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Membership matters to Chris Moody 0457 208 812 

     PRESIDENT'S REPORT: 

Good news, is our application to Strathfieldsaye and Districts Community Enterprise has been successful, 

for the purchase of a Defibrillator. Many thanks to Peter W and Joe for the work put into the application.  It 

will be housed at the Strathfieldsaye Community Church for the use by all using the Church/Hall. Our club 

will own the device, and it is intended we will take it on our club bus trips and any outing as required.  We 

will have a training session on the use of how to operate the device. 

It was pleasing to see some of members on Thursday for our walk around Huntly and enjoyed our cuppa in 

the car park at the back of the bakery. Many thanks to Peter Judd for organising the morning and we look 

forward to our next planned walk.  Please read report below for date, time and location point. 

At this stage we don’t have any plans to commence any more Probus activities. With the Government 

regulations it is restricting us as to what we can and cannot do as a club. We can only wait and see.  

With my ring-around call I am surprised at the number of people who are doing jig saws.  I have just 

finished a 1,000-piece jig saw and surprised how I got so much satisfaction out of it. It was more calming 

and relaxing than I thought it would be.  

Winter solstice and shortest day of the year. It is 14 weeks or 99 days, since we got word Australia would be 

in “lock down”, due to the Corona Virus, Covid19. 

Take care, stay safe and keep in touch. “Till we meet again”, as Vera Lynn sang about.   

          Yours in Probus Pam Williams 
 

TREASURERS REPORT:  31st May 2020 

Opening Balance $4,837.55 

Income  $   650.00 

Expenditure  $   306.72 

Closing Balance $5,180.83 

 

Memberships of $50 are due and can be paid into our Bendigo Bank Account.   

Details BSB 633000 Acc: 112 460 589 or sent to me by post (no cash) 

51 Alexander Close.  Strathfieldsaye 3551       Peter Williams 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS! JUNE:  21st Joe Van Dillen 24th Jill Marsolino 26th Ethel Stirling 
30th Heather Reest. JULY: 6th Michael Greenhall   11th Margaret Kerr 16th John 
Rye, 18th Anne Butler, 19th Aileen O’Connor, 20th Faye Wilkinson, 22nd Margaret 
Lougoon, 24th Glenys Cossar, 31st Brian McMennimin. 

 

Please consider contributing to our Prosaye.  We would like to hear from you. 

Either photos, jokes, articles etc. Email to Anne our Editor.   



2. 

WELFARE:  My Report is very much the same as last month, with Peter Judd having ongoing treatment. 

Ruth Rule is getting some of her spark back. Both Shirley and myself had a cup of coffee with Joyce 

Ferguson last week, and she was as bright as a button and looking forward to getting back to normal 

It is good that our members seem to be keeping in good health, as I have not heard of any problems to date 
Brian McMennemin 

 

             WALKS: Our first walk in a very long time on 18th June. It was lovely to see so many 

members able to come along and share a walk & talk with others. -and the coffee & cake were 

good too!! 
 

Our next walk is on Thursday July 16th. Meet at ‘Gurra 

Wanyarra’ (new swimming centre, Browning St 

Kangaroo Flat) at 9.30 am. Walk around the outside of 

the wellbeing centre and Gateway park lake (some 

interesting carvings in area) Meet at Rocklea 

Homemaker centre for morning tea at 10.15am 

Peter Judd 0408104408 

 

 

Getting older……An older gentleman was on the operating table awaiting surgery., and he 

insisted on his son, a renowned surgeon, perform the operation. 

As he was about to get the anaesthesia, he asked to speak to his son. “Yes dad, what is it?? 

“Don’t be nervous son, do your best-and just remember, if it doesn’t go well, if something happens 

to me, YOUR MOTHER is going to come & live with you and your wife……… 

 

Member’s Profile ANNE BUTLER 

 

I have been in the club for 21 years (Cliff & I are both Foundation members) 

In that time, I have been Secretary, Minutes Secretary, Trips & tours, Catering, Prosaye Editor (Now on my 

second stint-Keith Blaskett was a mentor for our first effort!!) Also archives/photographer.  

I have watched the club grow and embrace all the criteria for a happy group of people. I would certainly 

recommend it for those who are looking for something different and interesting to do with their time! 

It's been a strange few months, and  I am looking forward to spending more time with family and friends, but 

I have been getting very creative with cooking(for me) and also spend a lot of time growing mainly native 

plants, walking, and keeping in touch  with those who are far away. 

