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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ]

Hello Everyone,

It seems winter is really upon us. | feel it has hit early
and hard this year, maybe it’s just because I’'m getting
older that | feel that way. | know my coat has been in
regular use each time | go out these days.
We have some interesting things on offer during July, |
hope you will come along, enjoy the outings and each
others company while you try to forget the cold
weather.
The Pancake Parlour 12 noon, Tuesday 2™ July.
Coffee and Chat. Forest Hill, 10.30 Wednesday 3" July.
Lunch Boronia Hotel. 12 Noon, Tuesday 9™ July.
AVEO. Morning tea 10.30 Thursday 18" July. Victoria street Doncaster.
We need 15 people to attend this function then we will receive $500 for our club.
Please put your names on the list and come along and enjoy a delicious morning

tea.

You may like to invite a friend, everyone will be most welcome.

Our 6th Birthday Lunch has been booked at the Living Room, Templestowe, on
Thursday 15" August. The cost is $32.

The committee has decided to apply a S10 discount, the original cost was 542. It
would be nice to see as many as possible there to celebrate this day.

.....continued overleaf

(

GENERAL MEETING :  Thursday June 27" h
TIME : 9:30 am for 10 o’ clock start.
VENUE : New Hope Baptist Church, Blackburn North.
BEN MOORE
SPEAKER :
Ben’s Bees )




continued from page 1

Last week we enjoyed a very nice Brunch/Lunch, we were still sitting at 1pm, at the
boat house Studley Park. It was a good inexpensive meal and great company.

I would really like to see more members joining these outings. The opportunities are
there so please come along and enjoy the activities your club provides.

If you have ideas or places you would like us to explore, come forward. | know Val
and Jan would like to hear your requests.

Last year, in our news letter we ran “profiles” of some of our members. These were
very interesting and well received and gave us a little insight into their early lives,
hobbies, trips etc.

| would like to see this continued. Don’t be shy, everyone has something to say so sit
down and start writing then send it along to Lesley, I’'m sure we will all enjoy
reading your stories.

As | have been your president for 15 months now, and | haven’t yet submitted
anything, | feel | should begin this new series of “profiles” and write a little about
myself just to let you know “what makes me tick”.

Enough of this report now as you will read more from me a little further down.
Enjoy reading.

Anne Carruthers
President

An ne X Probus Club of Kerrimuir

ROLE NAME NUMBER

President Anne Carruthers 0429 491 943
Vice President & Welfare officer Robyn Howard 0423 050 195
Vice President & Publicity officer Julie Smith 0428 974 863
Secretary Mark Langdon. 0419 560 506
Treasurer Dorothy Jones. 0414 872 939
Membership Secretary Marjorie Langdon 0455 501 128
Speakers Marg Paterson. 0438 780 833
Activities Jan Atkin. 0414 876 803
Activities Val Donnelly. 0416 273 413
Newsletter Lesley Arnolda. 0412 013 008




A FEW PHOTOS FROM THIS MONTH

Two images ghove right : at the Studley Park Boathouse from Anne

Top left and Below: Great fun and feasting at the Candle decorating




Our Activities : Sign up sheets available at our meeting as usual

LUNCH

At the Pancake Parlour

Tuesday July 2™

@ 12:00 noon

COFFEE ‘N CHAT

10: 30 am on Wed 3 July
Level 2, Forest Hill Chase

LUNCH

£

Tuesday g™ July B oron I a
At 12:00 noon — Hotel —

112 Boronia Rd
Boronia,

VIC, 3155

Morning tea at AVEO

10.30 Thursday 18" July.

37 - 43 Victoria Street,
Doncaster, Vic, 3108




Last months’ speaker : Geoff Brayshaw

At our May meeting we welcomed C Report by Marg Paterson )

Geoff Brayshaw who spoke about his extensive

travels in South America and the United States.

His journey began in December 2013, and ended in May 2013.

Staying in hostels, he covered over 25000 kilometres, riding his trusty
motorbike named " Azulo™, which had to be shipped to South America,
so the journey could commence.

Geoff started riding at the age of 67, and he told us that the inspiration
for this trip was from his daughter, Lucy.

Fortunately, he was connected to the Internet throughout his travels,
which allowed his wife to track his progress. During his travels, he met some amazing
people, and had some unusual experiences (some more scary than others!), including
being locked in a cage in Tuson, while his bike was being examined.

He also encountered some "dodgy" Police, and being fined US 20 (negotiated down from
US 150)! Fuel availability was on ongoing problem, as service stations were few and far
between and Azulos tank capacity was just 250 kilometres.

Geoff mentioned the following as being the highlights of his trip :

The Chile Lakes ( located between Chile and Argentina), The Atacama desert in Chile and
The remote Bolivian Altiplano (huge salt flats)

We really enjoyed Geoff's presentation. As none of us have ever travelled to South
America before, his talk gave us a fascinating insight into this amazing place.

Joan had a strange experience recently. If anyone else has had a similar experience, perhaps we should
talk about it and possibly lobby for changes.

PAYING BILLS

Recently | went to the Commonwealth Bank to pay an electrician’s bill, because that is his bank.
Imagine my surprise when, on handing over the invoice (with his account details on it) and the cash,
the payment was refused because | do not bank with the Commonwealth Bank.

