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Membership Matters to Chris Moody  
 

  PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  
 

Hope all our Members are keeping well and filling in their time while in lock down.  It is so 

important to keep in touch with our family, friends and fellow members. Stay connected and social 

connectedness plays an important role in our health and wellbeing. Being physically distant from friends and 

family doesn’t mean that we can’t stay socially and emotionally close. 

Exercise both your mind and body and we need patience and we will get through this trying times. Farewell 

to Winter.  Enjoy the sunshine and fresh air as the days are getting longer and Spring equinox is 22nd 

September.  

Probus South Pacific have sent notification, they would like each club to Celebrate an Annual Probus Day 

sometime in October. October is known as the United Nations Day of Older Persons across the world. Their 

idea is to stay together and connected. In the environment we are in due to the pandemic it is a challenge as 

we have restrictions. The theme is STAYING CONNECTED AND 

ACTIVE WITH PROBUS -for members to realize the value of 

belonging and being part of our Community.  

Please keep Thursday 15th October free to Celebrate Our Annual 

Probus Day. It will be combined with our walk at the White Hills 

Botanical Gardens. Stay tuned for more details. 

         Yours in Probus:   Pam Williams 

 

DON’T YOU WISH YOUR WEEKEND COULD GO ON FOREVER? 

NOW YOU HAVE HAD YOUR WISH? 

 

TREASURERS REPORT:    A big thankyou to all (84) who have paid this  

Opening Balance  $6,635.83  year’s membership of $50.  

Income    $   100.00   And a reminder to those who have not. 

Expenditure   $     -   We understand that due to not being able to meet as  

Closing balance   $6,735.83  normal our expenses have been reduced. When the  

       pandemic hit we had no idea as to how long it was 

going to affect us. The committee understand and have discussed this. Refunds were discussed but decided 

that we can subsidize some social events and ongoing memberships fees. When we can see more clearly and 

start to be able to have functions the committee will discuss this further.   Peter Williams 
  

http://probussouthpacific.org/microsites/strathfieldsaye/Home
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 HAPPY BIRTHDAYS!!!  SEPTEMBER:  11TH Chris MOODY, 15TH Noeline YUM, 

19th Barry EDWARDS. 

  OCTOBER:  12th Rhonda RALPH, 15TH Brian MAY, 20th Jill DALGARNO  
 

 

WELFARE REPORT 
 

Joyce Ferguson is fast approaching what she hopes is the news that will allow her to get into her car 

and do wheelies in front of the Eaglehawk Town Hall. Joyce is frustrated after so many months of 

being on the sidelines with her leg problems. Keep an eye out for burning rubber. 

Ruth Rule is happy with the progress that her knee is making, and with any luck she will be able  

to get back into Netball training again. She has purchased one of those Smoky Dawson beds, and 

has told me that so far, she has not been thrown up into the air as yet. 

Peter Judd is having ongoing treatment, and his positive attitude will hold him in good stead. 

He is itching to get back into walking with his friends from the club. 

Terry Bradley has had his first round of treatment, and he will have another course in a couple of 

weeks. 

On behalf of our members, I wish all of our sickies the very best and a speedy recovery. 

Brian McMennemin  
 

OUR FIRST BIG TRIP!! NEW ZEALAND 2002 

I thought some members might 

be interested in this photo 

(apologies for the quality, I 

didn’t have a good camera then 

and NO mobile phone!!) 

This was taken in March 2002, 

in the gardens in Canterbury 

New Zealand. Sadly a few in the 

photo are no longer with us, 

Lauraine Osborne, Ivan Pellas 

and Ivy Tindal. The three ladies 

on the bottom row right, were 

from a Probus Club in 

Canterbury: I contacted the club 

before we travelled there & they 

kindly came to meet us in the 

gardens. (We also had a brief meeting with another couple on the north Island) I understand that this 

was the first time anyone from a Probus Club in Australia had asked to meet members from there, so 

it was a special occasion! Rebe Nolan, on the far right of the photo, came to visit family in Victoria a 

couple of years later, and came to a meeting with us and we took her round some of the sights in 

Bendigo, and we kept in touch for many years even after she had to move after the earthquakes. 

