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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
Hello fellow Tunstall Probians.

This being our final Bulletin for 2020, | would have been reflecting on the many outings, excursions and
celebrations we had organised. It was sad to see all those reminders pop up on my calendar and nothing
happening due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Good news, having just heard the Premier’s update for 13 December. There may be a few activities our
Special Interest Group Convenors have been able to organise prior to this going to print. Of course, any
plans we put in place now could change so keep this in mind.

We did manage to have our AGM via Zoom in order for statutory requirements to be fulfilled and for me to
be inducted to take over the role of President from Tom who had a longer than planned Presidency.

| wish to thank him for his perseverance and guidance and | look forward to working with him in the very
important secretarial role he has undertaken.

Jill Kidd managed to put together three mini Bulletins with contributions from the members. We have a
great committee together with co-ordinators of the Special Interest Groups and | look forward to working
with them.

| am sure you all agree with me, Bruce has done an amazing job after finishing his role as Secretary to keep
us entertained and laughing with his thrice weekly jokes (to those of you with an email address) and with
contributions from the membership. To those of you without an email address, | hope you were kept
updated and in the loop by the committee’s buddy list. Bruce has indicated that he is taking a break from
producing the jokes from mid-December to mid January.

| welcome Jill Scobie to the committee in her capacity as Extended Trips and Tours Co-ordinator, although
there is not much happening on this front albeit the postponed trips in 2020 which hopefully will run in
2021.

We have not yet had the pleasure of Maureen Smith (our new Morning Tea Co-ordinator) make us a cuppa
with her team.

Robyn Scholes successfully ran a morning tea and an afternoon drinks session via Zoom to celebrate Probus
Day which was enjoyed by all who participated.

Sadly, as you know we acknowledged the passing of five of our members during the year, Lesley Ricketson,
David Uhr Henry, Margaret Edgington, Margaret Werner and lan Bremner. We were also aware that many
members experienced various illnesses during the year and we wish you all a good recovery.

At this stage we have no idea as to when we will be able to resume our meetings in the church but given
the excellent progress to date, it is looking hopeful for 2021.

In place of our usual Christmas party, Robyn has organised a picnic in the park and details are contained in
this Bulletin. We are looking forward to seeing as many of
you as possible.

On behalf of the Committee, in friendship, fellowship and
fun, have a healthy safe and enjoyable Christmas with your
families and friends.

Bev. Olbrich
President




Margaret Werner—Foundation Club Member 1997-2020
It is with much sadness that we acknowledge the passing of Margaret ,
on September 4, 2020.
Margaret was a very quiet lady who enjoyed being a Tunstall Probus Member, who loved to chat
with the good friends that she had made during her many years
at the Club.
Margaret’s daughter tells us that she passed away very peacefully, with her

loved ones by her side.

We send caring thoughts to the family she left behind.

David Uhr-Henry—Club Member 2011-2020
It is with much sadness that we acknowledge the passing of
David on October 6, 2020.

David too, was a very quiet man, who attended regular meetings, and enjoyed many outings,

including Christmas and Birthday Celebrations.
David was a Committee Member of our Club in 2010/11, taking on the role of Tours and Outings
Convenor, along with the Bulletin distribution.
Some time ago, David moved into residential care at Monash Gardens,
in Mulgrave, and it was from there that he was admitted to hospital, and passed away shortly
after.

lan Bremner—Club Member 2015—2020
It is with much sadness that we acknowledge the passing of lan on
November 4, 2020
Judy joined our Club in 2014, followed by lan in 2015.
lan was a quiet, but interested and interesting man, who enjoyed participating in many outings
dine-outs, and Christmas & Birthday functions.
When the debilitating illness from which lan suffered , prevented him from coming to meetings
etc. many of our members kept him in touch, informing him about
Probus happenings.
We extend our love and sympathy to Judy and her family, and we offer Judy much caring
support into the future.




PROBUS CHRISTMAS DINE-OUT
Robyn Scholes

Christmas is made special by the people we share
it with.
Let’s make our Probus Christmas as special as
we can despite COVID19 continuing restrictions.
It is so long since many of us have met and it
would be such fun to be able to be with and chat
with each other.
The new “outside” ruling in Victoria is that we
can meet with 50 people in an outdoor area
keeping in mind social distancing and masks.
Our inside function at Box Hill Golf Club is no
longer viable.

Tunstall Probus Christmas important information.

DATE: Friday 11™ December

TIME: 11.30 am

PLACE: Antonio Park. 22-40 Deep Creek Road, Mitcham (just around the corner
from Whitehorse Road) (Mel.Ref. 49 C8)

DINING: Your choice - as whatever you bring you eat and no sharing.

RSVP: Let me know as soon as you can.

