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NEXT MEETING: 

 

 
 
 
8 April 2021 at Braidies Tavern, Strathfieldsaye 
at 10:00 am See you there. 

Apologies to Secretary, Robyn Mannes, strathprobus@yahoo.com 

 
 

PRESIDENT JOE’S REPORT: 

 
Hi. This is my first President’s report and though I may talk a lot I write very 

little, written expression and grammar is not my forté. 

Firstly, I would like to express sincere gratitude and thanks to Past President 

Pam for keeping the club together during Covid. Her inventiveness of 

organising phone trees to keep contact and checking in on members has to 

be commended. Her added involvement in the PROSAYE ensuring the club 

stayed in touch speaks of her commitment to the club in her role as president. 

Secondly, I would like to thank all past committee members and activity leaders for their 

dedication and hard work during a frustrating year and to congratulate the up and coming 

Executive and Committee members and in particular the Activity Leaders because without 

activities and members to support them we would have a boring club. I am looking forward 

to a fun filled year with lots of fellowship & developing new and lasting friendships. 

One last thing please WEAR YOUR BADGE WITH PRIDE as I have an exceptional bad 

memory for names. This way I will know who is who. 
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PAST PRESIDENT PAM’S REPORT: 

 

AGM Presidents Report March 2021 

As I reflect back on my year as your President, it has been year like no other. 

Within a week of being elected, decisions were made to cancel all activities 

within the club due to COVID19 sweeping the world. We had no idea the 

virus would still be around after 12 months. 

I was full of enthusiasm and had many ideas, but unfortunately not many 

have not come to fruition. 

Of importance was to keep the club together and contacts by phone played a 

big part in this. Also, to produce a Prosaye/Newsletter monthly with snippets 

from members and photos to reminisce over past activities. Members Profiles have 

shown us the talents and background of our members. We have achieved a few things to 

benefit the club, and on our minds at all time was the safety of you all. 

The Committee met regularly by Zoom (modern technology) and allowed us to keep up to 

date with any information sent to us by PSPL. Correspondence and accounts were delt 

with. 

A wonderful project for some 30 members was to make scrub hats and laundry bags for 

Royal Melbourne Hospital IC unit. It came about through Glenys Cossar’s daughter 

Susan a Senior Nurse at the Hospital. Members worked from home, giving them an 

activity to do while in the safety of our homes. Some 1,386 hats and 272 laundry bags 

were sent to Melbourne and 150 caps were delivered to Bendigo Health. Thanks to 

Glenys for being the co-ordinator. 

An article on the project was sent to the Probian the Victorian Probus Magazine and a 

photo was featured on the front cover for May. Also, the Bendigo Advertiser featured an 

article. 

Member Gwen Hardacre made 7 aprons, and Rhonda Ralph machine embroidered our 

clubs name on each one. They will be most useful when we recommence serving 

morning tea. 

An application was made to Strathfieldsaye Community Enterprise, and was successful, 

for the purchase of a Defibrillator to be installed in the Strathfieldsaye Church. We can 

take the unit with us when we are on our various club trips and outside activities. 

In between lock downs we managed to have 4 walks, organised by members and with 

great attendance. 

Three meetings were arranged, one in the Botanic Gardens and two in local Hotels. A 

great Christmas Luncheon was held with 75 attending. It has been unfortunate we 

haven’t been able to meet at the Church hall. 

It was with great sadness at the loss of two valued members in Peter Judd and Terry 

Bradley. They were both Past Presidents and held many other positions within the club. 

The Club has now got our own email address, relieving the need for members to use 

their own personal one. We have our own web site for people to see what the club is up 

too. 

An Inventory of assets owned by the club has been compiled. Insurance taken out for the 

Defibrillator. 

First Aid Kit was checked, and items replaced as required, thank you to Jan Vine. 

Joan Rogan and Di Blair are eager to get back to organizing the social side. What a great 

job they do. 
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Sid Spofforth has compiled an Incident Response and Preventive Plan following the 

guide lines of PSPL. It is relevant to COVID 19 regulations. 

Brian McMennemin our Welfare Officer has done a sterling job contacting our members 

who have been unwell. 

Robyn Mannes our Secretary has revamped our certificates to make them more uniform 

and with our new laminator it will be a professional looking document to hand out. 

It was unfortunate, our trip to Walhalla had to be cancelled twice. Thanks to Margaret 

Knowles for putting so much time into organising the tour. 

Thank you to Maree Edward’s Office for printing our Prosaye each month in colour. 

I have found it a pleasure and privilege to serve you as your President for the year 2020- 21 

Many thanks to my Committee in particular Robyn, Marg, Joe and Peter, for the time and 

work put into this difficult year. To all our members, it has been so good to keep in 

contact with members mostly with phone calls. 

