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Dear Members, 

Writing this on a sunny winter’s day is uplifting. It’s been very disappointing that we haven’t been 

able to meet for so long. Our general meetings and activities provide so much friendly social 

interaction and no doubt you are missing this greatly. For a time it seemed that the coronavirus 

infection rates were gradually declining and there was an anticipation that the AGM wouldn’t be too 

far away. Unfortunately there could still be a long way to go before groups of our size will be able to 

meet safely.  

We haven’t had any feedback of members being ill from the virus and that’s likely due to everyone 

following the social distancing recommendations. Within our age demographic playing it safe is 

especially important. 

Whilst most of our activities have been in limbo Scrabble and Mahjong have resumed and “Tunstall 

Tippers” are also at play online. Other groups are eagerly waiting for further lifting of restrictions. It’s 

a matter of wait and see. For those of you with email services Bruce Ricketts’ regular mail out of 

humorous cartoons, jokes and video clips have been very well received and the feedback has been 

wonderful. Bruce has received hundreds of emails in response. Thank you Bruce for the many hours 

you have taken to compile these messages and to those of you who contributed. Our buddy system 

has also been an effective way of keeping in touch with members.  

If you have any suggestions or questions about how the club can assist you over this coronavirus 

period please let me know. We are keen to help in any way possible.  

It’s regrettable that our AGM couldn’t be held last March so your committee has continued to hold 

their current positions and have been working behind the scenes on club business. Just recently we 

held an online Zoom meeting to discuss plans for the future. Due to the pandemic, clubs have been 

given up to August this year to hold their annual meeting. Failing that we will need to apply for a 

further extension of time which could see our meeting being delayed until October. One way of 

avoiding an endless wait for permission to meet is to hold our AGM via Zoom. This application allows 

up to 100 people to meet on a video link from home for 40 minutes, theoretically allowing enough 

time to get through the order of business including the confirmation of the new committee. 

Committee will investigate if this is feasible as we only require 25% of our members with access to 

Zoom to form a quorum.  

Regarding the annual fees, as mentioned in my last report to you in April, we will base this charge on 

a pro-rata depending on the date of resumption of activities. No decision can be made at this stage 

of course.  

I might slip in an oft asked question here: “Can we have expressions of interest for the positions of 

Secretary and Day Tours please?”  These are the last two position we haven’t had nominations for. 

There will come a crunch time when this has to be resolved so please give it some thought again. 

Some pleasing news is that our club has been given a grant of $1000 to help offset the cost of 

maintaining the defibrillator and related health and safety items. That will be wisely spent in the 

current financial year. 

On the home front, we haven’t eaten out for months. When supermarket shelves were bare of 

bakers flour I decided to outsmart them and order online. It took a month before 20kg arrived late in 

April. Since then I’ve joined the sourdough craze and haven’t bought bread since. Give it a go 

Best wishes to you all 

Tom Grucza —President 
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Margaret Edgington: Club Member from 2012 until 2020 
 

Margaret passed away very suddenly on April 30, 2020. 

It is with great sadness, that due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, we were prevented from 
attending her Memorial Service, in the week following her death, in the Church which she 

loved and had attended for many, many years. 
 
Margaret was larger than life! 
 
Despite issues with her health, she led a very varied and fulfilling life. 

She loved her garden, and walking her faithful companion dog, Ricky. 

She adored Ricky, who sometimes played with Jenny Balshaw’s dog, Buddy. 
Margaret loved exchanging doggy photos, and doggy news with Jenny. 

 

Margaret’s talents were many: Music of all sorts brought her great pleasure—singing in 
several choirs, receiving an award from Maroondah Singers, for 40 years loyal service. 

 
She loved theatre and ballet, and she was a talented artist, she loved a chat, and could 
always tell a good story, with a wonderful sense of humour. 

 

Volunteering at Centre 81, the welfare centre of her Church was also important 
 

Over the last eight years Margaret has immensely enjoyed being a member of our Club, 

enjoying the local outings, dine-outs, and extended travel. 
 

Many of us will remember the talk she gave at one of our meetings, when she shared some 
of her life’s memories—she only got to 1960, and promised to continue on, somewhere 
down the track—we will never get to hear those memories. 

