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Membership Matters to Chris Moody  
 

  PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

 

Looking forward to catching up with you on Thursday 15th October for our Walk in the White 

Hills Botanical Garden.  It will be so important to adhere to all COVID 19 Regulations. Please 

read Peter Judd’s report for details.  

Theme STAYING CONNECTED AND ACTIVE WITH PROBUS. 

There has been a good feedback on our article in the last Prosaye regarding the talented gentlemen we have in 

our club.  What they have been making and spending their time over the past few months and longer. 

This month we are featuring our ladies and their handy work. Unfortunately, we could only mention a few and 

there are a lot more to cover, perhaps at a later date. 

Daylight saving has begun and it is surprising how many clocks we have to change.  With smart technology 

our phones and electronic devices automatically change the time for you. 

October, Mental Health Month and there are a few tips to improve our mental state.  Stimulating conversation, 

new hobby or craft, time to relax, exercise daily, eat well and challenge yourself and do crosswords or a jig 

saw.          Yours in Probus:   Pam Williams 

 

TO BE YOURSELF IN A WORLD THAT IS CONSTANTLY TRYING TO MAKE YOU 

SOMETHING ELSE IS THE GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS: !! OCTOBER: 12th Rhonda Ralph; 15th Brian May: 

  

20th Jill Dalgarno: 24th Carole Moody: 25th Jennifer Ormsby: 29th Lyn Cossens: 

 

NOVEMBER:   5th Peter Williams: 7th Yvonne Campbell: 7th Imelda Ewart:  
 

        8th Merilyn Edwards: 8th Elaine Scarce:  

 

Please help us to keep in touch by sending us your recipes, jokes (clean of course), 

and any news about what is happening while we are in reduced lockdown. 

Something to smile about maybe?? 

  

http://probussouthpacific.org/microsites/strathfieldsaye/Home


2. 
 

TREASURERS REPORT:    A big thankyou to all 92 members who have paid  

Income    $     50.00      their memberships for this year.  

 

Expenditure   $   100.00       And a reminder to those who have not. 
 

Closing balance   $6,685.83    

 

Our memberships of $50 for this year, were due after the annual meeting in March, 

and payable by the 30th June. Fees can be paid into our bank account direct. 
 

 

Peter Williams  

 

WELFARE REPORT 
 

Ruth Rule is recovering really well from her knee problem, and she is confident of taking up all of her normal 

sporting activities in the near future. Joyce Ferguson is going along really well, and she expects that in a 

couple of weeks that the Doctor will allow her to drive her car again. Peter Judd returned home last week from 

a stay in Hospital, he had an infection which caused his ongoing treatment to stall; however, he has been well 

enough to partake in some bowling. Peter is such a positive person, and this is very evident when speaking to 

him. Terry Bradley is having ongoing treatment and is maintaining a good attitude. I visited Terry last week 

and he was in A chirpy mood which is good. We as members should give our sickies a call and wish them 

well. PLEASE try to talk to their partners as well, as they are usually under stress as much or more as the 

patient.           Brian McMennemin 

 

TRIPS AND TOURS: 

Until restrictions have been reduced and made clearer as to what we can and can’t do, 

    all Trips have been put on hold.      Margaret Knowles 

 

  WALKS: 

 

Our October walk will be on Thursday 15th October. Meet at White Hills Botanical 

Gardens at 9.30am. For a walk through to the New Gardens, and return for morning tea 

in the gardens at 10am. Members who will not be walking are most welcome to come 

and join the social morning. Park cars in Scott Street, and meet at the lawn area near the 

Public Toilet Block to the left of the car park. 

Bring your own morning tea and a chair. Vibe Eats Café opposite the Arch will be open and you 

could buy a take away coffee and come back to join us. 

In keeping with the Probus colours and just for fun, you are asked to wear something blue and/or 

yellow.   

It will be important to adhere to all COVID-19 regulations. A maximum of 10 per group, social 

distancing and masks must be worn.    

Please book in with Peter by Monday, if you intend to participate in the morning activities. 

Peter Judd 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS: I have been talking to the administration at Probus South Pacific in regard to their 

Photographic competition. We tended to give it away some time ago due to lack of information, and to 

a certain degree, disappointment at the standard of photos, however I am advised that all photos are 

noted, along with any information on the photo and /or club member, so it might be an opportunity 

to send some of the things we have been doing in lockdown, I am happy to forward them if you would 

like to send them to me along with information about the photos.  

Anne Butler 

  



3. 
 

Answers to Quiz on Victorian Towns or Suburbs from last month. 

Hope you managed to answer a few.     Thanks to Jennifer Ormsby. 