The electrician runs his own small business, so it was not possible to pay the bill using BPay, as |
normally would with larger companies. In the end, | sent him a cheque in the mail.

From time to time | have paid other bills this way, for instance, with our own Subscription Fees at the
Bendigo Bank, and have never experienced this problem before.

| don’t know what we will do, when cheques are discontinued, in about a year’s time, | believe.

Joan Manshon 17.6.24




Member Profile — Anne Carruthers

It is always said “everyone has a story to tell”.

Looking back, my life has been filled with many stories,
some good, some not so good and others long forgotten.

| am a country girl, born and breed - in the days before
television and the internet- how did | survive. Well we
made our own fun, we rode our bikes, played in the street
and mixed with all the other neighbourhood kids both
indigenous and white.

They were all my friends and we made no distinction
although perhaps we just never noticed our differences.

| did bear a slight grudge though against my darker skinned
friends. They were the only ones who were allowed to go to
school without shoes.

To this day | hate wearing shoes unless absolutely
necessary. | think it’s a memory back to those times.

We climbed trees, learned to swim in the river, always
careful to avoid the little green water snakes that shared
our water hole, the Ovens river at Wangaratta.

| feel fortunate to have had a Convent education. The nuns
were great teachers and instilled in all their girls the “finer
things of life” and rules by which young ladies should live.

| have those Irish nuns to thank for fostering in me a great
love of the classics especially music, art, poetry, literature
and history.

My home life was another huge influence as | grew. My
parents were “chalk and cheese” as they say. Mum was the

beauty who came from a privileged back ground, she was
always an absolute lady, while Dad was from a poor Irish family to whom education was
paramount.

As children growing up my sister Bernadette and | were always encouraged to be part of the
family discussions. Debate and conversation was expected and everyone’s opinion was valued.
The talk around our family dinner table was always vibrant.

My father, an historian and writer with a keen interest in politics and social justice, became
Mayor of Wangaratta. Now the local Wangaratta Rovers (Hawks) football ground is named the
W.J Findlay oval in his honour.



Dad was heavily involved in the political
life of that time. Our home was a regular
meeting place for politicians and many a
decision was made after a lengthy
argument and over a good meal.

Election nights were always exciting times,
as in the days before television, results
from all the outlying small country booths
were phoned to our home and many
people gathered there eager to hear the
latest figures.

As a young child | learned so much
listening from the passage way or behind
the kitchen door ( when | should have been
in bed) to those adult conversations.

At seven years of age | commenced
Highland dancing lessons and travelled
through the state participating in dance
competitions, this continued until | turned
16 and there was no longer sections for
adults.

During my teenage years | became a bit of
a “ tearaway”. Boys and fast cars became
my main interest. | joined the local theatre
company, Wangaratta Players, and
appeared in several of their productions.

In 1963 my love of car racing began in
earnest when | was permitted to drive a
fast car ( can’t remember the make or
model now) around Winton race track the
day that circuit opened.

After leaving school | joined The
Commercial Bank of Australia, now
Westpac.

This is where | met Harry, my husband to
be, five years later we married and moved
to Melbourne. | had four children during
the next ten years and devoted my time to
their upbringing.

In 1978 my son successfully auditioned for
the National Boys Choir and so began my
active involvement with music.

Kevin Casey, the founder of the NBC
became a close friend and in 1984 we
worked together to form the National Girls

Choir, later to become the Choral Institute
Melbourne known as CHIME. | certainly
don’t sing but have worked on the
administration side of these organisations
all the years since.

| am proud to say this year 2024 is the
40th anniversary of CHIME.

An exciting year is planned.

| am now considered “Matriarch” of the
group and a life member, but | am still
actively involved.

Around that time, 1984 | took over the
running of an art gallery and studio in
Glenferrie Road Hawthorn.

At last | had found my “happy place”,
surrounded by beautiful things and so
many talented people.

All types of art and craft, porcelain
painting, watercolour etc. have long been
my passion. To this day | still maintain and
value the friendships | made with some of
the worlds most acclaimed porcelain artists
from Royal Worcester and Crown Derby.

| have been privileged to stay in their
homes on my many overseas trips and to
view their studios and the great factories
where they worked.

You will gather from that last sentence that
| love travelling.

In recent years | have become engrossed in
family history and since the internet has
become readily available | enjoy
researching those long gone and my later
trips have been to dig up forebears ( or at
least look for their burial places).

| feel sad that since I’'ve turned 80 my
travelling days may be over and I'll have my
“wings clipped” as travel insurance
becomes even more expensive.

For now though, | am perfectly happy with
my garden, my music, my art and enjoying
the company of the many friends | have
made through our Probus Club.

Thank you all so much for that friendship.



SMILES and other things from Val Evans

Why science teachers
should not be given
playground duty.

HUSBANDS ARE THE
BEST PEOPLE TO
SHARE SECRETS WITH.

THEY’LL NEVER TELL
ANYONE BECAUSE THEY
AREN’T EVEN LISTENING

Diet Tip:

If you think you are
hungry, you might just be
thirsty.

Have a bottle of
wine first and then see
how you feel




