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OUR PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are finally going to be able to meet up for the first time in twelve 
months! 
 
As our usual meeting place at the Uniting Church in Nunawading, will only allow 60 people to be 
present, so we have made a reservation at the Box Hill RSL for our February 26 meeting (all being 
well).   
 
Our meeting will be held in the Upton room which has a Covid-safe capacity of 80.  
Access is from 9.00 a.m. 
Entry & exit is via the multilevel carpark, to the foyer. 
All members will have to register with a QR Code, or complete the form at the registration desk, 
in the main Foyer. 
Then proceed downstairs (via the lift) to the Upton Room. 
Please wear a mask! —also Name Badges please—it’s been a long time since we wore them. 
As mentioned above, the RSL will have its own sign in procedure, but we will also have a Member 
sign-in, in the Upton Room. 
There will also be tables for the Treasurer, Dine-outs, Trips & Outings, also Garden Group. 
(Curiosity Corner will not be held this month). 
You might like to consider carpooling for this month. 
We plan to make this a relaxed friendship day as we induct eight new members who have been on 
waiting list for some time.   
There will not be a Guest Speaker, but lots of time to mingle and chatter.  
We do hope that you will join us for lunch, which will be at the Blackburn Hotel. 
(Robyn has provided the details in her report). 
 
Fortunately, several of our Special Interest Groups have managed to meet up and it’s been 
wonderful to be together again.  
  
Our brunch at Carlucci’s was a great success and thanks to Robyn for organising this happy event.   
We also had a bit of fun when Robyn organised a Zoom Happy Hour last month, the theme being 
“What were you doing on your 21st”?  Lots of fun and laughter. 
 
The Committee has decided to hold our AGM at the Box Hill Golf Club, and incorporate a meal to 
celebrate this important date on the Probus calendar.  (Details are included elsewhere in this 
bulletin). 
 
Things are looking up as we open up (but we have a small lockdown happening as I write this) but 
we are remaining positive. 
 
The Committee and I, look forward to getting together for Fun, Fellowship and Friendship, when 
we meet up. 
 
Bev Olbrich 
President 
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Club Noticeboard: 
 
February General Meeting: 10.00 a.m. Box Hill RSL, 26 Nelson Street, Box Hill. 
Access is from 9.00 a.m. 
Entry and exit is via the multi level carpark, to the foyer. 
All Members will have to register with QR code, or complete the form at the registration desk, in 
the main Foyer, and then proceed downstairs (via the lift) to the Upton Room. 
Please wear a mask! 
 

Annual General Meeting:  Notice of the AGM was issued with the January bulletin. The date 

has been set as 10.00am Friday 26 March 2021. We look forward to having a big turn out for the 
meeting followed by lunch at the Box Hill Golf Club. See details below. 
 

Church AV Equipment. Thank you to Barry Veitch and Neil Kingswood for a big tidy up of the 

cabling in the control booth at the church. We have been discussing the possibility of an improved 
visual display set up with the church and that is on-going. 
 

Special Interest Groups: The handbook of Special Interest Group activities has been updated 

and will be issued to members. Please let us know if you have any ideas for a new activity or would 
like to offer an activity for likeminded people to join in.  
 

PAV Friendship Day: Pakenham Racecourse, Monday 28th June 2021, commencing 12 noon 

This day offers lots of entertainment: The excitement of the races, prizes for Best Dressed Lady, 
Best Dressed Man, Best Dressed Couple. Lots of prizes being drawn throughout the day. An 
opportunity to meet friends in Probus. COST $40 includes entry, race-book, lunch and afternoon 
tea.  If anyone is interested please let Tom Grucza know. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SCRABBLE & MAHJONG: 
The Scrabble group meets every Thursday at 12.30 p.m. at Biffy’s home. 
If you would like to join the Scrabble Group, please phone Biffy , who will enthusiastically make 
you welcome. 
The Mahjong group meets every Monday at 12.30 p.m. also at Biffy’s home. 

