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23" May: Three Kerrimurians and a friend gathered together with members
of Ringwood Clocktower, Croydon Park and Lilydale Probus Clubs at a designated
pick-up spot in the early hours of a cold and frosty morning. There was also a
small contingent from Tudor Village, Lilydale. Fortunately, the coach arrived soon
to transfer us to the airport to begin our sun-filled and fun-filled adventure.

Visits to Koorana Crocodile Farm, High Valley Dawn Farm (eco-farming &
permaculture), Waterpark Farm (production/distillery of pure tea tree oil) and
Henderson Park Station (commercial Brahman beef property) were both
informative and eye-openers. It is a wonderful tribute to the respective owners
that each one is so passionate about his/her enterprise. Henderson Park Station
has also diversified into tourism, and has purpose-built holiday accommodation
plus a wedding reception venue. We were treated to a “paddock to plate”
cooking demonstration by a chef from High Valley Dawn Farm, and a delicious

entree concoction was served for dinner later that evening.

What a marvellous afternoon we had at Ferns Hideaway! On arrival, we were
greeted by cameras and later realised Channel 9 was on-site to film a
documentary (to be aired in September) of this lovely resort hideaway. Not only
did we feast on an array of delicious sandwiches and slices, but we were also
serenaded by Marto (co-owner). Soon we were singing along in nostalgic bliss
and dancing the afternoon away! Regrettably and reluctantly, we had to leave
several hours later.

Other highlights included a cruise on the Fitzroy River, a visit to Rockhampton
Botanical Gardens and Emu Park, a small coastal town with amazing sights and of
historical significance. On our final night of this short adventure, we were treated
to a lovely 3-course home-cooked meal at the Footlights Theatre Restaurant. To
top this, we enjoyed a hilarious evening full of belly laughs from the very clever
and witty production put on by the owners and staff.

Our accommodation at the Salt Beachfront Apartments was very comfortable
and well-appointed. Overall, we had some lovely meals, and sampled a varied
cuisine. A big “thank you” to Trade Travel personnel (Tracey, Kay and Grant),
coach drivers, local tour guides, and a very dedicated tour leader (Anne) for this
opportunity of a memorable time away. Hopefully, many inter-club friendships
have also been fostered.
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