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 Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc.                                                                                           JULY 2023 

 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

I hope you are all well and have managed to ward off colds and 

Covid during this cold winter. Keep warm and “rugged up” so you 

all stay healthy. 

To our lucky friends enjoying the sun up north, appreciate your 

good fortune and stay safe. I have just returned from ten days in 

Cairns. I now know how cold it can be in Melbourne. 

Brighter times are ahead. Remember it’s only six weeks until 

springtime. 

Our club continues to thrive with activities, lunches, coffees and 

outings offered for you to enjoy. I know I always feel better with 

something to look forward to, so put the dates in your diaries 

and join in fun. 

We had a happy well attended morning coffee on the first Wednesday of the month. We will 

continue with these get togethers at Moon and Spoon Forest Hill as everyone seems to enjoy 

the casual atmosphere. 

The tour of Parliament House followed by lunch at the Sofitel was a great experience 

enjoyed by 8 people including a new member. Lunch at Miss Lucy on Tuesday was, as we 

have come to expect, good food and good company. 

August looks like being another busy month. Our 5th birthday is fast approaching, a great 

occasion to celebrate. Our activities ladies, Denise and Robyn are planning another two 

outings for us to enjoy during the month.  Details later. 

I will conclude by saying thank you for your enthusiasm and commitment. This all helps to 

make a happy and vibrant club. 

Anne. x 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 OUR NEXT MEETING 

Thursday July 27th at 9:30 am for 10 o’ clock start. 

VENUE:                      New Hope Baptist Church, Blackburn North. 

PROGRAM :              Val Evans  

 

Anne Carruthers 
President 
Probus Club of Kerrimuir 
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LAST MONTH 

Report from Marg Paterson 

In June we welcomed Warren Sparrow,  who spoke to us about 
Angelflight.  

Angelflight is a registered not for profit charity, launched in 2003 at 
the initiative of Bill Bristol, AM, a successful business man and 
experienced pilot. It is a charity that coordinates free non 
emergency flights for people in rural areas anywhere in 
Australia,  so they can receive 

  medical treatment,  that they otherwise may not be 
able to access, due to vast distances and high travel 
costs.  Angelflight consists only of volunteers and relies 
on community donations.  

Angelflight members consist of pilots, drivers (earth 
Angels) and medical professionals.   

Warren , a passionate earth angel, spoke about the 
wonderful people he has met during his time at 
Angelflight,  some of whom have become good friends . 

Learn more and /or donate at  https://www.angelflight.org.au/ 

SPEAKER  Warren Sparrow  

This Australian Government resource  

provides lots of info on the use of 

mobile phones and computers, online 

shopping and banking, scams and 

numerous other topics . 

Visit and explore 

https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au 

https://www.angelflight.org.au/
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au


 3 

Several members attended the tour of Parliament House  

and followed this up with Lunch at the Sofitel. 

 Many thanks Robyn Howard for these fabulous photos 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

COFFEE ‘N CHAT 

WHEN:  10: 30 am on Wed 2nd August July 

WHERE:                             
 
 

           Level 2, Forest Hill Chase 
 
CONTACTS:                     Lesley  or Pat 

August Dine Out  

  

 

 

162 Coleman Pde  Glen Waverley 

Thursday September 14  @  1PM    *( Not  12noon!) 

Light Lunch Menu $22   

Seniors 1 Course $18  2 Courses  $23  * plus a la carte menu  

Bookings Close Friday Sept 8 with  

Robyn Howard  0423 050 195 robynhoward@gmail.com   

or Denise Carrig 0409 522 322 dcarrig@optusnet.com.au 

Come earlier as parking can take time. Take note of parking times please. 

September Dine Out  

            Terminus Hotel  
       23 Harker St  Healesville   

Thursday August 10  @ 12 noon  

2  Course Menu $24    3 Courses $30     

A great Old-Fashioned Hotel with homestyle meals. 

After Lunch walk the Labyrinth and check out the Old Healesville Railway Station.  

 Book with Denise Carrig  0409 522 322 dcarrig@optusnet.com.au  

Or Robyn Howard  0423 050 195 robynhoward@gmail.com 
 

Don’t forget to take home some goodies from The Beechworth Bakery!  The Terminus Hotel is on the 
road to the left as you come into Healesville. Plenty of parking. 

August Dine Out  

mailto:l.arnolda@optusnet.com.au
mailto:robynhoward@gmail.com
mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
mailto:robynhoward@gmail.com
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

Old Treasury Building        
 Private  Guided Tour      Cost $10 pp 

20 Spring St Melbourne….. easily accessible by Public Transport. 

Please arrive at 11:45am  for Tour commencing at 12noon   

    There are many interesting exhibitions currently on display including  

A Changing World: The Lost Jobs  & Women Working for Victory in WW2  

We also tour the Gold Vault and View early Public Records. 

Lunch will be at The Spaghetti Tree        59 Bourke St Melbourne.    

 A short walk from the Old Treasury Building. A step back in time  

a friendly restaurant with tradition Italian food an icon of Melbourne for many years 

 Bookings with :   Robyn Howard  0423 050 195  robynhoward@gmail.com or 

Denise Carrig  0409 522 322 dcarrig@optusnet.com.au 

 

  

Chelsea Australian Garden  
24 The Georgian Road Olinda         Entry: FREE 

Meet at 10am to view this Award Winning Garden 

There are two carparks either side of the entrance .The Chelsea Garden is 600mts from entry  

Access through the garden is by a single path that is steep in parts with a hand rail.  

 

Lunch will be at Ranges of Olinda  Café  

5 Olinda -Monbulk Rd Olinda at approx. 12noon.  

 A tempting array of light lunches including pies quiches and focaccia’s and of course coffee! 

