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WELCOME TO COVID CATCHUP—NO. 2.
A PRE- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING BULLETIN,
for your reference




Greetings everyone

| hope you are in good spirits despite the extended lockdown. The only way back to normality is by
strictly adhering to the regulations and, unfortunately, that also keeps us from meeting family and
friends. Thank goodness many of us can use social media to keep in touch. Around 80% of us have
an internet connection now.

What seemed highly unlikely a few months ago will, | trust, become a reality. With the excellent
response to the Zoom practice meeting last month, and with more signing up to Zoom, we are
certain to have a quorum of members for the annual general meeting online. All the necessary
reports and previous minutes are enclosed with this bulletin and therefore won’t need to be read
out at the meeting.

The Zoom AGM Invitation

Members will receive the Zoom invitation around the 14 August, two weeks before the date of the
AGM, and a follow up reminder a few days beforehand. You will be asked to acknowledge receipt
of the invitation and your intention to participate. Think of it as booking seats for a show. (Please
note that the meeting will be recorded.)

Raising the Membership Ceiling

A motion to raise our membership ceiling from 120 to 130 will be put to the meeting. As we still
have six people waiting to join, your Committee feels it is important to keep the club viable into
the future and embrace new leadership talent as it comes along. A number of you felt that the
Club could lose its close knit identity and become too large.

A debate on this motion is difficult to manage on Zoom. If you oppose raising the membership
ceiling could you contact Carolyn Lee directly by phone please. Carolyn will carefully record the
objections and the number of people opposed will be stated when the vote takes place. No names
will be mentioned. A majority vote either way will decide the outcome.

Contributors

Have you got a story to tell or an anecdote of life in lockdown? Be it a poem, an unexpected find
while de-cluttering, an embarrassing incident or how you occupy yourself in your personal
wonderland, let us know. We would love to publish them in the next bulletin. Let’s call it “Life on
the Inside”. Send your contributions to the Club Secretary.

Best wishes
Tom Grucza



REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2019/2020
The 22" year of the Combined Probus Club of Tunstall.

Dear Members

Our 2019 Probus year began with the induction of Loris Humphries into our “Hall of Fame”, as a
life member. It was the year in which Joyce Monk turned 100 and Lesley Ricketson celebrated her
102nd birthday. Helen Harrison and Robyn Scholes joined our new committee and Bruce put on his
“L-plates” as secretary. The management team then set to work for another busy year. Nine new
members were inducted then the waiting list grew, and grew, as up to ten more people were wanting
to join our great club. We must have been doing something right.

Jackie Gorry, Geoff & Audrey Beams and more recently, Margaret Edgington sadly passed away.
They were active members of our club and are fondly remembered

Last year we gauged the club’s age demographic and surveyed member’s participation in Club
activities. Partly as a result, a number of people offered to sit in on committee meetings and their
contributions were very much welcomed. Committee delegates were again involved in the
Whitehorse cluster group meetings, part of eighteen Probus clubs in the district, sharing ideas and
information, helping us make decisions for future planning.

In her first year organising dine-outs Robyn had particular success with the birthday lunch which, as
you recall, was preceded by a morning of entertainment at the September general meeting. The
Christmas lunch Robyn hosted was a spectacular ending to the year.

The garden outings, cinema experiences and theatre visits were well attended and remained very
popular. Joyce Aitkin has stood down from organising local theatres visits and we thank her for
providing members with some very entertaining outings.

Bev Olbrich excelled in her tour offerings with the Silos tour and the India trip being particular
highlights and people are still talking about them.

Thank you also to David Barr for organising many engaging speakers well in advance. Genealogy,
Staying Connected and the Dopey Old Bloke on a Bike, for example, were highlights.

Our memorable day trips, often in conjunction with Robyn’s lunches, included a visit to Parliament
house, lunch at the MCC, the Port Arlington trip, Millionaire Hot Seat and Phillip Island, just to
name a few.

