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SEPTEMBER  SPEAKER 

LORRAINE SMITH  

Journey of a Lost Manuscript 
Report by Joan Manshon 

The talk given by our September Speaker was 

something out of the ordinary.  

 Lorraine Smith relayed the story of a 16th century 

manuscript, found in a copy of Alice in Wonderland 

by a client of her second-hand bookshop in 

Warrnambool.   

At first, Lorraine did not know what to do about this, 

but eventually mentioned it to her daughter, Karyn, 

who had studied English History at university.  

 The language was in Old English, and difficult to 

decipher, so Karyn sought the help of her university 

contacts, and was able to confirm the document was 

indeed authentic, and had been written on vellum, 

made from calf-skin.   

The document was a deed of transfer for a small piece of land in Yorkshire, England! 

This was the beginning of a painstaking research project by Lorraine, which eventually saw 

her travel to Yorkshire.  

On her journey, she encountered descendants connected with the original authors of the 

document, both in Australia and in England.  It was a journey with many twists, but having 

just completed her family history over many years, Lorraine was up for the challenge.  Her 

findings have been captured in her book, Journey of a Lost Manuscript.  With the aid of her 

publisher-husband, Neil, the book has been beautifully produced and illustrated, and 

several members bought copies of it at the meeting. 

Because the original date of our meeting was the unexpected public holiday in honour of 

the Queen’s passing, the meeting was postponed for the following week, which meant 

Lorraine had to extend her stay in Melbourne. 

  Given the intriguing nature of the talk, we are fortunate that she was able to do so, 

allowing us the opportunity to hear her incredible story. 
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OCTOBER SPEAKER 

PETER KOENS  

RAWCS Catheterisation Laboratory Project 
Report by Joan Manshon 

As our October Speaker, Mark Balla, was rather suddenly unavailable, one of our 

members, Peter Koens, kindly agreed to fill in at very short notice (the night before).   

Peter delivered a most interesting talk on the subject of the Rotary Australia 
World Community Services ( RAWCS) Catheterisation Laboratory ( Cath Lab) 
Project.   

This project provides hospitals in the developing world with medical imaging 
facilities for the diagnosis and treatment of heart disease. 

RAWCS relocates used Cath Labs to developing countries and helps provide maintenance, 
training and ongoing technical support. 

Cath Labs are specialised X-ray facilities used to examine the heart and blood vessels. They 
are also used to treat some medical conditions. These include management of congenital 
heart defects, stenotic valves, the placement of stents, and the implantation of pacemakers. 

Since 2000 RAWCS has donated, installed and helped maintain a further nine such labs in 
developing countries. Recipient countries include Nepal, Mongolia, Sri Lanka and Fiji. 
Peter used a power point presentation, photographs and videos to demonstrate the 
execution of the most recent project at the Colonial War Memorial Hospital in Suva, Fiji. 
This project has been particularly effective in saving lives or improving the quality of life in Fiji, 
where traditional dietary habits have caused a high rate of coronary heart disease. 
It was especially surprising to hear that the Project is entirely staffed by volunteers, and that 
interventional cardiologists and their teams from around the world also work as volunteers to 

Diagnose and treat patients 
Train local cardiologists and staff  to use the facility 
Provide ongoing diagnostic and treatment advice tot the newly trained personnel. 

As an engineer, Peter is directly involved in the installation, training of local biomedical 
engineers and maintenance staff, as well as providing service support when local staff are 
unable to solve technical issues. 
 
The talk was so captivating, that what was originally a few anxious 
moments for Marjorie and I as we made several phone calls to find a 
substitute Speaker at the last minute, turned out to be a very happy 
misfortune!  

Thank you, Peter! 
  The world is a better place because of people like you! 

 
For more info on this project, you can access a somewhat 
dated flyer at       RAWCS Cath Lab 

https://view.publitas.com/p222-10943/medical-imaging-machines-brochure/page/1
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
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395 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd 

Sassafras 3787  

 

COST: $35:00  for a 2 course Christmas meal 
Prepayment required for this event.  

Details on last page of this newsletter. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

Thursday Nov 10 th. 

We meet for lunch at 12:00 noon at the 

 Jindi Caf’ .  1070 Jacksons Track Jindivick,   

We have opted for the small serve 

 group booking menu ( 2 courses for $24) 

 

After lunch we will explore  

The Garden at Broughton Hall 
125 Palmer Road, Jindivick,   

 

    

  Thursday 17th Nov 

Dinner at Fountains Restaurant 

Box Hill TAFE, Elgar Road Box Hill 

Car Parking available in TAFE Car Park, Elgar Rd 

2 Course Dinner Menu : $ 25:00 

Contact Val  0416 273 413 

https://jindivick.com.au/contact-us/
https://www.visitvictoria.com/regions/gippsland/see-and-do/nature-and-wildlife/parks-and-gardens/the-garden-at-broughton-hall#map-section
https://www.datocms-assets.com/6783/1664940936-m4041-bhi-fountains-dinner-menu_term-4_v1_webpdf.pdf
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Wednesday 11th January 

An afternoon Tea with Frances at  

6 Turana street Doncaster 

Please indicate your intention to attend on 

registration sheet 

When PRE-PAYMENT is required for any activity /group booking, payment is to be 
deposited into our Activities account at Bendigo Bank. 

BSB. 633 000                Acct No. 163 741 325 
Please send the treasurer a copy of your receipt together with your 

 name and the activity for which you have paid  . 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

PICNIC LUNCH 

At MARANOA GARDENS 
 

Wed 7th Dec at 12:00 noon 

BYO food and drink 

HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF 

with the LANGDONS 

Pre Christmas drinks 

Thursday 15th December 

4:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

MOVIE AFTERNOON WITH MARJORIE 

THURSDAY THE 12th JANUARY @ 2:00 pm 


