Membership Secretary to 

keep a record of attendance at meetings.  

Monthly meeting:  Monday 13 April 

Cycology:  Tuesday 14 April, Centennial Park bike path 
Tours:  Monday 20 – Tuesday 21 April, Wollongong Tour 

Art Interest:  Tuesday 21 April, Wollongong Art Gallery 

Walks:  Tuesday 21 April, Wollongong Foreshore Walk   

Theatre:  Wednesday 29 April, ‘Cluedo’ 

Weekly events:  Monday - Coffee Club (except when there are other club wide activities);     

                          Tuesday - Bowls; Wed- Bridge and other games; Friday - Technology Help 

Monthly events:  4th Tuesday Book Club; 4th Thursday Book Club 

 

Newsletter: April 2026 

 
About our 
Club 
We meet on 

the 1st Monday 
of the month 

from 10am to 
12 m/d except 
on public 

holidays and in 
December. We 

meet at the 
Roseville 
Uniting Church 

hall, 7a Lord 
Street, 

Roseville.  
 
Postal 

address:  
PO BOX 425, 

Roseville, 
NSW, 2069 
 

Click here for 
Roseville 

Probus 
Website 
 

Club number: 
29004259 

 
 
 

 

mailto:rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville
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Monday 13 April  

 
 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Garry Lowder 
 

Dr Garry Lowder, current president of Roseville Chase Probus, is a geologist who 
worked in mineral exploration for more than five decades in many parts of the 
world, including important discoveries of gold and other deposits, and was also 

Director General of Mineral Resources in NSW in the 1990s. 
Along the way he has had many interesting experiences, described in his 2019 

memoir ‘A Journey Through the Elements’.  Garry will talk about the history of 
gold, and in particular its crucial role in Australian history and development - a 
very topical and timely subject in today’s global affairs.  Thanks to member Ross 

Symons for facilitating Garry’s visit. 
 

 
 

Attendance at General Meetings  

Please remember to bring your cup to assist the catering group. 

Members are required to attend 50% of the Club's monthly meetings in any year, 
subject to any leave of absence being granted in case of sickness or any other 

reasonable grounds. (Standing resolution 19) 
 
 

 

Updates to contact details  

To ensure our database is as up to date as possible our Membership Officer, Barb 
Mottram, would like all members to notify her by email 

rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com  with any updates to contact details 

(home addresses, email addresses, phone numbers) as any changes occur.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to the following members who are celebrating in April:  

 
Roger Crouch, Maggie Hodge, Stephanie Rowley, Chic Strachan, Rochelle 
Sutherland, Ross Symons 

 
  

April General Meeting  

Birthdays 
 

mailto:rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com
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Celebrating 50 Years of Probus in Australia at Government House 
 

1 2 

1 The Governor, Her 

Excellency Margaret 
Beasley 

 
2  Celebrating naval 
history also this week  

 
3 The Eastern Gardens 

 
4 The Eastern Terrace 
 

5. Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert overseeing 

the formalities 
 
6. A very unassuming 

first governor, Phillip 
 

 

3 4 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
     5 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
      6 
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Payment arrangements for outings, tours etc are located at the end of the 

Newsletter 

 
Outing to the new Sydney Fish Market, Wednesday 4 March  
 

Did you know that the Sydney Fish Market is the third largest in the world, with 
Japan being number 1?  We learnt that this impressive building was designed by a 

Danish Firm 3XN in collaboration with Australian firm BVN Architecture.  We were 
taken into the Auction Room where the Dutch auction takes place starting at 4am, 
and 50 tonnes of seafood are sold each day.  85% of the seafood is Australian 

caught, with the remaining 15% being from New Zealand.  Only 0.5% is not sold 
each day and if not sold the following day it will then be mixed with offcuts from 

the onsite fishmongers and turned into either cat/dog food or fertiliser.   
 
Our first stop was Pirramar Park for morning tea  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Then on to the Fish Market 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   The Auction Room 

 

      Club Outings 



Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose. p. 5  

 

 
 

Tasmanian King Crab, sold live, will set you 
back $249 per kilo, with this one costing about 
$1,000. 

