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Attendances for the September meeting:
Present: 66; Apologies: 33; non-notification: 5 Visitors: 1

OUR GUEST SPEAKER for November 24 meeting is Pete Smith — His times in radio and TV.

LUNCH AFTER MEETING will be at:
The Blackburn, 111 Whitehorse Road, Blackburn, Mel. 47 K9 Phone: 9894 2966

Next Meeting, 26 January 2024 (Australia Day)

This Bulletin is private and confidential, and for Probus use only . It is not to be used for any other purpose.
We acknowledge the generosity of Mr. Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, and his staff, with the
printing of this Bulleti




MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT — November 2023

It is now just 2 years since Victoria was released from Covid Lockdown No.6 and, | would say, we are just
getting back to some normality. The risk has been minimised by the multiple doses of vaccine, but caution
is recommended for our age group. Despite that we have been able to travel both nearer to home and
internationally, Tunstall Probians are doing just that.

Club member numbers were reduced last month due to the absence of members travelling to Sri Lanka and
Norfolk Island and coming home with great memories. Thanks to Erich Olbrich and his team, our meeting
day continued and highlighted with the induction of Colin Chapman. Thanks to all who “kept the home
fires burning”.

We have been fortunate at Tunstall to have had a dedicated committee who have accepted the various
roles to provide members with numerous and varied activities. Most have willingly provided their services
for many years and now it is time for some to retire. | am grateful for their support and will acknowledge
their service when that time comes. But we need members to fill the void. If you would like to help by
either joining our committee and helping with a Special Interest Group please talk to me, or any member of
the committee and we can discuss the role where you can support our club. Or maybe you would like to be
an ex-officio member of the committee, you are most welcome.

With day trips being one of our most popular activities | would appreciate having someone take up the
coordination of that role next year. A special thank you to Maggie Brownlee who has worked so well with
Iris Leach (also stepping down) for their dedicated work over the past years. If you’re a keen day-tripper or
enjoy finding new places to eat please let me know. Whilst nomination forms for committee positions in
2024 won't be issued until January some of you might like to familiarise yourselves with the various role
descriptions. Ask me for a copy or visit the Tunstall Probus website to read it online.

Erich has asked me to remind you that he has been able to reserve additional seats for the shows for
Chicago (17 April 2024) at Her Majesty’s Theatre. He has also increased numbers of tickets on hold from 20
to 25 for Chicago . Erich has also asked that when you pay directly into the club account, in the
“description” only include your surname, name of event and amount, nothing more. The description is
limited to 25 letters including spaces.

Please remember to wear your badges to our functions. Our memory is not too good at times!
It’s been a most enjoyable year and | look forward to celebrating Christmas Lunch at the Knox Club with you

next month. Tunstall Probus will not meet in December but return on the 4™ Friday in January. Note that
this is Australia Day. On behalf of your Committee, | wish you all the very best for the festive season.

Yours in Friendship Fellowship and Fun.
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Colin Chapman —introduced by Erich Olbrich
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PLANT SWAP - at the rear of the kitchen before the meeting and during morning
tea. We are very late in organising our annual plant swap this year but let’s see
how we go. Its free to all those who are interested.

Start gathering pots for potting, fill them with cuttings, or bulbs and nurture them
until our November meeting.

Please remember to take any left-over plants which you may have brought from
home with you at the end of the meeting.

Mahjong — 4™ Monday of the month

We invite anyone that would like to try the original centuries old game of Mahjong
to join us, no experience necessary. This is the Eastern game and not the Western
one.

TIME: 1.00 pm

VENUE: at the home of Robyn Scholes

Film Group - Date: Tuesday 28 November

“Napoleon”

Cinema: Hoyts Forest Hill. Forest Hill Shopping Centre — top floor
Time: 10.00 AM. Please meet at the cinema by 9.45 AM.
Contacts: Margaret and Barry Veitch

City Theatres — “A Christmas Carol” — Comedy Theatre (Mariner Group) — 240
Exhibition Street, Melbourne.

COST: $55.00

TIME: 1.00 pm.

A few members to collect tickets at November meeting,

CHRISTMAS LUNCH at the KNOX CLUB

480 Boronia Road, Wantirna. Mel. 64 A7. Phone 98016466
TIME: 12 noon for 12.30 pm

Table seating lists will be available.
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CHRISTMAS CARD GROUP LUNCH & CARDS will be held on Wednesday
6" December 2023 at 12 NOON at Ricketts residence.

