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Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc. MARCH 2026

| PRESIDENT’S REPORT |

Hello Everyone,
Welcome to our March Newsletter.

Three months of the year have gone and now we are into
the lovely Autumn weather. | hope you are enjoying this

special time of the year.

As an active club we have already attended eight
different functions this year. 2 Coffee & Chat mornings,
afternoon tea at Warren Glen, morning melodies and
lunch at the Lilydale International with Brendan Scott as
entertainer, morning melodies and lunch at Dandenong,

a sausage sizzle and an afternoon of entertainment at

the Round with songs made famous by Frank Sinatra.

Please put your name on the sign up sheet at meetings and come along to the
outings on offer. It’s disappointing when only a few show up, it would be nice to see

so many more members taking advantage of these social days.

Lots of fun and friendship to be had.

Our sausage day was a great success, although the morning looked gloomy with the
prospect of rain, twelve people braved the conditions and it was a really great day.

No rain, a lovely park, pleasant temperature and so much food.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : Thursday March 26"
TIME : 10:00 for an 10:30 am start.
Blackburn Hotel Function Room
VENUE : 111 Whitehorse Road, Blackburn.

Jodie Dobson
Behind the scenes at the Barcelona Olympics

SPEAKER :




Some of you may not know that the club received $100 as a “sorry gift” from the Coach at
Ringwood. This was after many discussions following our Christmas lunch there. We were
very unhappy with several aspects of that day, hence their gesture of apology. This $100
was used to buy bread and sausages so that all club members should benefit. Val and Jan
provided dessert to finish off the meal. The 5100 was not fully spent so another such day

is planned for later in the year, it is hoped that many more will attend the next occasion.

We are very disappointed that the Blackburn hotel has informed us the cost to hire the
room will be double, beginning in April. At the moment we feel that finances allow us to
stay there for the remainder of this year but we are actively looking around for another
venue. | feel it is important that we keep our 4th Thursday of the month as our meeting
day so that limits us as other places already have bookings. We will keep looking and

always keep you informed.

On Thursday at our coming meeting we will have our usual general meeting at 10.30
followed by a short AGM.

This is an annual requirement where we agree on membership fees for the coming year

and office bearers and committee are elected for the year 2026/2027.

Please make every to attend on the day and show your support for those elected who will

maintain the clubs successful future operations.

This is my last newsletter as President. | have advised the committee of my intention to
stand down. | do this with a degree of sadness as | have thoroughly enjoyed every part of

the roll during these past three years.

| firmly believe every club should encourage new people to step up with fresh ideas to

offer moving forward.
| must stay on the committee though as immediate past President.
My continuing roll will be to offer assistance, encouragement or guidelines as required.

Thank you everyone for your support and friendship during my time in office, it has been a

wonderful experience.

Anne. x
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Sausage Sizzle at

RUFFEY LAKE PARK

Photos from Anne

VAL’S NO—BAKE PAVLOVA

Ingredients
To decorate

500 ml thickened cream
1 cup fresh strawberries

2 or 3 egg whites
1 cup caster sugar
3 teaspoons Gelatine Powder

Grated chocolate

1 cup Boiling Water Or whatever else you like

1. Dissolve Gelatine in boiling water. Place in fridge to cool.
Beat together egg whites , caster sugar, dissolved Gelatine powder and water. Mix
with electric mixer for about 10 mins or until very stiff.

3. Using a spring form cake tin spray with pure and simple. Place all mixture into the
tin. Cover with Glad wrap. Place in fridge best left overnight.

4. Whip up cream and place on top of Pavlova. Decorate with Strawberries and grated
chocolate or anything topping of your choice



Our Speaker : Janet Werkmeister

Melbourne in the Roaring Twenties

Report : Margret Paterson

This was the subject of the presentation given by our February speaker, Janet Werkmeister.
The 1920's were good years for Melbourne, the economy was booming, and wages were high.

Many new buildings were erected and businesses flourished, not least of which was the Myer
Emporium, which opened in the early 20's . The McRobertson chocolate factory ( famous for making
cherry ripe, which we still enjoy today), opened in Fitzroy, as well as the Hoadley Factory, whose most
popular product was violet crumble.

