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  PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

 

Another month has passed and restrictions are easing a little. 

The Committee are still having their monthly meetings, but by Zoom in the comfort of 

their own home. We had a very successful walk last month in the White Hills Botanical Gardens. The gardens 

and the new area being developed are looking a picture. With 50 members enjoying a pleasant walk and some 

joining us for a morning tea in the gardens. The theme was “Staying Connected and Active with Probus”. A 

Quiz was held on “How well do you know your club and Probus”.  Members were asked to wear something 

blue and yellow the colours of Probus.  

Helium balloons were purchased to give the morning a party theme to celebrate Probus Day. It was the 

funniest sight when we looked up, and saw the balloons soring into the air and landed up in the tallest tree in 

the park. 

Dennis Johanson from Strathfieldsaye Community Enterprise, presented the club with a Defibrillator. (see 

report) 

Plans are in hand for our November walk on Thursday 19th November at 9.30. Details are following. 

A booking has been made for our Christmas Lunch at Bradies Tavern Strathfieldsaye on Thursday 10th 

December. Details regarding information printed on following page. 

My best wishes to our members who are not feeling well.  Our thoughts are with you and hope with the 

warmer weather, we can get out a little more and enjoy the company of our family and friends. 

It is with regret we have received resignations from Heather Reest and Jill Marsolino. 

Yours in Probus:   Pam Williams 
 

IMAGINATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN KNOWLEDGE 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS:  November: 18th Elaine BAKER; 26TH Kay McDonald;  

27TH John TODD; 30th Rhonda RYE; December: 2nd Ellen HASSETT; 3rd Lindsay GRONOW;  

3rd Denise McGrath; 3rd Margaret SAYLE; 6th Heather BELL; 6th Sam AYSON;  

7th Jeanette RHODERICK; 14th Ian LACY; 14th Sid SPOFFORTH;  

21st Barbara DELLAR; 26th Des O’CONNELL; 27th Melva HALL; 31st Mary FARNELL 
 

Please help us to keep in touch by sending us your recipes, jokes (clean of course), 

and any news about what is happening while we are in reduced lockdown. 

Something to smile about maybe?? 

Anne at butler_anne@hotmail.com, or President Pam 

  

http://probussouthpacific.org/microsites/strathfieldsaye/Home
mailto:butler_anne@hotmail.com


2. 

WELFARE REPORT: 
 

Joyce Ferguson is almost at the point of being released from her restricted use of being able to drive. Joyce 

has had a very long period of convalescence; I am sure that she will be over the moon when it finally happens. 
 

Ruth Rule is at home, however she is having a hard time with her shoulder problems. Her Knee is healing 

quite well, and she hopes that all is resolved asap. 
 

Terry Bradley made my day yesterday when he actually swore at me, which means that he was feeling in a 

better mood, he is still receiving treatment and keeping a positive attitude. 
 

Peter Judd will not be having any Chemo until the current infection that he is experiencing subsides. Peter as 

you would have heard also cut his hand using a hand tool that made a bit of a mess. His hand has not healed as 

well as he hoped, however a District Nurse will come and hopefully everything will be OK (I hope the nurse 

is pretty). 

Elaine Scarce has had shoulder replacement and extremely happy with her progress. Staying with her 

daughters in Bendigo for a few weeks. 

I hope that all of our members are keeping well and keeping in contact with other members. 

          Brian McMennemin  5443 7597 

 

TRIPS AND TOURS: 
 

Nothing has happened this year because of the out 
of the blue, a little thing that changed our whole life called 
Corona Virus made a very public debut. Because we have all 
been so well behaved (hard to believe). It appears into the 
future with many challenges. Congratulations to all our 
members on what we have achieved that seemed impossible. 
I thought that our members would like to know what I think 
Corona stands for. 
     Margaret Knowles 5442 9337 

 

 

  WALKS: 

 

Our November walk will be on Thursday 19th November at 9.30am. Meet at 

Carolyn Bartlett's property, corner of Eppalock Road and Emu Creek Road, 

Strathfieldsaye, just past BP Service Station. Enter driveway off Emu Creek 

Road 100 metres from corner on left. Parking available on vacant land 

beside the house. There will be a person directing parking of vehicles. 