 
Margaret was widowed many years ago, but her only son, Alastair, was regularly on hand to 

see to her needs, often living at home with her when life needed to be sorted out. 
To Alastair, we extend our heartfelt sympathy, on the loss of his Mother, and our friend.  
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To all the members of the Thursday morning Armchair Travel Group, hope you are 
well.  I’m sure that we are all missing our Travel, and, particularly our chat over 
morning tea.   
Looking forward to seeing you when we are allowed.  
Take care—Judy Kemp 
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ANYONE FOR LUNCH? 
It has been so sad to see the passing of dates in May and June when we could have shared a meal 
and conversation at say the RACV or Zest but understandably COVID19 put a stop to that. 
However, as restrictions are lifting there is an opportunity for those of you who would like to 
attend a lunch at Fedele’s Ristorante Italiano, 460 Springvale Road, Glen Waverley, on Wednesday 
29th July at 12.00 noon. Fedele’s has been around for over 25 years and is known for its good 
service and great food. 
The menu is a la carte and you can view the selections at www.fedeles.com.au. 
The $45 special is not available. Members would be responsible for paying their own bill on the 
day.  
Parking is excellent and it is easy to find on Springvale Road as it is beside the Swim School. Due to 
current distancing requirements they will allow us to have 15-20 attend. 
If you are interested and committed to coming could you please let me know by 22nd July 
 
OUR BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
This is a day when we usually have a wonderful lunch to celebrate our birthday. It is the happy 
celebration that we are all in need of at the moment. 
I just want to let you know that things are in place for this to happen however there are so many 
variables due to the coronavirus that all the stars have to be in line and all our fingers crossed. It 
may help if COVID19 is more under control in Victoria. 
At the moment your committee intends to have our birthday  
at Club Kilsyth, 1/15 Canterbury Road, Bayswater North  
on Friday 18th September at 12.30pm. 
Cost is $40 per member for a two-course meal plus cake and tea and coffee. 
Drinks at bar prices. 
Car pooling available. 
Plus, lots of surprises 
 
 
This has been an interesting and cautious time for all of us. 
I am still wary as to how much socialising we can do but, I am so looking forward to seeing you and 
chatting with you again. 

 
Robyn Scholes 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

http://www.fedeles.com.au/
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Extended Trips and Tours – Update —Bev. Olbrich 

Whilst overseas travel is definitely not happening in 2020, the following trip within Australia is still 

going ahead for our club and there are still places left. This will be something to look forward to. 

Proud Mary, 9 day Great Southern Rail Journey & Mighty Murray Experience - 13-22 

December, 2020 - $5,545 per person Twin Share.  Single Supplement $6,395 

Eleven club members have already paid the deposit for this tour but there are still places available.  

If you are interested, please contact Bev. Olbrich and relevant details will be sent to you.  

Highlights and inclusions: 

• Return Transfers from the Whitehorse Centre to Airport 

• Airfares from Melbourne to Brisbane including luggage and taxes 

• 1 night luxury CBD accommodation in Brisbane, including breakfast. 

• Gold Service 4 days/3 nights Great Southern Rail Experience 

 Brisbane to Adelaide 

 Private cabin accommodation 

 All inclusive dining in the Queen Adelaide Restaurant 

 All-inclusive Australian wines, beers, base spirits and non-alcoholic beverages. 

 All-inclusive Off Train Excursions and Short Stops. 

• Adelaide Sightseeing Tour 

• 1 night luxury CBD accommodation in Adelaide including dinner and breakfast 

• Barossa Valley Wine Tasting Day Tour 

• 2 night fully inclusive River Murray Nature Cruise on Proud Mary 

 Deluxe river view ensuite accommodation 

 All meals and entertainment 

 Daily nature based shore excursions guided by an ecologist 

 Meals & transfers throughout (as stated in itinerary) 

• 1 night luxury CBD accommodation in Adelaide including dinner and breakfast 

• Airfares from Adelaide to Melbourne including luggage and taxes.   

A non-refundable deposit of $600 per person twin share is due now to secure your cabin.   