**** please note earlier start ****
Please advise Lorraine if you are NOT able to join us.

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS at The Round (Whitehorse Civic Centre), 397 Whitehorse
Road, Nunawading .
TIME: 11 am with morning tea from 10 am.

Tickets issued TODAY (Nov).

Garden Group — Mont De Lancey 71 Wellington Road, Wandin North. We will
have guided tour of historical Homestead and gardens. This will be combined tour
with “Day Trips”, Lunch is available at café/restaurant on site.

Please ensure your name is on list if you require morning tea and/or staying for
lunch so | can make reservations with Café.

Morning tea at 10 am. Tour will start at 10.30 am. COST: $10 pp.

BOOK TODAY. PAY : TODAY (November), please put money in envelope with your
name on outside.

500 CARD GROUP-2- (2™ Monday of the month)
= TIME: 1.00 pm. PLACE: Joyce Batten’s home.
Please advise Joyce if are unable to attend.

A PROMAC CHRISTMAS — THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS at Karralyka,
Mines Road, Ringwood East.

TIME: 10.30 am with morning tea from 9.30 am
TICKETS ISSUED TODAY (Nov).

Men’s Group Lunch — let’s celebrate Christmas.

Thursday 14™ December 2023 at 12.30pm — VENUE - The
Coach, 33 Maroondah Highway RINGWOOD.

Please advise Bruce Ricketts by Tuesday 12" December so we
can confirm bookings.
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SUNDAY WITH FRIENDS: (3™ Sunday of

the month)

TIME: 2.00pm. ADDRESS: The Food 0]2‘ FEJE‘
Republic - 28-30 Blackburn Road,

Blackburn. %}u
COST: Pay own account on day WWIEE

Advise Robyn Scholes if attending. E P ER FEcr

BOOK CLUB -1-.(meets 3™ Monday)

The October meeting will be at the home of Lyn
Deayton

Please advise Lyn if you are NOT able to attend
meeting.

WALKING GROUP: (First Friday in each month) -

ELGAR PARK, Belmore Road, Box Hill - Melway ref map 47 B4 . Meet at car
park, Belmore Road, Box Hill near the Miniature Steam Railway at 9.50am for
10.00am start. A treed walk beside Bushy Creek to the wetlands at the

junction with Koonung Creek, and return.

Picnic facilities and toilets at morning tea (BYO) after the walk.

NOTE: If weather temperature forecast is 30 degrees or above the walk is
CANCELLED.

Contacts - Helen James & Lexley Wain

500 CARD GROUP-2- (2™ Monday of the month)
- TIME: 1.00 pm. PLACE: Joyce Batten’s home.
Please advise Joyce if are unable to attend.

NEW YEAR BRUNCH at Carlucci’s (9846 7963)
134 James Street, Templestowe (Mel Ref 33 SE)

TIME: 10.30 am
COST: $25/head
BOOK TODAY. PAY: on the day

500 CARD GROUP-1-(4" Wednesday of each month.). New Members are
welcome.

TIME: 1.00 p.m.

PLACE: Home of Robyn Scholes

Important: Please advise Robyn if you are unable to attend.

Film Group - Date: Tuesday 30 January
The cinema, lunch venue and time will be available at our meeting.

Contacts: Margaret and Barry Veitch
500 CARD GROUP-1-(4" Wednesday of each month.). New Members are

welcome.
TIME: 1.00 p.m.
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OOK CLUB -2 - 1* MEETING in 2024 is on

Tuesday 20" of February and will meet at “The Food Republic Restaurant” in
Blackburn Rd for a celebration lunch at 12 noon. Following meetings will be held
at Helen’s home on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm.

Day Tour — State Library of Victoria— 328 Swanston Street, Melbourne.
Lunch —Young & Jackson.

Further details to be advised but put in your diary now.

MICHAEL CORMICK SINGS BACHARACH at The Round, 397 Whitehorse Road,
Nunawading.

In the 1960s and 70s, Burt Bacharach wrote an astonishing 52 top-forty hits.
Internationally renowned artist Michael Cormick will transport you back to the golden era
of music with such timeless classics as Say a Little Prayer and I’ll Never Fall in Love Again.
With lead roles in Phantom of the Opera, Mamma Mia, Jesus Christ Superstar and Cats and
many more, Michael Cormick is one of our country’s great theatrical stars. DURATION OF
SHOW:- 60-75 minutes

TIME :- 11 am with morning tea from 10 am

COST:- $21.00. BOOK and PAY:- TODAY (November)

Tickets issued January

LUCY DURACK at Karralyka, Mines Road, Ringwood East.

