Roseville Probus Club Inc
Newsletter: Christmas 2025/January 2026

About our
Club

We meet on
the 1t Monday
of the month
from 10am to
12 m/d except
on public
holidays and in
December. We

President’s message:

It's hard to believe but we are coming

meet at the to
Roseville . .
Unitina Church the end of another calendar year and an action packed Roseville
hnIII |r;g L ugc Probus agenda for 2025! Your newsletter editor, Sue, is taking a
S? ! ta or break as we always do, so this is our combined December-
R ree .’” January edition. There is a bumper crop of reports from various
osevilie. activities over October and November so please enjoy either
catching up or reminiscing!
Postal
chéc;é’is;é PO Thank you to all our willing contributors who make the activities,
! interest groups and machinery of Roseville Probus work so
Roseville,
smoothly.
NSW, 2069

Our End of Year dinner replaced the December general meeting

Click here for and it was great to see so many of you there. We will be back

Roseville to regular face to face monthly meetings from January.
Probus Whatever you are doing and wherever you will be over the
Website Christmas and New Year holidays, enjoy the festivities, stay safe

and well, and come back ready for more fun and fellowship with
Club number: Probus friends.
29004259
Merry Christmas!

Helen Jagger

Diary reminders for January

N.B. Please email apologies for absences at meetings to the Membership Secretary at
rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com. It is the responsibility of the Membership
Secretary to keep a record of attendance at meetings. Monthly meeting: Monday
5 January

Movies: Friday 2 January ‘The Choral’

Weekly events: Monday - Coffee Club (except when there are other club wide
activities);
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Tuesday - Bowls; Wed- Bridge and other games; Friday -
Technology Help Monthly events: 4% Tuesday Book Club; 4% Thursday Book Club

January General Meeting

Monday 5 January

GUEST SPEAKER: John Cameron

John will give us an update on AI and how it will affect us.

Attendance at General Meetings
Please remember to bring your cup to assist the catering group.

The Club Constitution, Section 3.i states that ‘Membership of this club
shall be contingent upon regular attendance at meetings of not less than
50 per cent in any club year, subject to leave of absence in cases of
sickness or on any other reasonable grounds’.

Updates to contact details

To ensure our database is as up to date as possible our Membership
Officer, Julie Dunn, would like all members to notify her by email
rosevilleprobus.membership@gmail.com with any updates to contact
details (home addresses, email addresses, phone numbers) as any
changes occur.

Birthdays

Happy Birthday to the following members who are celebrating in
December and January:

December: Alison Battersby, Carole Blackman, Alex Fairley, Margaret
Falconer, Malcolm Fisher, Noelene Fritschy, Pam Goldsmith, Phil Lewis,
Ken McArthur, Lyn McArthur, Simone Turner, Frank Windeyer.
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January: Yvonne Bartels, John Cameron, Susan Clift, Sue Irving, Ian
Jagger, Helen James, Hilary Larcombe, Ro Symons.

Club Outings

Payment arrangements for outings, tours etc are located at the end of
the Newsletter

End of Year Dinner - Monday 1 December

I hope you all had a great night - not hot and not too cold. It was lovely
to be on the terrace even if it was cut short because of a light sprinkle of
rain. Feedback on our meals has been positive, and to arrive on hot
plates - top marks there!

Now, something for our 2026 diary: Wednesday 4 March, a tour of the
new Fish Markets. It is with OnCourse Tours so bus there and back. More
information at January’s general meeting.
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Convenor: Lynne Fairley rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com

Support: Helen Humphreys rosevilleprobus.activities@gmail.com

Tours

Broken Hill Tour 23-27 October

An enthusiastic group of 28 adventurers flew to the legendary outback
city of Broken Hill, immersing themselves over five days in its rich mining
history, vibrant artistic community and a cast of colourful characters.