Bright Chalet – postponed to March/April 2021 

Escape to the Murray  - postponed to  3-7 May, 2021 
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MAHJONG & SCRABBLE: 

Each Monday, at 12.30 p.m. enthusiastic members eagerly arrive at Biffy 

Robertson’s home, for an afternoon of brain engaging Mahjong. 

A time of fellowship over a cuppa is a relaxing end to the afternoon. 

Our (reduced in number) Scrabble group, which plays on the second Wednesday in 

the month, is also at Biffy’s, and also at 12.30 p.m 

Biffy Robertson 

 

Treasurer’s Report July 2020  —Erich Olbrich               

 

       Financial activity since the last committee meeting on the 19th of March 
 

has been mostly concerned with the refunding of tickets for 3 theatre 
 performances as well as Murray River tour deposits and the annual 
 fees to PSPL and the Probus Association of Victoria. 

   

        The performances were : Billy Elliot, Carol King Musical and the Welsh Choir. 

Deposit refunds for the tour were for 7 people. The sum refunded was $775.  

The total number of tickets refunded was 48, the refund sum was $2,294.50. 

        Except for 7 personal payments to individuals, all other refunds were made 
 by cash direct deposits at the branches of the banks of the recipients. 
 

  

  

      

        On the 23rd of June, the government grant applied for, to cover safety 
 equipment for the Club, was received. 

    This money, a sum of $1000, needs to be spent within the financial year, 
 or else paid back.  

      The Club has previously paid the deposits for the birthday and Christmas 
 lunches, a sum amounting to $450. Hence our total liability is 

  correspondingly reduced. 
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 If you wish to reply to this Questionnaire, please reply to Bruce Ricketts: 
(a) Email 
(b) Mail to our Club mailbox—P.O. Box 15, Blackburn, 3130. 

 
 
 

 
                                 With the AFL 2020 season in total disarray, what hope do we mere  
Mortals                   mortals have of making sense of it all? 
       

                                 After round 5, here is the official score: 
                                 Leading is Robyn (31), a keen Don follower—close on her heels are— 
                                 Lois (Hawks )              30 
                                 Jill (car’n the D”s)      30 
                                 Yvonne (Pies)             29 
                                 Tom (Pies)                  29 
                                 Carol (Essendon)       28 
                                 Des (Go Cats!)            27     
                                 Bruce (Demons)         24  
                                 Lorraine (Demons)    24 
  
                                                               
Good luck for round six (where ever it is) 
Jill Scobie 
                                
  

MEMBERS QUESTIONNAIRE.  
  

1.       Do you believe your Probus Club has kept you informed & supported you well enough 
during this COVID-19 Period? 

If not, what specifically would you like to suggest. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

  
2.       Do you have an email address that has not been provided to our Membership Officer that 

you can now provide to help with more regular communication? 

If so, please advise ……………….……………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………… 

  
3.       What are your expectations of returning to a Probus Club General Meeting ( please tick). 

(a)    I do not wish to attend until limits are taken off number restrictions enabling full club 
capacity, whenever that may be.  (____) 

(b)   I would be happy to attend a meeting where limited numbers are allowed, subject to 
facilities availability & health issues being addressed.    (____) 

  
  

 

 

 

mailto:Email—rickettsbj@bigpond.com.au
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Film Club.—Barry Veitch 
  
Hi to all the binged out, square eyed, cabin fevered stay-at-homes. Seriously we hope you are all 
doing OK and TV entertainment can be a help in these difficult times where our outings are so limited. 
We are sure you have seen a mixture of  entertaining, interesting, informative, uplifting and 
sometimes even utterly mindless stuff on the box.  We have for sure.  Still a way to go so a few 
suggestions if you haven't seen the following, just our opinion, all care and no responsibility. 
  