 

1. Buffalo   8.  Yellingbo   15.  Northcote      

2. Watchem   9.  Ararat   16.  Greensborough 

3. Wattle Glen   10. Halls Gap   17.  Edenhope   

4. Waurn Ponds   11. Hepburn Springs  18.  Nhill    

5. Werribee   12. Mornington  19.  Maryborough   

6. Wheelers Hill   13. Torquay   20.  Hastings 

7. Windsor   14.  Knox  
 

 

CHICKEN CASSEROLE       Heather Bell 
 

Chicken breasts (cut to manageable size) – spread with mustard (Wholegrain Mustard good) 

and place in a shallow casserole dish.  

Place bacon slices (or ham) then cheese slices. 

Dissolve chicken stock in a cup of boiling water and add to chicken. 

Cover with foil and cook for approx 15 minutes in oven at 180 degrees. 

Moist and simple to make, and great flavour. 

 

* A rabbit runs, and hops, and only lives 15 years, while a tortoise doesn’t run, and does  

mostly nothing, yet it lives for 150 years. And they tell us to exercise why? 
 

* I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it. 
 

* My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and all-brand. 
 

* If all is not lost, then where the heck is it. 
 

* I finally got my head together and now my body is falling apart. 
 

* If God wanted me to touch my toes, he’d have put them on my knees. 
 

* When I’m finally holding all the right cards, everyone wants to play chess. 
 

* It is a lot better to be seen than viewed. 

 

WHY IS A BOAT CALLED SHE?   

 

A boat is called a SHE because there is always a great deal of 

bustle around her, there is usually a gang of men about, she 

has a waist and stays, it takes a lot of paint to keep her 

looking good, it is not the initial expense that breaks you, it is 

the upkeep, she can be all decked out, it takes an experienced 

man to handle her correctly, and without a man at the helm 

she is absolutely uncontrollable. 

She shows her topsides, hides her bottom and when coming into port, always heads for the buoys. 

 

MORNING MUSIC: There has been no messages from me as nothing has been happening. Recently a 

message came from council explaining there will be no volunteering this year. So, no Morning Melodies or 

live performances at the Capital or Ulumbarra. I really miss ushering and the exposure to the Arts. Currently 

I’m playing all my CDs which is very nostalgic, as I reminisce about the situation that prompted each 

purchase-such as a particular folk festival. 

Home alone is OK, but I find I’m looking for social contact by 4pm most days to supplement my own 

thoughts. 

Keep safe everyone.          Marg Harkin 

  



4. 

Profile:   Ruth Rule  
 

I was brought up on a mixed farm at Yarrawalla, and won a scholarship to further education at Bendigo Girl's 

School. It was there where my love for cooking, craft and cake decorating was enhanced. Over the years was 

asked to decorate many a wedding cake.  Owing to my father’s ill health, I found myself back on the farm. 

Married the local Herd Tester David and set up a dairy, beef, and pig enterprise for the next 25 years. The 

farm was sold in 1979, but still held the lease until 1983 rearing beef cattle. During this time, I camp cooked 

for Kangaroo Flat Bus Lines travelling all over Australia. We trained as Fotek School Portrait Photographers 

travelling as far north as Queensland.  Bought a Land Cruiser and 25 ft. caravan to work ourselves all around 

Australia for over 7 years. Retired to Bendigo and soon found myself Cook at Strathaven. 

  

Have been involved in a lot of organizations. And taken on office as President, Secretary, Treasurer and 

Catering Officer. I think my most thrill with cooking was to cook for the cattle mustering, bringing the cattle 

down out of the High Country for the winter from 5,000 ft up the mountain. Cooked over an open fire in 

Lovick's hut near Mt Buller. One interesting job was with a group who ran a Canteen for the prisoners and 

their visitors at the Bendigo Gaol until it closed. 

 

David and I loved our dancing, which included training Debutantes and teaching dancing, even travelled to 

Western Australia. Over the years we could have danced in approx 80 Halls all over Australia. 

 I have had a love for gardening all my life, and joined Bendigo Garden Club and have been awarded Life 

Membership. I enjoy growing Irises and have over the time grown over 500 different varieties and all named. 

A member of the Spring Gully Hall Committee, gained a Life Membership.  Also involved in the Bendigo 

Volunteer’s and given a Certification in Recognition of the work done. Foundation of Eaglehawk Old Time 

Dance Group and served as Secretary and Treasurer. The Group raised many thousands of dollars for local 

charities. 

 

Joined Strathfieldsaye Probus in April 2003 and am getting so much out of it with the comradery. I am the co-

ordinator for the clubs monthly Scrabble Group. Happy to open up my home to hold the day with sometimes 

up to 15 very keen players. 

 

Travelled overseas to the British Isles including, Orkney Islands where I stood in the Street that my 

Grandfather was born in1830. Toured to Switzerland, Austria, Atlanta, Georgia and New Zealand. 

Have compiled a Rule/Hercus Family Tree history book of 165 pages.  Managed to trace the family back to 

the 1750's including old photos, and have had it printed and distributed to various members of the family.                                                                                       

I have had, and am having an interesting life and met some wonderful people along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



5. 

