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 Hello Tunstall Fellow Probians, 
 
It was very gratifying to have 53 members zoom into our 23rd AGM last Friday in order to finally 
finalise our committee and financial obligations for 2020/21.  We have one committee position 
vacant but we hope to have this filled when we can next meet. 
 
Our 2020/21 Committee is as follows: 
President:    Bev. Olbrich 
Secretary:  Tom Grucza 
Treasurer:  Erich Olbrich 
Vice President: Robyn Scholes 
Committee:  David Barr, Helen Harrison, Carolyn Lee, Jill Kidd, Jill Scobie 
 
I would firstly like to thank Tom Grucza for extending his Presidency for a second year (while I had 
travel commitments last year) and leading us through these last six months.  He has done a 
sterling job under difficult circumstances. 
 
As Tom mentioned in his report for the year, Bruce Ricketts is standing down, after 8 outstanding 
years in various roles on the Committee, but he will continue to be involved as our Web Master 
and also produce the thrice weekly jokes/videos/quiz & cartoons which we so thoroughly enjoy 
with input provided by the members.    
Marie Burt, our “hospitality queen” is standing down to make way for Maureen Smith in the 
kitchen co-ordinating our morning teas whenever that may be. (This will be a non-Committee role) 
 
Jill Scobie has now joined the Committee as Extended Trips & Tours Co-ordinator and also has the 
role of Convenor of the AFL tipping competition.  At least the footy is still proceeding but as far as 
trips go, there will be none for the remainder of the year.  There are a few local trips in the 
pipeline having been carried over to 2021, but no overseas trips unfortunately. 
 
With regard to the Club Membership ceiling recommendation, members were given the 
opportunity to object and I list some of them here:  “Too crowded in the tea room.” “It could cause 
older people being scolded by hot tea.  “Parking is a problem now without more required”.  “If the 
club becomes too big it means a loss of friendliness”    
 
Whilst most of these objections are an issue and noted by the Committee, the motion to increase 
our Membership ceiling from 120 to 130 was passed at the AGM.   
For those of you who are disappointed with this outcome, I would like to explain that the Club 
needed this flexibility in our numbers in order to encourage new members to take on Committee 
roles.  
 I appreciate that many of you have had Committee positions in the past and that many of you 
“older Members” don’t have the technology to carry out the role.  
 I don’t know if you realise, if it hadn’t been for Bruce Ricketts taking on the Secretary role last 
year, and Tom Grucza taking on the Secretary role this year, our Club would not be viable.   
As a committee, we are very grateful to them for standing in the breech.  
There are Clubs who have folded due to members not wishing to be involved with the the running 
of their Club and that would be a sad thing for us.   
 
You would all now know, having been briefed via the Buddy List, of the sad passing of Lesley 
Ricketson, aged 103, who died in hospital after a recent fall in her home.  
Jill Kidd will have more to say about Lesley in this Bulletin, 
 
I am pleased to report that all our wonderful Convenors of the Special Interest Groups have 
agreed to continue their roles.  
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With Joyce Aitken standing down, Jenny Balshaw and Margaret Fehring have agreed to take on the 
role of Local Theatres, when the Theatres Outings are up and running again.  
 I think we are all champing at the bit to get out and do something together,. 
I am looking forward to working with this great Committee ,together with the Convenors of the 
Special Interest Groups, and having time to meet members. 
Please feel free to express your ideas or concerns with me at any time. 
We eagerly await the return of our Club meetings and outings, and celebrating the friendship of 
fellow Probians. 
 
Bev. Olbrich 
President 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
LESLEY RICKETSON:  Foundation Member 1997—2020 
Lesley was a much loved member of our Club, one of two Centenarians  
within our Club, between them, being able to share more than 207 years  
of life’s journeying with us. 
Lesley was 103 when she passed away on August 31st, 2020. 
(Lesley’s mother was 114 years old when she died) 
 
An active member of our Club, Lesley was one of the original members of  
our Armchair Travel Group (now known as Armchair Travel -1-). 
She also enjoyed going on trips and outings, and to the Theatre, and of 
course, our Birthday and Christmas Lunch celebrations. 
 