NETFLIX  Longmire Series - a modern police show set in a small American town, believable characters, 
good on going story, set against the background of a Navajo indian reservation, keeps interest. 
            When Calls the Heart - Elizabeth leaves a rich family to teach in a small town falls in love with 
local Mountie Jack, very light, uplifting overcoming adversity themes. 
            Charite and Charite at War.  Excellent docudramas set in WW1 in Germany. Explores the 
advancement of medical science and politics of diseases in a still existing hospital. Follows the medical 
and personal lives of Koch (TB) Paul Erlich immunology, among others. The main people are real 
authentic characters in history and the events are generally accurate. 
             Unorthodox, a four part series set in an extremely orthodox Hasidic Jewish community in 
Brooklyn  New York. Explores in a detailed and sensitive way how a young married women has to fight 
to find her true self in an unbelievably strict and unyielding religious community especially regarding 
women and their place in family and religion. 
  
SBS on DEMAND 
             Hot Zone  Bit too topical perhaps as it tells of the true events of how America handled a 
potential disaster on the discovery that the ebola virus in an 
             American animal laboratory. 
             Cardinal  A detective series played by an enigimatic detective, different and always keeps your 
interest. 
             As it is in Heaven. This Swedish film will leave you feeling inspired and possibly more 
appreciative in the motivating and binding strength of music. 
             A successful international conductor suddenly interrupts his career and returns alone to his 
childhood village in Norrland, in the far north of Sweden..  
             It is a remarkable story about living life, the passion to pursue one's dream and daring to be 
who you are. You may need tissues for this one. 
  
Don't forget Youtube. Great for travel short documenteries. Rick Steves are probably the best. You 
can search for practically anything, Nina Conti ventriloquist par excellence, Andre Rieu, Sissel, 
Scandinavian soprano, Mormon Tabernacle Choir etc. 
  
We look forward to the time when we can once again enjoy a film in a cinema together.  In the 
meantime if you have any suggestions for the group to watch please let us know and we can mention 
them if and when we have another bulletin. 
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It wouldn’t be a COVID19 Bulletin without some jokes from Bruce. 
Thankyou Bruce for your dedication to keeping us laughing and our minds keen, 
during the ongoing period of isolation. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 HOW WELL DO COUPLES KNOW EACH OTHER? 

  

A group of women were at a seminar at a hotel in inner Melbourne.  
The topic came up – How to live in a loving relationship with your husband? 

 During the sessions, amongst other questions, the women were asked: 

 “How many of you love your husband”? 

 All the women raised their hands. 

 Then they were asked, 

 “When was the last time you told your husband you loved him”? 

 Some women answered – “today”, a few said “yesterday”, but most could 
not remember. 

 
 The women were then told to take out their mobile phones and text their 
husband: 

I love you, sweetheart” 

  
The women then were instructed to exchange phones with another person, 
and to read aloud the text message they received to their message. 

 

 
Below are the best replies: 
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1.   Who the hell is this? 

2.    Eh, mother of my children, are you unwell or what? 

3.   Yeah, I love you too. What is wrong? 

4.   What the hell now? Did you crash the car AGAIN? 

5.   I do not understand what you mean. Explain yourself! 

6.   What in God’s name did you do now? 

7.   Don’t beat about the bush, just tell me how much you need. 

8.   Am I dreaming, or is this a bad joke. 

9.   If you don’t tell me who this message is actually for, someone will be in 
BIG trouble. 

10.  I thought we agreed you would not drink during the day! 

11. Your mother is coming again to stay with us for several weeks, isn’t 
she? 

  

 
HOW TO KNOW WHEN YOU ARE GETTING OLD? 

  

Everywhere hurts – what doesn’t hurt doesn’t work. 

The gleam in your eye is the sun hitting your bifocals. 

You feel like the morning after but you never went out. 

Your black book contains only names ending in M. D. 

You get winded playing cards. 

Your children begin to look middle aged. 

You join a health club but you don’t go. 

A dripping tap causes an uncontrollable urge. 

You know all the answers but nobody asks you the questions. 

You look forward to a dull evening. 

You need glasses to find your glasses. 

You turn out the lights to save money instead of romance. 

You sit in a rocking chair and can’t make it go. 
Your knees buckle but your belt will not.  
Your back goes out more than you do. 

Your house is too big and your medicine chest is too small. 

You sink your teeth into a steak and they stay there. 

  

 
 

This Bulletin is private and confidential, and for Probus use only, and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
We acknowledge the generous support of Mr. Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, and his staff,with the printing 

of this Bulletin. 
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