(Tuesday)

A one-time even giving the audience an opportunity to witness the extraordinary talent in
an intimate setting. The performance will allow you to immerse yourself in the magic of
Lucy Durack’s captivating performance.

TIME: 10.30 am with morning tea from 9.30 am
COST: $28.00. BOOK: TODAY (Nov).
PAY: January. Tickets issued February.

PENTRIDGE PRISON - H-DIVISION. — 1 Champ Street, Melbourne.

Known as Hell Division to its in-mates, this 90 min. tour covers the dark heart of
Pentridge. Your guide, with the latest audio-immersive technology, will enter this
maximum-security unit and uncover difficult truths of H-Division. On-site parking 3
hours. COST: $35

LUNCH: - Blue Dog - Coburg Shopping complex at own expense.

COST: $35 BOOK JANUARY, PAY: March in cash to Maggie

OLIVER at The Round, 379 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading.

Nova Music Theatre presents “Oliver” transporting you to a world of wonder,
where the power of music and storytelling combine to create an unforgettable
experience. Oliver is a brave young orphan who encounters a colourful cast of

-~ - - L



17 April, 2024
(Wednesday)

and heart-warning story, “Oliver” is sure to captivate audiences of all ages.

TIME: 7.30 pm. BOOK TODAY (Nov). PAY: January. Tickets issued February

City Theatres — Chicago the Musical — Her Majesty’s Theatre — 219 Exhibition
Street, Melbourne.

“Murder, greed, corruption, exploitation, adultery, treachery... and All That Jazz....
So begins the international multi-award-winning musical, Chicago.”

Starring Anthony Warlow as Billy Flynn, Zoe Ventoura as Velma Kelly, Lucy
Maunder as Roxie Hart, Peter Rowsthorn as Amos Hard and Asabi Goodman as
Matron “Mama” Morton.

COST: $71.00. TIME 1.00 PM. BOOK TODAY. PAY: JANUARY 2024

Extended Trips & Tours —November Update 2023 — Bev. Olbrich, Convenor.

A

March 9-13, 2024

ot

19 Oct -1 Nov. 2024

Sri Lanka — my report on this tour appears at the end of this Bulletin.

Those of you wishing to join a tour with Trade Travel, please visit their new
website: www.tradetravel.com.au.

NOTE: if you have put your name on the Expression of Interest for any trips and
then find you cannot go, please advise Bev. as soon as possible. Also, if you pay a
deposit/balance directly to Trade Travel, please advise Bev.

Mount Gambier Explorer (ROBE, S.A)-Saturday 9 March to Wednesday 13
March, 2024) — 5 days/4 nights fully escorted.

Tour Cost: $1,948 pp Twin Share (single supplement $420). A deposit of $200 pp
is due on booking to secure your place on this tour, along with completed and
signed booking form. Final payment: due no later than Friday 1 December 2023

| am pleased to advise that we have 20 members who have paid their deposits.
As | mentioned earlier, if we got 20 or more, we would receive a $500 credit to
be utilised as a discount or added inclusion to our tour from Trade Travel.

It’s not too late to join this tour. See Bev for details.

Vietnam & Cambodia (including 7-night Mekong River Cruise). 14 days/13 nights — fully
escorted. Sat 19 October to Fri 1 November 2024

Tour cost: $9198 pp twin share. (Early Bird offer available). See itinerary for further
details.

Tour Highlights: Temple of Ta Prohm: Angkor Archeological Park; 12-Century Temple
Bayon; Sunset at Angkor Wat; 7-night Mekong River Cruise; Walking Tour of Angkor Ban;
Village Tour of Oknha Tey; Koh Chen Open-air Buddha; Rickshaw Tour of Tan Chau —
Largest Silk-weaving centres of Vietnam; Sa Dec Tour — Visit former home of Huynh Thuy
Le; Cai Be — Visit the French Gothic Cathedral; Visit Local Rice Paper Manufacturer &
Coconut Candy Factory; Cu Chi Tunnels; Ho Chi Minh City and more....

Itineraries are now available at the Tours Desk.



13- 24 July 2025 Mauritius — 12 days/11 nights (fully escorted) — July 2024 ($6,000 approx.)

