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Vale John Connolly

John Connolly a much loved, highly respected Club Member passed away two weeks ago after a short iliness. John
was the President of the Probus Club of Bentleigh during the COVID years of 2021 and 2022. He led the Club during
those stressful years with great skill and humour. John always greeted members with a cheerful smile and humorous
story told in his Irish accent. He and Geraldine were regular attendees at our lunches and coffee and chat gatherings.
Twenty-five members gathered at St Finbar’s Church and after at a wake in Brighton to farewell John. He was born in
a country town of Ireland, migrated as a young man to Australia, lived in Sydney, met Geraldine, took a job as a car
salesman and retired as a general manager of a well-known car group. John was a very humble, modest family man
with a great sense of humour who enjoyed life to the fullest with Geraldine, sons Sean and Tim and two
grandchildren. He will be greatly missed.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop”. Confucius
BIRTHDAYS Congratulations to Karen Ellis, Pam Dwyer and Erica Harper

SPEAKERS (If members have suggestions for future speakers, please contact David Halford).

14 May

Sue Seegstra

Northern Holland

11% June

Winton Marsh

Lies our mothers didn’t’ tell us!
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
Coffee & Chat

Our next get together will be on Thursday 28%* May, 2026 at about 10.30am in the back lounge of the Bentleigh RSL.
Everyone is welcome to stay on for lunch.

Walking Group Venues (Alan Ambrose 0407 711 030)

Tuesday 19*" May Karkarook Park: In Warrigal Rd, Heatherton. Meet in the first car park off Fairchild
St. at 10.00am. Coffee at the ARCO Bar..

Tuesday 16" June Braeside Park. Lower Dandenong Rd, Braeside. Meet in the No. 10 car park at
10.00am
Tuesday 14% July Allnutt Park: In Bentleigh, meet in the car park in Beech St (off Wheatley Rd) at
10.00am
Book Club

The next regular meeting will be on Tuesday 2" June 2026 at 11.00am in the back lounge of the Bentleigh RSL. The
month’s book will be “The Stolen” by Vicki Petraitis. The Stolen is an emotionally rich Australian thriller that
crackles with tension. Gripping, heartfelt, and intelligent.

Movie Group

Please register your name with Margaret Darvell (0402 342 202). Margaret will advise the date, time and place for
the next movie.

Live Theatre

Seven Club members attended the Encore Theatre production of “GAS LIGHT” on Sunday 3™ May. It was a classic
Victorian era thriller, that defined the term “gaslighting”. Everyone agreed it was a marvellous production with
excellent acting and an incredible stage setting typical of the era. Thanks to Sylvia Garrick for organising a great
Sunday afternoons entertainment.

TOURS & DAY TRIPS
Tours and Trips for 2026

May 27th — Visit to the Old Treasury Building Melbourne. This is one of the finest 19" century buildings in Australia.
It represents the grandeur, wealth and confidence of Melbourne in the 1860s.

On display are several exhibitions. Memories of the Swinging Sixties, Stories of the Yarra River, Foundations of the
City, History of Protests in Melbourne and a History of the Gold Rush presented in the basement Gold Vaults.
Visitors can sit and enjoy marvellous archival footage from the National Film and Archive Museum of (1) A Cavalcade
of Australia 1901-1961, (2) the 1896 Melbourne Cup, (3) A Sunday morning in 1920 and (4) the opening of Luna Park.
Entry if free and the Old Treasury Building is a short walk from Parliament Station. When exiting the Station in Spring
Street a short walk south will take you to the steps at the entrance of Old Treasury Building. There is lift access at the
rear of Building which is sign posted. The doors open at 10am.

Afterwards we can assemble at 11.30 am for lunch at the Imperial Hotel on the corner of Bourke and Spring Streets
where a reservation has been made. The hotel is a short walk from the exhibition.

If you are interested in attending, please put your name on the list at the front desk.
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Swinging 60s Fashions Making Modern Melbourne Foundations of a City
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July - Government House Tour - Melbourne

August - Winery Tour - Yarra Valley or Mornington Peninsula

September - High Country Tour No. 1, 5 day fully inclusive tour with 4 nights based in Wangaratta with
O'Shannessy's Quality Tours. Cost $2795 per person Thursday 3rd September to Monday 7th September. Visits to
Beechworth, Yarrawonga, Boat Cruise on Lake Mulwala, Bright, Whitfield, Mansfield and Lake Eildon
https://www.oshannessys.com.au/tours/high-country-spring-tour-1-2026-5-day-tour#tlLearnMore

November - Beleura Homestead and Gardens. Tour of homestead and gardens with Lunch

LUNCHES
In April, members enjoyed lunch at the Naked Racer Restaurant, Cheltenham, with its huge array of motor bikes of
all vintages on display. It is a great venue not only for those who are motor bike enthusiasts, but also for those who
enjoy the large variety of related memorabilia on display.
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Antiques and memorabilia on display at the Naked Our President posing with her new best friend who is
Racer showing little interest

Phil about to relive his youth The two Peters taking possession of an old Juke Box

May Lunch — Thursday 21% May at the Mulgrave Country Club corner of Wellington and Jells Road Wheelers Hill, 12
for 12-30pm. Members will order and pay for their own lunch and drinks. There is plenty of parking. Please put you
name on the sheet at the front desk.

June Lunch — Thursday 18" June at Cheltenham RSL

DINE OUT

Friday 5'" June at The Bank 75A Koornang Road Carnegie, 6-30 for 7pm. Members will order and pay for their own
lunch and drinks. Please put you name on the sheet at the front desk.

IMPORTANT. If you put your name down to attend a function, and you cannot go, please inform Helen or the
event organiser.
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MANAGEMENT MATTERS

Club Web Site: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/bentleighc/Welcome. Note: All activities listed in
this newsletter can be viewed on the Club’s website. This site has a lot of very useful information including
photographs from trips and lunches, “Active Retirees Magazine”, “Victorian Probian Magazine”.

Code of Conduct and Privacy Policy

We are distributing copies of a Code of Conduct and Privacy Policy produced by the Committee, as recommended by
Probus South Pacific. Please read these short documents as we will be voting on these at the June Meeting.

The Committee is looking for a member to help with publicity such as writing stories about club activities to
submit to the Probian Newspaper. If anyone would like to take on this job, please contact either Helen Byron or
Alan Ambrose

PLEASE NOTE: New Club email address — bentleighprobus@gmail.com
JUST FOR LAUGHS:
You Know You're Getting Old When...
e ...your birthday cake is a fire hazard.
e ..your back goes out more than you do.
e ..you get a "senior discount" and you don't even ask for it.
e ..you turn a wonderful shade of blue at the beach—from holding your stomach in.
e ..yousit on the toilet and try to remember if you already went.

e ..your doctor refers to you by your first name, then immediately asks for your date of birth, just to make
sure you're still alive.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 11" June

Please note: all meetings are the second Thursday of each month
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