As well as Myer, large department stores such as Buckleys, Ball and Welsh and London stores were also
part of the retail scene.

The iconic Flinders Street station was, in the late 29's, the busiest railway station in the world

Janet displayed some wonderful photos of 1920's Melbourne, showing amongst other things, the horse
drawn cabs, cable trams, and some early motor vehicles. In the 20's, Ford dominated the vehicle
market.

Fashions at the time were also discussed. No respectable man or woman would be seen without a hat
then when they were out and about!

Central Melbourne then was bustling and vibrant; 1927 saw the running of the first electric trams,
guite an innovation at the time.

The SEC, ( State Electricity Commission), created at the end of World War 1, converted coal into cheap
electricity, thus enabling ordinary households to connect to electricity for the first time. ( Before they
had to rely on kerosene lamps)!

1924 was an exciting year in Melbourne, as the first radio stations commenced broadcasting. There
was 3AR, 3LO, later 3UZ. Later, radio stations had their own orchestras and singers. The advent of radio
made a great difference to the lives of ordinary Melbournians.

During this period, buildings were always under construction; between 1921 and 1924 there was an
enormous expansion in cinemas both in central Melbourne and the suburbs.

The roaring 20's came to an abrupt end in October 1929, when stock markets around the world
crashed, leading to the years of the Great Depression.

Janet provided a wonderful insight into a bygone era, which was a very important part of the history of
Melbourne. She was an interesting and enthusiastic speaker, and her presentation was well researched
and very enjoyable.




VALE: Aunty Betty Rooney Denise Carrig

‘Aunty Betty’ as Kerrimuir Probus knew her led a remarkable life.
Here is small snapshot of her life in Blackburn.

Betty Rooney was known by many locals of Blackburn.

She didn’t drive but her drive saw her everywhere!

Betty walked miles, a familiar sight on her daily shopping
visits to” Old Orchard”, always with a smile and time for a
chat.

As they say behind every successful man is a woman and she
was certainly that person. A very humble and unassuming
lady you may be surprised at some of her personal
achievements that did not go unrecognised although she
would never mention them . The awards, certificates etc
were never on display in her home.

So just to let you know ......

Betty was instrumental along with husband Keith in being part of Blackburn North
Progress association when they moved to Blackburn.

This led to the founding of the Koonung Park Tennis Club, Kindergartens and other
sporting and community services in this developing suburb.

There were countless committee meetings held in her home and Betty catered for them
all without fuss, usually with her fruit cake for supper .Their Sussex Street home was the
starting point for many much needed services.

Betty lived by the saying ‘do unto others’ and gave freely of her time, sound advice
arranged meals for those without food in the cupboard or clothing for growing families .

In the 1960’s Betty found herself in the role of Lady Mayoress and was instrumental in
founding the Ladies Benevolent Society and was secretary for over 30 years .

Offering vouchers for essential groceries and often cash for petrol to attend
city hospital appointments this was a most valued group of exceptional and caring
members.

Her door was always open and often food and other items were given from her own
cupboards and sometimes cash from her own purse.

Betty along with Councillor Jan Plummer was instrumental in setting up the first
SafeHouse in the eastern suburbs for women fleeing domestic violence.

Quite an achievement for those times.

There were many other organisations who benefited from her time and skills.

Betty was a Life Governor of the Box Hill and District Hospital , she was quietly proud to
see how the hospital grew over the years to the wonderful facility we have today.
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With her husband Keith she was a powerhouse in the founding of the Eastern Emergency Relief
Network in 1995.

Refugee families, welfare support agencies and housing organisations youth groups and trauma
recovery programs can access free of charge donated household furniture

bedding appliances etc.

EERN is totally run by volunteers and financial donations come from individuals and service
clubs , EERN was something Betty and Keith were very proud of ,community helping community.
Betty has many awards which we found tucked away after her passing on January 18 2026 at
Regis Blackburn.

Betty was the Citizen of the Year in Whitehorse in 2000 The Keys to the City of Whitehorse
were awarded to her, only one of three residents to ever receive this honour .

