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 Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc.                           FEBRUARY 2026 

In Friendship 

Hello Everyone,

Welcome to our February newsletter letter.

We really are feeling the heat just now, with a lack of 

rain things are looking very brown and sad.

We must always look to the positive though and 

know that the rains will come eventually.

Our Probus year too, is coming to an end. Time to 

look forward to another year of special outings, 

enjoyed with friends already made and the prospect 

of making new friendships along the way.

This is what Probus is all about, friends enjoying 

experiences together.

Our club prides itself on being inclusive. We must 

always keep this in mind and make everyone feel 

welcome. 

At our meeting on February 26th I ask anyone who would like to help with the 

organising of our club, to speak to Mark and put your name forward as a committee 

member for 2026.

It is so important that we have a vibrant committee. The task is very easy, only one 

committee meeting per month. This is where plans are discussed and decisions 

spoken about before the President puts these ideas to the general meeting.
continued overleaf

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

GENERAL MEETING : Thursday February 26th

      TIME :  10:00 for an 10:30 am start.

   VENUE :  
 Blackburn Hotel Function Room
 111 Whitehorse Road, Blackburn. 

SPEAKER :  
Janet Werkmeister 
Melbourne in the Roaring Twenties



 2

All positions will be declared vacant at our AGM, President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer and up to five committee positions must be filled. Remember when you put 
your name forward for a general committee roll you are not applying for any particular 
job. The decision is made within the committee after discussion with each person about 
who would like to fulfill each roll.

I am asking you all to seriously consider helping in this way. I know time and other 
commitments prevent some people being available but for most of you, don’t let fear 
hold you back. I have thoroughly enjoyed my three years at the “helm”. It was not at all 
“scary”.

As most of you know the cost of hiring our room at the Blackburn hotel has increased 
considerably. We may have to consider another venue, you will be kept informed of any 
developments.

The funds we have available depend on our membership numbers. The last thing we 
want to do is increase our fees.

If we could just build our numbers to around fifty persons our problems would be solved.

Please think if you can invite friends, family members or neighbours to join that would be 
great.

As I end this report I wish all those who are sick or feeling unwell a speedy recovery, we 
hope you are on top of the world again soon.

Until Thursday, keep safe, well and happy.

Anne.  x 
Anne Carruthers
President
Probus Club of Kerrimuir

Morning Melodies at the Dandenong RSL on the 17th Feb
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From Mark and Marjorie Langdon

I have made a number of bookings for our Probus Club at The Round for 

2026 – refer table below.

Seats are limited.  If you would like to attend it is on a “first come first 

served basis”.  So, in order to secure your seat please make the appropriate payment into the Club’s 

Activities Account by the nominated due date. Seating confirmation is based on receipt of payment not 

by registration of interest.

•  Name of Account:  Probus Club of Kerrimuir

•  BSB:  633 000

•  Account Number:  163 741 325

When you make your payment, please send me an email at mjlangdon2@bigpond.com to confirm your 

payment. Once all the seats have been purchased, I will let everyone know.

Remember to be quick to secure your seat as all the shows are extremely popular.

Note all shows include morning or afternoon tea, except for 42nd Street.

Show (Details below) Date and Time Seats Available Cost Payment Due

42nd Street 31st May at 1.30pm 10 $60 17th April

Bernadette Robinson 10th June at 2pm 15 $24 24th April

The Broadway We Love 15th July at 2pm 15 $24 5th June

The Australian Balet School 5th August at 2pm 10 $24 19th June

Pot Pourri starring Tania Dejong 18th November at 2pm 10 $24 16th October

Morning Melodies at the Lilydale International.

Great morning. Lunch was good. Especially the banana fritters!

Photo and caption from Lorraine K
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AT OUR LAST MEETING

Our  Speaker :    Darren Arnott

WW11 internment camp in Rowville

Report : Margret  Paterson

At our January meeting, we welcomed Keiran 

Smith, President of Boronia Probus, who spoke to 

us about the history of the Archibald Prize.

The Archibald Prize,  an Australian portraiture art 

prize for painting, is regarded as the most 

prestigious portrait prize in Australia.

Commencing in 1921, following a bequest from 

Mr J F Archibald, Editor of the Bulletin, the 

competition has now been running over 100 

years, and attracts a huge number of entries each 

year. It attracts a prize for the winning artist of 

$100,000. ( The first prize was £400).

The first winner of the Archibald Prize in 1921 was William McInnes, who went on to win the 

award seven times. He was only eclipsed by Sir William Dargie, who was successful eight times.

The first woman to be awarded the prize was Judy Cassab in 1960. She was successful twice, as 

was fellow female artist Kathryn Barton.

Subjects comprised many famous people

including Sir Robert Menzies, William Dobell, Dame Elizabeth Murdoch, Banjo Paterson, Gough 

Whitlam, Albert Namatjira and David Gulpilil.

Interestingly, portraits of Margaret Ollie won the prize twice.

The only years that no Archibald Prize was awarded were 1964 and1980, as judges decided that 

no entry submitted was good enough. Keiran declared surprise at that, showing us submitted 

portraits , praised by many art experts at the time.

Keiran explained that over the years, the prize has not been free of controversy; there was even  a 

court case involving William Dobel and Joshua Smith.

The latest Archibald Prize, in 2025, was awarded to Julie Fragar for her portrait of fellow artist 

Justene Williams.

Keiran presented this interesting topic with enthusiasm and humour; we all found it very 

enjoyable and entertaining.
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Our Activities :      Details & Sign up sheets available at our meeting 

Contact Val Donnely unless otherwise advised

Sausage Sizzle 
Monday 2nd March @ 11:30 am

BBQ Area

Ruffey Lake Park
Victoria Street

Templestowe

All food supplied ie Sausages, Bread, Onions &Sauce

BYO Drinks and Chairs
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JUST FOR LAUGHS     from Val


