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 Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc.                                                                                               MAY 2024  

 
Hello Everyone, 

We are well into the month of May and as I sit to write this 

report the temperature is 15 degrees and the rain has 

started, I feel winter has already begun. 

The past four days I spent in sunny Warrnambool with our 

Probus members and friends. What a great time we had and 

the weather was just perfect.  

I really wish you were all able to be there, please think 

about coming on our next trip, maybe later this year.  

It’s so much fun sharing food, stories and lots of laughter 

during “ happy hour” before going off to a local venue for the evening meal. 

During the days we all go our separate ways but constantly run into each other, 

stop for coffee and cake before moving on again only to run into someone else, 

more coffee and cake and so it goes. Lots of fun, laughter and a great way to get to 

know and enjoy each others company. Friends are always welcome so if you are 

unsure about coming on your own, bring a friend and enjoy a happy few days 

together. 

My aim is to increase our membership by 20 members. 

The new “ motto” is “60 for 6”. Meaning 60 members by our 6th birthday in August. 

Let’s all invite someone to come along to a meeting and once they see what a good 

group we have, they will be eager to join. This goal should be easily achievable. 

                                                                                                                                                 .….continued overleaf 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

GENERAL MEETING :            Thursday May 23rd
 

TIME :             9:30 am for 10 o’ clock start.  

VENUE :                  New Hope Baptist Church, Blackburn North. 

SPEAKER :   
  Geoff Bransbury   

  travels in south america 
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continued from page 1  

I apologise for the lack of dates for the up coming functions in this news letter.  

Our trip to Warrnambool meant our committee meeting had to be delayed but I can 

assure you the ladies have been very busy and have come up with some interesting and 

different ideas.  

A big thank you to Val and Jan, these activities will be confirmed by email ASAP. 

Our April meeting was really special as our ANZAC display was so well received. 

Thank you to everyone who brought their precious articles to show and to those who 

spoke, very movingly, about their family members and what the day means to them.  

Every one remembers in their own way and I feel it is important we never forget the 

sacrifices that were made, that we may remain free. 

My own ANZAC day celebrations ( not 

really a good word) activities, were very 

memorable this year. 

I spent the day on a cruise ship 

anchored in Milne Bay, New Guinea, 

where some of the heaviest fighting to 

protect Australia during WW2 occurred. 

My late husband Harry was part of that 

defence, serving in the navy and 

manning outposts using Morse code to 

alert the authorities of incoming air 

planes. 

He was an 18 year old lad straight out of Scotch College, I could only imagine and 

wonder at the fear and awful living conditions he must have faced as a young boy in such 

a place. It was to honour him my sister and I decided to go there this year. 

The humidity was 98% and the temperature was around 32 the whole time we were 

there. I was very proud to be given the task of laying the wreath on behalf of the Navy 

during the dawn service on the boat. 

This was done on deck 12 in the infinity pool. The effect was just magical as the wreath 

appeared to float off into the ocean. A truly memorable moment indeed. The service was 

attended by approximately 500 passengers. 

Now that we are back in cold old Melbourne, let’s all “rug up” keep warm, avoid colds 

and flu and enjoy the good things that we all have. 

Anne.  x  Anne Carruthers 
President 
Probus Club of Kerrimuir 
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Last months’ speaker :        Michael Williams  

At our April meeting we welcomed Michael Williams, 

Anne's son in law as our speaker.  

Michael firstly spoke about the importance of Anzac 

Day, remembering the service of Anne's late husband Harry, who was honoured by America for the 

work he did for them.  

Michael described himself as an "Operator:"  He undertakes jobs requiring people with special 

skills anywhere in the world.  

He then proceeded to tell us about his pursuit of 

the infamous criminal Malcolm Naden, who was 

wanted for the alleged murder of two family 

members. Encountering Naden at the Western 

Plains Zoo, Dubbo NSW, Michael began the 

pursuit.  However, initially he didn't get any 

police help, as they believed that Naden had left 

the area. Michael firstly tried to starve Naden out by removing his food source  (outside bins). 

Michael had a break through when a cleaner  identified Naden. This bought the police into the 

picture and they began the operation . It was discovered that Naden was hiding in the roof of a hut 

on the property  

After years on the run, Malcolm Naden was arrested, and is now serving a life sentence at 

Goulburn Correctional Centre. NSW spent over $12,000,000 on the search for Naiden. He is said to 

the most wanted man since Ned Kelly  

Michael concluded the talk by praising people who the courage to stand up against evil, using as 

an example the Police Inspector who shot the killer in the recent incident at Bondi Junction.  

