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Probus Kerrimuir 
Celebrates its  
5th Birthday  

 
on Thursday August 24th 

At  Vibrante 
 133 James St, 

 Templestowe. 
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 Newsletter of the Probus Club of Kerrimuir Inc.                                                                                            AUGUST 2023 

 
 

 

Hello Everyone, 

Here we are in August and about to celebrate a 

special milestone. How quickly this year is going and 

how quickly our 5th birthday has come around. 

As we look back on those first five years, it seems 

like only yesterday since a preliminary meeting was 

held to discuss the formation of the Kerrimuir Probus 

Club. 

The first official meeting of this newly formed club 

was held on 26th July 2018 at Good Hope Church, 

our current venue. 

At this meeting, Irene Edmonds became our first President. 

We certainly owe Irene a debt of gratitude for the extreme effort she put in 

during that first formative year. Now in our fifth year, we remember her 

fondly and say "May she rest in peace". 

From those humble beginnings our club has continued to grow. 

We are pleased to welcome new members at most meetings and we are 

extremely proud of the vibrant, well supported group we have become. 

Marjorie and Mark had the unenviable task of guiding us through the awful 

Covid years. It is with thanks to them we are still up and running today, 

many other clubs were not so fortunate during that time. 

Now we have reached our fifth year, my wish is that it will continue to be 

"smooth sailing" and may we all look forward to many more good things on 

the road ahead. 

Let us celebrate and enjoy this special birthday. 

Anne. x 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Anne Carruthers 
President 
Probus Club of Kerrimuir 
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LAST MONTH 

Report from Joan Manshon 

One of our newest members, Val Evans gave an insightful talk on 
the life of her mother, who was born in Surrey, England, in 1909, 
while her father came from Yorkshire.  Her mother, Annie Louisa 
Hewitt, known as Louie to her family, was one of 6 children.  Her 
father died when Louie was 6 years old.  Her mother remarried 
but unfortunately the second husband was a violent man so life 
was very difficult. 
 
At 13 Louie obtained her first job working part-time for a Minister 
and his wife for a few days.  This was followed by employment in 
a large manor house where she was the “tweenie maid” – the 
lowliest position amongst the servants - to a rich family in the 
nearby village of Weybridge. The housekeeper and chambermaid 
gave her their unwanted jobs.  Then at 3.00pm each day she became the responsibility 
of the cook.  At 15 she was working a 15-hour day for a weekly wage of 2 shillings and 
6 pence.  

 
Having educated herself through books, at 17 she decided to migrate.  She was given 
the choice of Canada or Australia as her destination, and chose Australia.  Louie, along 
with a large contingent of girls and boys, was strictly chaperoned on the ship, but loved 
the experience, and during 8 weeks on board, learnt to dance, smoke, and made 
lifelong friends.  In Melbourne she was chosen by a wealthy family to be the cook-
general.  Unfortunately, her employers were not very kind people, she was locked in her 
room at night, and given a half day off a fortnight.  She remained in their employ for 2 
months.  She became adept at using the window to escape from the locked room in the 
evenings, but one night was caught.  The result was instant dismissal. 
 
Louie was then employed as cook-cleaner and companion to Lady Baldwin Spencer, 
widow of Sir Baldwin Spencer, a world-renowned anthropologist, who had died in Chile.  
Finally, she was in a situation where she was so valued, that she was treated as a 
daughter, even making her debut.  Val told us that many of the people she referred to 
as “Auntie” and “Uncle” eventually turned out to be people of significant renown in 
Melbourne, who had been friends of the Baldwin Spencers. 
 

Val’s interest in her family history was sparked when a friend and her husband became 
ill, and the Palliative Care nurses suggested that in times of serious illness, it was 
worthwhile gathering information to be compiled in a memory book for relatives, once 
the sick person had passed.  The discovery of her mother’s diary was an added 
incentive, and she decided the story needed to be recorded for future generations. 
 

Val told us this story with her usual enthusiasm, which was so infectious, that members 
were captivated listening to her.  It was a most interesting talk of a strong, hardworking, 
courageous woman, whose determination saw her succeed in difficult circumstances.  

  

Thank you, Val, for sharing an important part of your family history with us. 

MY MOTHER, THE TWEENIE MAID     SPEAKER  Val Evans  
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Several members attended and enjoyed the lunch at The Terminus in Healesville 

 Many thanks Denise Carrig for these fabulous photos 

Positive Ageing in Whitehorse 
The City of Whitehorse is expanding its Positive Ageing service and want your 
feedback to help ensure the service responds to the needs of our community.  

Learn more  at   https://yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/positive-ageing 

https://yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/positive-ageing
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

COFFEE ‘N CHAT 

WHEN:  10: 30 am on Wed 6th September 

WHERE:                             
 
 

           Level 2, Forest Hill Chase 

  

 

162 Coleman Pde  Glen Waverley 

Thursday September 14  @  1PM    *( Not  12noon!) 