NOW THAT IS PROBUS FRIENDSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP!! 

 

TRIPS AND TOURS: 

Due to restrictions our Mystery trip will not go ahead, and will be replaced with a trip around 

Bendigo area using our own cars.  

Keep Wednesday 18th November free. Members will be kept informed as details are worked out. 

When we get the go ahead watch out as the sky will be the limit.   Margaret Knowles 

 

ANSWERS TO BRAIN TEASERS from last month 

 

14. Paradise  15. Touch Down  16. Six Feet Under Ground 17. Mind Over Matter 

18. Beside Himself  19. Glance Backward  20. Life After Death 
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 The Gillies Pies Story:  
 

 In the drought of the 

1940’s, Norman, Les 

and Alan Gillies were 

forced off their farm. 

(Soldier Settlement 

Block) near Charlton. 

Les became a 

pastrycook, and with his 

brothers, bought Les McClure’s Business, which he had 

built up from 50 pies a day to a Melbourne factory 

producing 50,000 pies an hour! In 1951, Gillies Bros set 

up their Pie Shop on the corner of Hargreaves and 

Williamson Streets (pictures below), right in the middle of Bendigo. 

In 1958 they moved into the Black Swan Hotel and converted it into 

a modern bakery. It was during the 1960’s that the G B Pie became very popular in Bendigo. Former mayor, 

and sports commentator Dick Turner would yell out during Football forecasts “Have a Gillies Pie-the Pie 

that fills-but never kills!” and often shouted “The big men fly for a Gillies Pie” On one Grand Final day, 

there were 500 dozen pies sold and Gillies Bros had become the biggest Pie maker outside the metropolitan 

area.  

In June 1976 a new factory was opened in Garsed St, with advanced Pastry Making Technology, first class 

Staff amenities and the highest hygiene standards. The shop on the corner of Williamson and Hargreaves 

streets is still a Pie shop & café today. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Peter Judd’s mother Avis Gillies, was a cousin of Norman, Les and Alan Gillies)   Joan Judd 

 

WALKS: 

 

Due to ongoing restrictions we will not be able to have our walk for September. 

We are hoping current restrictions will be eased and can reschedule our walk for 15th October at White Hills 

Botanical Garden at 9.30 am, we will be incorporating celebrating Our Annual Probus Day.  

Will keep you posted with more details.  Keep walking in your local area.  Peter Judd 

 

 

Please consider contributing to our Prosaye. We would like to hear from you, jokes, 

photos, articles of interest, etc. Email to editor Anne or President Pam 

  

The Black Swan Hotel 
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Do you wonder why there are no dead penguins on the ice in Antarctica?? Where do they go?? 

WONDER NO MORE………….. 

 

It is a known fact that the penguin is a very ritualistic bird, which lives an extremely ordered and 

complex life. The penguin is very committed to its family, and will mate for life, as well as maintaining a 

form of compassionate contact with its offspring throughout its life. If a penguin is found dead on the ice 

surface, other members of the family and social circle have been known to dig holes in the ice, using their 

vestigial wings and beaks until the hole is big enough for the deaf bird to be rolled in and buried. The male 

penguins then gather in a circle around the fresh grave and sing – “Freeze a jolly good fellow “……… 

 

 

 Wattles in full bloom in the Spring Gully area. Nice to see so many 

flowers out at the moment-even orchids if you can get down to look 

for them!! 

 I popped in a bunch of tulips and other bulbs earlier & they are 

coming up everywhere!! Next time I had better put them in separate 

bags!  

My native garden is a mix this year but will look pretty good 

anyway 

Anne B 

 

Recipe: APRICOT   LOAF  Yvonne Rutherford 
 

Ingrediencies:      Method: 

1 cup of milk.      Combine, milk, All Bran, brown sugar and  

1 cup of brown sugar (firmly packed).  chopped apricots and honey in a bowl. 