Lesley celebrated her 100th birthday on February 13, 2017, and was  
surprised with a birthday cake at our meeting. 
 
At the June 2017 meeting, Lesley was presented with an Honorary  
Membership to our Club. 
 
During Carolyn Lee’s  Probus Presidential term, Lesley was invited to be 
Guest Speaker at one of our Meetings. 
Not only did she give us some very insightful moments into her very long     
life, she also displayed many of her paintings, old photos and  
Memorabilia. 
 
Whilst Lesley’s memory was very sharp, she unfortunately, over the years, 
suffered visual impairment, and the last few years of her life were spent at 
“Olivet” Aged Care in Ringwood. 
 
We extend our sympathy to her family in their sadness and loss. 



 4 

THE BUDDY LIST: 
As you know, we assign a Committee Member to keep in touch with you. 
This is known as the “Buddy List”, and it’s part of our fellowship ethos. 
Many of you have expressed appreciation for this, knowing that your Club is looking out for you, 
and keeping in touch, especially during this pandemic. 
The Buddy List has been updated since the new Committee was installed, and you may not have 
the same Committee contact as before. 
By the same token, please feel free to contact a Committee person to see how they are going. 
It’s all part of staying connected. 
 

 
 

 

LET’S CELEBRATE PROBUS TOGETHER: 
 
Thursday, 1st October is the inaugural Probus Day. 
As we are unable to come together to celebrate this event, we thought that it would be a great 
opportunity for those of you who Zoom, to share in either a Morning Tea, starting at 10.30 a.m. 
OR  a Happy Hour at 5.00 p.m. 
You may bring your appropriate drinks and nibbles to either of these. 
 
Just to keep you on your toes, there will be a simple quiz about Probus, and if time permits an 
“Add the next word” quiz. 
 
There will be magnificent prizes for the winner—or perhaps a block of chocolate. 
 
If you are interested, and available, please email me to let me know 
The link will be sent to you nearer to the date. 
Looking forward to seeing your happy faces. 
 
Robyn Scholes 
 
 
 

TUNSTALL TIPPERS:  as at the end of Round 15 
Competition is extremely keen. 

Robyn is leading with a score of 93 

closely followed by‚ 
Lois & Yvonne                                92 
Jill & Lorraine                                 91 
Bruce                                               90 
Des                                                   89 
Tom                                                  88 
 Carol                                                83 

 

Well done all! 
Jill Scobie 
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Extended Trips and Tours - Update as at Sept. 2020 

Having taken on role of Extended Tours Co-ordinator at this time, nothing much can be planned.  

In the meantime, the following trips are still planned to go ahead: 

Bright Chalet – postponed to March/April 2021 - Eight members have paid a deposit.  
Should this date need to be changed for any reason, members will be advised. 

Escape to the Murray  - postponed to  3-7 May, 2021 - 29 members have paid a 

deposit.      Should this date need to be changed for any reason, members will be advised.  

Proud Mary, 9 day Great Southern Rail Journey & Mighty Murray Experience - 13-

22 December, 2020 - $5,545 per person Twin Share.  Single Supplement $6,395 

Unfortunately, this trip has been postponed to a date in 2021 to be advised.  Eleven members 

have received a credit voucher for this trip.  Members have been asked to advise their travel 

insurance operators of this postponement. 

Jill Scobie, 

Co-ordinator, Extended Trips and Tours 

 
 

GARDEN GROUP: 
Hello to all you happy garden lovers. Looking at all the new shoots that are popping up, we should 
be able to see some Spring Gardens on our local walks during lockdown. 
 
I’m really looking forward to starting our Garden outings once restrictions are lifted. 
I hope that you are all keeping well 

Happy Gardening—Margaret Pearce 
 
 
FILM CLUB.  