Our journey began at the Line of Lode
Miners Memorial, perched atop the
monumental slag heap that sits in the
heart of the city. The memorial pays
tribute to the more than 800 miners
who sacrificed their lives working in the
mines.
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At the Broken Hill Mining Museum and White’s Mineral Art we walked
through a replica mining stope (the excavation required to remove ore).
Also located here is the world’s largest collection of mineral art,
masterfully crafted by Kevin White from pulverised coloured minerals.
Somewhat incongruously, Betty White’s collection of over 1000 dolls and
bears is also housed in the museum.

A scenic day trip to the river town of
Menindee, once a bustling port on the
Darling River, took us cruising through
the wetlands of the Menindee Lakes
aboard the River Lady. Morning tea was
beside the river right next to a historic
Burke and Wills campsite. There was
some consternation when a large green
tree frog was discovered in the bowl of
the ladies toilet.
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Lunch at Maidens Hotel, the second oldest pub in NSW, was followed by a
visit to the historic Kinchega Woolshed. Built in 1875, this massive
shearing shed echoes tales of early pastoral life.
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Our day concluded with a tour and meal at the
Palace Hotel, famed for its starring role in
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert. It proved to be the
Sistine Chapel of Broken Hill, with its inside walls
and ceilings covered by Renaissanceinspired art
and fantasy Australian landscape murals, all
painted by indigenous artist Gordon Waye. The
game of two-up is legal in Broken Hill, and a few

of the group stayed on after dinner to try their
luck.

PERMITTED
4 “upsTAIRS
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Another memorable evening led us to the
highest hilltop in the Living Desert
Reserve to take in the 360-degree views
and enjoy the sunset. Strong winds and
an approaching dust storm made the
viewing and drinks with canapes
somewhat of a challenge, so much so that
half the group had decamped to our
coach before dusk.
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On the Silverton Road, renowned for
its 39 dips, we travelled to the once
prosperous silver mining boomtown,
with a former population of over
3000, but now virtually a ghost town
of only 51 inhabitants. Silverton has
been the location for many films,
including Mad Max 2 with its props
and derelict monster cars strewn
around the town.
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We tasted more of the Broken
Hill Artback, visiting the Pro
Hart Gallery and the Big Picture,
.~ the world’s largest acrylic
painting on canvas, as well as
= the City Art Gallery showcasing
an incredible collection of
colonial and contemporary
painting.

Before catching our flight home, we explored the recently opened Royal
Flying

Doctor Service facility, housed in an old Australian National Airways
hangar at Broken Hill airport. There we learnt the history of the RFDS
over its almost 100 years, and heard compelling stories from outback
residents grateful for the lifesaving help they had received.

Our expert driver/guides, Donald and Paul, both former miners and true
outback characters, enriched our adventure with colourful commentary in
their distinctive local lingo.

A heartful thanks to Ian for his meticulous planning, which resulted in a
very successful tour that left all participants with cherished memories and
a deeper appreciation for the rugged beauty and history of Broken Hill.

Helen Humphreys/Tricia Waters

Kangaroo Island/Coorong Tour: 16 — 20 November 2026

Our major tour next year is to Kangaroo Island and the Coorong in South
Australia. Kangaroo Island boasts fascinating wildlife, spectacular coastal
scenery, stunning landscapes and unique local produce. Flying to
Adelaide and back, we travel by coach and ferry to the Island, staying in
the largest town, Kingscote, for three nights. Over the ensuing two days
we visit the island’s major attractions, touring by coach. After returning
to the mainland, we spend one night in Victor Harbor and cruise the
wetland wilderness of the Coorong National Park, reaching the mouth of
the Murray River.

The cost of the five-day tour is dependent on numbers and also airfares
next year). An indicative cost is $2,700 pp twin share.
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We have had a tremendous response to the call for expressions of
interest and now have a waitlist. If you are newly interested, you can
add your name to the waitlist by responding to the email below or by
adding your name to the waitlist on the Activities Desk at our January
general meeting. Once we can finalise details, a tour flyer with more
information and full costings will be available.