1 teaspoon of honey.     Cover let stand overnight. 

1 cup of All Bran.     Next day add sifted flour and mix well. 

4 oz of dried apricots.     Grease an 8” X 4” loaf tin.1 cup SR flour. 

Line the base with greased paper. 

Spoon the mixture evenly into the tin. 

Bake in a moderate oven for an hour or until cooked. 

Server sliced and buttered. 
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MARGARET KNOWLES -   Profile – life in a nut shell 

I was born at Merbein many moons ago. 

An only child and very green. Attended Merbein Higher Elementary and final two years Mildura High. 

I played too much sport, particularly tennis and not enough time with my head in the books. 

At an early age I was brain washed by my father to follow the “Mighty Magpies”. 

After leaving school, went Nursing at Mildura Base Hospital for 3 years. I always remember my first male ward. I got 

the majority of the full sponges on my first day, but I survived and many years later I became the Charge Sister of that 

ward, the Men’s Surgical with 32 beds. 

I did my Midwifery at Queen Victoria Melbourne and Infant Welfare in Adelaide.  

I later joined the RAAFNS in an unsettled South East Asia. We were trained to do Aviation Medicine at Pt. Cook.  

Each person had to be put through how many “G’s” we could tolerate and also put in a Decompression Chamber – half 

the course at a time to observe their reaction. It was so scary to see how the body reacted. 

I was posted to RAAF Base in Butterworth, Mainland Malaysia with Penang Island off shore for 18 months posting.  I 

visited many countries including Vietnam, Thailand, Clark USARF Base Philippines, Japan and 2 more USAAF. One 

thing with the yanks everything is bigger than everyone else. They loved listening to the Aussie accent. Another 

posting Formosa (now Taiwan). They had a magnificent Jade Museum, Hong Kong and finally Singapore -they all 

involved my travelling.  

I was never a good officer and got on with the ranks, particularly the cooks and S.P.  I went one night with the S.P. to 

Penang to visit the brothels as part of their duty – I was female S.P. for the night that’s how I was introduced. Penang 

was R.R. for the Americans, Australians and British Navy. Job checking register and bedrooms – no pillow cases or 

sheets on the beds. Had plenty of free coke-cola! One night I had my eyes opened widely! 

Coming back to Singapore in a “Dak” the pilot I knew, offered me to fly; well I put stick down taking off all the tops 

off the trees, never had another offer to fly. 

I hadn’t been back to Vietnam for nearly 40 years – and went with Ex Vietnam Army members, and on Anzac Day 

attended a Memorial, marked by a marble cross of a Major Battle in the rubber plantation. 

After many new experiences, we were posted to Paris, France on a Diplomatic passport for 3 years a new Embassy 

and quarters. To speak French, I could get the beginning and the end of words and missed the middle meaning. If they 

smiled “qui”, sad face non – it worked. 

In the end I just threw my hands and books in the air and enjoyed the busy life in Paris. The wives went and visited 

Paris Opera House – on stage empty house, I sang Waltzing Matilda and wasn’t asked for an encore! Wonder why. 

Before it was burned Notre, Dame had a veranda around the top and I was lucky enough to walk around the veranda. 

This is really going to shock you – I did a cocktail party for 50 people and hosted a few other dinner parties; as you 

know “my menu is Tim Tams”. Before leaving Paris, I was going to try and drive around Arc de Triumph – it 

happened too soon – returning from friends, turned off too soon, guess what Arc de Triumph looking at oneself? – so 

many roads coming in and no one gives way. But I survived to get to Embassy, I had to go to Place de Concorde – I 

survived. Twelve Avenues radiate from the Arc de Triumph. 

We did a lot of travelling around Europe in our car. This might sound funny – first load of washing on rotary clothes 

line at home I put a chair out and sat watching it go round and round. 

We were posted to Canberra and after a few years it was my turn to upgrade my knowledge, so I started part-time 

University study and full time Nursing ending up with two bits of paper in my back pocket. Only trouble I ended up 

with R.S.I. and off work for 12 months. Ever since computer’s and I don’t communicate and never will!! 