Parking is behind the café . Tour the local shops after lunch  

Tuesday August 29  

Tuesday September 26  

mailto:robynhoward@gmail.com
mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
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Probus Kerrimuir 
Celebrates its 5th Birthday  

 When: Thursday August 24th 

Where: Vibrante 
 133 James St, Templestowe.  

Cost:   $ 30.00 pp for a 2 course lunch,  
Please make your payment into the activities account  

before August 18 

 Account Details :    Probus Club of Kerrimuir  Activity Account  

        BSB           633 000   
 Account   163 741 325 
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For details contact : Anne Oughtibridge,  042 206 8493. 

CELEBRATE PROBUS FRIENDSHIP DAY 
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Member story— ROBYN NICHOLLS  

 I was a Foundation member of Kerrimuir Probus and instantly became 

Assistant Treasurer for the first couple of years and then treasurer for 3 years 

until the AGM this year. I have 3 adult ‘children’, a daughter and 2 sons. Ruth 

and Andrew live locally and Pete now lives in Yorkshire after 8 years in 

Boston, USA. I have 4 grandchildren under 2½, 2 grandsons and 2 

granddaughters. They are such a delight and I love spending time with them. I 

was a primary school teacher, specialising in Prep – year 2 for 46 years.  

Instead of a monolog of my life, I decided that I would tell you of a wonderful 

adventure from 50 years ago. It was Easter 1973 and the very few young 

adults from Mont Albert Methodist Church went on a camp to Wilsons 

Promontory. The weather was appalling and blowing a gale. It was so bad our tents kept 

blowing over so my friend Joan and I slept in her small Corolla for 4 nights. Our leaders and 

their young son fortunately had a cabin so it rapidly became full for meals, discussion time and 

other activities. The speaker at this camp was the director of Methodist Overseas Missions. He 

told us of an Australia wide work party to Papua New Guinea, Go Long Nuigini, which was 

being organised for the coming summer. Joan and I jumped at this opportunity as it was 

somewhere we had hoped to visit but at the time no travel company would book two young 

women travelling alone.  

 Go Long Nuigini was being co-ordinated in 

Adelaide with well over 100 young people, for 

memory there were 6 from Victoria, going to 

numerous mission stations in PNG. We flew to 

Brisbane Boxing Day 1973 where we met up 

with those from other states. From here we flew 

to Port Moresby. It was here we set off to our varying destinations. 

Joan and I, together with about 18 other young adults, bordered an 

old DC3 full of bullet holes, headed for Rabaul. We sat on canvas 

seats looped over metal bars around the plane and all the luggage 

was in the centre of the plane and the pilot climbed over it to get to 

the cockpit. The hostess was at the back of the plane and passed 

plastic cups of cordial around the plane.  

 Once we landed at Rabaul we jumped into the back of open trucks 

and were taken across to the Kabakata Mission Station on the 

northern side of New Britain. This would be our base for the next 3 

weeks. There were 10 males and 10 females in our group. Our 

tasks … at Watom Island, an extinct volcano, to build new 

classrooms at the school in Rau, in the crater of the volcano, to 

paint the school buildings as well as care for our own needs, such 

as cooking and washing. The females were split into 2 groups – half 

would go across to Watom for a week and the other half would stay 

at Kabakata and cut out 100s of paper patterns from large rolls of 

brown paper for the Kabakata Mission School sewing classes. The 

males would spend Monday to Friday working on Watom and come 

back to Kabakata for the weekends.  
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continued — ROBYN NICHOLLS  

 Life on Watom was primitive to say the least.  

Once we landed on the beach we then had an hour’s walk up 

a steep narrow muddy path through the jungle. Beside the 

path was an unexploded WWII Japanese bomb found the 

previous week when the villagers were clearing the path for 

us. 

 We slept on our lilos on the floor of the teachers’ huts with 

our food kept in boxes hanging from the rafters to stop the 

mice, who ran all over the floor at night, getting at it. Our 

bathing facility was a 44 gallon drum fed by a pipe coming out 

of the hill side. Little did we know at the time that pipe ran 

firstly through the pig field!  

Our meals area was a bamboo lean too and washing was 

done a basin outside. The toilet required quite a walk up the 

hill to a bamboo hut with a deep hole in the middle. Good fun 

in the dark with a small torch in hand and listening to all the 

mice gnawing at the bamboo in the dark.  

The village people treated us to ceremonies and feasts and 

wonderful times together.  

 After an amazing life changing 4 weeks we returned to our 

homes.  

Once home we discovered the next stage of the project – to 

raise thousands of dollars to build Manggai High School 

Manual Arts Centre, New Ireland.  

Our small Victorian Contingent was adopted by Intouch, the 

Youth Division of Methodist Overseas Missions. Four of us, 

together with our new found Intouch friends, spent almost 

every weekend of 1974 travelling throughout Victoria and 

Southern New South Wales on deputations to promote the 

project and raise the funds.  

We held other numerous fund raising activities, including a ’24 

hour starvathon’ where we were sponsored not to eat but also 

people paid to come and eat in front of us. While ‘starving’ we 

also made lamingtons to help fund raise!  

Over the year we raised in excess of $6000. This may not 

seem a lot but in 1974 it was more than my annual salary as a 

teacher.  

At the opening of the new building at Manggai, Chief Minister 

of PNG, Mr Michael Semare praised the building and the work 

of the work parties.  

Certainly an amazing experience and lifelong friendships 

formed.  
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JUST FOR LAUGHS 

    Just burned 2,000 calories.  

That’s the last time I leave brownies in the oven while I nap.  