What | need you to do:

*Let me know if you are coming as we are allowed 50 and I will need to keep a
record of those attending.

*Wear something with a little touch of Christmas.

*Respect the coronavirus rules — so no hugging which will be very hard for many.
*Join in with your Probus friends.

*Pray that the weather conditions are perfect.

Earlier this year some of our Probus members met for a Dine-out at this park.

We had a great time in such a beautiful and relaxed setting.

The parking is great and if the car park is full then there is ample parking in the street.
There are four tables which seat 8-10 that are under cover. There are numerous other
tables and seats dotted around the park. However if you feel more comfortable
bringing your own table and chair, then do so.

There are free bar-b-cue facilities which are spotlessly clean.

Likewise, the toilets are spotless.

Last but not least — will there be a raffle?



INFORMATION REGARDING UP COMING SMALL
EVENTS:

CARD GROUP: Wednesday December 2™, 2020
TIME : 1.00 p.m.

Lorraine Ricketts

(Please phone Lorraine if you are not able to attend).

COFFEE & CAKE: Monday January 11", 2021

TIME: 2.00 p.m.

WHERE: Touche —Shop 228 Forest Hill Chase ,270 Canterbury Road,
Forest Hill (next to Rebel Sports).

Please phone Lorraine Ricketts if you would like to join in

MEMBERSHIP REPORT—Carolyn Lee

Current membership stands at 114.

Our Committee intends to induct up to seven new people, all of whom have been on
the waiting list for a very long time, and are all keen to join as soon as possible.
Therefore, at our next general Meeting we will not have a speaker, but an extended
morning tea, for socialising, which will be beneficial for our new members to meet
many of our existing members as possible.

Exciting times ahead for Tunstall Probus.



FOOTY TIPPING RESULTS FOR 2020—1lill Scobie

Footy, | know, is in the distant past, but for the small band of keen Tippers.
The results are as follows—

1** Robyn Scholes

2" Yvonne Grucza

3" Lorraine Ricketts

The special Wooden Spoon prize goes to Carol Taylor.

Thank you to all the participants who supported this activity, and hopefully we
might be able to encourage a larger interest for the 2021 season.

This was not a particularly user-friendly competition to enter, and we hope to
improve things for next season.

THE NEW
NORMAL

e
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DINE OUTS
CHRISTMAS PICNIC AT ANTONIO PARK — Friday 11" December

LUNCH after our meeting. This will depend on whether or not we are able to meet for our
General Meeting on Friday 22™ January 2021. | have a hotel in mind which is fairly close to our
venue. Bev is hoping for as many of us as possible to attend and enjoy each other’s company.
Notification of this will be in our next Bulletin.

PROBUS MEMBERS CARLUCCI’'S BRUNCH
We have started the last couple of years with a delicious brunch at Carlucci’s restaurant.
In 2021, with no more upsets from COVID19, we will do the same.
Carlucci’s look after us really well and they are so pleased that we are returning.
This year we will be seated outside under the shade sails. This should give us more room, fresh air
and better flexibility.
ADDRESS: 134 James Street, Templestowe. Melways: 33 E4
PARKING: Car park available or else in the street.
DATE: Friday 29" January 2021
TIME: 10.30am start
COST: $25.00
MENU:
To commence with: Fresh fruit, yoghurt and freshly squeezed orange juice
Followed by a choice from: Eggs Benedict,
Egg and Bacon Foccacia,
Ham, cheese and tomato omelette or
House-made waffles with maple syrup and ice-cream.
Tea or coffee and a delicious vanilla slice.
BOOK & PAY:
Correct money of $25 in an envelope with your name clearly written.
Give to Robyn Scholes—
e At the Christmas Picnic
e at our first meeting on Friday 22nd January
e A cheque made out to “Combined Probus Club of Tunstall” Inc. for $25.00
Send to Robyn Scholes

WHAT ELSE IS COMING UP? We are investigating the possibility of a Spit Roast lunch to look
forward to in 2021. More information in our next Bulletin.

CUPS & SAUCERS. Just a note to all of you who so generously gave me cups and saucers and mugs.
They are safely stored in my garage and they will be a surprise for you later next year.

MAHJONG:

This stalwart group is up and running again.

We play on Mondays at 12.30 p.m. at the home of Biffy Robertson.

Due to COVID restrictions we are allowed 10 members to be present.

However, new members are welcome, as there is always someone away.

If you enjoy playing cards, you will love this game, which is played with tiles, and originates from
China.

It is a great way to have fun, interact with other members, and test if you do have a few active
brain cells!



