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NEXT MEETING: First meeting since AGM in March
Thursday 14" January at 10.00 am.
White Hills Botanical Gardens, Scott Street White Hills.
Car Park in Scott Street, enter gardens and to the right.
Bring a chair and a cuppa/morning tea. Mobile coffee van will be onsite.

Apologies to Secretary, Robyn Mannes email: manzfamily@hotmail.com

| .PRESIDENT S REPORT: . 4&}/‘ /}W 9 W
With Christmas and New Year Celebrations over, we 7 / 9, 7 i

are all looking forward to a brighter year ahead of us.

We have encountered many new challenges during the year and must look at the positive side.
We were fortunate to be able to have our Christmas Lunch at Bradies with some 70 members.
Great to catch up with members and see them face to face not just a voice - verbal contact.

It will be nice to have our first meeting since March last year. It will be held at the Botanical Gardens and lan
Cross has arranged for Anne from Friends of the Botanical Gardens, to give us some information on what
plans they have in the future for the area.

My best wishes to our members who are not feeling well, our thoughts are with you.

Condolences to Joan Judd and Brenda Bradley and their families on the sad passing of Peter and Terry. They
were both long standing members and Past Presidents of our club.

It has been a year like no other, and 1 am proud of each of you as we are staying together as a club.

Happy New Year to you all and looking forward to catching up with you in the not-too-distant future.

Yours in Probus:  Pam Williams

WEAR YOUR BADGE WITH PRIDE

LIFE IS A MIXTURE OF SUNSHINE AND RAIN, TEARDROPS AND
LAUGHTER, PLEASURE AND PAIN. JUST REMEMBER,
THERE WAS NEVER A CLOUD THAT THE SUN COULDN’T SHINE THROUGH.

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS: January: 4™ Robyn MANNES, 11" Yvonne McDONALD, 19™
Dorothy JALLAND, 26" Ruth JOHNSTON, 30™ Margaret KNOWLES
February: 2" Dianne BLAIR, 4" Lorraine BOURKE, 12" Sheryl LACY, 13" Gwen HARDACRE
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OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING is coming up Thursday 11 March.

We ask each of you to give serious consideration to either nominate someone or accept nomination for our
2021-22 Office Bearers and committee.

Nomination Forms will be at our January meeting or available from our Secretary Robyn Mannes.

Forms should be lodged by 11* February meeting, or 21 days prior to the AGM.

Please put your hand up to take on a job, we can’t run the club without your support and Office Bearers.
Some members may be willing to continue with their positions they have been holding during 2020-21, just
make it known.

Why you should become a good Probus Club Office Bearer?

PROBUS has created ways for you to achieve personal fulfillment in retirement, make new friendships and
charter new horizons which will involve fellowship and fun. Why not simultaneously improve the quality of
your life and contribute to improving the wellbeing and lifestyle of active retirees within your community.
As a member of your Probus Club Management Committee you would be embracing new and exciting
challenges, and have the opportunity to participate in a management role performed in an atmosphere of
fellowship, friendship and fun.
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WELFARE REPORT: Ruth Rule is awaiting an appointment in February to ascertain what
can be done to fix her shoulder without requiring an operation which would be a serious
event at this stage of her life.

Keith Blaskett, has had a couple of falls and ended up in hospital for 2 days. He is now home
and doing well.

Margaret Sayle is re-cuperating at Freedom, and is doing well.

| would like to suggest that we as members extend our love and support to the Bradley and
Judd families who have experienced great sadness recently.

(% SPEAKER: Following our meeting in the White Hills Botanical Gardens, Anne
h> Clark who is a Botanical Illustrator and another member from “Friends of the Botanic
Gardens” will speak to us on the development of the gardens. They have published a new
“Gardens Map and Visitors Guide” lan Cross

S

——

Brian McMennemin 5443 7597

SOCIAL: Due to recent changes in the COVID-19 Pandemic it has been decided to
not restart social activities in January, hopefully in February. Joan Rogan 54394734

LUNCH. Following our meeting on Thursday 14" January we will have lunch at the Huntly
Hotel on Midland Highway, Huntly.