 
 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members with birthdays in March—have a special day! 
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To Ann Hoare, for all the years of service to our 

Combined Probus Club of Tunstall. 
Ann joined our Club in 2000, and has been a very 
loyal and capable member, in many different 
roles.  
 
In 2002 she became a Committee Member, 
serving in the role of Day Outings, including Dine-
outs. 
 
In 2003/2004, she became the Convenor for Day                      
and Extended Trips. 

 
2005 saw her take over the Weekend Group from Shirley Buth, which she did until 2015. 
 
In 2006, Ann supported Joyce Monk in the organising and purchasing of discounted Local and City 
Theatre tickets, a position she maintained when Joyce was no longer able to attend our meetings.  
 
In 2011, Beth Wilson undertook the role of Local Theatres outings, whilst Ann managed the City 
Theatres Outings until 2019, when she handed the reigns to Carol Taylor. 
 
Ann has also been a very keen member of the Armchair Travel -2-, and Garden Group, as well as 
being a regular at Scrabble and Mahjong. 
 
Ann, at this time, has seen the need to resign from our Club, and we wish her all the very best for 
her future, wherever it may lead her. 
 
Thankyou Ann. 
 

 
 
 
DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS 2021: 
 
February 26 
(Friday) 

Monthly Meeting at the Box Hill RSL, 26 Nelson Road Box Hill. 
TIME—10.00 a.m. (access to Club from 9.00 a.m.) followed by lunch 
at the Blackburn Hotel—see further information in Bev & Robyn’s 
reports.. 

 
March 3 
(Wednesday) 
 

CARD GROUP—at 1.00 p.m. 
Please advise Lorraine as soon as possible, if you wish to attend, so 
we can manage numbers. 

March 8 
(Monday) 

 
NO COFFEE & CAKE TODAY—Public Holiday 

 
March 11 
(Thursday) 

 
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL-1- will meet at Ann Muffatti’s home. 
TIME—10.00 a.m. 
Please phone Ann if you are unable to attend. 
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March 12 
(Friday) 

 
GARDEN GROUP—TRAMBOAT CRUISE—“Next Stop the Nursery” 
Leaves from 9 Victoria Harbour, Docklands, on Central Pier, opposite 
Marvel Stadium. This is in front of the statue of Upside Down Cow in 
the Tree.       Tramstop D2. 
MEET—at 10.15 a.m. for 10.30 departure.  Approx. three and a half 
hours. 
Enjoy morning tea whilst cruising along the Yarra River, through Port 
of Melbourne, then along Maribyrnong River to Poyntons Nursery at 
Essendon. 
Take a 4 minute stroll to Poynton’s, or enjoy the surrounds of the 
Boulevard 
7% discount on any purchase with your Tramboat ticket, on the day. 
Delicious gourmet sandwiches will be served on the return trip.                    
BOOK:  Margaret Pearce no later than February 26th, please. 
PAY: $40.00 p.p. no later than February 26th please. 
Minimum 25, and maximum 30 people. 

 
March 15 
(Monday) 
 
 
 
March 18 
(Thursday) 

 
BOOK CLUB—Our best intentions to meet in February failed, due to 
Lockdown, so hopefully March will bring success. 
We will meet at Margaret Pearce’s home at 1.30 p.m. 
Please call Margaret if you are unable to attend. 
 
MEN’S GROUP—Cook Road Café, Cook Road, Mitcham. 
TIME:  1.00 p.m. 
It was great to see 11 of our members attend lunch in February, we 
enjoyed the chat. 
Please advise Bruce Ricketts by Monday 15th March, 2021 
if you are attending, so that the Café can be advised numbers with 
Covid rules in place. 

 
March 26 
(Friday) 

 
ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCH AT Box Hill Golf Club. 
(see all information in Bev & Robyn’s reports). 