FILM CLUB:

Hope you have managed to catch up with some excellent films and series via Netflix, SBS on
Demand, etc. while in this extraordinary lockdown. It is looking as though we may be able to
resume our cinema visits in 2021. If all goes well, it will be great to enjoy the company of the
group in the comfort of a cinema and a good chat together for lunch afterwards. We have missed
you all this year. If you are keen to try the cinema in the meantime, Warwick has mentioned a
good film currently showing — “Let Him Go” with Diane Lane and Kevin Costner - it has had some
excellent reviews. We watched “Glory “ last night, worth consideration, on Google Movies. About
an African American regiment set up in the Civil war era, commanded by a white colonel, based on
a true story, of courage and bravery that led indirectly to Lincoln winning the conflict. We are
always keen to hear of recommendations especially when we are up and running again.

Hope to see you at Antonio Park.

Barry & Margaret Veitch

The following information was supplied by “Stay in Touch” from our Tech Tip Tuesdays:

. What to do if scammed

. - Contact your bank first

. -Don’t give up or feel ashamed

. -Report the scam with www.scamwatch.gov.au/report-a-scam

. Scan your devices and run a security check. Call us at Stay In Touch

if you need help with this on 03 9596 4547 Be aware of scams and
keep a close eye on your statements! Useful Websites - Australian
Competition and Consumer Association
https://www.accc.gov.au/consumers/online-shopping/shopping-
online#shopping-online

If you would like to invite your friends and family to join our Tech Tip Tuesday
sessions each week from 12.30-1.00pm, please ask them to register with this link.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/10200070




Covid Testing — An Eye-Watering Experience COVI D-1 9

The first Covid test we did was through a drive-in testing station at
Eastland. The purpose was to assure our kids that we were virus
free for a meet up during Stage-3 when we were able to visit family
“en plein air”.

We had both downloaded the Covid Safe App for

contact tracing, should that have been necessary. As it turned out

the App wasn’t really helpful despite millions of downloads across the country.

Our test returned a negative result. “Negative” usually means bad news but in this context “not
positive” was welcome news.

I must say the nasal probing experience was most uncomfortable.

Some weeks later we again met up with family for a picnic in a Northern suburb and later heard that
people in that area, on that particular day, should be tested even if symptom free.

We drove to Knoxfield shopping centre when the queues were supposedly shorter and arrived at a
time when the staff must have been on a meal break. That’s fine, it took half an hour to do The Age
crossword anyway. The nasal probe here was more intrusive than the last with the probe pushed to
its limits. Ouch! Tears were in my eyes when | asked the young fellow in hazard gear with the
probe in his hand if he was a work-experience student. “No”, he said, “I’m a paramedic”, then saw
that | was joking. Wiping away a tear | told him | would put the experience on Trip Advisor and he
gave a hearty laugh.

The third Covid test was in preparation for a day procedure at Mitcham private. The two nurses at
the testing clinic were so funny that the three of us were in fits as they joked about this and that. No
tears of pain here, just tears of laughter. After this brief Covid test was over, | suggested the ladies
behave themselves and take their work more seriously. More side slapping as they fell over
themselves giggling. Here were two people that loved their work. What were the patients in the
waiting room thinking as the door was opened to let me out?

I’'m amazed that this lockdown has ended so well for us with the community relatively safe again.

| believe the crisis brought out the best in people, united in the challenge to cope with the social and
financial setbacks. Let’s thank those who managed to make our country an international stand out
and thank the incredible scientific community who have completed research of such complexity,
producing a potentially life-saving vaccine. Epidemiologists love their work.

Tom Grucza
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AN ODE TO MY CORONAVIRUS DAY S—Robyn Scholes

When Coronavirus reared its head, with many Wuhan people dead
We followed into restricted times, and thought that we might lose our minds—
But no, dear friends, that’s not the case
for all of us in this human race,
show resilience and resolve,
and the following did evolve.

Out of bed is so much later,
No need to rush, or have to cater to all those “musts” and “have to do’s”
Have put away my running shoes,
And now arise in slothful time
such a pleasure is quite divine.

My cupboards are tidy beyond compare
Unfortunately, can’t say that about my hair,
My list of “Things to do when time permits”

Which used to send me into fizzy fits
Is daily reducing, at the pleasing rate,
Will a halo of goodness by my fate?

New skills and old have come to the fore,
I walk 5K daily, but not an inch more,

I’ve attended Zoom gatherings, expanding my skills,
And sewed masks for the Refuge of Women with ills.
I’ve knitted beanies and scarves, done crosswords galore,
After all this activity my brain is so sore.

The thing that is missing from this whole scene,
Apart from family, friends, and my usual routine
Are my friends from Probus, and our activities fine,
The chats, the laughter, and sharing our time
WHAT A PLEASURE WE’LL FIND AT COVID19’s END!

\
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This Bulletin is private and confidential, and for Probus use only, and is not to be used for any other
purpose.

We acknowledge the generous support of Mr. Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, and his staff,
with the printing of this Bulletin.