Please put your name on the list on the day, so the hotel can be advised of numbers attending the
lunch. Athalie Ayson

WALKS:

With the warmer weather in January and February a decision has been made to look at
restarting walks in March. In the meantime, keep cool and active and look after yourselves!



TRIPS AND TOURS:
The Walhalla Coach Trip has been cancelled due to current restrictions and advice from the tour

company and coachlines. Down the track we will consider possibly a day trip.
Watch this space. Margaret Knowles 54429337

PORCUPINE MEAT BALLS:

7509 Minced Steak % cups uncooked rice
Ya cup water 1 tabls grated onion
4409 tin Tomato Soup salt and pepper

Method: Mix meat, rice, onion and seasoning together in a bowl.
Shape into small balls. Heat tomato soup and water to boiling point

then drop in meatballs. ‘ :
Cook in saucepan for 1 hour — simmering.

THE WILLIAMS CHRISMAS LIGHTS Mother's Apron

Mother wore an ample apron

to cover her clean dress.

She'd tell you that's what it was for
if you asked her, I would guess.

But that apron had more uses
than I could even count.

It brought in eggs and vegetables
and could hold a large amount.

I've seen her use that apron

to wipe her dripping brow

as she labored over the big range
that's just an antique now.

Top this for a speeding ticket... Her apron could bring gigges

in a game of peek-a-boo
with her newest, sweet grandbaby

Two British traffic patrol officers from North Berwick, east
as she hid her face from view.

of Edinburgh, were involved in an unusual incident, while
checking for speeding motorists on the A1 Great North
Road.

One of the officers (who are not named) used a hand-held b
radar device to check the speed of a vehicle approaching
over the crest of a hill, and was surprised when the speed
was recorded at over 300mph. The machine then stopped
working and the officers were not able to reset it.

The radar had in fact locked on to a NATO Tornado fighter |*
jet over the North Sea, which was engaged in a low-flying and shooed away the flies.
exercise over the Borders district. It did just fine as oven mitts
Back at police headquarters the chief constable fired off a stiff complaint to the to take out bubbling pies
RAF Liaison office. ]
Back came the reply in true laconic RAF style. “Thank you for your message, which
allows us to complete the file on this incident. You may be interested to know that But the greatest of the treasures
the tactical computer in the Tornado had automatically locked on to your ‘hostile that old apron could hold,

radar equipment’ and sent a jamming signal back to it. Furthermore, the was the endless love from Mother
Sidewinder air-to-ground missiles aboard the fully-armed aircraft had also locked abiding in each fold.

on to the target. Fortunately the Dutch pilot flying the Tornado responded to the
missile status alert intelligently and was able to override the automatic protection

system before the missile was launched.” ‘ — A — WHY DO EGGS COME IN
P FLIMSY STYROFOAM CARTONS

When we kids were hurt or crying
we'd run to find her lap.
She'd wipe the falling tears away
with a bit of apron flap.

That apron dusted tables
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Laughing is,
and will always be,

fe

AND BATTERIES COME IN A PACKAGE
ONLY A CHAINSAW CAN OPEN?




A few jokes found in our Bon Bons. Did you know?

What do Santa’s little helpers learn at School?

The elf-abet! Almonds are a member of the peach
e elf-abet!

family.
What athlete is warmest in winter?

Al . : Australia has over 750 different
ong jumper!

reptiles’ species, more than any other

What do elves post on social media? country in the world

Elf-ies! A crocodile cannot stick out its

Why didn’t the skeleton go to the Christmas Eve party? tongue

He had no body to go with. Lemons contain more sugar than

What kind of tree fits in your hand? strawberries

A palm tree.
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85% of plant life is found in the ocean

A cable tram trundles
pastMyer’s

T

The rise of y

HE tale of Sidney Myer is one
. of Australia’s great rags-to-
© rniches stories.

He arnived in Melbourne aged 21
in 1899, virtually penniless and able
to speak only a smattering of
English. Yet he worked his way to
the top from humbie beginnings,
walking the streets of Bendigo
hawking sheets and towels
door-to-door.

The founder of the
Myer empire is the subject
of today’s new episode of
the free In Black and
White podcast on
Australia’s forgotten
characters.