 

 
 
 

 

After our visit and lunch at the Fish Market the coach took us to Gelato Messina in 
Marrickville to sample some very fine gelato and sorbet.  A shame we didn’t get a 

photo of people eating their gelatos!!  A great day was enjoyed by all. 
 
 

 
Our next Club Outing will be to Dangar Island on Friday 29 May.   

 
You will need to travel under your own steam either by car (limited parking), or 
train to Hawkesbury River Station, Brooklyn, for 10am where we will join this 

Cruise. 
 

Included:  
Morning tea on arrival   
Lunch, ploughman-style served around midday   

A walking tour of Dangar Island with a guide, or you can stay on the boat and 
cruise around the island. Total time approximately 3 hours.    

 
The minimum number for this outing to take place is 25 with at maximum of 40. 
 

Cost:  $62 per person 
Payment due:  1 May 

 
Please sign up at the April meeting or email us if you would like to join this  
outing.  

 
 

Convenor: Lynne Fairley rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com   
Support:   Helen Humphreys rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com   
 

 
 

  

mailto:rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com
mailto:rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com
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Wollongong Tour:  20 - 21 April  
 

Our short tour this year to the Illawarra is fast approaching.  Full tour information 
has now been forwarded to our travellers. 

 

 

Kangaroo Island/Coorong Tour:   16 – 20 November  
 

Following finalisation of our activities while on Kangaroo Island, the tour flyer for 

our trip in November has now been released. This flyer includes a detailed 
itinerary for all five days that we are away. 

The flyer has been forwarded to all on our primary booking list.  The tour cost is 
$2,300 per person twin/double or $2,700 single, with a deposit of $500 per 

person payable by 6 May.  

 

Convenor: Ian Waters  rosevilleprobus.tours@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you wish to join in any activities, contact the convenor and ask to be 
added to the Interest Group mailing list. If your interest is not here, see 

anyone on the Committee about starting a new group. 

 
 

Art Interest Group 

 
Adelaide Perry Prize for Drawing, PLC Sydney 

 
A large group of enthusiastic members came to our first outing for the year on 

Thursday 19 March. 
 
Thanks to Helen Humphreys, a PLC Sydney ‘old girl’, for organising a visit to the 

Adelaide Perry Prize for Drawing.  Adelaide Perry was a Visual Arts teacher at the 
school from 1930 to 1962 and Helen was one of her pupils. This year's exhibition 

features 41 works varying between meticulous realism, abstraction and 
experimentation.  The artworks ranged from black and white pen and ink 
drawings to vibrant colours. 

 
The Gallery is set in ‘The Croydon’ Centre for Art, Design & Technology, originally 

The Croydon Hotel which has been acquired by the school. The original bar has 
pride of place in the Gallery. 

  

Interest Groups 
 

Tours 
 

mailto:rosevilleprobus.tours@gmail.com
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Our visit finished with a delicious lunch at The Strand café. 

 

 
 

 

Wollongong Art Gallery 
 

For those members who are coming on the Wollongong tour, our next outing will 
be to the Wollongong Art Gallery on Tuesday 21 April in the morning. The Gallery 

has an impressive range of exhibitions currently showing. There is a free shuttle 
bus to and from our hotel, Novotel Northbeach. For details, see the information in 
the tour flyer.  If you would like to come please add your name to the bookings 

sheet at the April meeting. 
 

 
Convenors: Tricia Waters 
                  Lyn McArthur  

 
 

Book Clubs 
 
The Tuesday Book Club  

 
We have been reading ‘A Disappearing Act’ by Jo Dixon and will report on our 
discussion in the next newsletter. 

 

The Thursday Book Club  

In March we read ‘The House of Doors’ by Tan Twan Eng.  The group found it an 

interesting and easy read and rated it 8. 
Our April book is ‘The Art of a Lie’ by Laura Shepherd-Robinson. 

