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NORFOLK ISLAND TOUR 

Wataweih (Hello) from the pristine, unspoilt beauty of Norfolk Island 

This tiny sub-tropical land mass is an oasis in the South Pacific Ocean, boasts lush tropical 

greenery as well as an enchanting, idyllic lifestyle and is steeped in so much history. It has a 

population of approximately 1800, and 7000 cars. The island is roughly 8km long, 5km 

wide and comprise an area of 3500ha. There are no traffic lights, and cows have right of 

way, not cars! Whilst English is widely spoken, many speak a quaint and unique language, 

very aptly termed Norf’k, and which is now recognised by UNESCO as a language in its own 

right. 

I was privileged and very appreciative of the invitation to participate in this adventure with 

members of Ringwood Clocktower and Croydon Park Probus Clubs. This provided an 

opportunity to renew friendship with members from previous TT tours. as well as establish 

new ones. 

Our accommodation at the South Pacific Resort Hotel was very comfortable, with the 

added bonus of being within walking distance to the town centre. A buffet breakfast was 

provided daily, and we had 2 sumptuous dinners at the resort. The resort staff were very 

friendly, helpful and accommodating. 

Some of the highlights of Norfolk hospitality included a Sunset BBQ Dinner, the 

Commandants’ Dinner (where a cast of actors enthralled us with a re-enactment of convict 

history, and provided an insight into how the Commandants and their families managed to 

adapt to life in a penal colony). A Taste of Norfolk tour gave an insight into the honey, beef 

and dairy enterprises to provide these items for the local market. 

Due to a sudden, unforeseen change to our group dynamics, the much anticipated  

Progressive Dinner to Island Homes was, regrettably, cancelled. However, the Breakfast 

Bushwalk, the Island Fish Fry and the High Tea Style Lunch made up for this! At the Fish Fry, 

we were treated to Polynesian fare, as well as entertained by a local singer and Tahitian 

dancers. Our High Tea was served under marquees on immaculate lawns and overlooking 

breathtaking views from a clifftop – we were served a tantalising selection of savoury and 

sweet tempters, followed by a tasting of liqueurs. 

We also visited the home of the late Dr Colleen McCullough, and viewed a wonderful & 

priceless collection of artefacts from all over the world. The Gardeners Delight Tour 

provided a wondrous stroll through several market gardens and orchards. 

A late evening audio re-enactment of The Untold Story gave an in-depth account of how 

194 descendants from The Bounty arrived on Norfolk from Pitcairn Island, and how they 

adapted to their new life in the abandoned penal settlement.  



We were also briefed on how Norfolk Island deals with waste management – there is no 

waste collection service like what is available to us on the mainland. Hence, the island has 

to come up with sustainable practices to manage organic waste, and to process other 

wastes into useful products and materials, as well as introduce measures to curb the 

amount of landfill. A brief stop at the Bureau of Meteorology saw a weather balloon being 

launched – the hydrogen required for this process came from electrolysis of pure water; 

however, the other by-product, oxygen, was just released into the atmosphere and not 

harnessed for any commercial use. 

If the small sample of people we came into contact with is anything to go by, talent must 

abound on Norfolk Island. One of the coach drivers/guides is the organist for various 

church services, whilst the other is into theatre and regularly participates in the 

Commandants’ Dinner. And the resident BOM technician is an accomplished self-taught 

artist and co-owns Norfolk Art with his wife! 

All in all, I experienced a wonderful insight and fun-filled adventure on this remote 

paradise of glorious sunsets. The recent screening of Ray Martin’s Norfolk Island 

documentary on Easter Sunday only served to highlight how much more there is to explore 

and experience on this beautiful island. Finally, if you have yet to experience a Trade Travel 

tour, I encourage you to pack your bags and jump aboard one of the myriad tours on offer. 

You will be truly well looked after from start to finish. 