Sidney Myer was bom
Simcha Mver Baevski. the
voungest of 11 children.

In 1899, he followed his older
brother Elcon to Australia, fleeing
poverty and Jewish pogroms m
Belarus, which was then part of the
Russian Empire.

Initially. he worked with his
brother at Shutzkin's, an
underciothing manufacturerin
Methoume.

But then the two brothers
headed for Bendigo. which was then
the nichest regional city in Victoria,
despite the 1890s depression, thanks
to the success of quartz gold mining.

They opened a small drapery
shop. Myer’s, in Bendigo in 1900

While Elcon ran the shop. Sidney
began trudging around Bendigo on
foot, selling door-to-door
many of the goods Myer
still sells today, such as
towels and sheets.

Despite his lack of
English. the voung Sidney
Myer learned quickly and
the business prospered.

Itwasn't long before the
brothers saved enough to
buy a horse-drawn cart
allowing Sidney to expand
his network.

Soon the brothers were able to
open a second. bigger shop in Pall
Mall, Bendigo's main street.

In 1914, Sidney Myer opened the
iconic eight-level Bourke Street
Myer Emporium.

It was the showpiece of the grand
Myer empire. which eventually

expanded to 60 stores across
Austrahia. The Bourke Street shop
was the biggest department store in
the southern hemisphere and the
fifth-biggest in the world.

By the early 1930s, Sidney Myer
was a respected businessman and
philanthropist. renowned for his
ethical management style and
business acumen.

A violinist and music lover, he
established free open-air concerts
with the Melbourne Symphoay
Orchestra in 1929

But Myer’s life was cut short in
1934 when he died unexpectedly.
aged 56.

About 100.000 mourners lined
the streets to pay their final respects.

His legacy lives on today through
the Sidney Myer Fund and The
Myer Foundation, which continue
his tradition of philanthropy, as well
as the Sidney Myer Music Bowl.

Please help us to keep in touch by sending us your recipes, jokes (clean of course),
and any news about what is happening while we are in reduced lockdown.
Something to smile about maybe??
Anne at butler anne@hotmail.com, or President Pam
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Hi Fellow Probians

President Pam asked me to give a profile of myself. | have been in Probus for nearly 2 years and
currently hold the position of vice president. |1 am looking forward to being President this year however
given my short time in Probus, | will need all the help and support you can give me.

A riddle to start my profile | was born on the longest day of the year, yet | celebrate my birthday on
the shortest day. On what day was | born?

| am married to Margaret and we have three children and five grandchildren. We recently moved to
live on our youngest son’s 20-acre farmlet in Eppalock and have four pet sheep & six chooks.

My dad, mum and my six siblings arrived in Australia during November 1954. We spent our first six
weeks in the Bonegilla Migrant Camp before dad secured a farm hand position at Baddaginie. Later
the family moved to Carisbrook and then onto Wedderburn where my younger sister was born. | have
no recollection of these moves. My earliest memories are of the Dairy Farm that dad worked on in
Werribee South. As kids we enjoyed going to the beach and swimming in the irrigation channel. |
commenced school at 4 at the Werribee South Catholic school, 99% of the students at the school
came from Italian speaking background and could speak little or no English like most of us migrants.
| can remember that most of the lessons were taught in Italian which made it hard for us non-Italian
speaking migrants.

At this time my four older siblings left home to join the work force.

In 1960 dad and mum decided to move to Fish Creek where dad again worked on a dairy Farm. The
farm had a large bush block with a creek that ran through it. My brother and | spent many happy days
exploring the bush and catching fish in the creek. We would often go rabbiting both with traps and
ferrets and we would hang any rabbits that we didn’t eat in a hessian bag on the side of the road and
the “robbitos” would pay us 7 shillings and 6 pence a pair. We went to the Fish Creek state school
where it was great to be taught in English. Fish Creek was a very white Anglo Saxon community and
it is where | commenced my first ever paid employment. | was paid 10 shillings a day to follow the
hay bailer around the paddock and to roll any bales that may have slid down the hill back up again so
that they would not impede the baler on its next round.