 
Tuesday Book Club Convenor: Lorraine Fitzgerald 
Thursday Book Club Convenor: Simone Turner  

  



Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose. p. 9  

Bowls 
 

We meet every Tuesday morning at 10am at the Lindfield Rollers Bowling Club in 
Carlyle Rd, East Lindfield. We are always looking at bolstering our numbers and 

encourage others to join us for a little low impact outdoor activity. No need to 
book in, just turn up. Please wear flat soled shoes and bring a hat; no bowling 
experience is required. You can borrow bowls from the club and will be given a bit 

of basic tuition to get you started. We play for about an hour and then re-convene 
to Duke’s Green Café for a well-deserved coffee/milkshake.  

 
Convenors:  Phil Lewis  

Chic Strachan 

 
 

Coffee Club 
 

Our coffee club continues to meet every Monday morning at 10am (unless there is 
a club-wide activity scheduled), at Duke's Green Cafe, East Lindfield. It’s a great 

way to start off your week. We usually chat and enjoy each other’s company for 
about an hour before we move on to the rest of our day. No need to book in, just 

turn up and join in the discussions. You never know which of the world’s problems 
we will be solving from one day to the next.   
 

Convenors:  Phil Lewis  
  John Cameron  

  

Cycology Group 
 
The Cycology group's plan for Tuesday 14 April is a ride along the Centennial Park 

bike path, meeting at 10am at the Greenhouse Cafe. If you would like to join us, 
please contact me. 
 

Convenor: Michael Shepherd   

 
Gardens 

 
 

The Garden Group is still in recess and will be back in action soon. 
 
Convenors:  Gillian Stegmann  

  Bruce Strachan  
 

 

Meet and Eat 
 

Watch this space for news of our next outing. 
 
Convenors:  Yvonne Bartels  

Colleen Harrison  
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Movies  
 

 
Twenty years after the very successful 2006 film ‘The 
Devil Wears Prada’, the original cast return to New York 
and the offices of fashion magazine Runway. So starring 

once more Meryl Streep, Emily Blunt, Anne Hathaway 
and Stanley Tucci, this sequel ‘The Devil Wears Prada 2’ 

is bound to be another comedy success which we will be 
viewing at the Roseville Cinema on Friday 1 May. 
 

Convenor: Catherine Barker    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Music Interest Group 
 
Our first event on Saturday 14 March was a delightful afternoon of dance music 

hosted by Roseville Music Club and performed by Chanterelle String Quartet and 
friends. From a fandango to the Can Can, via an Irish jig, a hornpipe, bouree, 
bossa nova, jazz and movie tunes, 23 Probus members danced, figuratively 

speaking, the afternoon away.  The musicians were lively with some deft 
percussion playing at the end.  Afterwards, over drinks and nibbles, we were able 

to chat with other members of the audience and the musicians. 
 

Our next event is An Evening with Rodgers & Hammerstein (afternoon 
actually) on Wednesday 20 May at 2pm at the Glen Street Theatre, Belrose. 
Tickets are $60 per person. For those who have confirmed their attendance 

payment is due by Friday 17 April. Please make your payment in the usual way for 
club activities, with the reference Name and R&H.  At our April general meeting 

we will have a wait list to cover drop outs or additional seats becoming available. 
Please add your name if you’d like to join the list. 
 

We will also have confirmation/expressions of interest forms for future events:- 
Rising Stars on Monday 15 June at 7pm hosted by Killara Music Club at 

Ravenswood School.  Tickets $40 pp at the door. 
 
- Last Night of the Proms (afternoon) on Sunday 9 August at 2pm with the 

Willoughby Symphony Orchestra and Choir.  We have reserved 25 seats in the 
Dress Circle (stalls are fully booked) at $69 pp.  Could those who have expressed 

interest please confirm their attendance either at the April meeting or by email to 
Andrew.  Payment is not due until July.  We will also have a wait list at the 
meeting. 