Wollongong Tour 20 - 21 April 2026

Our short tour in 2026 is to the Illawarra for an overnight stay on Monday
20 April at the renowned Novotel Northbeach in Wollongong. This hotel,
as well as being located right on the beach, is close to many of
Wollongong'’s attractions.

After checking in there is an opportunity to explore the city. We then
have dinner at the Novotel in our own private function room overlooking
the beach - canapes, main course and dessert with drinks. Also included
on the next morning is a full buffet breakfast. There will be an
opportunity to work off all this feasting in a group coastal walk from the
hotel.

Travel to the hotel is either by car, or by train and free city bus. The fare
from Roseville is a very reasonable $2.50 for seniors.

The cost of the tour is $285 pp twin share or $395 single. An additional
night is available for $145 pp twin share or $255 single. Full payment is
due by 2 February.

To express your interest please respond by email to the address below or
add your name to the Booking Sheet on the Activities Desk at our next
meeting in January.

Convenor: Ian Waters rosevilleprobus.tours@gmail.com

Interest Groups

If you wish to join in any activities, contact the convenor and ask to
be added to the Interest Group mailing list. If your interest is not
here, see anyone on the Committee about starting a new group.

Art Interest Group

The final outing for the year ended on a high note. Our guided tour of
'Dangerously Modern' was outstanding. Our guide, Catherine, really
brought the paintings to life with her background knowledge of the artists
and the society at the time they were painting.

Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose.
p. 10



Convenors: Tricia Waters
Lyn McArthur

Book Clubs
The Tuesday Book Club

When our Tuesday Book Club met on 25 November, we all contributed the
book or books we had enjoyed in our personal reading.

These are the books that were mentioned: ‘The Names’ by Florence
Knapp, ‘The

Peak’ by Sam Guthrie, ‘The Darkest Evening’ (Vera series) by Ann
Cleeves, ‘The

Figurine’ by Victoria Hislop, #7 in the ‘Seven Sisters’ series by Lucinda
Riley,

‘Travelling to Tomorrow’ by Yves Rees, ‘Dear Parents’ by Gabbie Stroud,
‘The
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Housemaid’ by Freida McFadden, ‘The Impossible Fortune’ by Richard
Oscan, ‘Always Home, Always Homesick’ by Hannah Kent, ‘Legacy’ by
Chris Hammer and ‘Paris Exit’ by Patrick DeWitt.

We all really enjoyed sharing our reading and will certainly do it again
next year.

The Thursday Book Club

Our November book, ‘'The Nowhere Child’ by Christian White, was rated
7. Our next meeting is 22 January, our book ‘The Personal Librarian’ by
Marie Benedict.

Tuesday Book Club Convenor: Lorraine Fitzgerald
Thursday Book Club Convenor: Simone Turner

Bowls

We meet every Tuesday morning at 10am at the Lindfield Rollers Bowling
Club in Carlyle Rd, East Lindfield. We are always looking at bolstering our
numbers and encourage others to join us for a little low impact outdoor
activity. No need to book in, just turn up. Please wear flat soled shoes
and bring a hat; no bowling experience is required. You can borrow bowls
from the club and will be given a bit of basic tuition to get you started.
We play for about an hour and then re-convene to Duke’s Green Café for
a well-deserved coffee/milkshake. Our group will be having our end of
year celebratory lunch at a Chinese Restaurant in St Leonards on
Tuesday, 16 December (so no bowls that day).

Convenors: Phil Lewis
Chic Strachan

Coffee Club

Our coffee club continues to meet every Monday morning at 10am
(unless there is a club-wide activity scheduled), at Duke's Green Cafe,
East Lindfield. It's a great way to start off your week. We usually chat
and enjoy each other’s company for about an hour before we move on to
the rest of our day. No need to book in, just turn up and join in the
discussions. You never know which of the world’s problems we will be
solving from one day to the next.
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Convenors: Phil Lewis John Cameron

Cycology Group
We had a very enjoyable ride in November along the Botany Bay
foreshore bike path. The plan for December is a ride along the
Narrabeen Lake cycle paths. Meet at 10 am on 9 December in the car
park at the eastern/beach end of Lake Park Road.