You don’t have to be young to go to University, you meet many people of different careers not just public servants. 

While in Sydney I attended 2000 Olympics, plus Melbourne 1956 Games while at School. 

I started Probus in Strathfieldsaye July 2001, when I settled into Bendigo and put my hand up to go to New Zealand on 

their trip in 2002 not knowing anyone. In life you must be prepared to meet people half way and continue with it. 

I have been Treasurer and President and am still doing Trips and Tours. You might think you have nothing to give – 

everyone has something special no matter how small. 
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WHAT HAVE OUR GENTLEMEN MEMBERS BEEN UPTO DURING LOCKDOWN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Don Nicholls busy in 

his vegie garden 

Having been interested in Rocking Horses 

over the years and having built and restored 

some eighty odd, I am always up for a challenge. 

I am currently restoring a 1890-1900 Carousel 

Horse. Built in America by A. R. Anderson an 

Englishman, its carousel ultimately found its way 

to the foreshore at Mordialloc in the 1930s. The 

carving is beautiful particularly around the mane 

and the head. When finished it will rock on a 

Tasmanian Blackwood stand complete with Brass 

pole.    Kevin Johnston 

Ian Baker finished his sideboard made out 

of second hand flooring. 

Ian Cross been busy making raised garden 

beds out of recycled material. 

Peter Judd has been propagating 

tomatoes, and Sturt Desert Pea. 

Also, Xmas trees 

ready for the festive season. 
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Thank-you to Members and friends who have generously donated their time and 

shared their skills sewing Scrub Caps for the Hospital staff at Royal Melbourne 

Hospital and Bendigo Heath.  This project commenced in March and again 

when the “Second Wave” lockdown happened in July.  Each week, the variety 

and colours have amazed us.  Apart from another layer of protection for the 

staff, their headwear has become a conversation piece and morale booster. 

 

First edition caps       30 volunteers.   864 caps.    221 laundry bags. 

Second Wave            16 volunteers.   522 caps.       51 laundry bags. 

            Total of 1,386 caps,   272 laundry bags, Total of 75 kgs posted 

 

Glenys Cossar 
 

QUIZ ANSWERS ARE ALL VICTORIAN TOWNS or SUBURBS 
 

1.  WILD ANIMAL    11.  KATHERINE / COILS 

2.  KEEP AN EYE ON THEM   12.  NOT AFTERNOON / WEIGHT 

3.  MIMOSA / GLADE       13.  SPEAK / OPENING 

4.  CAUTION / POOLS    14.  RAPS ON THE DOOR 

5.  CAN YOU FIND ME   15.  NOT SOUTH / JACKET 

6.  CYCLER’S RISE    16.  COLOUR / RABBIT’S HOME 

7.  A GRAND HOTEL    17.  A GARDEN / WISH 

8.  SCREAMING / RIBBON   18.  ZERO 

9.  WEAPON / RODENT   19.  GIRL’S NAME / RABBIT’S HOME 

10.  PASSAGES / OPENING   20.  1066 BATTLE 

 

Answers in next month’s Edition, giving you plenty of time to work out the answers. 
 

Did anyone notice the change in our front-page header? We are now waving our hands in greeting, 

abiding with current regulations.   Well done Anne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have flown gliders for 48 years, initially at Benalla 

with the Gliding Club of Victoria  

In 1979 the Bendigo Gliding Club was formed, I was 

the inaugural President. I am currently Secretary.  

As a qualified instructor, I have trained numerous 

people to solo, including John Todd, who was 60 years 

old at the time. 

Hi lights include flying in competitions at Horsham 

and Benalla and particularly crewing for my son, 

Bruce, when he competed in a European Club Class 

Championship. It was held in the Czech Republic. It 

was challenging driving around local roads to retrieve 

glider and pilot after an out landing. 

I have owned the glider in the photo since 2003, the 

model name is “Libelle” and it was built in Germany in 

1972. The structure is entirely fibre glass. 

Colin Campbell 