Members who will not be walking are most welcome to come and join the 

social morning at 10am. 

The walk will commence over the road on the Imagine Estate and along the walking track 
and creek area past the school. More information on the day. 
Please bring your own chair and morning tea. It will be held in Carolyn’s expansive shaded 
garden after the walk and you can enjoy looking at her plants along with her three Alpaca’s 
and couple of chooks she has. 
It will be important to adhere to all COVID-19 regulations. A maximum of 10 per group, 
social distancing and masks must be worn. 
It will be most important to make sure your name has been registered before you 
commence the walk on the day.  

Peter & Pam Williams 0428 506 021 (deputizing for Peter Judd). 

  



3. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH:   
 

The trotting club have informed us that they would not be able to host our 
Christmas Luncheon this year due to restrictions. 
A booking has been made at Bradies Tavern, Strathfieldsaye Road, 
Strathfieldsaye on Thursday 10th December at 12 noon.  
They are offering a two course Christmas meal for $25 per head. Bookings 

and money will be required to be in by Tuesday 1st December. 
Bookings can be made by contacting Peter and Pam Williams.  
Names and money (in an envelope) can be given to Athalie 
Ayson or Robyn Mannes at the walk on the 19th November; can 
also be paid into our bank account or given to Peter and Pam 
Williams at any time.     

 

Bendigo Bank BSB: 633 000    Acc No:    112 460 589 
 

Competitions will be held during the lunch – lucky numbers and dress in the Christmas theme with 
best hat or head gear. 

 

  Peter & Pam Williams 0428 506 021 pete_pam@tpg.com.au 

 

 SOCIAL: 

Restrictions are slowly being reduced; we are planning to restart our 

 Morning Teas and Dinners again in January. Joan Rogan 
 

DEFIBRILLATOR:  
 

During our walk and morning 

tea in the Botanical Gardens on 

the 15th October we were 

presented with our Defibrillator,  

to President Pam Williams by 

Dennis Johanson from the 

Strathfieldsaye Community 

Enterprise. It will be installed in 

the Strathfieldsaye Church 

where we meet, and for the use 

of all who use the facility. We 

can take the unit with us when 

we have our various day trips 

and tours. Training will be 

arranged when we are able to 

meet again. Our club thanks the Strathfieldsaye Community 

Enterprise for their assistance in helping the club get this lifesaving device. It will be a great asset to our 

Club and the community. 

  

mailto:pete_pam@tpg.com.au


4. 

Profile: Brian McMennemin. 
 

31/07/1939 – St Arnaud 
The storm clouds were building up into a dark purplish colour and the silence and calmness was 
a sure sign that trouble was on the way. In the hospital, a doctor announced, Mrs Mac you have an ugly baby 
boy. I was the 5th child and my parents went on to have 4 more children in the hope that 
they would be much prettier than me. When I was 3 weeks old, my parents moved to Maldon, however they 
had to take me with them as no one else would have me. 
 

I had a normal and happy life, and in 1956 at the age of 16 I joined the RAAF Central Band as a full-time 
musician. This was a few months before the Olympic Games in Melbourne. I as a member 
of the Band attended all days to perform at Medal Presentations, Opening and Closing ceremonies and 
general performances. I left the RAAF in 1964 and obtained employment in the Accounts field. 
I also joined St. Kilda Brass Band and a Part time member of the 4th-19th Army Band. In 1969 I 
moved to Springvale, I also transferred to the Dandenong Brass Band.  My children were born 
in 1965 (Darren) and 1968 (Michelle), 1972 (Jason) and 1974 (Carolyn). It was just after Carolyn 
was born that my Mum died of cancer at the age of 64. 
 

In 1976 I moved to Bendigo to take employment with Empire Rubber, 
and guess what, I also conducted the Bendigo Central Boys Band, 
which later became Strathfieldsaye Municipal Band. 
You possibly know by now that Brass Bands have and still are been a 
big part of my life. I have taken the Marist Brothers, Eaglehawk 
Citizens and Marong Municipal Bands since coming to Bendigo with 
success at competitions in all states except Western Australia. 
 