Convenor: Michael Shepherd

Gardens
The Garden Group will resume in 2026.

Convenors: Gillian Stegmann  Bruce Strachan

Meet and Eat

The sixteen of us who attended the dinner at Lillah’s Middle Eastern
Restaurant, Lane Cove on 5 November, enjoyed a delicious meal and
another convivial evening. The food was plentiful, the decor attractive,
the service excellent and all agreed it is a venue to be recommended.

‘What next?’, you ask. Watch this space!
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Convenors: Yvonne Bartels
Colleen Harrison

Movies
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For those of you not going away over the New
Year period, you may like to join us for this
-~ wonderful film which is proving a very popular
hit with audiences at the current British Film
Festival. Set in 1916, a small town in northern
England is losing its men as they are drafted to
the Western Front, and the local choral society
faces collapse. In desperation they turn to a
choir master recently returned from Germany to
rebuild their ranks by recruiting adolescents.
Facing suspicion due to his German links, Dr
Guthrie has to push the choir to performance
level, and the town and its youngsters have to

> S face change, love and loss amidst national
tension. ertten by Alan Bennet, ‘The Choral’ stars Ralph Fiennes and
celebrates the power of music and singing together to help raise the
spirits of a community in wartime.

We will be going to see this film on Friday 2 January, and screening time
will be emailed during the last few days of December.

Convenor: Catherine Barker

Social Games

We meet on Wednesdays 1pm-3pm during school terms. We regularly
have four tables playing Bridge but would like to start up a table playing
Mahjong. If you would like to join us playing Mahjong please let me
know. We are a noncompetitive group who play 'just for the fun of it" and
welcome any standard but it is beneficial to have had Bridge or Mahjong
lessons. We bring our mugs and make a donation of $2.00 to the church
for afternoon tea and the use of facilities.

Convenor: Maz Berry

Two Dollars Fifty Club ($2.50)

Melbourne Cup

24 of our members attended our special Melbourne Cup event at Duke’s
Green café on the afternoon of Tuesday 4 November. Wally provided us
with a great array of finger food (many of us took home doggy bags) and
we all bought sweep tickets so that we could cheer on our horses as we
watched the race on the large TV that was set up just for us. It was a
great fun day, enjoyed by everyone.
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$2.50 Trip to Mosman Rowers Club

40 of our members joined in on this wonderful excursion by train and
ferry to Mosman Bay. We were blessed with picture perfect weather on
the day. After alighting from the ferry, Dick Kell entertained us all with his
amusing (and true) tale about Mosman, Mazerati, Mafia, Murder(?) and
Muriel’'s Wedding. We then made our way to the Mosman Rowers Club
where we had wonderful seating set aside for us with a view out to the
bay. We each ordered our lunch from the Club’s extensive menu and were
surprised how good (and big) the meals were. After lunch some of us did
the short (slightly challenging) walk to the Old Cremorne Wharf whilst the
others made their way back (on the flat pathway) to the wharf that we
arrived at. From here we made the return trip across the harbour back to
Circular Quay and then the train home. Thanks to both Dick Kell and Barb
Mottram who sorted out the arrangements for this excursion.
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Trivia Night

36 of our members participated in our Trivia Night on Friday 21
November which was held at Lindfield Rollers Bowling Club. It was a
great fun night with lots of laughs, interesting questions and enjoyed by
everyone. Throughout the evening we were able to feast on the
wonderful supper that everyone contributed to. Our thanks go to our
committee who funded the cost of prizes for the winning teams, the
Bowling Club for making the venue available, and also to our Quiz Master,
Phil Lewis.

Convenors: Phil Lewis
Barb Mottram

Technology Help

We will be having a break over the holiday season, recommencing
Friday 30 January. Contact John Cameron for more details or to be
added to the mailing list.