 As our cinema visits are further curtailed, here are a few suggestions for shows you may 
have missed and would possibly enjoy. 

SBS on Demand: 

• The Salisbury Poisonings – a very good series on the Russian double agent and his 

daughter who were poisoned in the UK. 

• The original Swedish series of Wallander is entertaining. 

• Australia in Colour – similar to the American series, interesting history. 

• Woman at War – quirky film set in Iceland. 
Netflix: 

• Borgen – an excellent Danish political series. 

• Bordertown – a detective series from Finland with an unusual main character.  

• Bodyguard - about a traumatized veteran turned police escort. 

• The Crown – if you haven’t already seen it - interesting especially for our age group. 

• Anne with an E – feel good series based on the Anne of Green Gables books. 

We would love to hear of any shows that you have enjoyed during the lockdown.  Please send 
your suggestions to us at kalbarri@techie.com and we will compile a list to distribute to the 

membership with the next Probus information. 

We look forward to the time we can once again enjoy a film together. 

Barry & Margaret  
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THE YEAR OF 2020—An Ode to the Covid19 Pandemic—Jenny Balshaw 

1 
Christmas time has been and gone, 

The New Year welcomed in, 
Probians back together 
with usual cheerful din 

2. 
Breakfasting at Templestowe 

Friendship, fellowship and fun, 
Back into the swing of things 

The holidays are done. 
3. 

Diaries out in January 
Lots of things are planned, 

Go to a twilight picnic, 
Or with the Committee, lend a hand. 

4. 
February comes along quite fast 

Joanne Lambie lends a hand 
to improve computer skills, so we’ll be 

an I T literate band. 
5. 

Tom is on the warpath 
Looking for volunteers 

to join the Probus Committee, 
as the Annual Meeting nears 

6. 
“Heart & Music at Karralyka 

and Garden Group at Warrenglen 
The President’s lunch looked forward to, 

but it couldn’t happen right then 
7. 

Because, onto the shores of Oz 
came an unwelcome visitor here 

the nasty Corona Virus 
which we all had reason to fear 

8. 
They put us into lockdown 

to keep us safe from the bug, 
if we were over 70 

“Stay at home-under your rug” 
9. 

”What!-no Probus, it can’t be true” 
Unfortunately, it was so, 

we had to keep ourselves occupied, 
find the best way to go 

 

10. 
First lockdown we found ourselves 

Lots of things to keep us busy, 
cleaning cupboards and pantries too 

and made ourselves quite dizzy 
11. 

We read some books and watch TV 
and some did craft and knitting 

enjoyed the garden and the view 
sometimes at the window sitting 

12 
Some did jigsaws and other games 

and we did a lot of cooking 
When restrictions rolled back, we were 

glad to make a café booking. 
13. 

Seeing some friends, and having  a cup 
of that delicious coffee, and eat a piece of 

carrot cake, or even buy a toffee. 
14. 

But, alas!, restrictions are back 
Stage four is very wearing 

We wear our masks as we are asked 
so germs we are not sharing. 

15. 
Bruce has kept us entertained 

With jokes & stories for us 
We’re very grateful to you Bruce 

For the laughs we need to shore us. 
16. 

Meanwhile Tom has marshalled us 
To do a bit of zooming, 

He had us practising our Zoom 
For the Annual Meeting looming. 