I met Terry and Brenda Bradley, and also Sid and Joyce Spofforth when 
I started work with Empire Rubber. 
 

I have 7 Grandchildren and I have been advised as I was writing this 
profile that my eldest Grand Daughter has had a little girl. The baby’s 
name is Olivia McKenzie Rodgers. 

 

I have been in Probus since 2010, serving as Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer, Vice President, President and 
Immediate Past President.  For year 2020 I have been appointed as Welfare Officer. I must admit that I have 
enjoyed the contact with members.  I would recommend Probus to any of my friends. The time that I have 
spent with the club could not have been more enjoyable. 
I would like to thank Shirley for putting up with me for the last 32 years. 
 

I have been awarded a few medals for my service to Music, with a Long Service Medal from the National 
Bands Council of Australia and a Badge of Merit, Badge of Honour, and a Life Membership from the Victorian 
Bands League. 
 

PEANUT BUTTER COOKIES: 
 

1 cup Butter (softened)    

1 cup Peanut Butter (crunchy or smooth) 

½ cup brown sugar 

2 tsps of vanilla 

2 eggs 

3 cups of Plain Flour 

1 tsp Baking Powder 

1 ½ cups of Chocolate Chips 

Method 

Beat together butter and peanut butter till creamy. Add sugar and vanilla and beat till smooth. Beat in eggs. 

Fold in flour and baking powder, add Choc Chips. 

Roll into balls to desired size and press down with a fork.  

Bake for 10 minutes in oven at 175 degrees, till tops are golden. 

Allow to cool for 15 minutes. 

  



5. 

A LITTLE GIGGLE:  Marg Harkin 
 

The old man placed an order for one hamburger, French fries and a drink.  
 

He unwrapped the plain hamburger and carefully cut it in half, placing one half in front of his wife.  
 

He then carefully counted out the French fries, dividing them into two piles and neatly placed one 
pile in front of his wife.    
 

He took a sip of the drink, his wife took a sip and then set the cup down between them. As he began 
to eat his few bites of hamburger, the people around them were looking over and whispering.    
 

Obviously, they were thinking, 'That poor old couple - all they can afford is one meal for the two of 
them.'    
 

As the man began to eat his fries a young man came to the table and politely offered to buy another 
meal for the old couple. The old man said, they were just fine - they were used to sharing 
everything.    
 

People closer to the table noticed the little old lady hadn't eaten a bite. She  
sat there watching her husband eat and occasionally taking turns sipping the drink.  
 

Again, the young man came over and begged them to let him buy another meal for them. This time 
the old woman said 'No, thank you, we are used to sharing everything.'    
 

Finally, as the old man finished and was wiping his face neatly with the napkin, the young man again 
came over to the little old lady who had yet to eat a single bite of food and asked 'What is it you are 
waiting for?'  
 
She answered!!!   (answer bottom of page 6) 

 

The sayings and slang that only Victorians understand 
 

FIT AS A MALLEE BULL 
 

The Mallee is tough, hard country for most agricultural 

pursuits, so it stands to reason that a bull raised in the Mallee 

is going to be strong and healthy. 

While this saying could apply to cattle raised in Mallee scrub 
country in South Australia or NSW, Victoria has an official Big 
Thing ™ celebrating the Mallee Bull in the main street of 
Birchip adhering to current regulations. 

 
STRAIGHT TO THE POOLROOM / TELL HIM HE’S DREAMIN’ 
 

The room in which Darryl Kerrigan put all his most 
prized possessions. 
Thanks to Working Dog’s 1997 Melbourne film “The 
Castle”, this expression now applies for anything that we 
value highly.  
See also “Tell him he’s dreamin”. Darryl was the oracle of 
all things listed for sale in the old Melbourne Trading 
Post. And his exclamation about the price of jousting 
sticks and other items is now common for anything we 
might consider overpriced. 