To Joe and his new committee all the very best and hope it is a successful year. 

Yours in Probus Pam Williams 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS: 

April Birthdays, Jan ROKESKY 9th Cliff BUTLER 11th, Joyce SPOFFORTH 12th Yvonne 

GREENHALL 19th,  I an  CROSS 26th,  Ba r ry  PERRYMAN 28th.  

May Birthdays Carolyn O’SHANNESSY 1st, Keith BLASKETT 7th. Claire 

KEOGH 9th, Carolyn BARTLETT 11th, Glenys OSBOURNE 14th. 

SPEAKER: 
 

 

The speaker this month is our President Joe Van Dillen who will speak about 

migrating to, and growing up in Victoria, Australia 

Ian Cross  

 
“If you think you’re too small. Try going to bed with a mosquito”!  

 

WELFARE REPORT: 

  
If you, or if you know of any members in the club that are in need of 

physical, emotional or spiritual support please contact Brian who will 

endeavour to obtain for you the assistance you may require. All contacts 

with Brian are confidential and is only past onto the executive with your 

express permission.    Brian McMennemin 
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES - APRIL/MAY 2021 

Morning Coffee: Monday 26th April at 10.30am - Mecure Bendigo 
Schaller Hotel,60 Lucan Street, Bendigo. 

 

Dinner: Thursday 22nd April at 6.30pm - Lakeview Hotel, 204 
McCrae Street, Bendigo. (near Bendigo Tramways Depot) 

 

Craft: Wednesday 7th April at 11.30am - Maaike Honeychurch's 
home. 

Wednesday 5th May at 11.30am - Ruth Rule's home.  

 

 
 

On Craft days, please bring your own lunch. Coffee and Tea will be provided. 

As venues are operating with strict guidelines as to the number of people permitted in their 
premises at any one time, lists will be essential for all organised functions. These will 
be available at the April meeting. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU ADVISE ME IF YOU HAVE PLACED YOUR NAME ON A 

LIST, BUT THEN FIND YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND. 

        Joan Rogan 
 

LUNCH: 
 

 
WALKS 

 
Lunch this month will be at Braidies Tavern. And similar to last time we met 
there we order our meals after the meeting and before the guest speaker 
Rhonda Rye 

 
 
 

The April walk will be on Thursday, 15 April. We will meet at 9.30am after 

parking in the Botanic Gardens car park in Scott St., White Hills. Then 

walk through the old gardens to EXPLORE the “Garden of the Future”. 

After the walk we will cross to the Vibe Cafe (booking made) for coffee 

and cake at about 10.30am. If it’s raining cats and dogs head straight to 

the cafe for 10.30am. The Walks registration sheet will be at the April Probus meeting. 

Michael Greenall. 

 
SCRABBLE: At Ruth Rules, 

Scrabble held on the 4th Thursday of each month at 1:30pm. 
Ruth Rule  
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TRIPS & TOURS:  
Firstly, I would like to extend the clubs appreciation and gratitude to 

Margaret Knowles and all the club members that supporter Margaret in 

doing such an excellent job organising and expediting some fantastic 

day trips and multi day trips for all club members to enjoy. Many 

wonderful memories and friendships have been formed on these trips. 
 

The club is still seeking a member or preferable a group of members to 

take on the role of looking after Trips and Tours. Some members may be apprehensive of 

taking on this role thinking that it may be beyond their capabilities. Let me assure you if 

you have ever organised a family holiday or an extended family gathering, you definitely 

have the skills and experience to be involved in this group and may be consider leading it. 

In the meantime, if members have any ideas of where they would like to go for a day trip, 

or for a few days, either by bus or cars please let John Campbell or anyone on the executive 

know and we will endeavour to bring your dream to fruition. 

 
 

Bowls 
 

 
Monday 19th April. Annual Probus Bowls event at Rochester. This 

is a regular event although had to be cancelled last year due to Covid. 

WE have a few names however it would be good to send at least 2 

teams if possible. The next meeting date, 8th April, will be cut off for 

booking for this event. 

 

Tuesday 20th April: This morning has been set aside for a fun social morning starting at 

9.45 am at Bendigo East Bowls club (finish approx. 12 noon). $10 entry includes green 

fees, hire of bowls as needed, and cuppa & biscuits after. There will be a number of 

challenges, hopefully a few laughs, and a chance to try something different (including 

current bowlers who might find some changes to their usual game) 

Please wear flat soled shoes/sandals, or nothing (on your feet) Confirming names at 

meeting on 8th April. 

Cliff Butler 

 