 
 - A Take on Dave Brubek on Thursday 15 October at 7.30pm at the Concourse 

Chatswood.  This is one of the popular Jazz at the Lounge programs and features 
Simon Tedeschi (piano), Paul Cutlan (sax) and Cameron Undy (bass).  Seniors 
tickets $47 pp. Due to high demand we would like to make a booking as soon as 
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possible.  Could you please confirm your interest either at the April meeting or by 
email to Andrew.      
 

Convenor:  Joan Walsh  
Support:    Andrew Mackenzie  

 

Social Games 
 
We meet on Wednesdays 1pm-3pm during school terms.  We regularly have four 
tables playing Bridge but would like to start up a table playing Mahjong.  If you 
would like to join us playing Mahjong please let me know.  We are a non-

competitive group who play 'just for the fun of it’ and welcome any standard but it 
is beneficial to have had Bridge or Mahjong lessons.  We bring our mugs and 

make a donation of $2.00 to the church for afternoon tea and the use of facilities.   
 
Convenor: Maz Berry  

 

Technology Help 
 

Throughout April, we’ll continue our regular discussions and also dive into using 
your phone as a camera. We’ll be highlighting Google Photos and showing how its 

editing and organising tools can help you get the most out of your pictures. 
 
Sessions are at 10am in the Computer Pals Room at the rear of East Lindfield 

Community Hall.  Contact John Cameron for more details or to be added to the 
mailing list. 

 
Convenors:  John Cameron                               
                   Ian Waters    

Theatre 

This month our group of 12 spent a wonderful afternoon at Pretty Woman. 
Great happy music, excellent acting and a truly memorable finale of energetic 

dancing and singing in which we all joined. We all went home on a high. 
 

For future months I have made two holding reservations of 20 each at the Theatre 
Royal. These numbers can be added to or subtracted from but Group Bookings are 
again already very heavy. 

 
Hair  Wednesday 24 June at 1pm. Group Concession Price $70. 

 
I really look forward to reliving our youthful days with a big group of you all 
enjoying ‘Aquarius’, ‘Good Morning Starshine’,  ‘I Got Life’, ‘Let The Sunshine In’, 

and of course ‘Hair’.  The Theatre Royal is required to advise all participants that 
there is a full frontal at the end of Act 1. 

 
Fiddler On The Roof  Wednesday 26 August at 1pm. Group Concession Price 
$84.  This is one of the greatest musicals of all time and a production not to be 

missed this time round. 
 

Now that you have definite dates, please tick your names on my lists at the 
Activities Desk at our April meeting. 
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Several members who were not at our March meeting still need to collect their 
tickets to Cluedo from me at the April meeting as it’s on April 29. Please 
remember to do this and PLEASE all 49 of you remember to bring your tickets to 

the theatre. 
 

We did not reach the minimum 20 for Anastasia so sorry to those who wanted to 
go but Ticketmaster is inflexible. 
 

Convenor: Pat Nosworthy    

 
Two Dollars Fifty Club ($2.50) 

 

On Friday 13 March, despite the weather looking a little dodgy at the beginning of 
the day, 25 of our members participated in our $2.50 excursion by B-Line bus 
from Wynyard to Narrabeen. Even though many of us have travelled the bus route 
by car, the view from the top deck of the bus was totally different and allowed us 

to view the scenery from a different perspective.  

The trip from Wynyard to Narrabeen took just under 50 minutes after which we 
took the obligatory group photo before making our way to H2O, our preferred 

dining choice. The staff at the restaurant looked after us magnificently and the 
food was well-priced, beautifully presented, and of great quality and quantity. The 

general feeling of everyone attending was that H2O is highly recommended. After 
lunch some of our group did a scenic walk alongside the lagoon whilst the rest of 
the group caught the B-Line back to Wynyard and then the train home. What a 

great service the B-Line is with buses running at least every 10 minutes. Looks 
like Sydney's public transport system scored another 10 out of 10 !!! 
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Convenors:  Phil Lewis  
                   Barb Mottram  

 

Walks 

 
Wollongong Foreshore Walk: Tuesday 21 April 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Associated with our Wollongong Tour, the Foreshore Walk follows the curve of the 
coastline from our accommodation at North Wollongong Beach to the historic 
Wollongong Harbour.  Further details have been provided to Tour participants. 

