
Minutes General Meeting
Minto Probus Club 

West League Club 21.11.23
Meeting Open: 10:00am
Welcome and Housekeeping: President Cheryl Dean welcomed Visitors and members. She 
reminded them to put their phones on silent and in an emergency, please exit quietly and do 
not use the lift. This is the last meeting of this year. For December, we will have a BBQ picnic 
instead of a meeting.
Apologies from Members: 18
Present Members: 57 Visitors: 2 Total Present: 59
Previous Minutes:  Moved:   Jenny Boswerger                        Seconded:   Jeanette Howlett
Business Arising from Minutes: None

Secretary’s Correspondence for October – November: Meenu Madhok
1. Received October – November issue of Active Retirees Magazine from Probus South Pacific 

Limited (PSPL)
2. Received an email from Probus South Pacific Limited (PSPL) Chairman, Michael Ransom. He has 

updated us on the recent initiatives taken by PSPL:
 PSPL will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in New Zealand in Nov. 2024 and 

in Australia in 2026.
 Club Constitution Review has been proposed by PSPL.
 They have shared a TV commercial about Probus, to help Probus clubs attract new 

members.
Coordinator’s Report:

1.   Treasurer’s Report: Lesley Gray
Balance in the main account: $2,546.01
Details of the full Treasurer Report is on the Web page.

2. Membership: Sandie Fuller:
Total Members: Club’s membership stands at 107.
Sandie and Cheryl Dean welcomed new members and handed them their membership cards 
and badges/ welcome pack. She reminded members to do online apologies or report at the 
front desk. Today at the meeting, Sandie Fuller has resigned as a membership officer.

3. Webpage  Coordinator  Report  for  October  -  November:  Peter  Alden:  Peter  had  sent  his
apology. Peter’s report was presented by the secretary, Meenu Madhok: 

1. Photos of the Melbourne Cup event is now in the photo’s gallery.
2. Photos  of  the  October  meeting  as  well  as  Molly’s  poem are  also  in  the  photo’s

gallery.
3. New events calendar is now available for sign up on the Web page.
4. Treasure’s October’s report and Minutes are on the webpage.
5. The New Event’s calendar on the web page now has Kerry Walsh’s contact details

alongside of Linda’s contact details. (See in red at the bottom of the calendar)
6. Online apology procedure was demonstrated on the screen.

4. Welfare Coordinator: Christine Moore
Read  out  November  and  December  Birthdays.  She  will  be  making  phone  calls  to  Vicki
McSherry and Les Bailey. She also reminded members to inform her if anyone needs a call
or a card.
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5. Guest Speakers Coordinator’s: Robyn Fulham:
She Informed members about today’s meeting guest speaker Mark Hughes. 
January 2024 guest speaker is, Nicki James from Campbelltown Town Hall Theatre Group. She 
will be giving us some history of our wonderful Town Hall Theatre and information about the 
theatre group’s activities.
February 2024 guest speaker is, Paul Naidoo who is going to speak about his experiences of life 
under Apartheid. He is a psychologist who studied and lived in South Africa for 20 years. He has 
suggested that if anyone has any questions they would like to ask him, they could tell Robyn 
and she can pass them on to him so he can tailor his talk more for the members.

At  the  meeting  Robyn  presented  Kathie  Taylor  with  the  gift  of  appreciation  for  doing  an
excellent job for organising a trip to Marimbula, Sapphire Coast in October this year.

6. Event Coordinators: Linda Reetz, Kerry Walsh, and Kathie Taylor:
Linda: Linda spoke about October events which were enjoyed by the members.
She has proposed to start a Book Exchange program for our meeting days from next year. 

 Annual BBQ is at the Mt Annan Botanical Garden, on 19th December.
For Members, BBQ lunch will be free but for Non-Members and children, there will be a
small cost for the BBQ lunch, $3.00/ person and $5.00 for two people or a couple.

She has planned next year’s events calendar till April 2024. It is available on the webpage.
Members were reminded to start making advance payments for the next year’s shows. In
case of cancellations, Linda will try her best to find replacements or give a refund if possible.
Kerry  Walsh:  She  handed  out  tickets  for  “Our  Christmas  favourites”.  Kerry  is  planning
bookings  for  the next year’s  concerts and shows and would like to know expression of
interests ASAP, at least 8 names/show are needed to book a show. Please call  Kerry for
expression of interest ASAP for next year’s bookings.

Kathie Taylor: Kathie reminded members for 28th November tour to “Garden of Friendship”.
Cost for the entry is $8.00/ person for senior’s concession ticket and $12.00/ person for
non-concession people. For details, please check the event calendar.
Kathie Taylor reported accidents of two members at the bus trip to The Sapphire Coast in
October this year. She has emailed two incident reports to the Secretary to be filed for club
records.
Reports:               Moved:   Judey Bailey                                                   `Seconded:   Gloria Bates

7. General Business – President Cheryl Dean, addressed the following matters at the meeting to
get approval from the members:

 Review of Club’s Constitution as proposed by Probus South Pacific Limited.
Cheryl explained that PSPL has proposed a review to the constitution to give clubs more 
flexibility in making decisions. Committee members had looked at these initial proposals 
and should any club member wish to review proposed changes please contact Meenu or
Cheryl for a copy.
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PSPL will provide a copy of the proposed new constitution and standing regulations for 
member’s approval at the appropriate general meeting.

 Change of Financial year dates recorded in our current constitution.
Cheryl explained that in our existing constitution, the financial year is recorded as  
 January – December. Whereas from the last 5 years we have been using financial year 
from March -February. While this change will be addressed in the new constitution to be
proposed member’s confirmation was sought to continue with March to February for 
the 2023 financial year. Members’s approval was obtained by show of hands.

 Audit by an Internal Auditor.
 In terms of the current constitution an auditor is required to oversee financial records. 

Subject to members approval it has therefore been decided to appoint an internal 
auditor. Our member Mickie Morrisson was asked to undertake this role for Minto 
Probus. Mickie while not a registered auditor has vast knowledge in the financial field 
and has previous auditing experience. She will not be involved in the day-to-day 
operations but will offer her knowledge when required and will review annual financials.
A show of hands was sought, and members approval obtained.

Lucky Door Prize: $25.00 Voucher: Stephen Meyers, 2nd – Carol Tickel, 3rd- Jeanette Koelmeyer 
Tanya Curran: She reminded members that volunteers are needed to wrap Xmas gifts for Kids
of  Macarthur health  foundation for  a  gold  coin  donation.  Places  are  available  for  12 th

December and 20th December. Please see Tanya to put your names down.
Morning Tea Break:  11.00am 
Guest Speaker: 11.30 am – 12.00pm. Mark Hughes, a retired Rugby League Player, businessman
and participant in children charities gave an interesting presentation.
Meeting Close: 12:00 noon
There will be no General meeting in December 2023, instead we will have a BBQ picnic at 
Mount Annan Botanical Gardens, in Banksia area on 19th December 2023 at 10.30 am.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
And see you back for our January Meeting on: 16  th   January 2024

*****
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