The members of Kerrimuir made Betty very welcome, although never officially a member you all
bought her much joy.

Coming to meetings and having lunch was a very meaningful way of keeping her socially
connected as her dementia gradually overtook her.

Thank you to friends at Kerrimuir who took the time to have a chat, always rewarded with a smile
from Betty .

Denise Carrig

THE From Mark and Marjorie Langdon

R@U N D okings for our Probus Club at The Round for 2026 — refer table below.

uld like to attend it is on a “first come first served basis”. So, in order to
secure your seat please make the appropriate payment into the Club’s Activities Account by the
nominated due date. Seating confirmation is based on receipt of payment not by registration of interest.

o Name of Account: Probus Club of Kerrimuir
) BSB: 633 000
) Account Number: 163 741 325

When you make your payment, please send me an email at mjlangdon2@bigpond.com to confirm your
payment. Once all the seats have been purchased, | will let everyone know.

Remember to be quick to secure your seat as all the shows are extremely popular.

Note all shows include morning or afternoon tea, except for 42nd Street.

Marjorie
Show (Details below) Date and Time Seats Available Cost Payment Due
42" Street 31°" May at 1.30pm 10 $60 17™ April
Bernadette Robinson 10" June at 2pm 15 $24 24" April
The Broadway We Love 15" July at 2pm 15 $24 5" June
The Australian Balet School 5™ August at 2pm 10 $24 19" June
Pot Pourri starring Tania Dejong 18" November at 2pm 10 S24 16™ October




Our Activities :  Details & Sign up sheets available at our meeting

Contact Val Donnely unless otherwise advised

@ 10:30 am on the first WEDNESDAY of each month

moon&:spoon North Blackburn

Just come along and enjoy a cuppa and a
great morning of fun and fellowship

Wed 8" April

The Swinging Sixties Exhibition
@ the Old Treasury Building.

Followed by Lunch at Cafe Excello

1-3 Little Collins Street Melbourne

Details to be advised

Bright Tour 2026
Thursday 23" to Mon 27" April

Cost: $825.00 per Person
For details and itinerary visit

BRIGHT 2026
For enquiries call Val Donnelly 0416 273 413



https://microsites.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/454/Kerrimuir__Boronia_Probus.pdf

JUST FOR LAUGHS : A LETTER FROM GRANDMA

Dearest Ones,

The other day | went up to a local Christian
bookstore and saw a “Honk if you love Jesus”
bumper sticker.

I was feeling particularly sassy that day,
because | had just come from a thrilling choir
practice followed by a powerful prayer
meeting, so | bought the sticker and put it on
my bumper.

| was stopped at a red light at a busy
intersection just lost in thought about the Lord
and how good He is, and | didn’t notice that the light had changed.

It is a good thing someone else loves Jesus; because if he hadn’t honked, I’d never have
noticed. | found that LOTS of people love Jesus. Why, while | was sitting there, the nice
man behind started honking like crazy, and he leaned out of his window and screamed,
“for the love of God, GO! GO!” What an exuberant cheerleader he was for the Lord..

Everyone started honking! | just leaned out of my window and started waving and
smiling at all these loving people.

I even honked my horn a few times to share in the love. There must have been a man
from Florida back there, because | heard him yelling something about a sunny beach.

| saw another man waving in a funny way with only his middle finger stuck up in the air.
When | asked my teenage grandson in the back seat what that meant, he said that it
was an Hawaiian good luck sign or something.

Well, I’'ve never met anyone from Hawaii, so | leaned out the window and gave him the
good luck sign back.

My grandson burst out laughing; why even he was enjoying this religious experience.

A couple of the people were so caught up in the joy of the moment that they got out of
their cars and started walking towards me. | bet they wanted to pray or ask what
church | attended, but this is when | noticed the light had changed.

So | waved to all my sisters and brothers, smiled at them all, and drove on through the
intersection.

I noticed | was the only car that got through the intersection before the light changed
again, and | felt kind of sad that | had to leave them after all the love we had shared, so
| slowed the car down, leaned out of the window, and gave them all the Hawaiian good
luck sign one last time as | drove away.

Praise the Lord for such wonderful folks!