Tour price $6,598 pp twin share - includes:

Trade Travel Tour Escort; Return economy flights; Melbourne-Perth-Melbourne;
Return International flights “Air Mauritius” Perth-Mauritius — Perth; Coach Travel
& English-speaking guide; 10 nights luxury accommodation; late checkout day 11;
Full board menu all-inclusive meals & beverage — Mauritius; All entry fees and
guides as per itinerary. Itineraries are now available at the Tours Desk.

PROBUS COMMUNITY NEWS

Helpful mformatlon from Prebus south Pagitic

|

To view or download the latest issue of Active Retirees - Spring 2023 - please click here.

TECH TIPS

Tech Tip Tuesdays (TTT) — 1* Tuesday of the month 2-3 pm. Register by
clicking this link.

link: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/634452744237

Refer to May Bulletin for Training Programs.

webpage: https://www.stayintouch.com.au/probusprograms2023

Sharing Photos (without downloading). If you are out with friends and their
phones are turned on, you can share as many photos as you like (without them
being in your Contacts List). Simply go into “Settings”, scroll down to “General”
and select “Airdrop”. Select “Everyone for 10 minutes”. The recipient needs to
accept after which the photos will arrive via Airdrop during the next 10 minutes.
This is for iPhone users, but | am sure your Android does something similar.
Good luck!

If you need any help with your devices, please contact the Tech Tip Mentors:
Ray Keppie, Neil Kingswood, Barry Veitch or Bev. Olbrich.

DECEMBER/JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: Have a very HAPPY DAY everyone!

s,
——

For the newer members—if you would like to have your birthday recognised, please add your
name to the Birthday Book, which may be found at the Membership Desk, on meeting mornings.



MORNING TEA ROSTER
NOVEMBER JANUARY
H#TimetoTalk
tea break X X
Libby Chanter Wendy Martin
Mal & Jill Anderson Brenda Bacon
Maureen & Graham Di Reedy
* Jill Sobie* Maureen & Graham
Extra as needed . -
Jill Sobie

Carolyn’s Curiosity Corner

All donations of no longer wanted treasures will be welcome. Come and have a look, you may find something
you really like for the cost of a gold coin. All proceeds go towards our Club’s Birthday and Christmas functions.
Please note: All items not sold, must be taken back before the end of the meeting

BOOKINGS & PAYMENT SCHEDULE:

BOOK TODAY:

December 8 Garden Group — Mont De Lancey J. Hester
January 12, 2024 New Year Brunch - Carlucci (pay on the day) l. Leach
February 21, 2024 Local Theatre — Michael Cormick Sings Bacharach M. Fehring
March 9-13, 2024 Mt. Gambier/Robe, S.A. Trade Travel
March 12, 2024 Local Theatre — Lucy Durak M. Fehring
March 22, 2024 Local Theatre — Oliver M. Fehring
April 17, 2024 City Theatres — Chicago (pay Jan 2024) E. Olbrich
PAY TODAY

December 8 Garden Group — Mont De Lancey J. Hester
February 21, 2024 Local Theatre — Michael Cormick Sings Bacharach M. Fehring

PAY DECEMBER
December 1 | Mt. Gambier/Robe, S.A. (9-13 March) | Trade Travel

PAYMENT DETAILS for OQUTINGS which are marked PAY TODAY.

If you wish to pay directly into the Probus Bank Account, here are the details:

BANK: Westpac—Combined Probus Club of Tunstall INC

BSB: 033 112 —Account No. 12 5095

Please include in your payment detail: NAME, OUTING & COST

If you are unsure that you have included all the relevant details on your payment, please phone Erich
Olbrich on 0434 864 822 to inform him that your payment has been made, so that easy identification
may be made on the Bank Statement.

Please make a separate payment for each event for ease of identification.

If you prefer to use a cheque, please make it payable to Combined Probus Club of Tunstall Inc.

Pay Erich Olbrich at General Meeting. If paying by cash, please present the correct money (change may not
be available).

Please include details of payment e.g.name of outing, and date, and if paying for more than one outing

by cheque, please include a note setting out details of each event.
R R L S




10

Report on Sri Lanka Tour with Trade Travel — 17-30 October 2023

Seven members of the Combined Probus Club of Tunstall joined with friends and other Probus Club
members, totalling 14, to travel to Sri Lanka for 14 days with Trade Travel. Not only did we have a fantastic
driver and co-assistant, but we had the most knowledgeable Sri Lankan tour host Mario accompany us for
the trip, to enlighten us about this truly beautiful, lush green country with so much history.