At 11% | went to boarding school at Sale. At the end of the year 1964 dad moved the family to a
mixed farm in Stewart, near Dookie Agricultural College and | commenced school at Shepparton.
Living at Stewarton was not really eventful. At 14 | started working every Saturday for a local farmer.
| saved up and bought myself a transistor radio. | left school at 19 after spending a short time in the
seminary.

My dad was never able to reach his full career potential as he was one of the many migrants who
held qualifications which were not recognized in Australia. He did eventually work at Dookie
Agricultural College where he mentored students in agricultural practices. He died in 1972 and mum
moved to Shepparton with my younger sister and myself.

| met my wife Margaret in 1971 and in 1972, at Margaret’s suggestion | applied for an office position
with the Dept of Agriculture in Tatura. Under the mentorship of David Carrol who saw potential in me
that | was unaware of, | was taught the skills of administration management, | will be forever grateful
to this man. | worked at the Research Station for 10 years. During this time Margaret and | married
had two children. | successfully applied for a promotion for an office administration management
position with Dept of Agriculture in Mildura, where we lived for 18 months. | was encouraged to apply
for the position as the Prison Secretary at Bendigo, even though it was two levels above my then
classification. When Margaret was 8 months pregnant with our third child, we had to move to Bendigo
within a month.

| met some interesting people in the prison system!!

Eighteen months later | commenced working with the Department of Intellectual Disability Services
as the Regional Administration Manager. IDS later became part of Community Services and
eventually incorporated into the Health Department during Government reshuffling. | then went onto
work with Victoria Police in a newly created position as Administration Manger establishing policies
and procedures for a country region.
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During my time with Victoria Police, | was seconded to work in Melbourne, commuting daily by train.
| had the opportunity to remain working in Melbourne however Margaret and | could see that for us
as a family our quality of life would be better in Bendigo than Melbourne. My final role with Victoria
Police was as an Injury Management Consultant for the Bendigo Region, as role | really enjoyed.

In 2013 I retired from full time work and currently | am working part time with my local church, and |
intend to fully retire in June 2021.

Margaret and | enjoy travelling and have over the years have travelled parts of Australia, had a week
in the Philippines, campervanned and cruised in New Zealand, drove through parts of Europe, drove
an RV through the Rockies in Canada and cruised and trained in Alaska. We look forward to more
travel when we are both retired.

Did you solve the riddle?? Answer - | was born June 21 in the Netherlands, Northern Hemisphere
and celebrate my birthday in Australia in the Southern Hemisphere.

That’s me in a nutshell

Cheers Joe Van Dillen

Q@ When Forest Gump died, he stood in front of St. Peter at the Pearly Gates. St. Peter said, "Welcome, Forest. We've
heard a lot about you." He continued, "Unfortunately, it's getting pretty crowded up here and we find that we now
have to give people an entrance examination before we let them in."

"Okay," said Forest. "l hope it's not too hard. I've already been through a test. My momma used to say, 'Life is like a
final exam. It's hard.'

"Yes, Forest, | know. But this test is only three questions. Here they are."

1) Which two days of the week begin with the letter 'T'?"

2) How many seconds are in a year?

3) What is God's first name?

"Well, sir," said Forest, "The first one is easy. Which two days of the week begin with the letter 'T'? Today and
Tomorrow."

St. Peter looked surprised and said, "Well, that wasn't the answer | was looking for, but you have a point. | give you
credit for that answer."

"The next question," said Forest, "How many seconds are in a year? Twelve."

"Twelve?" said St. Peter, surprised and confused.

"Yes, sir. January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd ..."

St. Peter interrupted him. "l see what you mean. I'll have to give
you credit for that one, too."

"And the last question," said Forest, "What is God's first name?
It's Andy."

"Andy?" said St. Peter, in shock. "How did you come up with
'Andy'?

"I learned it in church. We used to sing about it." Forest broke
into song, "Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me, Andy tells

me | am His own. "St. Peter opened the gate to heaven and said, "Run, Forest, Run!"

A Difficult

One of our members Lorna Wight has written a fiction book,
“A Difficult Life”,
Contact Lorna if anyone interested in purchasing a copy.

loril06@bigpond.com
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CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON AT BRADIES

Members enjoying themselves at our first function back from lockdown.