Next time you are in Cornwall, this is a nice friendly place to visit! 

      
 

 

I heard a Doctor on TV say that, to get through the boredom of self-isolation, we should finish things we have 

already started, thus giving us more calm in our lives. So I looked around the house to find all the things I have started 

but never finished…..and now I’ve finished off a bottle of Merlot, a bottle of Chardonnay, a bottle of Bailey’s and a 

bottle of Rum, the remainder of my Valium scripts, and a box of chocolates.  Ya have no idea of how flamin fablus I 

feel right now. Send this to all who need to lift in their spirits and telum u luvum, Hic! Up! and Burp! 
 

 



3. 

 

MAAIKE HONEYCHURCH – my story 

 

 I was born in Dordrecht in South Holland 2 years before the end of WW2. 2 years before Rotterdam was 

completely flattened by the Germans… my earliest memory was sitting on my mothers’ lap and hearing loud 

noises from V11 rockets en route to England to a bomb being dropped within 1/2 km from home. Our 

premises were being used by the Germans to store potatoes. We had a visit from the SS to try and take over 

the building to be used as a garage for German Vehicles. My father had wireless hidden under the stairs. 

This was strictly a big No! No!  He used to listen to the BBC on the shortwave. One day the SS arrived and 

came into the house. The sun was shining directly onto the radio, my Mother placed herself between the 

radio and SS Officers to conceal it. My brother can still remember some of the machine gun nests in some 

places even though he was only 4 or 5 years old at the time. My father was a greengrocer with an outside 

round while mother looked after the shop.  In the early 1950 my father decided that taxes were too high and 

was looking for places to emigrate with Suriname in the West Indies, New Guinea, Canada and Australia, all 

in the picture. Australia winning out due to the fact he had a cousin living in 

Perth.   He arrived in Australia with my elder brother in early December 1952. 

My Mother, other brother, my sister and myself arrived here the end of July 

1953 after experiencing devastating floods in the Netherlands in the April of that 

year.  

My father and brother found work in Mt Barker in January ‘53 as fruit pickers.   

In August that Year he took up the lease of an orchard in Kendenup. After 12 

months he bought the orchard. Not bad considering he arrived with $10 in his 

pocket. I met my husband when he and a friend went West for 3 months on a 

working holiday. 6 months later I followed him home back to Victoria, got 

married and had 3 beautiful children.  

My Granddaughters’  

🎾    ROGER FEDERER 

Every year, at the Australian Open, behind Roger Federer’s coach, sit an elderly couple 

There is a story to this couple., and it shows what a good human being Roger Federer is. The couple are Bob 

& Diana Carter, and are the parents of his first International coach, Australian Peter Carter. 

Federer was just nine when Carter took him under his wing.  

In 2002, in a terrible tragedy, Peter Carter died in a car accident while on vacation with his wife. He was 

only 37. The story goes, that Federer (then 21) was so affected by his coach's death, he ran through the 

streets of Toronto (where he was playing) that day, bawling his heart out. 

Carter had recognized Federer’s genius at a young age, and was determined to make him an all time great. 

He was not Federer’s first coach, but the one who took him from relative obscurity in Basel, Switzerland, to 

the threshold of international greatness   

Every year since 2005, Federer’s team sends an all expenses paid itinerary to the Adelaide couple-first class 

air tickets, bookings in the same hotel as Federer, food, winners parties, and even commiseration parties in 

Melbourne. And they sit in Federer's box at the Rod Laver arena, supporting him as if he was their son. They 

see their son Peter in him, and Federer never forgets the Carter Family’s role in his life and career 

Federer may or may not win another Grand Slam, but he is one of the greatest humans to have set foot on a 

tennis court 

Remember the people and things that have made an impact on your life, and be ever grateful for their 

contribution in making you who you are       (from Ian Cross) 
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PARAPROSDOKIANS are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence is unexpected. (Winston Churchill 

loved them!) 