 

WHAT HAVE OUR LADY MEMBERS BEEN UPTO DURING LOCKDOWN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We have an up and coming artist in 

Kay Campbell 

Some lovely creations produced by 

Noeline Yum and Lyn Cossens 

Lyn Cossens crocheted the squares 

and Maaike sewed them together 

A colourful creation by Jan Vine 

Joan Judd’s beautiful Rug (above) 

and a lovely jumper  

by Joan Rogan 
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I make these machine embroideries for a group called 

Aussie Hero Quilts and Laundry Bags. They are then 

forwarded to Australian Defence Force personnel serving 

overseas. Quilts are requested with various themes of 

the recipient’s interests, dates of service, operation 

details, names etc, the sewing volunteers then work their 

magic to produce a lasting memory of their deployment.       

Rhonda Ralph 

Claire Keogh’s Trauma Teddies in production. 

Unfortunately, Claire had just sent 

away some finished one’s. 

Gwen Hardacre’s completed work and a 

piece in slow progress - her COVID piece. 

What a talented group of 

ladies we have in our midst. 

Tulips in full bloom in the 

Conservatory Gardens 



7. 

 

     WORD FILL-INS PUZZLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limericks-by anonymous, (aka Barry Edwards) 

The limerick packs laughs astronomical    And also: ……… 

Into space that is quite economical     I heard of a young poet from Crewe 

But the good ones I’ve seen,    Whose Limericks ended at line TWO 

So seldom are clean        

And the clean ones are so seldom are comical  And then 

       A Limerick writer from Verdun 

A bather whose clothing was strewed      

By the breezes which left her quite nude’ 

Saw a man come along, and unless I am wrong 

You expect this last line to be lewd… 

 

 

 

  



8. 
 

History of former Strathfieldsaye Police Station in Blucher Street,  Robyn Mannes 
 

The Strathfieldsaye Police Station on Blucher 

Street opened in 1863, and the officer 

stationed there was responsible for patrolling 

much of the district from Bendigo to 

Redesdale. A lockup attached to the rear of 

the building was probably built at the same 

time, along with stables located to the rear of 

the station. The first constable stationed at 

Strathfieldsaye was Edward Stubber, an Irish 

man who had been previously employed as a 

stockrider before opting for a career with the 

police force in 1859. He was described in records as a 'good and efficient constable' and after his resignation 

went on to become a Councillor for the Shire in December 1870. 

Constable John Corbett was stationed at Strathfieldsaye in April 1868. He had already served nine years in the 

Irish Mounted Constabulary prior to his arrival in Port Phillip. In June 1869, Constable Corbett was fined the 

sum of £1 for 'having his station dirty and not having his horse properly cleaned'. By virtue of its proximity to 

Bendigo, Strathfieldsaye fell under their supervisory jurisdiction, which had proved unfortunate for Corbett. 

Corbett's conduct apparently did not improve and he was ultimately transferred to the Depot Hospital and later 

discharged from the force in 1870. He was replaced by constable William Harris Purcell. 

The region endured storms in 1889 which flooded the Police Station at Strathfieldsaye. Mounted Constable 

Edwin Ryan was stationed there at the time, and was prompted to make a rapid evacuation with his family. He 

was also charged with the position of Inspector of Nuisances as well as being appointed the Health Inspector 

for the district for a time. Ryan was promoted to Senior Constable and transferred to Swan Hill in February 

1892, after which time F. Arthur, and later Joseph Teague assumed duty at Strathfieldsaye. 

Additions were carried out in 1889/1890. At some point the lockup was incorporated into the house as the 

fourth room, and it may have been this work that 

was carried out. 

Mounted Constable Teague, his wife, and their six 

children resided at the station at Strathfieldsaye from 

the time of his appointment in 1890 until his 

resignation from the force in 1912. Following 

Teague's departure, the station at Strathfieldsaye was 

closed. 

Thomas James Hargreaves bought the former police 

station from the Crown on the 4th August 1914, and 

used the place as a private residence from that time. 

He was a farmer and lived there until 1924, when he 

sold the property to Hilda Helen May McLean. She 

sold it in 1961 to Ambrose Herbert Lowndes and his 

wife, Mabel. 

It is situated on the Emu Creek over the road from Braidies Tavern. 

 

 

We are saddened to acknowledge the passing of one of our Founding Members, Elva Sommerville. 

Condolences are conveyed to Doug and family.  

 

STOP PRESS:  John and Kay Campbell’s trotter “Boxofchocolates” has had another win. 

Congratulations, six wins out of six races. Chocolates all round. 

 

The "Prosaye" is printed for the Strathfieldsaye Combined Probus Club Inc. by courtesy of 
Marie Edwards, Member for Bendigo West. 

 


