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Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc. SEPTEMBER 2023

| PRESIDENT’S REPORT |

Hello Everyone,

How good is it to see the sun and welcome the
warm days of spring, it certainly helps to lift the ,
spirits and puts a spring in our steps. |

| know several of our members have been away, -
happily tripping around Australia and the world. | gl
Most are now safely home or at least heading - ’ '
this way. ( .

How lucky are we that we are able to enjoy such
experiences. A

With Christmas now just three months away, we
start to look forward to the festive season and all the enjoyment that comes
with that happy time.

Our year to date has been most successful and I’'m sure, like me, you
remember the good times and the fun we have had.

| often think back to the time I first joined Probus and | am forever grateful
for the wonderful friends | have made and the enjoyable outings | have had,
with you, my new found friends.

| feel very blessed that at my age | have made such friends.

As we age it is so very important that we stay socially active, this is the
message that Probus is continually presenting. In our club we all have the
opportunity to do just that.

....continued overleaf

OUR NEXT MEETING

Thursday Sept 28™ at 9:30 am for 10 o’ clock start.
VENUE: New Hope Baptist Church, Blackburn North.

PROGRAM : Julie Rickard from Life Connect




continued from page 1

October brings new offerings too and of course our Christmas lunch at Rose
Cofttage in November is something we look forward to.

| hope you are all planning to come along and enjoy that day. Those who
were there last year will thoroughly recommend it, the meal was excellent,
all home cooked and really well presented, altogether very enjoyable, a
great experience.

October has been announced as Probus month so I’'m sure you will notice
adds in the media promoting our clubs. Seniors week also falls in October,
quite a busy month for social activities.

The committee is planning to continue with several outings during the
summer break, Dec/Feb.

The long hot days of summer can sometimes be a quieter time for some
people so there will be things on offer if you wish to attend.

It is my hope that early next year we will organise another short trip away.

The time spent in Echuca was such a great experience with lots of fun and
laughter altogether, it really helped to cement many friendships.

Please keep this idea in mind as it would be wonderful to have as many as
possible come along.

Looking forward to seeing you all at our next monthly meeting on Sept. 28th.

Margaret has another excellent speaker lined up for you to enjoy.

S

o] % Anne Carruthers

A | President
A n n Q. X ¥ Probus Club of Kerrimuir
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SCAM ALERT

from President Anne

The roof scammers are around again.

| had a personal encounter with them on Wednesday last, trying to take
advantage of some elderly friends.

The police were notified but of course they had moved on.
They are operating in the North Blackburn area.

Anne.
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IMAGES FROM LAST MONTH

Many thanks to

Denise Carrig for the

s>, pics she took at

‘/ i Our 5th Birthday

{ }‘ celebrations

" (left) and at

The Treasury Building

Gold Museum
(below)




MEMBER PROFILE— MARK LANGDON

My father owned an electrical retailing and contracting
business at 215 Bourke Street in the city, which my family
referred to as the “Shop”.

From the age of 10, | was expected to work in the Shop
during school holidays. A practice that continued until |
was 21.

| started on the princely sum of 4 shillings per day. My
duties included: sweeping the floors, dusting the display
appliances, unpacking deliveries, running errands and
other menial tasks.

Over the years | took on more responsibilities. | still recall
my first sale - an indoor TV antenna for $1.99. Soon |
became quite good at selling batteries, irons, toasters, hair
dryers and transistor radios with the “smooth sales
patter” that | learned from my father. Well, it seemed
pretty smooth to me. The sales process also included
wrapping the items in brown paper fastened with sticky
tape. Everything was wrapped, no matter how small or
large. There was nothing | couldn’t wrap—a handy skill to
this day, especially at Christmas.

Part of Dad’s business also involved the repair of electrical
appliances, and | gradually learned how to fix a range of
small appliances. Replacing jug elements was a speciality
of mine.

To ayoung boy the Shop seemed like the centre of
Melbourne, and | was fascinated by the variety of
characters and well-known people that would come in.
Dad would engage in friendly banter with everyone from
Mrs. Snodgrass, on her way home from a long afternoon
in the Ladies Lounge at the nearby Cartton Hotel, to the
British actor, Robert Morley. In fact, Robert Morley was a
regular visitor to the Shop, whenever he wasin
Melbourne. Dad took pride in the fact that Robert Morley
laughingly said to him: “l can never get insulted anywhere
else in the world like | do here.”