Convenors: John Cameron _lan Waters

Theatre

I have received several emails from various companies offering Priority
Booking details for their upcoming shows in 2026, so at our next couple
of meetings I will be seeking expressions of interest for two shows at our
favourite Theatre Royal: one musical and one play.
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The musical is ‘Pretty Woman’ which started in late November and has
now been extended to April, so we should be able to go in February or
March. I know many of you are familiar with the songs and the story but
if not, the details are on the Theatre Royal website.

The play is ‘Cluedo’ which is the ultimate whodunnit that will keep us
guessing until the final twist; it starts in April.

Also in April another well-loved musical ‘Anastasia’ is coming to the Lyric
Theatre. It's inspired by the beloved film and has had rave reviews
everywhere it's been so far. We haven’t been to the Lyric as a group
together so that too would be a nice new experience for us all. I think
we’d aim for June for that one and I think we’ll need at least 20 at the
Lyric, whereas we can have from 8+ at the Theatre Royal.

I look forward to enjoying all of our Theatre visits together in 2026.

Convenor: Pat Nosworthy

Walks

Repeat Mosman Bay to North Sydney Walk: 10 November

Our first walk was very popular and oversubscribed, and was repeated in
November for those who missed out.
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Convenor: Ian Waters rosevilleprobus.walks@gmail.com

COMING UP IN 2026

March Club Outings: 4 March, tour of the new Sydney Fish Markets
April Tours: 20-21 April, Wollongong Tour
November Tours: 16-20 November, Kangaroo Island/Coorong Tour

The Roseville Probus Calendar is another useful planning resource. To
access the Calendar, simply google Roseville Probus Calendar. The
Calendar is updated regularly.

Reminders

Probus “Active Retirees” magazine:

The Probus “Active Retirees” magazine is part of our membership benefits
and is distributed in electronic form. If you wish to receive your
complimentary subscription, please click on the following link.

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/about active retirees digital sub
scri ptions

Probus Travel Insurance and new Travel Handbook:

Probus South Pacific Limited (PSPL) has produced a new Travel Handbook
designed to assist Tour Officers with planning. A digital copy is available
for

anyone interested at https://issuu.com/monikap-
probussouthpacific/docs/travel handbook march 2022 - final

PSPL has also reminded clubs that it offers a range of travel insurance
policies in partnership with Allianz Global Assistance. Details are
available at the PSPL website https://probussouthpacific.org

Registration at Meetings:

When you collect your badge at the front desk please make sure that your
name has been marked off the roll. We need to keep accurate attendance
figures for Probus insurance purposes.

Other Reminders:
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+ Please remember to wear your Probus badge (the one you have at
home) when attending activities e.g., Walks, Movies, Meet n Eat etc.

« If you know any sick or bereaved member who might appreciate
contact, please let our welfare officers know. See next page under
Support for contact details.

* Your newsletter is only as good as the contributions received. We
welcome anything short and of general interest to our members. We
do not accept commercial advertisements. Interest Group notices
need to be short and to the point. Photos of Interest Groups or
activities or tours, with a short description, are especially appreciated.
Newsletter deadline: 3rd
Wednesday of the month to rosevilleprobus.newsletter@gmail.com

« To see our Club diary of events, go to our website
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/roseville then press Control
and click on Calendar on the right-hand side. You can also access our
website by putting ‘Roseville Probus’ into Google or another search
engine.

« Roseville Probus has a Facebook group that you might like to join. This
is a private group restricted to members only. Contact John Cameron
who can add you to the group.

Management Committee

Removed in web version

Support

Removed in web version

Reminder re paying for tours, activities or annual subscriptions

By Direct Deposit: to the Roseville Probus Club Incorporated BSB

633 000 Account number 165123928.

Please ensure you identify yourself/yourselves and the event when paying (eg
John Smith ZigZag).

By cheque or cash: Please put it in an envelope with your name on the front
and what it's for. Cheques are to be made out to Roseville Probus Club Inc.
When paying for a tour, activity or interest group event, please email the
relevant convenor to say you have paid. Thank you! That will make it much
easier to keep track of payments.
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