 
April 9 
(Friday) 

 
GARDEN GROUP—BLUE LOTUS WATER GARDEN,  
2628 Warburton Hwy, Yarra Junction, Vic. 3797. 
MEET:  in the carpark at 10.30 a.m. 
We can have a coffee in the café  (at own expense),before exploring 
the wonderful gardens of lotus and waterlilies. 
COST: $29.50 p.p. which includes entrance and Perfect Picnic Box. 
MUST HAVE 15 people—Box includes sandwiches, cake, tea/coffee. 
Sandwich choice is—1. Chicken—2 Ham & Cheese—3. Mixed 
Please indicate which you would prefer. 
BOOK NOW & PAY AT THE MARCH MEETING.  
 

 
April 15 
(Thursday) 

 
DINE-OUT AT Bucatini, 454 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham. 
TIME—12.00 noon 
(See Robyn’s Dine-outs for further information. 
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FILM CLUB. 

Hi again film friends, 

Margaret and I have been working in the background to try and 

improve our group Film Outings this year.  

Have discovered a good cafe in Croydon, right opposite the theatre, 
Cafe Oro D’oro, directly across the road from the carpark, pass through the Cafe with 

umbrellas, down the to end under cover.  

The new Readings cinema at the Brickworks in Middleborough Road Burwood is a 

worthwhile experience, very comfortable seats with the Acres restaurant and separate 
Glasshouse Cafe up on the top floor, (you can wave to Ray and Jan from there) set in a 
casual and abundant hydroponic growing space, featuring fresh produce, great coffee, 

eat-in and takeaway items, cakes, sandwiches and more, utilising seasonal ingredients 
grown on their farm. Dispersed through the Glasshouse are hanging plants and pots and 

louvres to keep plants and guests happy.  

We have not yet visited the Palace Cinema complex at Pentridge Gaol. It has outdoor 

facilities and a restaurant nearby. Perhaps someone can give us a review!  

In an attempt to keep us together we are going to try a Tunstall Film Group Chat site on 
WhatsApp just for our film goers.   Obviously, you need WhatsApp. Shortly you will get a 

link to the site.  

If you have not got WhatsApp it is easy to install. There is very little to be concerned 
about, with security and the amalgamation with Facebook for “ordinary users”,always 

with the caveat that you take care about including personal information on any talk 

platform.  

Ring us if you have any concerns. Hope we can all catch up for a film together in late 

March.  

Barry and Margaret. 
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DINE-OUTS are slowly starting up again! 
 
Our Probus brunch at Carlucci’s was very successful with 47 members enjoying the  
excellent service, food and camaraderie, despite the terrible weather on the last Friday in January. 
 
A morning coffee is to be held at Hahndorf’s (next to Aldi). Shop 170. Forest Hill Chase Shopping 
Centre on Thursday 18th February at 10.30am.  
Sixteen members have indicated that they will attend. Payment is to be made on the day when 
ordering. Hahndorf staff always include a delicious chocolate of your choice to enjoy with your tea 
or coffee. 
 
As you will have read in Bev’s President’s Report, we will be holding our next meeting at the  
RSL Box Hill. If you are attending the meeting can you please let me know or if your Buddy asks 
can you tell them. 
We will be dining at The Blackburn Hotel after our general meeting on Friday 26th February.  
Payment for meals will be done individually – what you eat is what you pay for. 
You can phone, email or text me to let me know if you are attending the meeting. 
For booking purposes, I need to know if you will be coming to lunch. 
Phone: Robyn Scholes 
VENUE: The Blackburn Hotel 
ADDRESS: 111 Whitehorse Road, Blackburn 
MELWAYS:47 K9 
PARKING: on site 
 
Our March Dine-out lunch will be at Box Hill Golf Club after our AGM on March 26th.  
As most of you know, this is a lovely setting looking out over the golf course whilst enjoying great 
company and a delicious two course meal. Cost is $40 per head with drinks at bar prices. This is 
an important day in our Club life so we would hope that many of you will stay on and celebrate 
together. 
VENUE: Box Hill Golf Club 
ADDRESS: 202 Station Street, Box Hill South. 3128 
MELWAYS: 61 D3 
PARKING: There is an upper and lower carpark. The upper park you can access from Station Street. 
The lower car park you get to via Riversdale Road extension 
BOOK: By Friday 12th March 
PAY: By Friday 19th March 

 In person at our February meeting at the RSL. 