Light Lunch Menu $22   

Seniors 1 Course $18  2 Courses  $23  * plus a la carte menu  

Bookings Close Friday Sept 8 with  

Robyn Howard  0423 050 195 robynhoward@gmail.com   

or Denise Carrig 0409 522 322 dcarrig@optusnet.com.au 

Come earlier as parking can take time. Take note of parking times please. 

September Dine Out  

 

  

Chelsea Australian Garden  
24 The Georgian Road Olinda         Entry: FREE 

Meet at 10am to view this Award Winning Garden 

There are two carparks either side of the entrance .The Chelsea Garden is 600mts from entry  

Access through the garden is by a single path that is steep in parts with a hand rail.  

 

Lunch will be at Ranges of Olinda  Café  

5 Olinda -Monbulk Rd Olinda at approx. 12noon.  

 A tempting array of light lunches including pies quiches and focaccia’s and of course coffee! 

Parking is behind the café . Tour the local shops after lunch  

Tuesday September 26  

mailto:robynhoward@gmail.com
mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

Old Treasury Building        
 Private  Guided Tour      Cost $10 pp 

20 Spring St Melbourne….. easily accessible by Public Transport. 

Please arrive at 11:45am  for Tour commencing at 12noon   

    There are many interesting exhibitions currently on display including  

A Changing World: The Lost Jobs  & Women Working for Victory in WW2  

We also tour the Gold Vault and View early Public Records. 

Lunch will be at The Spaghetti Tree        59 Bourke St Melbourne.    

 A short walk from the Old Treasury Building. A step back in time  

a friendly restaurant with tradition Italian food an icon of Melbourne for many years 

 Bookings with :   Robyn Howard  0423 050 195  robynhoward@gmail.com or 

Denise Carrig  0409 522 322 dcarrig@optusnet.com.au 

Tuesday August 29  

For details contact : 

 Anne Oughtibridge 

042 206 8493. 

mailto:robynhoward@gmail.com
mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
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While browsing through the local paper one day, in Sydney 

where I lived, I came across an advertisement for an 

amateur musical company and it read 'desperately 

needing people for our forthcoming production of 

'Naughty Marietta'. I thought it sounded like good fun, and 

they were desperate,  so I joined. Little did I know I would 

be spend the next 15 years singing and dancing and having 

great fun. 

I was by no means all that talented but was happy to be in 

the chorus doing my little bit. I did three productions 

before I came to Melbourne.  

When I came to Melbourne, The Age newspaper had a fabulous section on Fridays telling 

readers what was happening in the entertainment scene. This was  where I found Babirra 

Players, a Gilbert and Sullivan group, that was holding auditions for the operetta Iolanthe.  I 

was not familiar with any of their works, so I jumped at the opportunity for me to learn 

and also for my children to be exposed to this comical entertainment. Many times I would 

come on stage to see my two older children in the front row laughing very loudly having a 

wonderful time. I went on to perform two seasons a year for the next 10 years in a variety 

of G&S works. A highlight was the year my eldest daughter joined in the production of 

Princess Ida. 

Babirra was a great group to be a part of, especially when being led by the musical director, 

Brian Clough.  At Christmas we would sing  at shopping venues, retirement complexes, 

hospital wards, even the prison ward at St Vincent's hospital. One memorable occasion 

was singing at Hamer Hall at the Arts Centre for a charity fund raising. I now have a passion 

for opera  and my greatest thrill was when Mark and I went to a performance of Puccini's 

La Boheme at La Scala in Milan.  

Babirra has changed a lot since I was involved. 

Now all the performers are very talented, not 

just the leads. The leads are now aged similar 

to the character they are portraying and 

everyone can dance.  

I no longer sing or dance but I still enjoy going 

to live performances.  

Member Profile— MARJORIE LANGDON  
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Member — VAL EVANS 

Val’s full name is Valerie Evans – 
unfortunately her parents didn’t give her a 
second name (something which caused her 
quite a degree of angst as a child when 
school friends said “but everyone’s got a 
middle name”.)  She was born pre-war and 
her younger brother was born post-war – 
and he WAS given a second name, so 
perhaps her parents learned something in 
the intervening years.   
 
Her childhood and teenage years were 
spent in East Prahran. She loved her school 
days at Windsor Primary, Malvern Central 
and MacRobertson Girls’ High Schools and 
the two closest friends she made on her 
first day at primary school are still her 
closest friends today.   
 
In 1960, Val married her husband Max at All 
Saints Church of England in East St. Kilda – 
the same church in which her parents had 
married in 1937.  They purchased their first 
home in Oakhill Avenue, Reservoir, a few 
months before their marriage and over the 
next eleven years (before moving to 
Doncaster where they lived for 43 years) 
they renovated the huge old rambling 
home (unfortunately ripping out many of 
the oak-panelled fireplaces and 
“modernising” most of the “old fashioned” 
features, although they did retain the many 
magnificent leadlight windows).  
 
 Max was becoming quite frail when In 
2021 Val took him for a drive around his 
childhood haunts and they were delighted 
to see that 3 Oakhill had been beautifully 
renovated and restored back to its original 
glory.  They introduced themselves to the 
new owners; had a couple of wonderful 

visits and were able 
to tell them the 
history of the 
house and share a 
lot of reminisces.  
Val thinks that was 
when she really 
became interested 
in family history as 
she realised that 
once lost, family 
anecdotal stories 
can’t be replaced. 

