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 Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc.                                                                                                     MAY  2026  

 
Hello Everyone,  

It looks like our Indian summer has left us and we are preparing for a 
cooler winter. I was having a short holiday in Marysville when we awoke 
to snow falling and it was quite thick on the ground, we thought we 
might not have been able to drive back home through the Black Spur but 
we made it without any mishaps. 

By the time you read this the build a hamburger day would have come 
and gone and I am sure it would have been a success, a big thank you to 
Val and Jan and especially Jan for hosting the day. I was really sorry that I 
was unable to attend. 
Our new venue seemed to please everyone and the Bowling club are very 
helpful in doing the set up for us which works very well. 
 Also, our speaker Robin Bowles was very interesting. Marg does a 
wonderful job in finding these people. 
I hope that you have put your name down to go to the Cherry Grove 

Retirement Village as we need at least 15 people so we receive the $500, and you get a lovely 
morning tea as well as a tour. There is no pressure at all to move in, it’s just interesting to 
have a look. 
I am sure Val and Jan have plenty of other outings planned in the future that we can all enjoy, 
and we also have quite a few shows at the Round to go to during the year. 
The Tram trip to IKEA on the 26th May sounds like a bit of fun and only costs you money if you 
want to purchase something useful, so please think about going as it is great to enjoy the 
company of others and the tram is so easy. 
I was sorry to hear that Marjorie and Susan Maher are in hospital. I hope they will be on the 
mend soon. 
All our thoughts are also with Bernadette at this very hard time for her, just know that we are 
here for you if you need anything. 

 Cheers  

Robyn  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 GENERAL MEETING :  Thursday May 28th
 

 TIME :   10:00 for an 10:30 am start. 

 VENUE :   Blackburn North Bowling Club 
93 Springfield Road Blackburn North   

SPEAKER :   
Lynne Tull  
Volunteering at Vinnies 

Robyn Howard 
President 
Probus Club of Kerrimuir 
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Help keep a homeless person warm this winter. More info  WINTER COATS 

 Off Your Back is a winter coat collection drive . Help keep a homeless person warm 

this winter by donating your surplus pre loved coats. 

Our local drop off centre for this initiative is . 

Bunnings Nunawading 
250 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading  |  9845 3900 
Drop off during Store Opening Hours to the box near the store greeter. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Hi Everyone  

Just a reminder to those members who have not yet renewed their 
membership fees for this financial year that payment is due by 31st May.  

Full Membership is $60 and Affiliate Membership is $20.  

Regards 

 Mark 

I was saddened to hear of the recent passing of  

our friend and fellow member Alphonse D’Costa. 

Our sincerest sympathies to Bernadette, and his family. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

Bernadette, please let us know if there is anything we can do 

 to help you at this difficult time 

I was saddened to hear of the recent passing of  

our friend and fellow member  

Alphonse D’Costa. 

Our sincerest sympathies to his wife Bernadette,                       

his children and grandchildren. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

Bernadette, please let us know if there is anything we 

can do to help you at this difficult time. 

https://offyourback.com.au/
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Build your own 

Hamburger day 
Photos from Anne 
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At our April meeting, we welcomed author Robin Bowles, along 

with her assistance dog Wookie. 

 Robin, who has had a varied career as a nurse, and jillaroo ran her 

own PR consultancy company for 16 years. 

 She is a colourful, vibrant person, who has enjoyed an interesting 

and very varied life, including four marriages. 

She is the author of a number of true crime books, and is widely 

acclaimed as the "True Crime Queen". Her books have attracted 

rave reviews, and have sold millions of copies. 

She began true crime writing after she read a newspaper article in 

1996about the death of Victorian woman Jennifer Tanner, at her 

farm at Bonnie Doon in November 1984. The Police ruled Jennifer's 

death as suicide, but disturbed by apparent anomalies in the case, 

Robin went searching for answers.  She felt that the" facts did not 

add up". She subsequently wrote the book " Blind Justice" - The True Story of the death of 

Jennifer Tanner"., which launched her career, and became an instant best seller. In Robin's 

opinion, the police investigation was bungled and also involved cover ups and family intrigue. 

Robin has also written an e book " Taken in Contempt" . This novel is about an Australian father's 

journey to find his son, after he was abducted to the Netherlands by his mother. This story ended 

well, but unfortunately most do not. This novel was inspired by Robin's personal experience.  In 

1999, her grandson was abducted overseas, and was never found. 

Recent popular publications have included " Last Man standing" which covered the murder of 

camper Carol Clay . Greg Lyn was found guilty of her murder, but not guilty of Carol's companion 

Russell Hill. 

Another novel, " Dead Centre", which details the disappearance (probable murder) of British 

pack backer, Peter Falconio in the outback, and the subsequent conviction for murder of Bradley 

Murdoch. Through her connections, Robin had access to Murdoch in prison. In the book, she was 

critical of the way the Police handled the investigation. 

In answering our question about her apparent lack of confidence in the police, Robin emphasized 

her overall confidence in our legal system, whilst maintaining that on occasions errors can be 

made and evidence may be missed or ignored. 

Robin challenged us to read her books (some of which she had bought for sale), and judge for 

ourselves whether or not we agree or not with her conclusions. 

Our  Speaker :   ROBIN BOWLES - TRUE CRIME WRITER 

 Report         :    Margret  Paterson 
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Our Activities :      Details & Sign up sheets available at our meeting  

Contact Val Donnely unless otherwise advised 

                             Tuesday May 26th Tram trip to  

 

Victoria Gardens Richmond  
Catch the tram at stop 54 Whitehorse Road 

All day parking available in Barloa Road Mont Albert 
Details at meeting 

Wednesday 16th June at noon 
 
                                       
                                Cafe style lunch at  
 
 

 
Holmesglen Tafe College 

595 Waverley Road, Glen Waverley, Vic 3150 
Rear of Building 1 . 

Learn more and checkout the menu at    ZEST 
 

 

Wednesday 3rd June at 10:00 am 
 

Morning Tea followed by a guided tour of the retirement village at 

Aveo Cherry Tree Grove Croydon .  
67-81 Maroondah Highway, Croydon, Vic, 3136 Maroondah Highway 

 

If 15 or more members attend we will receive $500 donation for our club. 

So please attend it you can. 

 

We plan to follow this with lunch at the Ringwood Club, Cnr Oban and Maroondah 
Highway. 

Please can members call Val Donnelly on 0416 273 413  if you are attending as we 
need to book a table for lunch. 

https://www.holmesglen.edu.au/about-us/our-institute/our-facilities/restaurants-and-retail/zest-restaurant#accordion-74f57817b5-item-b286e574dd
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JUST FOR LAUGHS :        from the membership 