 By cheque made out to The Combined Probus Cub of Tunstall  
and send to Robyn Scholes.   

 Bank Transfer to our Tunstall Westpac Bank . (Refer Robyn for details) 
Include your name as reference and let me know that you have done so. 
 

*Lunch at Bucatini’s in Mitcham, on Thursday 15th April at 12.00noon. 
This is an old favourite of Club members and Bucatini have a special offer at lunchtime of 
entrée/main or main/dessert for $35. Drinks are at bar prices. 
VENUE: Bucatini’s 
 
Robyn Scholes—Dine-Out Convenor 
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EXTENDED TRIPS & TOURS 
 

Escape to the Murray - 3-7 May, 2021 - Rich River Golf Club, Moama NSW - $524 pp twin share 
(Single supplement $624) 
Pick-up/drop off at Nunawading Civic Centre; accommodation at Rich River Golf Club; 4 breakfasts, 
4 dinners; Historic Port tour/Paddle Steamer cruise  Great Aussie Beer Shed & Museum tour; 
Kingfisher River Cruise. 
We currently have 29 members (deposits were paid in 2020).  Balance (payable to “Combined 
Probus Club of Tunstall”) is due at the April 23 meeting.  Note for those going: should your 
circumstances change, please advise Bev. Olbrich asap). 
 
Bright Chalet - Monday 10 May to Friday 14 May, 2021 ($345 pp twin/double share) 
Please note the change of date.  We currently have 6 members going and there is room should 
you now wish to join us. You will need to telephone Bev immediately to confirm a place.   
 
This is a fantastic offer to Probus members and is offered each year.  It’s a wonderful opportunity 
to get away for 5 days with an unbelievable price of $345 per person twin share or double.  
Included: Coach Transport from Southern Cross Railway Station, 3 days of tours, Accommodation 
for 4 nights with dinner and breakfast at the Bright Chalet.  It will be a lovely time of year.   
A deposit of $50 is required (please see Bev Olbrich). 
 
Proud Mary & Great Southern Rail - 5-13 December, 2021 - $5,695 pp twin share and Single 
Supplement $6,445.  Deposit of $600 required to confirm a cabin. 
Fly to Brisbane, Gold service 4 days/3 nights on Great Southern Rail fully inclusive, Adelaide 
sightseeing, Barossa Valley Wine Tasting day tour, 2 night, fully inclusive, River Murray Cruise on 
Proud Mary.  Meals and transfers throughout. 
This 9 day tour is confirmed to go ahead 5-13 December.  Twelve of our members have paid 
deposits and are very much looking forward to this trip.  There may still be places available If you 
are interested.  Please contact Bev for updated brochure and information. 
 
Future Australian Trips in 2021       Expressions of Interest 
2021 Broken Hill Wanderer Rail Package - 6-14 September 
9 day Rail package (twin stare) and accommodation - approx $2,068.  (Excluding flight to Sydney 
but this can be arranged - ).  Single Supplement an extra $535. Includes 7 light breakfasts and four 
dinners.  Includes: Outback Explorer in first class seats over the Blue Mountains through the 
Central West of NSW  into Broken Hill.  City Sights & Heritage - Sunset sculptures; Menindee Lakes; 
visit the Royal Flying Doctor Service & Silverton Ghost Town; White’s Mineral & Mining Museum 
Taste of the Artback; free day to explore on own or optional tours; Overnight White Cliffs Opal 
Fields. 
If this has wet your appetite to visit Broken Hill, please put your name on the Expressions of 
Interest list at our next meeting.  
 If there is sufficient interest, I will proceed on getting more information. 
There are a few other suggestions for tours through Southern Star Tours—flyers available at the 
Tours Desk. 
Whilst Jill Scobie will not be taking on the role of Convenor for Extended Trips & Tours, she will 
assist me with manning the Tours desk.                  
Convenor, Extended Trips & Tours. 
 
This Bulletin is private & confidential, and for Probus use only, and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
We acknowledge the generous support of Mr. Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, and his staff, with the 
printing of this Bulletin. 
 
 