Max and Val were married for over 62 years 
before he passed away early last year.  

 

 Val gave birth to their only child, a son 
(Mark) in 1965. She has two grandchildren 
Jessica (25), Samuel (22) and a daughter-in-
law Fiona who she loves dearly since first 
meeting her when she was 16.  Val says she 
can’t remember a time when she hasn’t 
loved and been fulfilled by both her 
working life and her home and family life 
and feels she is fortunate to have “happy 
genes”.  

 

 She was Secretary to the Federal Minister 
for Air and Civil Aviation before her 
marriage and she’s also worked at 
Associated Newspapers, the Institute of 
Public Affairs and alongside her husband in 
their family Caravan businesses. In the early 
70’s Val’s son Mark volunteered her for a 
job at Carey Grammar School where he was 
a pupil.  She was to take on a variety of 
roles at Carey before retiring at the end of 
2022 – a 30 year joyous involvement. 
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At present, Val’s family are living in New 
York; one of her sisters-in-law has dementia 
and lives in care; her other sister-in-law 
lives in Adelaide and her niece and her 
family are residing on Jeju Island off the 
coast of South Korea.  While many think it 
would be easy for Val to relate to the old 
song “I’m a lonely little Petunia in an onion 
patch”, it’s not Val’s nature and so she’s 
busy, contented, independent, fulfilled and 
living a happy life while minding her 
family’s latest cocker spaniel and keeping 
up with their overseas adventures via 
What’s App. (ah, the joys of the internet !!) 
 
Val says she loves researching family 
history, gardening, cooking, eating out and 
travelling and over the years she has 
immersed herself in a great number of 
handcrafts including porcelain painting; 
porcelain figurine making; decorating eggs; 
painting in oils, gouaches and watercolours; 
knitting and crochet; silk ribbon embroidery 
and beading, and her latest (20 year) focus 
on making greeting cards.  

She and Max spent long leisurely summer 
holidays with their caravan and boat at Lake 
Eildon; caravanned extensively around the 
Australian Outback which they loved and 
were fortunate to have many overseas trips 
from the mid 80’s – their favourite 
destinations being Egypt; Morocco; 
Switzerland and Italy.  In later years they 
enjoyed cruising, especially to and around 
Japan – all great destinations. 
 
Val enjoys being busy and involved and over 
the years she has cherished her roles and 
memberships at Manningham U3A; as 
Secretary and Team Manager for Old Carey 
Football Club; with Box Hill/Mitcham VIEW 
Club and more recently with Kerrimuir 
PROBUS.  She continues to tutor card-
making to small groups of older ladies and 
her current passion is investigating and 
documenting more about her forebears.  
Val says that she’s fortunate to be in good 
health and she looks forward to many more 
years of involvement in the things that she 
enjoys and with the people that she meets. 

continued — VAL EVANS 

VEGEMITE TURNS 100 THIS YEAR 

In “Food Fetish From Australia”, his 1987 story for 

 the New York Times, Nicholas D Kristof wrote, 

   

 “Vegemite is not just a food to many Australians;  

it is a symbol of the country,  

a venerated part of the culture.”  

Read the article from 

https://www.broadsheet.com.au/feature/100-years-vegemite 

https://broadsheet.com.au/leave?url=https://www.nytimes.com/1987/02/16/style/food-fetish-from-australia.html
https://www.broadsheet.com.au/feature/100-years-vegemite
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JUST FOR LAUGHS 

The 2023 Comedy Pet Photography awards  

See shortlisted images  at      

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/gallery/2023/jul/14/the-2023-comedy-pet-photography-awards-in-pictures 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/gallery/2023/jul/14/the-2023-comedy-pet-photography-awards-in-pictures
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October  10   

William Angliss Training College 

Bookings Close  October 3   

with Denise   dcarrig@optusnet.com.au  or  0409 522 322 

550 Little Lonsdale St Melbourne arrive 12 noon for Lunch 12:30pm        

See Menu  at  Angliss 

  

October 25 

Mornington  Market  Main St 9am -3pm    

Fashion Crafts Jewellery  Fresh Produce Plants and much much more 

Lunch at The Grand Hotel  Main St.  

Bookings for Lunch close October 17   

with Denise  dcarrig@optusnet.com.au or 0409 522 322 

  

October 31 

Lunch at The Pancake Parlour   12noon 

550 Doncaster Rd  Doncaster Plenty of Parking behind the Restaurant 

Look out for Tuesday $10 Pancake  Specials 

  

November 

Our  Christmas Lunch Rose Cottage    12noon 

251 Olinda – Monbulk Rd Monbulk 

Contact Marjorie for details  mjlangdon2@bigpond.com 

SAVE THE DATE 

mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/454/Angliss_Menu_Term_3_-_2023.pdf
mailto:dcarrig@optusnet.com.au
mailto:mjlangdon2@bigpond.com