17 
We know our numbers are coming down 

We hope it won’t be too long 
Until we can meet face to face 

And let fly with a song. 
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My Life in Lockdown—Di Reedy. 
My lockdown time has enabled me time to enjoy my upstairs balcony. 
I have planted pansies in each of the five winters I have lived in my little village. 
I plant in May, and see them start to flower before I leave for Queensland. 
They take care of themselves with nothing but rain water, until my return (still flowering). 
However, with the borders closed this year, I planted pansies as usual, along with violas, which I 
hadn’t grown before. The violas have been amazing, and I will definitely grow them again. 
So easy, and they just keep on giving. 
They come in a range of colours from pure white, through to yellow (my favourites, as it lights up 
the mostly grey of days), mauve, pink, and many more. 
We have had a few birthdays here during lockdown, so I made them a pot of colour. 
Several had unexpected hospital stays, (not Covid related, thank goodness), so on their return to 
the village, there was a little “welcome home pot” which proved to be a real lift to their spirits. 
The violas have really made a difference to winter here, sharing their colour through the village 
and cheering us up. 
So, Tunstall Probarians, plant some violas next year, they are easy and so rewarding. 
They are edible if you wish, and make a great gift. 

 
MORE LIFE IN LOCKDOWN— from Dawn Barr 
Having packed up, moved, and unpacked in the first lockdown, we enjoyed finding homes for all 
the bits and pieces that we decided were important to keep (some were not)….in our new home. 
 
David spent four days in hospital having skin cancers removed, and having a skin graft. 
Since then our excitement, has been going to the local Doctors twice a week to have his wounds 
dressed. 
Legally, we are allowed out, so have organised to shop on our way back. 
 
Since learning how to use Zoom, we have tuned in each week to our Church Services, and I am also 
doing Yoga twice a week on Zoom also. 
A group of friends whom I have known since my boys were at High School, have been meeting on 
Zoom once a week also. 
Like many people, I have been doing jigsaws, reading, and walking every day. 
David has been doing a lot with his Family Tree information, and has now decided to write his own 
story. 
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My Ups and Downs in Lockdown by Bev. Olbrich 
 

The Ups - I have to say it wasn’t so bad when the first lock down occurred in March.   I have a 

husband to talk to or yell at when frustrated!  We are fortunate that we are retired and own our 

home with a big garden. We have lots of work to do around the home so a plus during this 

time. The work is still on-going of course! 

 

Both Erich and I love to cook and have had lots of time to devote to this. I have made many 

varieties of sour dough bread (as have so many), lots of pasta which I air dry and give to friends 

in place of “another” unwanted gift. 

 

I know my neighbourhood a lot better with a walk every day.  My walks have got even better 

now having been able to meet up with Robyn Scholes and we have found some wonderful 

walks.  It makes a difference with someone to chat to and we have a lot in common having 

known each other for many years but not had this personal time together. 

 

I have had time to resume my hobby of card making which I find very therapeutic and have 

discovered that Robyn has started this hobby too. 

 

I have many family and friends to share a chat and I do find I don’t have enough hours in the 

day to do all I want.  Perhaps I should get out of bed well before 9 am! 

 

The Downs - It’s sad when you watch all the scheduled Probus meetings and activities flash up 

on the phone as they become due and just fizzle because we are restricted.  We did have a very 

busy year planned.  It is sad not to be able to visit family and friends and not to be able to 

support your favourite cafe or fresh food market or speciality store as it’s outside the 5 km limit. 

 

I do miss my ritual of attending the Sunday Camberwell market where I have a knack of 

picking up a bargain.   It’s a place to find so many preloved items and the pre-requisites for card 

making and nick knacks for the garden etc.  Just ask me next time where I “got that from”.  I am 

a “second hand girl”; it’s in my genes! 

 

I will miss visiting and phone calls to my Mum of 92, who passed away in August but 

thankfully not to Covid. 

 

Positives - I am grateful that I am surrounded by family and friends and in good health.  I am 

grateful just being alive and can contribute to society. 
 

 
Thankyou to everyone who has shared their “Lockdown Stories” with us. 
It seems to be that, despite being curtailed mainly to our homes, we have turned our minds to 
being creative, and learning new skills. 
There will be further “Lockdown” stories in the next Bulletin. 
 
This Bulletin is private and confidential, and for Probus use only, and is not to be used for any 
other purpose. 
We acknowledge the generous support of Mr. Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, and 
his staff with the printing of this Bulletin. 