I’d like to acknowledge the wonderful support so many members have given the club, whether it’s
leading a special interest group, assisting with transport, looking after the A/V system, helping with
furniture, meeting and greeting, helping with morning teas and much more. To the marvellous
committee members, I say a big thank you. Marie Burt, our “hospitality queen”, is to be
congratulated for her many years of service on Committee. I’'m delighted to welcome Maureen
Smith who will take over Marie’s role in a non-committee position. Managing the membership
database and all that’s involved in member communication is a busy job that Carolyn Lee has done
brilliantly. Helen Harrison’s genuine concern about member’s welfare, which can be a sensitive
issue at times, has been much appreciated. Our treasurer, Erich Olbrich, has done a marvellous and
meticulous job considering that bookkeeping wasn’t part of his chemical engineering qualifications.
The Bulletin is our communications lifeline and what an outstanding job Jill Kidd has done month
after month. Where would we be without her expertise?

In ending my two years of wearing the chain of office, | acknowledge the wonderful support of my
committee colleagues. In particular I thank Bruce Ricketts for his professional management. He’s
done an outstanding job in the many roles he’s played on committee over the years. He and Marie
are standing down and we will recognise them publicly with an appropriate fanfare when our
meetings resume.

We had barely recovered from the devastating bushfires when the Probus year ended prematurely
with the outbreak of the pandemic. It was a sad conclusion so early in 2020. We still have
friendship and fellowship but it’s the fun we miss.

Looking forward to the good times

Best wishes, Tom Grucza
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DINE-OUT INFORMATION
Robyn Scholes advises:

After a short glimpse into the “Dine-Out” world, when some of us took the
opportunity to sample the delicious produce made by the Students of “Zest”,

At Holmesglen Tafe, we are once again sampling the efforts that come from our own
kitchens.

Unfortunately, we will not be able to celebrate our Probus Birthday together this
year, due to the latest COVID19 lockdown.
We will certainly keep Club Kilsyth in mind for next year.

So now, we must look towards our Christmas function, which will be at the Box Hill
Golf Club once again.

Last year we had a great meal with very good service, so I’'m hoping that this will be
repeated, and we can enjoy each other’s company on the second Friday in December.
We must all keep our fingers crossed that all will be safe and healthy, for this to take
place.

Keep Happy and Healthy,
Robyn Scholes

REMEMBER TO DO:

A HO
& e

After you have received your AGM Zoom invitation, make a booking
with Tom, if you would like to participate.

If you oppose the raising of the Membership ceiling,
please contact Carolyn Lee by phone to communicate your feelings.

If you have a story, an anecdote or a poem, about your time in
STHY S HFE COVID19 lockdown, we would all like to know about it.

Please forward to the Secretary, for inclusion in the Bulletin.



Stay in Touch — Bev. Olbrich

You might recall that we had Joanne Lambie from “Stay in Touch” as our guest
speaker in February this year. At the time you may not have had much interest in
digital technology but things have changed in our world.

Peter Twist (Stay in Touch/Technology Tutoring and Support), runs a very informal
lesson every Tuesday from 12.30 to 1.00pm using the Zoom App. Its an opportunity
to connect with other seniors, making new friends, sharing stories, having a chat, a
laugh, and coffee, and learning a tech tip or two,

This is a ‘virtual classroom’ using Zoom meetings. You can participate from the
comfort of your own home on your own device. Peter Twist says that for those
who are new to Zoom meetings, not to worry, as he will help you every step of the
way. He will send out detailed step by step instructions on how to join a Zoom
meeting. He will open the zoom meeting up to 30 minutes prior to assist anyone
that needs help joining. You can ask any questions relating to your devices.

Peter has set up a zoom weekly meeting on Tuesdays with the same link. Please
click on this link to join the meeting:

https://zoom.us/j/93851786593?pwd=YndGZIkORTZVREVWVWF1WmI1TEp4dz09

You can do this from any device that has internet. The website will ask you to
download or allow Zoom, you can click yes or allow.

Meeting ID: 938 5178 6593
Password: 874209

| personally have sat in on two sessions and thoroughly enjoyed the lesson and have
learnt new things. You will also find Neil Kingswood on the screen who has done
many more sessions.

If you have any queries, please contact:
Peter Twist | Stay In Touch | Technology Tutoring and Support
P: 03 9596 4547 | www.stayintouch.net.au

This Bulletin is private and confidential, and for Probus use only, and is not to be used for any other
purpose.

We acknowledge the generous support of Mr. Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, and his
staff, with the printing of this Bulletin.
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