Some examples: 

1. Where there’s a will, I want to be in it 

2. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak 

3. If I agreed with you, we would both be wrong 

4. War does not determine who is right-only who is left 

5. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad 

6. They begin the evening news with ‘Good evening’ then proceed to tell you why it isn’t 

7. To steal ideas from one person is called plagiarism-to steal from many is called ‘research’ 

8. In filling in an application where it says ‘In case of emergency’ -notify:    I put ‘DOCTOR’ 

9. I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you 

10. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and 

still think they look sexy 

11. Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man is usually another woman 

12. A clear conscience is a sign of a bad memory 

13. I used to be indecisive-now I am not so sure 

14. Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. Nor is there any future in it     

🤣🤣****************************************************************************** 

 

Strathfieldsaye Combined Probus Club Inc. Meeting Place 

After humble origins in Emu Creek School, land was donated in Strathfieldsaye by 
locals William & Mary Somerville. The first Methodist church opened in 
Strathfieldsaye in 1874. This was a weatherboard church. It soon needed 
alterations to support a growing congregation. However, the structure did not 
survive and in 1936 Mr T Lowndes suggested that a new church be built on the site. 
Fundraising began and after many years enough money was raised by September 
1952. The following year the contract for construction was let to Mr Clough. 
The Strathfieldsaye Methodist red brick church was dedicated by Rev G Skinkfield 
on 8th May 1954. 
The new worship centre, toilets and kitchen were added in the 1990's. 
In 2011, the Strathfieldsaye Uniting Church entered into a partnership with the Anglican Parish of South East Bendigo 
and Bush Church Aid. It is known as Strathfieldsaye Community Church. 

Robyn Mannes 



5. 
Member Profile: DAN O’CONNOR 

 

I was born at Charlton and raised on the farm and experienced the highs and lows of farm life and survived 

the drought and flooding rains. 

In my early twenties I became a pilot and as I was interested in the outback, I flew parties into Central 

Australia.  I loved aerobatics and also ferried planes to workshops for maintenance. 

After Aileen and I were married we continued with farm life for several years until a severe drought, during 

that time I was offered a position with the Ambulance Service in Bendigo. 

We decided to move with our family to Bendigo, and I worked back at the farm on days off and holidays.  I 

worked in Bendigo station and relieved branches when necessary. 

After several terms at the training school and lots of study I qualified as a Station Officer. Soon after I was 

offered the chance to develop a branch station at Heathcote. 

I accepted the challenge and moved to Heathcote and because of schooling Aileen remained in Bendigo with 

the family till the end of the year. I worked alone for six months and became involved in the community and 

enjoyed the life there. 

I joined Lions and was secretary and President and was appointed ZONE chairman for a term. 

After several years I developed a back problem and as we had kept our home in Kennington, we moved back 

to Bendigo.  I was on light duties for a time before retirement. 

When Probus was being formed we were glad to join the club, as foundation members 

And I was privileged to be President for a term. 

 

   STICKY DATE CAKE from Gwen Hardacre 
 

200g   Dried chopped Dates         Caramel Sauce 

275ml Boiling Water         optional  

150g   Butter at room temperature      1 cup brown sugar 

175g   Light Brown Sugar       ½ teaspoon vanilla 

3 eggs Beaten         300ml thickened cream 

175g   Self Raising Flour       60g butter, chopped 

1tsp     Bicarbonate of Soda 

¼ cup Coconut (if desired)  

Oven 175oC 

Grease and line base of a 20cm cake tin and 7 cm deep  

Method: 

1. Pour boiling water onto chopped dates and bicarb soda. Soak for 30 minutes. 

2. Beat together the butter and sugar until creamy. 

3. Add the soaked dates, water and bicarb soda. 

4. Add the eggs and stir in the flour. Add coconut if desired. 

5. Pour into lined cake tin. 

6. Cook for 40 minutes. 

Yummy and enjoy with caramel sauce. 
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Looking Back to 2019 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Todd celebrated his 95th birthday 

on our Marysville day trip, and caught a 

fish at the Buxton Trout Farm. 

 
 

Bruno’s Sculpture 

Garden Marysville 

Destroyed after the 

2009 fires, Bruno 

has built it back 

better than before. 

What a wonderful 

experience. 

All aboard the 

Kerrisdale Train 

Ruth left all 

alone at the 

station 
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NEXT MEETING: July 9th Cancelled due to medical advice 

EDITOR’s Contact details. Anne Butler mobile: 0417349282. Email: butler_anne@hotmail.com 

(This Bulletin is for the information of the members of the Strathfieldsaye Combined Probus Club Inc. and adjoining 

Probus Clubs within the district and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose) 

mailto:butler_anne@hotmail.com