 
If you intend joining us, please add your name to the Booking Sheet at our April 

general meeting. 

 
Convenor: Ian Waters  rosevilleprobus.walks@gmail.com 
 
 

COMING UP 

mailto:rosevilleprobus.walks@gmail.com
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May Movies: 1 May, ‘The Devil Wears Prada 2’ 

May Music Interest: 20 May, ‘An Evening with Rodgers & Hammerstein’  

May Club Outing: 29 May, Dangar Island 

November Tours: 16–20 November, Kangaroo Island/Coorong Tour    

 
The Roseville Probus Calendar is another useful planning resource.  To access the 

Calendar, simply google Roseville Probus Calendar.  The Calendar is updated 
regularly.  
 

    REMINDERS 
 

Probus “Active Retirees” magazine: 
The Probus “Active Retirees” magazine is part of our membership benefits and is 

distributed in electronic form.  If you wish to receive your complimentary  
subscription, please click on the following link. 
 https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/about_active_retirees_digital_subscri

ptions 
 

Probus Travel Insurance and new Travel Handbook:  
Probus South Pacific Limited (PSPL) has produced a new Travel Handbook 
designed to assist Tour Officers with planning.  A digital copy is available for 

anyone interested at https://issuu.com/monikap-
probussouthpacific/docs/travel_handbook_march_2022_-_final 

PSPL has also reminded clubs that it offers a range of travel insurance policies in 
partnership with Allianz Global Assistance.  Details are available at the PSPL 
website https://probussouthpacific.org  

 

Registration at Meetings: 
When you collect your badge at the front desk please make sure that your name 

has been marked off the roll. We need to keep accurate attendance figures for 
Probus insurance purposes. 
 

 
Other Reminders: 

 
• Please remember to wear your Probus badge (the one you have at home) 

when attending activities e.g., Walks, Movies, Meet n Eat etc. 

 
• If you know any sick or bereaved member who might appreciate contact, 

please let our welfare officers know. See next page under Support for 

contact details.  

 

• Your newsletter is only as good as the contributions received. We welcome 

anything short and of general interest to our members. We do not accept 

commercial advertisements. Interest Group notices need to be short and to 

the point. Photos of Interest Groups or activities or tours, with a short 

description, are especially appreciated. Newsletter deadline: 3rd 

Wednesday of the month to rosevilleprobus.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

• To see our Club diary of events, go to our website 

www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville then press Control and click 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/about_active_retirees_digital_subscriptions
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/about_active_retirees_digital_subscriptions
https://issuu.com/monikap-probussouthpacific/docs/travel_handbook_march_2022_-_final
https://issuu.com/monikap-probussouthpacific/docs/travel_handbook_march_2022_-_final
https://probussouthpacific.org/
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville
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on Calendar on the right-hand side. You can also access our website by 

putting ‘Roseville Probus’ into Google or another search engine. 

 

• Roseville Probus has a Facebook group that you might like to join. This is a 

private group restricted to members only. Contact John Cameron who can add 

you to the group. 

Management Committee 

Removed in Web Version 

Support  
 

Removed in Web Version 

Interest Group Convenors 

Removed in Web Version 

 
 

 
 

 

Reminder re paying for tours, activities or annual subscriptions 
 

By Direct Deposit: to the Roseville Probus Club Incorporated  
BSB 633 000 Account number xxxxxxx.  
Please ensure you identify yourself/yourselves and the event when paying (eg 

John Smith ZigZag).  
 

By cheque or cash: Please put it in an envelope with your name on the front 
and what it’s for. Cheques are to be made out to Roseville Probus Club Inc.  
When paying for a tour, activity or interest group event, please email the 

relevant convenor to say you have paid. Thank you! That will make it much 

easier to keep track of payments.  