Our first stop was in Negombo, where we visited the amazing fish markets where Sri Lankans come from far
and wide to purchase the huge variety of fresh fish in very primitive conditions. A highlight for most of us
was a visit to a Montessori school for underprivileged children of kindergarten age. We were greeted by
the children who presented us with little handmade paper baskets. They had spent the previous week
rehearsing some songs to perform on stage in various costumes for us — they were so cute. We had come
prepared with lots of coloured pencils and colouring books, and many toys. The look on their faces when
we placed them all on the tables was very memorable.

Unfortunately, we did miss out seeing the elephants bathing in the river at Pinnawala due to torrential rain
and high river levels, but we did eventually see lots of elephants in the wild whilst on safari in Minneriya
National Park. Whilst in Yala, (in south-east Sri Lanka), as we were enjoying our evening meal in the garden
of our resort, an elephant came meandering by. We heard the next day that the elephant had overturned a
carin the carpark to get to some fruit inside a car.

We travelled north (our furthermost point on tour) to visit the ancient city of Anuradhapura which was re-
founded in the 4™ Century BC and became the capital of Ceylon and the sacred city of Buddhism. We
visited many world heritage sites, all rich in Buddhist faith culture and practices. We visited the historic city
of Kandy which was the capital of the Sri Lankan Kingdom. Today the city contains the famous temple of
the Sacred Tooth-relic of the Buddha. The royal palace complex is surrounded by a picturesque lake and
by forested hills and the world’s earliest botanical gardens. The Royal Botanical Gardens of Peredeniya,
established in 1821, cover 140 acres alongside the Mahawell River, the longest river in Sri Lanka, were truly
amazing. We took advantage of tuk-tuks to get around these exquisite vast beautiful gardens. Whilst in
Kandy we visited the Nishantha Woodcarving factory and the Baba and Island Batik factory (where some of
us donned the beautifully designed gowns). Another memorable and enjoyable visit was made to the
Ranwell Spice Gardens, where we saw the famous spices growing and were treated to an escorted tour
through the gardens and then some of us even had a massage to sample the essential oils. Of course, we
made a few purchases, especially of the famous cinnamon and vanilla bean.

It was here in Kandy where we experienced Jaga food — a unique dining experience, where access was
through paddy fields in the back of a little truck or a Tuk-Tuk. The food was extremely memorable and very
unique.

A visit to the E.W. Balasuriya & Co Gem factory, set some of us back a few dollars. The blue sapphire, one
of the most celebrated gem varieties in the world and set pieces of jewellery we viewed in the showroom
were magnificent. In the late afternoon we enjoyed the Cultural Kandyan Fire and Dance Show which was
spectacular. Just as the fire dance was about to begin, the rains fell heavily on the tin roof — it was quite
deafening. The rain continued for some time as we waited for a break in the rain as it was some way on
foot back to our bus where most of us had left our umbrellas! It all added to the excitement of the
evening.

We took in a leisurely walk to view the Tsunami monument and a very emotional visit through the Tsunami
Photo Museum. We were reminded of that awful day December 26, 2004, and the stories about some of
the approximate 30,000 Sri Lankans that died in its destructive path. So many of the buildings have still not
been restored through lack of money.

Another interesting tour was the Damro Tea factory in Nuwara Ellya situated 2,000 feet above sea level
which saw the temperature drop and made it very cool, even for the tea pickers. We all know about how
the tea is picked and processed now but it’s sad that the pickers and workers only earn about $6/day, and
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work seven days a week. Despite being provided with housing if they work on the plantation, they have
access to schooling and church, but it doesn’t seem much of a life.

We made a pleasant visit to the Kosgoda Turtle Hatchery where we saw 1-4-day old turtles being nursed.
We even had the opportunity to hold a large turtle and heard how proactive this organisation is in
preserving the species.

Throughout the tour, we stayed at 5-star hotels, except for the Jetwing Yala hotel in Yala — that would have
been a 6 star! All accommodation had wonderful pools to relax in each afternoon. The meals were mostly
buffet so that all tastes were catered to and included entrees and mains - both hot/spicy and mild food to
choose from. The sweets, especially the créme Brulé in Colombo was outstanding.

| can honestly say that we all had the most wonderful experience in Sri Lanka. | believe this was most
memorable for the natural beauty, knowledge gained, new experiences and a trip which was so much fun
and filled with laughter throughout. We are grateful and wish thanks to our Sri Lankan driver, guide and
our Trade Travel host, Sue Grady and the team behind her.

Bev. Olbrich
Convenor, Extended Trips and Tours.