An extremely interesting presentation, enjoyed by us all.  

Thank you Michael! 

Channel & dramatised Malcolm Naden’s capture in  

MALCOLM NADEN: Australia’s Most Hunted  https://vimeo.com/189086540 

Report by Marg Paterson 

 Some of Michael’s ‘adventures stories’ are told in 

the two True Crime Fiction novels  featured here. 

Written by Mark Abernethy, a journalist and 

professional writer  

 The Contractor worked in domestic and foreign 

intelligence organisations before returning to his 

first trade as a builder. He now divides his time 

between building houses and taking private 

intelligence contracts. At Hell’s Gate is its sequel. 

https://vimeo.com/189086540
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ANZAC DAY TRIBUTES  25
th

 April 2024 

from Joan  Manshon 

At 6.00am on Anzac Day, 10 of us gathered outside 

my friend, Richard’s house with our candles and 

flags, to salute the Anzacs.  Richard read the Ode, 

and played the Last Post on his trumpet, and we all 

raised our voices in singing the National Anthem.  I 

had done a letterbox drop, so we had a few more attendees than usual.  One of my neighbours, a 

professional photographer, took photos with his special camera during the proceedings.  I was 

wondering how that would work, given that it was dark. 

Afterwards 3 of my friends came along to my home for a breakfast of home-made soup, toast and 

coffee.  They stayed till nearly 8.00am.  After that we went to Mass at St Philips, where we had a 

special Requiem Mass for the Anzacs.  We started with singing the National Anthems of both Australia 

and New Zealand, as our Priest, and also the Parish Secretary, are New Zealanders.  Our hymn during 

the Mass was, of course, Abide with me (5 verses). 

So, I really felt that I had remembered those who had fallen during the various wars, and the sacrifices 

and heartache endured by so many, to whom we owe the freedoms we enjoy today. 

We will remember them.  Lest we forget. 

Like all Kerrimuir Probus members, I was so fortunate to receive an invitation from Joan Manshon to a 
small, intensely-personal ANZAC remembrance ceremony conducted by her friend Richard and it proved 
to be one of the especially memorable highlights of my life as part of my local Blackburn North 
community. 

I showed up in front of Richard’s home in the early morning darkness on April 25 and was soon joined 
by 9 or 10 others.  We were all holding lighted candles; a couple of us held Australian flags and I had 
managed to light my two WWI trench lights which I placed on either side of the driveway.  It wasn’t 
long before Richard appeared on the dot of 6 a.m. and we gathered around while he intoned the Ode 
and we bowed our heads and stood for a minute’s silence which was then broken by Richard playing 
Reveille on his trumpet – so stirring in the gloom of the early-morning air.  Our lusty rendition of 
Advance Australia Fair followed and finally the haunting sounds of The Last Post ended our 10 minutes 
of remembrance and gratitude.   

Unfortunately, I couldn’t accept Joan’s kind offer to return to her nearby home for warming soup, toast 
and coffee as I was expecting a call from my son in New York, but I was happy to see everyone accept 
some of my home-made Anzac biscuits. 

Thank you, Joan, for your invitation to be part of this unique Anzac service – it enriched my soul and 
meant so much more to me than I would have expected.  I will be there again in 2025 with my flag, my 
candle, my trench lights, my Anzac biscuits and my memories of family members and others who 
sacrificed their lives or their good health to ensure our freedom. 
 

Lest we forget…… 

 

Val Evans 
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Thank you letter from Trauma Teddies 
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A candle decorating afternoon is planned. Cost $10 

per person. These are really beautiful so I’m sure you 

will all enjoy this fun day. Details will be sent via email. 

Movie day at Pinewood is 

being planned . 

Cost : $20 includes a basket 

lunch. Movie and details later. 

LUNCH  at Studley Park boat house. 

To be confirmed 

Movie day at Pinewood is 

being planned . 

Cost : $20 includes a basket 

lunch. Movie and details later. 

A visit to the Ambulance Museum  

in Bayswater,  followed by  

Lunch at nearby Montano. 

In the pipeline for May June 
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George Coppin’s Biographical Omission 
President, Carlton Football Club  1866 to 1872  

Marjorie sent me an amusing excerpt from Melbourne Punch (Vic.) 6 September 1877  

 for inclusion. I sourced the entire article  at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/174552204 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/174552204
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A FEW  WORDS OF WISDOM                    from Val Evans 