As | grew older, | was allowed to go with the electricians,

Dad employed, on their jobs
around the city. |absolutely
loved this. | started by carrying
tools and materials to and from
the van to the job site, holding

ladders, fetching materials from
the van and regularly checking
the van’s tyres to see if they had been marked by the
Council Parking Inspectors. It was very rare for the vanto
be booked as Dad knew most of the Inspectors who
regularly came into the Shop to buy things at a “special
discountrate”.

Over time, | learned how to install power points and lights,
identify and repair electrical faults and a range of trade
skills. 1even learned the correct method of answering the
telephone whilst fixing some lights during a Receptionist
Class at the Suzan Johnston Business College. A skill | used
throughout my business career.

The best part however was having access “behind the
scenes” of many Melbourne businesses including:
restaurants, commercial offices, retail premises, theatres,
hotels and a vast variety of other businesses. There were
also some less salubrious place which | was strictly
forbidden from telling my mother about.

Whist working with the electricians, and whenever an
extension ladder was needed, it was my job to go back to
the Shop to get the one Dad had stored there. It was
about 12 feet long and weighed what seemed like “half a
ton”. Iwould then have to carry this ladder through the
crowded streets and lanes of the city avoiding the
pedestrians and traffic. If you have seen the film “The
Plank” with Eric Sykes and Ronnie Barker, you can imagine
my ordeal. Of course, after we had finished using the
ladder, | then had to take it back to the Shop.

This ladder now resides in my garage, and | can barely lift
it. Somehow, it must have become even heavier over the
last 50 years.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
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Chelsea Australian Garden h |
24 The Georgian Road Olinda Entry: FREE 4
|

e
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Meet at 10am to view this Award Winning Garden _
¥« There are two carparks either side of the entrance .The Chelsea Garden is 600mts from entry 3%
Access through the garden is by a single path that is steep in parts with a hand rail. '
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5 Olinda -Monbulk Rd Olinda at approx. 12noon. . ‘
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Lunch will be at Ranges of Olinda Café

fc

. Atempting array of light lunches including pies quiches and focaccia’s and of course coffee! = :
~" Parking is behind the café . Tour the local shops after lunch w
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COFFEE ‘N CHAT

WHEN: 10: 30 am on Wed 4" October

WHERE: | Il“““

Level 2, Forest Hill Chase

Tuesday October 10 550 Little Lonsdale St

Melbourne

ANGLISS RESTAURANT , .

LUNCH
BOOKINGS CLOSE Oct 3

Contact Denise at
dcarrig@optusnet.com.au or 0409 522 322

See Menu at Angliss


mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/454/Angliss_Menu_Term_3_-_2023.pdf

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

MORNINGTON MARKET

=_ Main St 9am -3pm
. . Fashion Crafts Jewellery Fresh Produce Plants
"I T l I . and much much more
5= o Lunch at The Grand Hotel Main St.

Bookings for Lunch close October 17
with Denise dcarrig@optusnet.com.au or 0409 522 322

\
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LUNCH

@ The Pancake Parlour
12 noon
550 Doncaster Rd Doncaster
Plenty of Parking behind the Restaurant
Look out for Tuesday 510 Pancake Specials

Chiistina, Hunéh,

12:00 noon on Thursday 23rd November
251 Olinda — Monbulk Rd Monbulk

e Cost for Members is $25 per person;
e Cost for Non-Members is $40 per person.
- wese . % o Bothpricesinclude 2 courses. = S

3 NS
e The restaurant is BYO with $1 per person corkage. '
‘e  Payment MUST be made in CASH or EFT by our October - \ N

-

Contact Marjorie mjlangdon2@bigpond.com’



mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
mailto:mjlangdon2@bigpond.com

JUST FOR LAUGHS

It was Father’s Day this month, so | simply had include Dad Jokes

When does a joke
become a ‘dad’ joke?

When it becomes

apparent

Did you hear about the
teenager who failed his
driving test?

He thought it was a
crash course.

Why did Marie Curie
stop dating that guy?

There was no chemistry.

How did Benjamin
Franklin feel when he
discovered electricity?

He was shocked!

A duck walks into a bar
and buys everyone a
round. He tells the
bartender,

“put it on my bill.”

What do you call a fish
with no eyes?

A fsh

What did one candle
say to the other?

Do you want to
go out tonight?

Did you hear about the
red and blue ships
that collided?

All the sailors were
marooned .

Why didn’t the invisible
man go to the dance?

He didn’t have any body
to take.
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