 
  I’LL MEET YOU UNDER THE CLOCKS 
 

This one is as relevant today as when  
the clocks were first installed at the 
front entrance to Flinders St station. 

  We are still doing it. 
  



6. 

KENNINGTON RESERVOIR:   Compiled by Peter Judd 
(Formerly known as Grassy Flat Reservoir No.1) 

Prior to 1860 there was not regular water source to 
Miners and Market Gardeners at White Hills, Epsom 
and Huntley, (there were approximately 9,000 in 
number!). In 1860 moves were made to make Grassy 
Flat Reservoir No.1 at a cost of 4,000 pounds, and 
Reservoir No.2 1,750 pounds (now cricket and soccer 
ovals). They were both completed by 18th. June 1861. 
Fencing was carried out at a cost of 450pounds. Grassy 
Flat No.1 was built with a dam wall 276 metres long 
and a maximum height of 8.7metres. Repairs had to be 
made at various times during the 1870’s and 1880’s. 
During the first 50 years, the No. 1 Reservoir 
compacted, slumped, eroded, and the wall collapsed 
several times. Repairs included widening the dam wall 
embankment to approximately 14 metres wide was 

done in 1913. (In the 1870’s the Grassy Flat area became a pleasant place for picnics and boating races and 
parties. Larrikins were known to “skinny dip” and used terrible language to the point where police were asked 
to patrol the area. Unfortunately, around this time several people drowned while bathing or washing 
themselves!) On Friday14th. February 1913 the Upper Grassy Flat Dam Wall was breached when 357 points of 
rain fell in 24 hours. in 1915, the Shire of Strathfieldsaye spent 2;000 pounds on restoring the damage and on 
22nd. November 1915 it was declared “Open” again. In 1909 a meeting was held and “the Kennington 
Reservoir” name change was voted in. On the 27th. May the New Kennington School, built nearby, was 
opened with 45 students. Following many requests from horse owners, a Trotting Track was cleared and 
graded to about 7 metres wide and 600 metres long amongst the timbered area, north of the Reservoir. Most 
of the Trotting Track is still walkable and the many tracks through the bush land are used regularly by walkers. 
In October 1951 the Lower Reservoir was levelled and turned into Cricket and Soccer Ovals. The Dam Wall is 
still there and has a bitumen walking track across it. 
For some time now, the Kennington Reservoir 
Walking Track has been very popular, being all 
bitumen and with smart wooden seats for 
resting or observing wildlife. In August 2008, 
two Fishing Platforms were built along the 
Dam Wall, proving very popular with all ages. 
These days much of the water in Kennington 
Reservoir is used during the Summer period to 
water the Ovals.     

    
 

 
TEETH answer Page 5  

  



7. 
 

Would you have been able to identify these young Nursing Sisters? 
Well done to you all.  Compiled by Margaret Knowles 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JAN ROKESKY 

General training at Wimmera Base 

Hospital commencing 1959. 

Moved to Bendigo 1972 to 

Commence Maternal Child Welfare 

and Midwifery. Remained at 

Stanistreet House till 1992. 

SHIRLEY LOCK (Cheatley) 

Commenced on 1st October 1962 

At N.D.S.N.  

Trained at Bendigo and  

Northern District Base  

Hospital.  

JAN VINE (Boyd) 

Trained at Bendigo Base 

Hospital School commenced 

October 1963. 

Completed training 1966 

JENNI NICHOLLS 

St Vincent's - General training. 

Graduated September 1976. 

Royal Women's Hospital 

Midwifery 1978. 

HELEN GRONOW 

Commenced Nursing Training in 

1966 at Central Gippsland Hospital 

in Traralgon. 

1969 did a staff year at Bendigo 

Base Hospital. 

1976 started working part- time at 

Boort Hospital for 27 years.  

MARGARET KNOWLES 

Under the umbrella of Northern 

District School of Nursing. 

Commenced training 7th August 

1957 at Mildura Base Hospital. 

CLAIRE KEOGH was also a 

Nursing Sister. 

She was unable to 

Locate her photos.  


